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EPISTLE     I. 
Pliny  to  Calestrius  Tyro, 

T^HILE  I  remaned  on  the  other  fide  of 
I  the  Po,  and  you  in  the  territories  of 
j  Picenumy  I  did  not  feel  the  lofs  of  you 
j!  fo  much.    But  now,  ■tfhen  I  am  return- 

^  ed  to  Heme,    and  you  ftjll  remain  at 

Picenum,  I  am  much  mcwe  defirous  to  fee  you  ;  ■  whe- 
ther that  the  places,  where  we  ufed  to  be  together, 
fliarpen  my  remembrance  of  you,  or  that  nothing  ex- 
ipites  a  vehement  defire  to  tee  our  abfent  friends,  fo 
^jjnuch  as  our  approach  to  them  ;  and  that  the  more 
.jiopes  we  have  of  enjoying  our  -mlhes,  the  more  im- 
'  fpatient  we  are  for  their  accomplifhment.     Whatever 
IS  the  reafon,  deliver  me  from  my  uneafinefi  :  come 
"  Vol.  II,  A  to 


'ttt'itY's'Etl  S  T  L  E  S. 

Atp  mcA  or  X  wilt  rcitani  tot  the  place/from  whence  I  fa 
^Gooadoa^y  hafteiied ;  if  from  this  inducement  only, 
^]tp.trjr)  whether,  wlipi  you  ihall  find  yourfelf  it  iff?»w 
v^^nthots^^n^  you  will  write  to  me  in  the  fame  manner 
^  have  V^tteri  to  you*    Adieu, 

'       'offSfiRyAflONS. 


I 

;V  Wc  torn  froii  this  epiflle,  t|iat  Tyro  was  the  intimate 
•«Criend  o^PxiKY.  ;  But^  in  what  part  of  Pianum  the  houfe 
i,io£  Tyrc^'  was  fitiiated,  is  not  mentioned.  ^Picenum  is  a 
fjoi^e  dif|pd  tS'  Itafyy  beyond  the  Jpennines.  It  is  thus  de« 
■  jTcribed  by-jfTRABO.  Regio  Italia j  trans  Apenninum^  ab  ipjis 
.  multibus  ufque  dd  mare  jtdriaticum  extenfa^  infer  Mfvin  et 
JjnfftrlmjiMvios  ;  ^^A,  region  of  Italy  hcyond.thG  Jpenninesj, 
^*''^&cSdr|ded;&€|m  diofe^m^  to  the  i/^/r/^/iV  fea,  be- 

^*  tween  the  rivets  jSjvts  znd  Leuftrum^  It  lies  eaftward 
of  Umbria,  Pliny,  the  hiftorian,  calls  it,  quinta  regio  Ita-^ 
fia :  "  The  fifth  region  of  Italy"  He  tells  us,  that  the  Sa* 
fines  were  the  firft  inhabitants  of  this  country,  which  be* 
came  fo  populous,  that  no  leis  than  three  hundred  and  fixty 
thouiand  of  the  Picentes  fubmitted  themfelves,  and  entered 
into  an  alliance  with  the  Romans.  Thus  far  of  their  hiftory 
may  be  depended  upon :  the  derivation  of  their  name  is  fa- 
bulous. Picenum  is  faid  to  be  fo  called  from  pica^  a  magpye, 
which  bird  went  before  the5^^/W,andwas  their  guide  to  con- 
duft  them  from  Sabiniaj  and  to  fettle  them  in  Picenum.  The 
profperity  and  the  acquifitions  of  the  Romans  were  fo  rapid, 
^nd  extenfive,  that  it  is  by  no  means  furprifing  to  find  mira- 
cles, and  various  fupematural  caufes,  affigned  to  the  feveral 
events,  that,  in  reality,  wer^  the  fprings,  and  fources,  of  the 
^^creafing  power  of  Kome^ 

•  The  metropolis  of  Picenum  is  called  Ancona ;  it  was  built  by 
the  Sicilians^  Oil  tile  AehisUie  ftore.    Trajan  adome4  it  with  4 
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IJ  O  O  K    VI. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    II. 
Pliny  to  Arrianu$» 

IN  the  courts  of  judicature  I  cannot  help,  fomcr. 
times,  looking  round,  as  ufual,  for  Marcus  Re* 
GULus-     I  will  not  fay,  I  defire  to  fee  him  there ;  why 
then  fhould  I  look  for  him  ?  He  held  our  profeffion 
in  g'^at  honour,,  and  endeavoured  to  fucceed  in  it  v . 
but  he  always  trembled,  grew  pale,  and  wrote  before 
he  pleaded  j  and  he  never  could  leave  off  the  cullom 
of  anointing,  fbmetimes  his  right,  and  fometimcs  his 
left  eye  :  his  right,  if  he  was  to  plead  on  the  fide  of 
the  plaintiff ;  his  hix^  if  on  the  fide  of  the  defendant* 
If  he  transferred  this  paint,  or  white  patches,  fronii 
one  eyebrow  to  another,  it  was  owing  to  an  unmanly 
foperftition  \  and  it  was  the  fame  weaknefs,  added  ta 
a  mift^en  love  of  knowledge  in  general,  that  made 
him  conliilt  Ibothlayers  upon  the  event  of  each  caufe. 
To  mention  particularly  what  was  agreeable  in  him  ta 
thoie,    who  were  concerned  with  him  in  the  famet 
caufe  5  he  was  the  man,  who  defired  they  might  not 
be  circumferibed  in  time,  and  always  took  care  ta 
'  pfovide  an  audience.     What  therefore  could  be  more 
^jt^eable,  than  that  you  might  fpeak  as  long  as  you> 
pleafed,  while  another  peribn  fuffered  all  the  odium,' 
which  might  arife  from  the  tedioufiiels  of  your  ha- 
rangue :  and  that  you  might  fpeak  in  the  manner  you 
cbufe  before  an  audience,  which  did  not  come  toge- 
tber  ^t  your  defire  ?  But  however  thcfe  things  hap- 
pened, Regulus  did  well  to  die  :  had  he  died  befoie^ 
ht  wQuld  have  done  better  ;  for  he  might  have  lived, 
without  any  danger  to  the  public,  under  a  ptince,  in 
whofe  reign  he  could  have  done  no  mifcmef.    It  lA 
therefore  allowable,  to  be  now  and  then  at  a  lo(s  fon 
him ;  for  alter  he  cUed,  the  cuftom  of  being  confined 

A  2  to 
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to  the  Ipace  of  two  water-glafles  %  or  one^  or  fome- 
times  half  a  one,  prevailed,  and  was  eft|tdifhed.  For, 
fhe  advocates-  now  grow  tired  of  Ipeaking  before  the 
caufe  is  fully  explained ;  and  the  judges  would  rather 
have  the  pleadings  finiftied,  than  meir  judgements 
rightly  informed.  So  great  is  the  negligence,  fo  great 
the  indolence,  and,  above  all,  fb  great  the  irreverence 
fliewn  to  our  profeffion,  and  the  dangerous  confe- 
duences  arifing  from  that  difrepeft.  Are  we  wifer 
man  our  anceftors  ?  Are  our  laws  more  juft  than 
theirs,  which  allowed  fo  many  hours,  fb  many 
idays,  fo  many  adjournments  of  every  pleading  ? 
Were  they  more  flow  of  apprehenfion,  or  beyond 
meafiire  dilatory  ?  We  fpeak  more  freely,  underftand 
more  clearly,  judge  more  righteoufly,  becaufe  we 
hurry  over  caufes,  in  fewer  hours,  than  they  allowed 
days  for  the  hearing  of  them.  O  Regulus  !  your 
ambition  gained  you  from  all,  what  very  few  men,  of 
the  molt  excellent  character,  could  procure.  Indeed, 
as  often  as .  I  fit  in  judgement,  which  happens  oftner 
than  when  I  plead,  I  allow  as  much  time,  as  any  per- 
fon  requires  •,  for  I  think  it  would  be  rafhnefs  to  guefs, 
what  foace  of  time  a  caufe,  which  I  have  not  heard, 
may  take  up  -,  or  to  put  an  end  to  an  affair,  the  me- 
rits of  which  I  cannot  forefee  ;  elbecially  when  pati- 
ence in  a  judge  ought  to  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
chief  branches  of  his  duty,  as  it  certainly  is  of  juftice.. 
Well,  but  fome  unneceflary  things  are  faid :  true,  but 
it  is  better,  that  what  is  unneceflary  fhould  be  fpoken, 
than  that  what  is  neceffary  fhould  be  omitted.  Be- 
fides,  you  cannot  tell,  what  is  unneceflary,  till  you 
jaearit.  But  of  thefe,  and  all  other  corruptions  of 
^ur  city,  a  perfonal  converfation  will  be  befl ;  for, 
your  love  of  the  public,  as  well  as  mine,  makes  you 
wifli  many  things  amended,  which,'  at  prefent,  are 
pot  eafily  to  be  reformed.      i '  •.  '  . ;  ^ 

^  Ckffydr^  J  anftycra^)k  to  our  hour  glaflcsV    Sec  Bobk  ±.  Ef. 

Now 


B  O  O  K    VL  .  it 

Now  let  us  look  back  towards  our  domeftic  alfairs  i 
Are  all  things  right  with  you  ?  With  me  there  is  hot 
any  new  occurrence  :  the  good,  that  happens,  htCaitici 
more  agreeable,  by  its  conftancy ;  the  evil,  more  to- 
lerable, as  I  have  been  ufed  to  it.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS; 

Throughout  thcfe  epiftles,  we  frcquendy  meet  widi  refer- 
ences to  particular  cuftoms,  among  the  Romans,  which  how- 
ever common  and  prevalent  in  the  days  of  Pliny,  appear^ 
to  us,  unaccountable  and  furprizing^  Of  thefe  a  very  ex- 
traordinary inflance  is  here  related  oi  Regulus  :  Oculuni 
modo  dextrum^  modo  finlftrum  circumUnebat :  ^^  He  painted 
*'  fometimes  his  right,  and  fometimes  his  left  eye."  JD^jr* 
irum^fi  a  petitorej  alterum^ft  a  pojfeffhre  effit  a^urus :  *'  Ac- 
^  cording  to  the  fide,  on  which  he  was  retained,  bis  right 
*'  or  his  left  eye  was  anointed." 

The  next  fentence  tells  us  the  paint  was  white,  quod  can^  , 
didum  fplenium  in  hoc  out  illud fupercilium  transfer ebat  :  ''  He 
^^  changed  the  white  patch  alternately  frofti  eyebrow,  td* 
<<  eyebrow."  The  fplenium  was  ufed  upon  various  occafi- 
ons,  and  in  different  manners  i  by  fbme  it  was  ufed  medici- 
nally, by  others,  ornamentally  ;  and  by  Regulus,  we  find^ 
fuperftitioufly.  The  fcholiafts  give  us  this  account  of  iti 
Spleniafunt  emphjira  quadam  ex  unguent isj  vel  medicanune  aU^ 
quo  J  ad  capitis  dolor eniy  vel  oculorum  morbum  adhibita  :  ut  au* 
temfrontis  honor  et  elegantia  conjlarety  fafcia  Candida  adhibebd^ 
tur,  Porro  quidam  frontem  limebiint  unguento^  vel  cerufa : 
deinde  panniculum  Jive  fafciam  ponehant^  quod  fplenium  diceba-^ 
fur  :  a  quibufdam  exijiimatum  oculorum  operimentum  ad  arcen-^ 
dam  fiimiam  lucem :  *'  The  fplenin  are  certain  plaifters  madd 
**  up  of  oils,  or  fome  other  medicinal  compofition  for  the 
**  head-ach,ior  any  ailment  of  the  eyes :  but  that  the  grace- 
**  fulnefs  and  elegahcy  of  the  face,  might  not  be  deftroyed, 
*'  they  were  (piiead  upon  a  white  bandage.  Som?  indeed 
•'  anointed  their  faeces  with  oil^  or  white  lead  :  and  then  pul: 
•'  on  a  fine  thin  filk,  or  linen  bahdj  which  was  called  ^/#-: 
*'  nium,  2Lnd  was  looked  upon  as  a  proteSion  to  the  eyes 
*'  againft  too  daring  a  light."  Notwithftanding  this  expo-* 
fitibn,  we  arie  ftill  at  a  lofs,  to  conceive  the  exadl  form  of  the 
fplenia.  Thty  feem  to  have  been  applied  only  to  a  particu- 
lar part  of  the  &cc,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Ricvlus  }  who  re- 
\  A  3  meoved 


PLINTs    EPISTLES. 

moved  them,  lik^  pfttdies^  from  one  ^ebrow  to theoidier : 
))ut  we  learn  from  Martial,  tbat  Uiey  were  not  always 
^Uced  upon  the  forehead,  or  over  ^e  eyes. 

In  tHtisXmU. 
Our  j/pbniato  fape  ptoAam  mento^ 
Move  pi^uijana  lahra  ceruffoy 
pHiLiivi,  qumtii  f  bafiar€  U  mh  «* 

•*  That  I  patch,  and  I  paint,  both  my  lipS  and  my  chin, 

^^  PHlLJtNis  much  takes  it  amifs : 
^  But  the  nymph  little  dreams  of  my  cunning  therein, 

^'  'Tb  a  ibield  againft  her,  and  her  kifs.'' 

And  by  another  epigram  in  the  fame  author.  We  are  induced 
to  believe,  that  the  fplenia  were  no  larger  than  patches,  but 
were  of  a  (hining  colour  on  the  outfide,  and  were  wo^n  in 
great  numbers  upon  the  face. 

Ignores  quisfcH  ?  fplenia  tolltj  legis  \ 

**  You  want  to  know  that  face  which  patches  hide, 
•*  You'll  read  the  man,  turn  but  tliolb  leaves  afide,'* 

From  thcfe  different  quotations,  it  is  not  €afy  to  deter- 
mine, whether  the  Rom^n  Jplenium  may  pais  under  the  deno*^ 
mination  of  a  majlk,  or  whether  We  muft  confine  it  to  the 
more  narrow  limits  of  a  patch* 

The  fubfequcnt  parts  of  this  epiftle  ate  fo  very  abftrufe, 
tod  are  fo  entirely  written  in  the  ftile  and  charader  of  a 
Roman  lawyer,  that  they  are  almoft  unintelligible  to  an 
Englifh  reader.  It  is  Icarce  poffible  by  a  clofe  tranflation,  to 
|ive  a  full  idea  of  PIiny's  meanine.  I  Ihall  therefore  tran« 
icribe  fome  of  the  moft  difficult  pa&ges,  and  attempt  their 
explanation  at  hrge. 

yam  iUa  perquam  jucunda  una  duentihus^  quod  libera  Umpora 
pitebatj  quod  audituroi  corr^gabat  :  ^'  Let  roe  now  mention, 
«*  6ys  Pliky,  the  iniiiances,  wherein  RegUlus  afted,  not 
^  <^Iy  lA  a  right,  bt|t  in  an  agreeable  manner.  It  was  his 
**  defire,  diat  the  lawyers  fhould  fpeak  as  long  as  they 

•Mahtiai,  Lib.  X.Ep.  XXII.       »>  Idem  Lib.  II.  Ep.  XXIX. 

*'  pleafed  j 
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^  pkafed ;  and  he  took  great  pains  to  convene  an  itniiened 
**  to  attend  their  IbeccAes/*  Flint  fuppofts  REGtrxtrs 
here,  as  a£Ung  in  the  diaraAer  of  a  hwyer,  and  fnjipoiek 
himfelf  as  his  antagonift ;  for  our  author  immediatdk  adds : 
^uid  enim  jucun£usy  quamfub  aberitn  imndia,  quammu  vbSs^ 
et  in  aUem  auditorioy  quafi  diprehenfum^  cammodi  dicere  f  ^  Fdf 
•*  what  could  be  more  agreeable  to  you,  my  AruIanus,  if 
^<  you  were  to  plead,  than  not  only  to  be  unlimited  in  your 
*^  time,  but  to  go  on  uninterrupted,  and  that  another  perfoh 
<^  Ihould  incur  adl  the  odium,  which  might  arifb  frdm  th6 
^^  tedioufiiefi  of  youi-  pleadings  ?  There  is  a  fktisfadion  too» 
^^  in  feeing  yourfelf  furrounded  by  a  numerous  audiencef 
<^  who  were  opt  fummoned  either  by  your  own  pains^  c/t 
•*  intereft,  but  by  the  folicitation  of  another,** 

O  Regulb,  qui  ambitione  ab  omnibus  obtinebai  quodfiM 
paMciJpmi  prajiant !  This  e:fcclamation,  at  the  fame  time  that 
It  points  out  the  ambition  of  Regtjlus,  lets  us  know  hid 
ffeA  intereft  ahd  power  in  Rome.  **  O  Regxtlus,  ycrtrf 
ambition  brought  vou  more  crouded  audiences,  than  the 
utmoft  induftry  ot  moft  other  men  could  obtain,  either 
in  your  life-time,  or  fince  your  death."  The  word  fidet 
bears  reference  to  a  lawyer,  who  does  hb  duty  to  his  client, 
in  a  moft  &ithful  and  laoorious  manner ;  who  fays  all  he  can, 
in  fupport  of  the  caufe,  wherein  he  is  engaged  ;  and  whofe 
integrity  ought  to  entitle  him  to  as  many  followers,  as  were 
fubfervient  to  the  ambition  of  Regulus. 

Efuidem  fuotiesjudtco :  «<  a0  ofteti  as  I  fit  jEK  A  jtidge.**  % 
diis  fentence  we  find,  that  Pliny  was  fireqoeiitiy  one  of  tm 
decemviri  Jilitibus  judicandis.  The  pr i vate  caUfes,  atnong  die 
Romans,  to  be  adjudged  by  law,  belonged  to  the  pr^eUrfi 
urb^niy  who  either  gave  judgement  themfelves,  or  appointed 
others,,  to  reprefent  them,  for  that  purpofe.  The  pedbns  fo 
Appointed  were  called  decemiHri  Jtlitibus  judii:ltn£sy  tis  hi& 
been  mentioned  in  the  obfeivaieions  tj'h  the  kft  epTfWe  <rf  the 
fifth  bode.  The  #ord  JfUiiha  %nifies  fifet  like.  TKi* 
office  was  one  of  die  fii^  fteps  to  preferment)  iot  taeb.  nt 
talents,  and  induftry ;  and  was  thought  fufficiendy  honour^ 
aUe  to  be  inferibed  upon  their  tombs,  of  whkh  RosiNUS  » 
has  given  us  an  example, 

Scava  quaftor.    Decemvir 
Stlitibus  judicandisy  (stc* 

•  Rosin.  Antiquitates,  Lib.  7.  Cap.  XXXr 

A  4  Among 
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.  A^Dg  the  feveral  preceding  letters  fromPLi^Y  to  Ait^ 
kiANUS  s,  which  we  have  hitherto  perufed,  there  is  not  a 
ftronger  inftance.  of  his  confidence  in  this  particular  friend,  • 
than  what  appears  from  two  fentences  in  the  epiftle  before 
us  :  the  firft  relates  to  public  affairs  :  Sed  de  his  melius  coram^ 
ut  de  pluribus  vitiis  civitatis  :  **  But  this,  as  well  as  many 
**  other  vices  that  have  crept  into  our  conftitution,  may  be 
**  the  fubje£t  of  our  difcourfe,  when  we  meet :"  Which  in- 
cludes a  promife  of  unbofoming  his  thoughts,  upon  the 
corruptions  of  the  age,  even  when  Trajan  reigned,  in 
a  perfonal  converlation.  The  other,  with  which  he  finifhes 
the  epiftle,  relates  to  his  own  &mily,  and  the  fphere,  in 
which  he  moves  at  home.  Leviora  incommodaj  quod  affuevi  : 
*<  Ufe  has  lightened  the  burthen  of  my  misfortunes."  It 
appears  from  this  hint,  that  whatever  croffes,  and  incon- 
veniences, our  author  may  have  felt  in  domeftic  life,  and  * 
from  which  the  happieft  man  cannot  boaft  himfelf  entirely 
exempt,  they  had  been  all  communicated  to  Arrianus. 

*  Book  I.  Ep.  2.  Book  2.  £p.  1 1>  12.  Book  4.  Ep.  8.  12. 

EPISTLE    III. 
Pliny  to  Verus. 

I  Return'  you  thanks^  that  you  have  undertaken  to 
improve  that  fmall  piece  of  land,  which  I  gave  to 
my  nurfe.  It  was  worth,  at  the  time  of  my  making 
the  prefent,  an  hundred  thouland  feftcrces*.  After- 
wards, the  yearly  income  decreafing,  the  value  of  it 
Was  alfo  diminiflied,  which,  under  your  care,  will  now 
be  reftored.  But  remember,  that  I  do  not  recom- 
mend to  your  care>  the  culture  of  the  trees,  or  the 
foil,  (although  I  would  not  have  them  negledled)  but 

'  •  Centum  milium  nummum^  in  Engliih  money,  807  A  5  /.  10  ^. 
Nummusi  when  mentioned  as  a  piece  of  money,  was  the  fame  as 
t\kt  fejiertiusy  the  lefTer  fefterce ;  a  filver  coin  equal  to  the  fourth 
part  of  a  denarius.  Seft'eftiumy  in  the  neuter  gender,  fignifies 
milie  feftertium  nunmorum  ;  which  occaiions  the  great  difference, 
when  iefterccs  are  mentioned. 

I  recommend 
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J  reoo^nmend  my  own  gift :  For  fhe,  who  received  it 
from  me^  cannot  be  more  Iblicitous  for  its  improvo- 
ment,  than  I  am,  who  gave  it  to  her.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

■  * 

The  nurfes  of  the  ancients  were  looked  upon  as  a  fecond 
kind  of  parent,  and  they  were  treated  accordingly.  In  the 
early  age  of  Homer,  wc  find  Ewryclea,  the  nurfc  of 
Ulysses,  reprefented  as  a  woman  of  remarkable  prudence^ 
fhe  bears  a  confiderable  part  in  the  Odyjfey^  and  her  name 
always  appears  to  advantage.  Virgil  has  beftowed  an  eter- 
nal monument  upon  the  nurfe  of  ^neas  \  he  begins  his 
feventh  book  to  her  memory. 

?ir  quoque^  littoribus  mjirisj  ^NEIA  nutrixj 
Mtemam  moriins  famam^  Cajeta,  dedijii  : 
Et  nuncfervat  horns  fedem  tuus ;  oJTaque  nomm 
Hejperiain  magnoj  Ji  qua  eji  $a  ^oriayJignaU 

**  You  too,  Cajeta,  whofe  indulgent  cares 

**  Nurft  the  great  chief,  and  formed  his  tender  years, 

**  Expiring  here  (an  ever-honour*d  name  I) 

^^  Adorn  Hesperia  with  immortal  fame : 

**  Thy  name  furvives  to  pleafe  thy  penfive  ghoft  ; 

**  Thy  facred  reliques  grace  the  Latian  coaft  *.'* 

The  prophecy  of  the  poet  hath  been  fulfilled,  and  Cajeta 
has  not  loft,  fhe  has  only  exchanged  one  letter  of  her  name. 
Gaieta  is  a  port  in  the  old  Campania  felt Xy  fituated  on  the 
fea  of  Naples^  in  the  principality  of  Lavoro.  When  the 
Juftrians  reduced  the  kingdom  of  Naples^  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven,  this  city  held  out  a  confi-^ 
derable  time.  And  again,  when  the  Spaniards  recovered 
Naples  firom  the  Juflriansy  in  the  year  feventeen  hundred 
and  thirty  four,  Gaieta  made  a  noble  defence,  and  furren* 
dered  upon  very  honourable  terms.  We  niay  hence  fup- 
pofe,  in  deference  to  Virgil,  that  the  Nurfe  Cajeta  ftill 
remains  the  tutelar  genius  of  the  place. 

The  perfons,  whofe  milk  has  fuftained,  and  whofe  care 
has  defended  us  in  our  infant  ftate,  ought  to  receive  from 

a  Pitt's  Virgil.  iEncid  7, 

us. 
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US)  in  xywt  riper  yectis,  fixch  retiMis  6f  p^huity  as  ire  €x« 
amplified  in  diis  epiiUe.  Tbmakc  ttedefe^ltoflUblinooA^ 
and  eafy  to  thofe,  who  made  the  afctnt  of  it  gentle  and  era* 
dual  to  us,  feems  as  indiipenfable  a  moral  duty,  as  any  w&t- 
ever :  and  our  generofity  will  appear  the  more  conspicuous 
upon  this  occauon,  as  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  fcarce  any 
bdier  motive,  except  gratitude,  tan  prc^dice  us,  in  iatbur 
of  females,  whofe  brbsdfb,  fo  defirable  to  bd^cb  inAmlSi 
liave  long  fince  loft  all  their  charms* 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    IV. 
PlINV  iio  Calpurnia. 

MY  bufinefs  was  never  more  dij&greeahle  to  mc, 
than  at  prefent,  fincc  it  not  only  hindered  me 
from  accompanying  you,  when  you  went,  upon  account 
of  your  h^th,  into  Crnnpania^  but  fnmi  following  you 
thither.  I  was  now  indeed  moft  particularly  impatient 
to  be  with  you,  that  I  itiight  bfelieve  my  6wn  eyes, 
and  learn  from  them,  wheuier  you  gather  i^its  and 
ftrength ;  and  how  you  pa&  away  your  time  amidft  the 
retiremei^  the  delights,  and  ths  prodigious  fertility 
of  that  cbtmtay :  for,  it  is  widi  no  MiaU  toocem,  that 
*  I  have  defired  to  fee  you  jperfedUy  in  health.  To  live 
in  ignorance  of  the  perion,  whom  we  molt  Gently 
love,  is  a  itate  of  fui^n&  and  amdety :  but  I  am 
now  terrified,  and  labour  under  a  double  perplexity^^ 
both  upon  account  of  your  abfence,  and  upon  ac- 
count of  your  indiipofitioR.  I  fear  all  thin^  1 1  ima* 
g^ne  ail  things :  And  what  is  pmacularly  the  nature 
of  fear,  my  mind  dwfells  iftoft  on  diofe  diiftgs,  which 
I  moft  drCM.  I  therefore  cotgure  you  to  alleviate  my 
fears  by  one,  or  even  two  letters  in  a  day ;  for  white 
1  read  your  letters,  my  pain  will  ceafe ;  but  when  they 
ibre  read,  all  my  alamxs  wUl  returot    Farewell. 


O  B  S  E  R^ 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

•There  are  diree  letters  only  extant  from  Pliny  to  Cal« 
PURNIA  ;  but  they  are  fuch,  as  make  us  wifh  their  number* 
much  greater.  They  are  images  of  a  conftant,  tender  heart, 
refting  upoii  the  bafis  of  true  virtue,  and  conjugal  affedion. 
Calpvinia  appbart  to  have  been  a  lady  of  a  very  refined 
conftitution :  And  fifom  the  expreffion,  quid  c^rpufiuh  ac* 
fidrertSy  we  may  infer,  that  the  frame  of  her  body  wat  not 
only  tender,  but  fmall;  like  a  delicate  flower,  unable  to 
tnaure  a  ftorm^  and  bending  at  every  blaft  of  wind. 

It  is  no  wonder,  that  the  nephew  of  Pliny  the  natund 

faiftorian  fhould  commend  the  foil  and  produce  of  Campa- 

me^  a  territory,  which  ClcSRO  calls  the  granary  of  hah  ; 

:uid  Vrfiich,  in  general,  obtained  the  title  of  Campania  fefix. 

The  ddkriptton  of  it,  by  Lucius  Florus,  appears  in  the 

hi^ieft  terms :  Omnium^  mn  modo  Italia^  fed  tctp  orbe  Urra^ 

rum  pukberrima  Campania  plaga  tji :   Nihil  moltins  cceb  r 

J)imqui  hh  Jkribus  Vfrnat :   Nihil  uberim  fok  :  ideo  Libert 

dnriffui  cerianun  dicitur.    Nihil  ho/pit aUus  mart :  Hi€  iUi 

mjHlis  pMtiSj  Cajftay   Mtfenus^  iff  tepentes  fontibus  Baia  ; 

Lucrimu  bf  jfwmus  quadam  maris  ofia  *• :  ^^  The  country  cf 

^  CaMama  ndt  oiuy  exceeds  all  hafyj  but  is  not  to  be  pa« 

ralldM  in  the  whole  world.    Nothiiigcan  be  fofter  than 

the  climate :  It  bears  a  double  ^ring  of  flowers.    Nothing 

can  be  more  fruitful  than  the  foil :  It  is  (aid  therefore  to 

have  occafioned  a  conteft  between  Bacchus  and  Ceres, 

who  fhould  adorn  it  moil.     The  fea  itfelf  is  hofpitable 

and  cddullbdious :  Here  are  thole  noUe  harbours^  Cajeta^ 

Mifhmsy  and  the  warm  fprings  of  Baia ;   the  Lucrin« 

and  Avernine  lakes,  which  feem  recefTes  from  the  fea.*' 

Pliny  the  elder  is  no  feis  profuie  in  his  praifes  of  Campania  : 

he  afiEhms,  gaudrntis  epus  tffe  natwra  ^ :  <^  that  it  was  a  work 

♦«  of  ns^ure  in  the  hei^t  of  joy.'*    Upon  die  wfaob,  the* 

coidd  not  be  a  finer  muation  for  the  recovery  of  declining 

health.    One  of  the  fcholiafh  tells  us,  that  ttiUa  Gamitliantt^ 

tiie  country  leat  of  Calpurnia's  grand&ther,  Fabatus^ 

was  in  Campania ;  and  we  may  therefore  fix  her  at  his  houfe^ 

when  (he  received  this  moft  afFedionate  epiftle  frofti  her 

hufband. 

*  L.  Anna.  Flor.  Lib.  i.  Cap.  16. 
^  Plin.  Natur.  Hift.  Lib.  3.  Cap.  c. 

EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE     V. 
Pliny  /bURsus. 

» 

1  Informed  you  already,  that  Varenus  had  oBtained 
leave  to  fummon  witnelTes  on  his  behalf:  This 
determination  appeared  equitable  to  many,  and  to 
fome  unjuft.  Both  fides  were  obftinate  in  their  way 
of  thinlang.  Licinius  Nepos  in  particular,  who, 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  fenate,  when  they  were 
debating  upon  other  affairs,  made  a  Ipeech  concern- 
ing their  laft  refolution,  and  revived  a  caufe,  that  had 
been  before  concluded.  He  alfo  added,  that  the 
conliils  (hould  be  requefted,  to  propofe,  whether, 
under  the  example  of  the  law,  to  hinder  votes  from 
being  illegally  procured  by  candidates  for  public  of- 
fices, it  Ihould  pleafe  the  fenate  for  the  future,  that 
this  addition  fhould  be  made  to  the  law  againft  bri- 
bery, that,  as.  the  accufers,  by  that  law,  had  a  right 
to  examine,  and  fummon  their  witnefles,  the  accufed 
alfo  Ihould  be  impowered  to  do  the  fame.  This 
foeech  dilpleafed  many  ;  they  thought  it  unfea- 
ionable,  improper,  and  prcpofterous;  and  that  he 
was  in  the  wrong,  after  having  omitted  Ipeaking  in 
due  time,  to  find  fault  now  with  a  decree,  to  which, 
whilft  it  was  in  debate,  he  might  have  made  his  ob- 
jeftions.  Jubentius  Celsus,  the  praetor,  repri* 
manded  ^  him  feverely,  and  with  many  words,  calling 
him  a  reformer  of  the  fenate.  Nepos  anfwered  him^ 
and  Celsus  replied  :  Neither  of  them  refrained  froni 
reproaches.  I  am  unwilling  to  tell  you,  what  I  could 
iiot  hear  without  concern.  For  which  reafon,  1  was 
the  ,morc  inclined  to  condemn  the  behaviour  of  fome 
of  our  fi-aternity  %  who,  from  a  defire  of  hfearing, 

•  The  Latin  is  e  numero  nofiro^  which  may  refer  either  to  th^ 
fenators,  or  the  lawyers ;  probably  to  the  latter^ 

ran 


-«  i 
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ran  backward  and  forward,  now  to  Celsus,  then  ttj 
Nepos„  according,  as  either  of  them  was  i^aking, 
and  at  one  time  feemed  to  encourage  and  inflame, 
and  at  another,  to  reconcile  and  appeafe :  frequendy 
they  wiflicd  CiESAR  to  b^  propitious  to  each,  fome-* 
times  to  both ;  as  we  fee  in  a  comedy.  I  muft  own 
it  was  very  dUagreeable  to  me,  becaufe  each  of  theni 
was  informed  of  what  his  antagonift  intended  to  fay ;  for 
Celsus  anfwered  Nepos  out  of  his  pocket-book,  andv 
Nepos  replied  to  Celsus  from  his  notes.  The  friends 
on  both  fides  could  fo  little  forbear  tading,  that  the 
two  difputants  knew  each  other's  arguments,  as  if 
they  had  mutually  iagreed  upon  them  before  hand. 
Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

» 

Pliny,  in  the  firft  fentence,  fcripferam  tenuijfe  Va- 
HENUM  feTr.  refers  to  the  twentieth  epiftle  of  the  fifth 
book,  written  to  Ursus,  and  giving  ah  account  of  the^ 
accu&tion  brought  againft  Varenus  by  the  Bythini^ 
ans.  FoNTEius  Magnus,  zBythinlan^  appeared  againft 
Varenus,  as  did  alfoNicRiNUs.  This  epiftle  is  a  con- 
tinuation of  thofe  proceedings :  and  they  are  ftill  farther 
continued  in  the  thirteenth  epiftle  *  of  this  book.  When 
epiftles  to  the  fame  perfon,  and  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  are 
fo  widely  difperfed,  and  fo  unaccountably  feparated,  it  is 
impoffible,  were  the  matter  of  them  ever  fo  interefting,  to 
carry  on  the  connexion  by  memory,  or  to  retain  the  mate- 
rial circumflances  with  any  degree  of  exadbiefs.  In  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Pliny's  letters,  they  appear  like  the  ar-^ 
mour  of  the  Macedonians  defcribed  by  Plutarch  5  where* 
helmets  were  thrown  on  {hields,  Cretian  targets  upon  Thra-* 
cian  bucklers,  and  where  arrows  \^ere  mingled  among 
fwords,  fpears,.and  colits  of  mail:  yet  the  whole  was  fo 
beautifully  wrought  and  polifhed,  that  each  particular  piece' 

»  AddrefTed  to  Ursus.  There  are  alfo  two  cpiftles  to  Ma- 
CRINU8,  the'6th  and  loth  epiftle  of  the  7ch  book  on  this  particu* 
1^  caufe^  between  Varsnus  and  the  Buhyniam. 
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ftjruck  the  eye  ijepars^tdy,  and  glittered  fay  itfidf^  aoiidfl  9U 
the  confiifion  of  diforder. 

Petittdum  a  confuBbus^  ut  reftrrent  Juh  exemph  kgisam-' 
Uttts  de  lege  repetundarumy  an  placeret  ifi  futurum  ad  earn 
ligem  a^ici^  ut^  Jkut  accufatoribus  inqutremU^  tiJHhufque  de^ 
mmtiandi  puteftas  ex  ea  lege  ejfet^  ita  reo  qncfue  fieret: 
*^  Th^  there  fhoMld  be  a  requeft  to  the  confids^  that  they 
^^  ihould  declare  their  fenfe  on  the  fubje£k  of  the  law  of 
*!  c;aiivaifing»  and  the  law  againft  receiving  bribes,  whe^ 
^  ther  for  the  future,  they  judged  this  addition  proper  ta 
^^  the  forementioned  law,  mat  as  the  accufers  had  from 
^  that  Is^w,  a  power  granted  to  make  enquiry,  and  decla- 
*^  ration  of  any  offenders,  fo  thofe,  who  were  accufed, 
^  might  have  the  fame  privilege.*'  By  this  pafStge,  it  is 
p]^,  that  LiciNius  Nepos  thou^t  there  was  a  diftihc* 
tion  between  the  forms  of  trial  on  thefe  two  laws^  the  le» 
ambitus  J  and  lex  de  repetundis.  His  opinion  was,  that  the 
lex  ambitus  gave  the  accufed  equal  power  of  fummoning 
witneffes  with  the  accufers ;  but  that  the  lex  de  repetundis 
did  not  grant  the  fame.  The  leges  de  ambitu  were  originally 
made  ag^nft  indireA  or  ^unlavrful  courfes,  ufed  in  can^ 
vafling  for  offices.  The  leges  de  pecuniis  repetundis  were 
made  againft  fuch  publick  officers,  judges^  and  magiftrates 
of  every  kind,  who  had  taken  bribes. 

The  propofal  of  Nepos  was  an  infult  upon  the  fenate, 
they  having  granted  to  Varenus  a  permiiEon  of  fummon- 
ing hi$  witnelles«  Let  the  confuls,  fa)rs  Nepos,  propofe 
a  queftion,  ^^  whether  for  the  future  there  fhall  be  fuch  a 
**  permiffioD  granted.**  From  hence  it  appears,  that  Ne- 
PQS  abfolutely  ilippoies,  that  perfons  accufed^  under  the 
ikx  di  repetumBi,  never  before  had  (iich  a  liberty  allowed 
tbeiB  f  a  h£tj  which  was  not  true*  His  quefUpn  was  in- 
fidiousy  and  the  debate  upon  fuch  a  ^ueftipn  muft  have 
lirought  a  refledion  upon  the  fenate :  For,  if  the  opi- 
nion had  prevailed,  that  the  perfon  accufed  fhould  not 
,  l^ave  fuch  a  pemiiffion ;  the  confequence  muft  be,  that  the, 
ibnate  had  decreed  a  licence  to  varenus^  which  was  a* 

SinftlaW)  and  improper  to  be  made  a  precedent;  or,  if 
e  opinion  fhould  be,  that  for  the  future  fuch  a  licence 
fhould  be  permitted,  ev^n  that,  decifion  muft  imply,  that 
tl^^ri^  had  not  been  before  any  fucb  pmflice  allowed. 

The 
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The  account)  which  one  of  the  commentators  *  gives  us 
of  Ju9ENTius  Celsus  the  praetor,  is  worthy  of  notice : 
he  telb  us^  that  CmLSUft  beUg  ing^ed  in  a  plot  againft  Do- 
MiTiAN,  and  not  pnly  accufed,  but  condemned,  had  re- 
cousfe  la  an  ttcettent  illulion,  by  which  he  (aved  his  life. 
As  ibon  as  he  was  feized,  and  while  the  ofEcers  were  pre* 
paring  to  Inod  bip:^  he  untreated  tp  ipeak  with  Domit j am 
in  private,  whp9i)  in.themoft  fuppUant  m^ner,  he  ad- 
defied  by  the  hieheft  titles,  ^d  Invoked  as  a  God**,  de- 
claring,, that  he  himfelf  was  i^ot  guilty  of  any  crime  againft 
the  emperor ;  but  if  he  mi^t  obtain  his  liberty  for  a  little 
while,  he  woukl  diicover  the  whole  affur,  and  would  <;on- 
vh^  Humy  perfons^  ^thou^  he  was  not  one  of  their  con^^ 
ipiracy.    He  obtained,  his  liberty,  t^ift,  upo^  his  difiaiffion» 
made  not  the  leait  difoovery  ;  always  deferring  bis  confeffioA 
from  time  to  time,  upon  fome  pr^t^nce  or  other,  until  Do- 
MiTiAN  was  murdered  by  Parthenj^us,   and  others  of 
his  own  houihold.    It  is  impoffibl^  on  this  occafion,  not  to 
recoUedl  a  rem^able  cafe,  which  happened  in  the  reign  of 
die  late  King  William,    when  a  nobl^nun  was  tried, 
and  found  guilty  of  high  treafon :  after  his  condemnation 
h^  g^ye  hrp^d  Hints,  if  not  promiiibs,  of  important  difcovc-. 
liesL  and  dangerous  (ecrets,  which  he  was  not  only  abl^  but 
wi]|mig  to  lay  open  to  the  King  and  his  minifters :   He  was 
lifiened  to  with  great  attention :   But  he  added,  that  as  his 
teftimony,  in  his  prefent  circumftances,  could  be  of  no  vali« 
dity,  he  fliould  defer  giving  it,  till  he  was  pardoned.    A 
pardon  under  the  great  feal  was  obtained  for  him ;  as  foon  as 
he  had  received  it,  he  declared,  (holding  the  pardon  in  his 
hand)  that  aU  tl|e  infihuationi,  which  he  had  thrown  out  • 
brfore,  were  to  &ve  bis  life ;  suid  that  he  abfdutely  knew 
j;)Ot  any  one  circumftance,  or  iecret,  a^inft  the  government,; 
whatever,  except  that,  for  which  he  had  already  been  con- 
demned. 

*  Ca'^anbvs.  >  The  en^peror  aflumed  to  himfelf  dU 

h9nom,  iMid  t)|p  peo^ fc  ftilod  im*  ^ur  1^4  and  wr  Qod^ 
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Puny  to  Mi n u t i u a  F u n d au u S;.: 

IWas  never  more  defirous  to  fee  you  lit  Rome^  than 
at  prcfent,  and  I  entreat  you  to  be  here,  as  ibon  as 
you  can*  I  want  a  friend,  to  fecond  my  intentions, 
and  divide  my  prefent  labour,  and  care.  Julius 
Kaso  is  a  candidate  for  an  office  of  much  honour  ; 
his  competitors  are  many^  and  of  good  chara(!iter^  in 
overcoming  whom, '  the  difficulty  is  not  lefi,  than  the 
^ory .  I  am  therefore  in  fuch  fulpenfe,  and  am  lb 
much  agitated  between  hope  and  fear,  that  1  forgqt  I 
have  been  a  conful.  For  I  appear  to  myfelf  again  a 
candidate  for  thofe  very  employments,  through  which 
I  have  already  pafled.  Naso's  long  attachment  to  me 
deferves  fuch  attention,  A  friendfliip  between  me 
and  his  father  could  not  be  indeed,  upon  account  of 
^y  age  9  hut  his  father  has  been  reprefented  to  me, 
when  I  was  a  yo\ing  man,  as  a  perfon  of  high  repU-. 
tation.  He  had  not  only  an  eftecm  for  learning,  but 
for  learned  men,  and  came  almoft  every  day  to  hear 
QyiNTiLiAN  and  NiqEXEs  the  pricft,  whole  declama- 
tions I  then  conftantly  attended.  He  was  a  man,  be- 
fides,  highly  relpefted,  and  of  great  dignity,  and 
whofe  memory  ought  to  be  ferviceable  to  his  fon  on 
all  occafions  j  but  there  are  many  fenators,  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  father,  and  many,  who  knew 
him  well  :  thefe  latter  only  honour  a  man,  while  liv- 
ing :  therefore  the  fbruggle  and  difficulty  will  be  the 
greater  burthen  upon  my  friend,  as  his  intereft  is  not 
yet  well  eftabUflied.  For  although  he  mufl  always  de- 
rive much  honour  from  his  father's  great  charafter, 
yet  that  will  be  of  little  ufe  to  him  in  his  prefent  pur- 
suit. He  feems  to  have  been  fenfible  of  this,  and  has 
afted  accordingly,  by  making  and  cultivating  friend- 
fliips,^  as  if  he  had  forefeen  tfis  particular  time.  He 
,        -        '  chofo' 
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ciiofe  me  as  worthy  of  his  afFeftion  and  imitation,  ad 
foonas  his  years  permitted  him  to  form  a  judgement : 
He  always  has  been  ailiduous  at  my  pleadings,  and 
at  my  rehearfals ;  he  has  been  the  earliefl  in  attend-- 
ance  upon  all  my  little  performances,  even  at  their 
very  firft  appearance :  of  late,  alone ;  heretofore,  with 
his  brother,  whole  charge,  as  he  is  now  dead,  I  ought  to 
undertake,  and  whofe  place  I  ought  to  fujpply . ;  for  I 
am  grieved  at  the  unhappy  and  undeferved  fate  of  the 
one,  and  that  the  other  mould  want  the  alTiilance  of 
the  beft  of  brothers,  and  be  left  to  depend  entirely 
upon  friends ;  for  which  rcafons,  I  infift  upon  your 
coming  and  joining  your  intereft  with  mine.     It  is 
much  to  my  advantage,  that  you  Ihould  (hew  your- 
ielf,   and.  accompany  me,    wnile  I  am  cdnvafTing. 
Your  authority  is  fo  great,  that  I  believe,  I  can  even 
afk  my  own  friends  with  more  certainty  of  fuccefi^ 
Break  any  engagements,  that  may  retain  you.     My 
circumftances,  my  friendfbip,  and  my  Aation  require 
this.     I  have  undertaken  to  folicit  for  him,,  and  my 
undertaking  is  univerfally  known.     The  application  is 
mine,  the  hazard  is  mine.     In  fhort,  if  N  a  so  fuc- 
ceeds,  the  honour  is  his  own  •,  if  he  is  defeated,  the 
4i%race  15^  mine.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS* 

There  arc  tfiree  letters  extant  fromPLiKY  to  Minutit/s 
FuNDANUs.  The  ninth  epiftle  of  the  firft  book,  which 
treats  of  common  occurrences  ;  the  fifteenth  epiftle  of  thd 
fourth  book,  which  contains  not  only  a  chara£):er  of  As!- 
Nius  RuFUS,  but  an  earneft  requeft  to  Fundakus,  who 
was  then  conful  elefl:,  to  chufe  Rufus,  as  his  quseftor  j 
and  this  epiftle,  in  favour  of  Julius  Naso.  From  all 
thefe  epiftles  it  appears,  that  Fundanus  was  the  particular 
friend  of  Pliny.  The  account  given  of  him  by  Cat  A* 
NEUS  is  in  thefe  words,  Eruditus  fuity  ut  qui  fe^  ab  in-- 
eunte  atatej  altioribus  Jiudits  dederat  :  ex  duahus  natis,  alte- 
ram vix  pubertatem  ingreffam  amifit,  Procmful  Jfia  ex 
Adriani  refcripto  mmitus^  mjine  objeSlu  eftminum  Chrlfti^ 

VpL.  n.  B  Jiianos 
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Jfianos  condentkaf'et :  <i«J7^^x£usebius, ^/Okosius*:  **flte 
^<  was  ^  man  of  gre^t  learning,  and  had  applied  himfdf 
.'^*  early  in  life  to  the  deep^  ftudies  :  He  had  two  d^ugh- 
."  ters,  one  of  whom  he  loft  in  her  tender  years.  He  was 
•'  proconful  m  Jfi^^  and,  as  Eusebius  and  Orosius  tcU 
**  us,  was  ordered  by  a  mandate  from  the  emperor  Adrian, 
*^  not  to  condemn  the  Chriftiahs,  except  they  were  accuibi 
^^  6(  crimes  ^aihft  the  ftate."  To  fapjiort  this  aflcrtion, 
let  us  remember,  that  Adrian  himfelf  was  in  Jfia.  He 
inade  a  confiderable  day  at  Jthehs :  He  aflumed  to  himfetf 
the  honour  of  Archon*,  and  eftabliflied  many  new  .laws 
and  privileges  in  the  city :  He  Wa3  admitted  into  the  EUuJp- 
man  myfterie&i  and  was  conftantly .  prefent  at  the  folemn 
iports  of  the  Jthenians.  The  pagan  zeal  and  iuperftition  of 
Adrian  occafioned  a  frefh  penecution  of  the  CJiriftans ; 
Tjut  by  the  apologies  of  Quadratus,  bifliop  of  Athens^ 
and  Aristides,  a  Chriftian  t*hilofophei-,  the  emperor  Was. 
^"prevailed  upon  to  write  to  the  governors  of  proVincics  ;  That 
the  Chrijlians  JhouU  n^t  be  funded  for  the  future^  except  they 
bad  manifefth  iranjgrejfed  the  laws  of  the  empire.  It  is  pro- 
bable, that  FundaNus  was  one  bf  the  proconfuls  written 
to  upon  this  occafion  ;  at  leaft,  we  are  certain,  that  %n  Tra- 
jan's reign,  he  was  a  man  of  confiderable  power  and  dig- 
nity in  theftate.  ' 

bicenti  mihi fitlicite  adfijlit^  ajjidet  recttanti.    This  fentience 
%ews  the  difference  between  dicere  and  recitare.    '*  Julius 

Naso,  fays  Pliny,  always  flxxxl  clofe  to  me,  when! 

was  fpeaking  as  a  lawyer,  in  the  courts  :  He  fat  clofe  to 
**  me,  when  I  was  rehearfing  any  of  my  works."  While 
the  Roman  lawyers  pleaded  (dum  dicebant)  before  the  fenate, 
-or  in.  thft  courts  of  judicature,  the  judges  Only  fat  down  ; 
the  pleaders,  or,  to  ufe  a  modern  expreilion,  the  council  oh 
both  fides>  ftood  up ;  their  friends  and  intimate  acquaint- 
ance ftood  near  them,  or  walked  indifcriminately  about 
the  court :  Thus,  in  the  laft  epiftle,  Pliny  tells  us,  prout 
hie  vel  ille  dicerety  eupiditate  audiendi  curfitabant.  But  at 
rehearfals  (dum  recitabant)  as  of  poems,  funeral  orations, 
or  panegyricks,  the  audience  fat  down,  and  the  perfdn, 
.  who  rehearfed,  Aood  up  alone  ;  his  friends  ufually  fat  as 
near  him  as  pojQible  :  and  therefore  Pliny  acknowledges 
the  obligitions  he  owes  to  Julius  Naso  in  both  thefe  cafes. 

*  Not.  8.  in  ep.  9.  Lib.  i.  p.  33.  cditio  CoRrii,  &  Long6- 
tii.  *  CKcf  inagifeatc  of  "ifr*«r/. 

'-•        .  —  ^fcepi 
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Sufcepi  candidatutn:  ^^  \  have  undertaken  to  a£l  die  part  of 
•«  a  candidate,"  The  candidates  afliimed  their  name,  a  toga 
anididSj  "  from  a  white  gown,"  which  thev  wore.  The 
Uga  Candida  differed  very  much  from  the  toga  alba  ».  They 
were  both  white  gowns  :  The  latter  had  only  the  natural 
"whitenefs  of  the  wool  j  the  former,  worn  by  candidates  for 
employments,  had  an  artificial  white  dye,  or,  if  that  could 
not  be  procured,  chalk  was  ufed,  to  encreafe  the  whiteneis 
of  the  garment  \     Intendenda  albedinis  caufd  cretam  addide^ 

'  rant^:  To  augment  the  whiteneis,  they  added  chalk."  As 
if  artifice  was  the  way  to  preferment,  the  part  to  be  afted 
by  the  candidate  '  was  diiEcult  in  every  particular  :  He  was 
to  make  a  circuit  round  the  city  very  often :  He  was  to  call 
every  individual  perfon  by  his  name :  But  in  this  part  of  the 

•  labour  he  had  an  affiflant,  a  nomenclatory  who  whifpered  the 
name  in  his  ear,  and  he  was  to  behave  himfelf  with  the  ut- 
mofl  addrefs,  and  civility,  to  the  meaneft  and  mofl  inconfi-* 
derable  citizen.  Is  it  lazinefs  or  pride,  that  prompts  a  man 
of  a  retired  nature  to  imagine,  there  is  fcarce  any  employ- 
ment in  the  world,  either  fufficiently  lucrative  or  honourable 
to  make  amends  for  fuch  needlefs  induflry  ? 

m  The  toga  alba  was  the  gown  ordinarily  worn  by  the  Roman 
citizens. 

^  The  candidates  always  wore  their  gowns  open  and  ungirted. 

*  RosiMi  antiquitateSf  Lib.  5.. Cap.  33*  /•v  Isidoro. 

-^  PxiNY  in  his  geh  ep.JB.  2.  bath  this  exprefiion  upon  the  fame 
0<;9fLfi9n,  prenfi  aifiUoSy  fupplico^  ambio  domos,  ftatione/que  circumeo, 
wiuchxxplains  in  gener^  the  duty  of  a  candidate. 

EPISTLE    VIL 
Pli^y./^Calpurnia. 

YOUR  letter  tells  mc  how  deeply  you  were  af- 
fedled  by  my  abfence,  and  that  you  often  place 
my  writings  near  you »,  as  your  only  comfort.  I  am 
much  pleafed  to  find,  that  I  am  fo.  often  in  your 

*  In  vefiigio  mco  ^olloces.  This  fentence  is  explained  by  Buch- 
NERUs  the  commentator,  in  a  manner,  „that  muft  naake  us  fmile. 
He  fays,  fpeaking  as  in  the  perfon  of  Pliny,  (in  vefiigiv)  ea  leBi 
parte  ^  qua  alias  cubare  foleo  fr^efens. 

B  2  thougj\l^ 
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thoughts,  and  that  you  can  fupply  the  want  of  vRy 
company  in  this  obliging  manner.  In  return,  I  am 
employed  in  reading  over  and  over  your  letters,  which 
to  me  always  appear  new :  but  they  ftill  excite  my 
impatience  of  feeing  you ;  for,  if  your  letters  con- 
tain fo  much  fweetnefe,  how  much  more  charming 
muft  your  converlation  prove  ?  However,  continue  to 
write  frequently ;  although  what  gives  me  pleafure, 
torments  me  at  the  fame  time,    AcSeu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  lofe  of  Calpurnia's  letters,  in  anfwer  to  thofe, 
which  fhe  received  from  her  hufband,  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. A  lady  of  her  delicacy  and  accomplifhments  muft 
be  happy  in  the  ftile  and  manner  of  her  writings,  more  efpc- 
.cially,  when  they  were  di£bted  and  infpired  by  love. 
Hiftoiy  fcarce  affords  a  brighter  example  of  matrimonial 
friendmip,  than  that  which  appears  between  Pliny  and 
Calpurnia.  They  feem  to  have  been  fuited  to  eadi 
other ;  and  pcrfe£Uy  harmonious  in  difpofition,  and  inclina- 
tions :  nor  did  the  want  of  children  hinder  the  cement  from 
being  as  clofe,  and  as  firm,  as  the  moft  numerous,  or  the 
moft  hopeful  offspring  could  have  rendered  it.  Pliny 
indeed,  in  fcveral  epiftles,  teftifies  a  great  defire  to  be  a 
fether:  But  if  he  knew  not  the  joy  of  a  parent,  neither^ 
did  he  know  the  forrow :  he  efcaped  numberlefs  fears,  and 
many  hours  of  inexpreffible  anxiety  ;  houn,  which  the  hap- 
pieft  parent  muft  undergo. 

EPISTLE    VIII. 
Pliny  to  Priscus. 

YO  U  have  long  known,  and  you  efteem  Atti- 
Lius  Crescens,  as  every  worthy  man  muft  do, 
who  is  acqujunted  with  him.  My  affedtion  for  him 
is  not  like  that  of  many  others,  but  is  of  the  ftrongeft  » 
nature.  The  cities,  in  which  we  were  born,  are  at  no 
greater  diftance,  than  one  day's  journey ;  and  while 

we 
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wc  vrtrt  very  young,  our  mutual  friendfhip  began, 
when  affeftion  is  moft  fervent.  It  has  not  been  leilen- 
cd,  but  encreafed,  by  the  judgement  of  our  riper 
years.  They,  who  are  moft  particularly  acquainted 
with  either  of  us,  know  this  to  be  true.  For  he  al- 
ways Ipeaks  of  my  friendlhip  in  the  warmeft  terms, 
and  I  am  always  declaring  how  much  I  have  his  repu- 
tation at  heart,  and  intereft  myfelf  in  every  thing, 
that  may  contribute  to  his  eafe,  and  his  welfare.  So 
that  when  he  was  apprehenfive  of  fome  infolent  treats 
ment  from  a  certain  perfon,  who  was  foon  after  to 
enter  upon  the  Office  of  tribune  of  the  people,  upon 
his  informing  me  of  it,  I  anfwered, 

While  thefe  my  eyes  behold  the  light,  no  hand 
Shall  dare  to  wrong  thee,  on  this  crowded  ftrand  *. 

But,  fay  you,  why  do  you  tell  me  this  ?  That  you 
ipay  know,  no  injury  can  be  offered  to  Attilius, 
without  my  feeling  it.  Again  you'll  fay,  why  do 
you  tell  me  this  ?  Valerius  Varus  owed  him  a 
llim  of  money  :  Our  friend  Maximus  is  heir  to  Va- 
rus ;  I  have  a  great  affeftion  for  Maximus  ;  but 
you  are  more  intimately  acquainted  with  him.  I  con*- 
jure  you  therefore,  and  abfolutely  infift,  by  the  laws 
of  friendlhip,  that  you  take  care,  that  my  Attilius 
ihali  ^receive,  not  only  the  principal  fum,  but  the  in- 
tereft due  upon  it  for  rnany  years.  He  is  a  man, 
who  never  borrows  money  from  others,  but  is  care- 
ful of  his  own.  He  has  no  means  to  fupport  him- 
felf,  no  income,  but  what  his  frugality  affords.  For 
he  purfues  his  ftudies,  in  which  he  greatly  excels, 
onlv  as  they  afford  him  honour  and  Relight.  The 
leaft  lofs  gives  him  much  anxiety ;  bec^uie  the  repa* 
ration  of  it  muft  be  heavier  upon  him,  than  upon 
pioft  other  men.  Deliver  him,  deliver  me  from  this 
uneafinefs  :  Permit  me  to  enjoy  the  fweetnefs  of  his 

?  Vide  HoM.  11.  «,  f.  88,  89. 

P  3  temper^ 
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tempeY,  ^d  the'  inofferifivc  wit  of  his  cohv^rfatioil* 
I  cannot  bear  to  fee  a  friend  difoirited,  whole  mirth 
Jtinders  me  from  deje6tion.  In  Inort,  you  know  the 
huniour  of  the  man ;  which  I  beg  you  to  pre- 
;,  fo  that  no  injury  may  change  it  into  rancour 
and  bitternejfe.  Depend  upon  it,  his  refentments  arc 
as  ftrong,  as  his  affections.  A  noble  and  an  open 
heart,  cannot  bear  a  lofs  attended  with  an  affront. 
But,  however  he  may  bear  it,  I  fllall  look  upon  my- 
felf  as  injured,  and  ill  ufed ;  and  fhall  refent  it  more 
Upon  his  account,  than  upon  my  own.  But,  why 
do  I  fend  you  thefe  injunftions,  which  indeed  are 
almoft  threats  ?  I  had  better  proceed  in  the  path, 
which  I  purfued  at  firft,  by  entreating  and  befeeching 
you  to  grant  him  your  afliftance ;  that  he  may  have 
no  reafon  to  imagine  himfelf  neglefted  by  me,  which 
I  much  dread,  nor  I,  to  think  my  felf  disregarded  by 
you.  But. you  will  grant  him  your  affjftance,  if  my 
irequefts  are  as  prevalent  with  you,  as  his  are  with. 
TPiQ,    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  letter,  which  is  written  upon  a  particular  occafipny 
and  to  a  particular  friend,  carries  in  it  nothing  more  re- 
(narkable,  than  what  we  have  already  feen  j  the  conftant 
^  ind  unwearied  friendfliip  of  Pliny  to  thofe,  for  whom  he 
frofeflcd  an  affection.  We  find  in  Tully  many  epiftlefi 
trf  this  kind ;  the  thirteenth  book  ad  famUiares  is  almoft 
filled  with  letters  of  recommendation.  Tully  wasS  the 
model,'' from  whom  our  author  planned  his  writings.  He 
tells  Regulu«,  Eji  mihl  cum  Cicerone  amubtio  :  nee  fum 
contentus  ekquentta  Jeculi  noflri  »  ;  "I  would  wifh  to  emulate 
^^  Cicero,  and  my  ideas  of  eloquence  go  beyond  what 
**  We  meet  with  in  the  prefent  times."  And,  when  he 
l^ites  to  Arrianus,  he  fay$,  Te  quidem  (ut/cribis)  oh  hoc 
maxifne  deleSfat  auguratus  tneus^  quod  Marcus  Tulliu^ 
ituguffuii.     Lataris  enim^  quod  honoribus  ejus  injijlam^  quen\ 

i  Lit).  |.  ep.  5, 
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ismf^i  injlu4iiici^$  * ':  ^f  The  drcumftance  of  my  beine 
^f  an  suugHrple^es  you  ixioft  (as  you  exprcfs  in  your  letter) 
^^  becau^  TuLLY  had  been  in  that  ofifccbefpre  :  for  yon 
•*  are  glad,  that  I  ftould  follow  him  ip  my  rife  tp  honours, 
**  whom  i  wifh  tp  emulate  in  literature.^  tn  a  letter  to 
Aristo,  his  fears  are  expreffed  rcrv  modcftly ;  Ego  verear^ 
ne  me  nm  fatis  deceat^  quod  de^uit  MarcumTullium  **: 
«*  I  fear,  that  dignity  would  fit  ill  uppn.me^  which  greatly; 
**  became  Tully." 

Cicero  in  profe,  like  Homer  in  poetry,  ftands  alone, 
never  to  be  equalled,  always  to  be  imitated.  The  perfeftipn 
of  theRoman  language \Yaseftablifhed  in  the  days  of  Tully; 
it  was  in  the  decline  in  the  days  of  Pliny.  But  what  abilities, 
^hat  eloquence  can  make  amends,  for  thofe  inhumane  ex- 
preOions,  which  we  find  in  fome  of  Tully's  letters,  when 
he  fpeaks  of  the  murder  Pf  Julius  Cjesar  ?  ^am  veU 
lem^  ad  illas  pulcherrim^s  (puhs  me  idibus  Martiis  invitaffes  ! 
Reliqularum  nihil  haherfmus :  "  O  that  I  had  been  invited 
*'  to  that  delightful  banquet,  on  the  ides  of  March  !  We 
*'  would  have  had  no  offals."  And  again,  Vejlri  pukherri-'  . 
mi  faSfi  ille  furiofus  (i.  e.  Anton i us) »m^  principem  dicit 
fuijje\  utinam  quidem  fuijfem :  ''  That  madman,  Mark 
*'  Anthony,  fays,  tliatl  vras  the  inftrument  and  firft 
*'  promoter  of  that  noble  deed  :  I  wifh  I  had  been."  How  ' 
different  arc  fuch  exclamations  frorn  that  incenfe  of  flat- 
tery, which  Tully  frequently  offers  to  Julius  C^sar, 
wbiisn  living  ?  Such  ipfuks  upon  the  dead  make  Tully  ap« 
pear  mean  fpirited,  and  below  himfelf;  io  that  in  a  cpm- 
^arifon  between  Cicerq  and  Pliny,  we  may  detemiine 
the  firft  to  be  the  greater  orator,  but  the  jaft  the  better  man,    ' 

»  Lib.  4.  cp.  S.  *  LRj.  5.  ep.  3. 
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PLII^y   tQ  COULNELIUS   TA  C  I  T  U  S. 

• 

you  have  lent  me  a  recommendation  of  Jyi-iuj 
Naso  the  candidate.  Is  it  to  mp  you  recom- 
mend Naso  ?  What  if  you  had  recommended  me  to 
myfeif?  However  I  can  eafUy  forgive  youj   fpr  I 

B  4  ihould 
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(hpuiji  have  fcnt  you  a  letter  in  his  favour,  if  you  had 
been  at  Rome  and  I  in  the  country.  But  in  truth  our 
folicitude  for  our  friends  makes  us  imagine  every  ap- 
plication in  their  behalf  indilpenfably  neceflary .  How- 
ever don't  negledt  to  folicit  others.  I  fhall  be  a  par- 
taker of  your  good  wifhes,  and  fhall  do  what  I  can 
to  forward  and  aflift  them.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fixth  cpiftle  of  this  book  fliews  us  how  warmly 
Pliny  efpoufed  the  pretenfions  of  Julius  Naso,  who, 
lye  find  by  his  applications  to  Cornelius  Tacitus,  had 
aSed  in  the  manner,  which  Pliny  certifies  to  Fundanus 
in  that  epiftle :  ^aji  provideret  hoc  tempusy  fedulb  fecit :  pa- 
ravit  amicgs  j  quqs  paraverat  coluit :  *'  He  aded  carefully,  as 
■^*  if  he  had  forefecn  the  time :  He  had  procured  to  him- 
^  felf  friends,  and  thofe,  whom  he  had  gained,  be  p|:e- 
.*.«  ferved." 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E     X. 

I 

WH  E  N  I  came  to  th^  country  houfe  of  my 
mother-in-law,  in  the  Alfian  territories,  a 
houfe,  which  once  belonged  to  Rufus  Verginius, 
the  place  renewed  in  me,  not  without  grief,  the  re- 
membrance of  that  great  and  good  man :  For  he 
ufed  to  live  much  in  this  retirement,  and  called  it  the 
Jitde  neft  of  his  old  age.  Which  way  ibever  I  turned, 
my  heart  and  my  eyes  ftill  wifhed,  and  fought  for 
hin}.  The  fight  of  his  rnonument  gave  me  pleafure, 
biit  it  was  lucceeded  by  pain  ;  for  it  is  yet  unfinifhed, 
nor  is  the  difficulty  of  the  work,  which  is  moderate, 
or  rather  fmall,  die  real  caufe  j  but  the  negligence 
pf  the  perfon,  to  whom  the  care  of  it  was  commit- 
ted. The  confideration,  that  the  aflies  and  unregard- 
(cd  remains  pf  a  jnan,  die  glory  of  whofc  memory  is 
•^  known 
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known  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  fhould,  after  the 
Ipace  of  ten  years,  (for  fo  long  it  is  fince  he  died,) 
lie  without  being  graced  by  an  infcription,  or  even  a 
name,  not  only  filled  me  with  pity,  put  indignation. 
But  he  had  ^ven  orders,  that  his  glorious  and 
immortal  aftion  fhould  be  commemorated  in  thefe 
lines ; 

RuFus,  who  ViNDEX  ovcrcame^ 

Lies  buried  in  this  tomb :  ,       <       ^ 

To  empire  he  preferred  his  fame, 
To  his  own  merits,  Rome. 

So  feldom  is  friendfhip  conftant,  and  fo  foon  are  the 
dead  forgotten,  that  we  ought  to  build  our  own  fe- 
pulchres  5  and  execute,  before  we  die,  the  duties  in- 
cumbent upon  our  heirs.  For  who  has  not  reafon  to 
dread,  what  we  fee  has  happened  to  Verginius  ? 
whole  diflinguiflied  charafter,  as  it  makes  this  treat- 
ment more  fhameful,  fo  it  makes  it  more  notorious. 
Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

.  In  the  fourth  epiftle  of  the  firft  book,  addreffed  by  Pli- 
KY  tohis  mother-in-law,  Pompeia  Celerina,  he  takes 
notice  of  feveral  of  her  country  houfes,  without  mentioning 
the  villa  Alftmfis\  which  was  probably  a  later  purchafe.  it 
was,  we  may  prefume,  in-  the  neighbourhood  of  Alfium ;  at 
leaft  in  the  diftrift  belonging  to  tlut  city ;  a  diftrift,  which 
is  mentioned  particularly  by  Valerius  Maximus,  where 
he  iajrs,  M.  ^miliumPorsinam^L.Cassio  jrfz{/^2/;97 
trimine  nimis  fubltfne  extruSia  villa  injilftenji  agro,  populus^ 
Rnnanus  gravi  muUfd  affecit :  "  The  Roman  people  infii£i:ed 
**  a  heavy  fine  upon  M.  ^milius  Porsina,  whofe  ac- 
"  cufer  was  Lucius  Cassius,  for  having  built  too  mag- 
*^  nificent  an  houfe  for  a  private  perfon,  at  Alfium^  The 
city  of  Alfium  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Ales  us,  a 
Grecian,  the  friend  of  Agamemnon. 

Nic 
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Nec  nott  Argdico  diUSfum  littus  AlrSSO 
Jlfium. 

*«  And  Jl/ium^s  fliore,  Alesus' dear  delight." 

The  fituatfon  of  Alfium  is  mentioned  by  Pliny  the  hifto- 
rian  :  But  the  town  is  now  reduced  to  a  ungle  caftle,  in  the 
duchy  of  Bracciano.  The  verfes,  which  refer  to  a  moft 
noble  felf-conqueft  in  Verqinius  RuFUs,  are  again  in- 
ferted  in  the  hinett^nth  epiftle  of  the  ninth  book,  where  his 
ftory  may  be  more  particularly  related. 

EPISTLE      XI. 

P  L  I  N  Y   /a  M  A  X  I  M  U  S. 

8  Happy  day!  the  praefcd  of  the  city  admitted 
me  into  his  own  court,  where  I  had  the  plea- 
rf  hearing  two  young  rpen  of  great  hopes,  and 
excellent  difpofitions,  plead  before  us,  agaiii^  eacl^ 
other,  Fuscus  Salinator  %  and  Numidius  Qua- 
DRATus  *.  Their  worth  is  equal,  and  they  will  not 
only  be  an  ornament  to  this  age,  but  to  les^rning  itfelf. 
They  ought  to  be  admired  for  their  probity,  fteadi- 
ncfi,  decent  drcfs,  unafFe6ted  language,  manly  voice, 
ftrong  memory,  great  wit,  and  equal  judgement ;  ali 
which  gave  me  the  moft  fenfible  pleaiure.  And  mopc 
Particularly,  bec^ufe  they  looked  upon  me  as  their 
gjuid^;  and  inftruftor ;  and  feemed  to  thofe,  whci 
h.eard  them,  to  be.  defirous  of  treading  in  my  foot- 
fteps.  O  joyful  day  1  (let  me  again  repeat  it)  apd  ta 
be  Dfiarked  with  the  whiteft  ftonc:  for  what  can 
pleafe  the  public  more  effeftually,  than  that  two  noble 

young  men  fliould  endeavour  tg  obtain  honour  and 

•.  *  •  ■         ■ 

*  The  particular  chara6ter  of  Fuscus  $a1inatob.   wiU  be 
found  in  the  26th  epiftle  of  this  book. 
^      **  The  education  of  Numidius  Quadratus  is  dcfcnbed  \y 
ftwilY,  in  the  24th  epiftle  of  book  7. 

reputation 
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repvrtatidn  by  their  ftuicfics  ?  Or,  what  can  be  more 
acceptable  to  ftie,  than.that  I  fhould  be  propofcd,  as 
their  example,  in  the  purfuit  of  virtue  ? 

Such  Joy  I  befeech  the  Gods  always  to  allow  me: 
and  I  implore  the  fame  Gods,  you  are  my  witnefe  *, 
that  they  would  make  all  thefe :  prions,  who  think 
mc  worthy  of  imitation,    better  men  than  I  am. ' 
Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

_  f 

The  generofity  of  Fliny,   in  encouraging,  and  com- 
men'iing  two  hopeful  young  Romans,  is  much  leflened  by 
leverdvain  exprcflions,    dilperfed  throughout  this  cpiftle. 
The  more  glory  a  n^an  aflumes  to  hiniielf,  the  more  glory. 
the  world  will  take  from  him.     CroWns  of  laurel  are  to  be 
received  trom  others,  not  to  be  given  to  us  by  ourfelves*. 
But,  fuch  is  human  frailty,  that  even  the  wifeft,  and  the- 
beft  men  are  often  fubjeft  to  vanity^    It  w*9s  fo  prevailing  a 
paffion  among  the  Romans,  that  it  was  fcafce  looked  upon.' 
as  a  fault.    Tully  was  remarkably  Vain :  Pliny  has  imi- 
tated him,   now  and  then,  too  clofely  in  that  particular.. 
But  Tully  appears  confcious  of  his  error,  wh^re  he  fays^ 
Jiim  avidior  etiam  qudmfatis  fjl  gloria :  ."  I  am  covetous«  rf 
*^  fame  perhaps  to  a  fault."    Plijjy  feems  cither  not  to. 
knoW^  or  relblved  not  to  own  his  weakncfs  j  which  although 
tbo  apparent  in  this,  and  in  fome  other  epift^ep,  yet,  is  fo 
izx  to  be  excufed^  as  it  takes  rife  in  virtue,  and  is  only  a 
ck>nfci6ufne(s  of  real  nierit  carried  to.  excels. 

AS)ibitus  in  confilium  a  frafeSfo  urbis ;.  "  The  praefe£l  ad*^ 
^  nutted  me  into  his:  council."  Hete  we  fee  the  great 
j^wer  of  the  prsefeft  of  Rome  \  but  the  particular  expref- 
fion,  ^n  confilium^  may  bear  different  fignifications.  Confix 
Hum  fometimes  fignines  the  Roman  fenate  :  Thus  Tully 
fU  Divinatione^  Nee  tero  /omnia  graviora,  a  /um?no  eonfiHo^ 
negleSfa  funt :  '^  ^0%  do^s  the  fenate  negle£l  dreams,  that 

a  This  fentence  is  tranflated  according  to  the  edition  of  Pliny 
by  L0NCOHU8.  Deos  era  :  ahiifdem,  tejletey  peto.  In  the  va^ 
riorum  edition  we  read  it,  /kos  oro :  ac  eofdem  teftes  peto»  Mat-* 
TAiRE  inferts  the  former  reading,  which,  in  my  opinion,  feemi 
jnpfl  agr^e^bl^  tp  th^  fenf^  pf  the  a^itbor* 

<<  feem     ^ 
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**  fecm  to  carry  Importance  with  thcnu'*  It  fdmetimes  a- 
giln  flgnifies  the  Roman  privy  council,  as  in  Suetonius^^ 
ivho  fpeaking  of  Augustus,  fays,  Sibique  injiituit  cmfiUa 
foriiri  femijiria^  cum  qutbus  de  negotiisj  ad frequentem  fenatum 
rkferendisy  anU  traffaret  :  '*  And  for  his  own  purpofes,  he 
**  ordered  councils  to  be  held  every  fix  months,  where  he 
^<  might  difcuis  the  ai&irs,  that  were  to  be  produced  in  the  - 
^^  open  feriate."  In  this  epiftle,  the  confiUum  feems  to  fig- 
nify,  a  council  convened  together,  and  chofen  by  the  pow- 
er, and  at  the  difcretion  of  the  city  pr^xfeSf  5  a  magiftrate 
originally  inftituted  by  Romulus,  and  in  fome  meafure 
anfwerable  to  Our  Lord  Mayor ;  but  whofe  authority  was  fo 
much  encreafed .  under  the  emperors,  that  it  feemed  a  new 
dEfice.  The  proffedius  urbhy  in  the  time  of  Romulus,  fat 
as  city  judge,  in  all  caufes  between  the  matter  and  the  fer- 
vant ;  the  orphans  and  their  guardians ;  the  buyer  and  the 
leller.  In  the  abfence  of  the  king,  all  the  regal  authority 
was  Veiled  in  him :  And  the  fame  powers,  and  jurifdidion. 
Were  continued  to  him  under  the  confular  government. 
In  the  reign  of  Augustus,  this  office  is  mentioned  by 
Suetonius  as  a  new  inftitution  :  ^j^^^^  plures  partem  cuf" 
ikinijtranda  reique  caper ent^  nova  officia  0xcogitavit :  curarn 
opfrum  publicorutn^  vtarunij  aquarumy  aheiTiherisy  frumenti 
fipuh  diyidundij  prafeSiuram  urbis  :  '*  That  inore  bands 
f^  might  be  employed  in  the  management  of  public  affairs, 
**  the  emperor  invented  new  employments.  A  prsefe£l  of 
^  the.  city  was  appoirlted  for  the  fuperintendency  of  the; 
**  public  buildings,  roa:ds,  waters,  channel  of  the  Tiber^ 
**  alnd  for  the  cuflribution  of  corn  to  the  people."  The 
feme  author,  in  the  reign  of  Julius  C/esar,  tells  us, 
**.  Officers  of  this  denomination  were  appointed  by  the  em- 
^  peror  inflead  of  praetors  ».**  But  in  fucceeding  reigns, 
fS^e  prafeSfus  urbis  was  a  fmgle  magiflrate  ^,  whofe  power, 
in  me  time  of  Pliny,  was  very  extenfive.    He  examined 

•  \ 

*  SuBT.  J.  QjESKK.'  Cap.  Lxxvi.  pTofe^o/que  pro  praicrthus, 
cpnfiituerit, 

**  Tacitus  informs  us,  that  during  the  civil  wars,  thegovern- 
mcnt  of  Rome  was  given  to  MEC-ffiWASj  afterwards  ioMessala 
GoRviMus,  who  proved  infufficient  to  difcharge  the  office  ;  then  to 
Taurus  Statilius  ;  and  after  him,  to  Piso,  who  fuftained  the 
employment  with  great  honour  for  twenty  years  together.  Tacit. 
Annal.  Lib.  VI.  cap.  Xf. 

?n4 
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and  heard  all  caufes  whatfoever,  intra  centejimum  k^idm^ 
^^  withia  an  hundred  miles  of  Rome*^*  he  received  all  ap^ 
peals  from  inferior  courts ;  and  preceded  all  other  city  m^- 
giftrates.  It  was  in  the  court  belonging  to  this  great  offi- 
cer, where  Pliny  was  admitted,  and  where  he  heard  Fus- 
cus  and  Quadratus  plead.    He  feems  to  have  been  call-  « 

ed  in  to  the  affiftance  of  ihtprafiSf^  adhibitus  in  cmfiliurtiy 
as  a  perfon  to  give  him  advice.  There  is  at  this  day  a 
praefeA  or  governor  of  modern  Rome ;  his  employment  is  of 
the  fame  nature  with  that  of  the  zncicnt  pra/e^us :  but  his 
Jurifdidion  extends  only  forty  miles  round  the  city.  < 

O  diem  latum !  notandumque  mihi  candidijjimo  calcute^ 
Pliny  the  elder  %  in  a  (hort,  but  excellent  diflertation 
upon  human  felicity,  afiures  us,  that  it  was  a  Thracian  . 
cuftom  to  mark  their  happy  days  with  white,  and  their  un^ 
happy  days  with  black  ftonesj  from  when(^  it  became -i 
Roman  proverb  K 

^  Plin.  Natar.  Hift.  lib.  VII.  cap.  XL. 
^  Horace,  alludes  to  this  proverb  ia  the  36th  ode  of  his  fixft 
T)Ook,  where  he  fays 

Creja  ne  careat  pulchra  £es  notd, 

See  the  notes  on  this  paiTage^  in  the  tranflation  of  Horace  by  Mr. 
Frakcis. 
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Pl I N  Y  /^  F A B  A  T u s,  bis  Hiitfe'i grandfather. 

INDEED  you  ought  not  to  make  thele^ft  fcruple 
of  recommending  to  me  any  perfon,  whom  you 
think  worthy  of  your  proteftion  j  for  it  becomes 
you  to  affift:  as  many  as  you  poffibly  can,  and  me,  to 
obey  your  commands  in  any  thing,  in  which  you 
fliall  intereft  yourfelf.  And  therefore  I  IhaU  do  all 
the  fervice  in  my  power,  to  Vectius  Prisc^s,  cfpe- 
cially  in  my  own  court,  among  the  centunwiru\ 

X  ou  order  me  to  forget  your  letters,  which,  you 
%»   you  wrote  to  me,  in  the  utmcdt .  freedom  of 

heart: 
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Jiedit :  But  thofe  letter$  are  fuch,  as  I  would  dAik  to 
remember.  For,  from  them  I  chiefly  kam,  to  what 
It  degree  you  love  me,  when  you  treat  me  as  your  own 
ion.  And  I  own,  they  were  the  more  grateful  to  me,  bc- 
caufe  I  was  on  the  right  fide,  fince  I  had  takeii  the 
utmoft  care  of  the  particular?  recommended  to  me  by 
you. 

Therefore  I  agdn,  and  again,  entreat  you,  always 
widiout  cercmpny  to  reproach  me,  whoi  I  (hall  ap- 
pear to  become  negligent :  I  fay,  appear  »,  becaufe  I 
;hever  fliall  be  &J^ty  of  any  negleft  towards  you. 
'Such  a  reprimand  t  mall  underftaiid  to  proceed  m^e- 
ly  fromyour  aflFe£tion  for  me ;  and  you  will  be  glad 
'to  find)  I  do  npt.^leferye .it.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

At  the  fame  time,  that  there  is  avowedly  tho  utmoft 
friendfhip  in  this  letter,  it  ftill  contains  a  certain  air  of  re- 
Ipeft,  that  (hews  Pliny  looked  upon  his  wife's  relations, 
with  the  fame  eye  of  duty  and  alFc^ion,  as  upon  his  own. 
•And  although  r  abatus  is  not  of  the  leaft  confequence  to 
the  prefent  age,  and  his  name  fcarce  ever  mentioxied,  I  be* 
Ueve,  except  in  thefe  epifUes;  yet  there  is  a  pleafure,  in 
reading  Pliny's  letters  to  him ;  as  from  them  he  appears  to 
have  been  an  amiable,  fweet  natured  old  man,  equally  lov* 
ing,  and  beloved  by  his  family. 

a  Fidelor  dico.     In  feme  editions  of  Pliny  thefe  words  are 
^  omitted :  They  are  inferted  in  the  edition  of  Longolivsx   and 
give  a  real  beauty  to  the  letter. 

E  PI  S  T  L  E     XIIL 

P  L  I  N  Y    /^    U  R  S  U  S. 

T  T  AVE  you  ever  feen  a  man,  who  has  undcr- 

JL  X  gpne  more  pains  and  vexation,  than  our  friend 

;  Yarenus  ? :  He  has  Jaeen  ouvier  a  aecefiity  to  defend, 

andi. 
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Wicly  as  it  virtrtj  again  to  petition,  for  what  he  had 
€)btaihed  before  "^ith  great  difficulty.  The  Bithynians 
had  the  afiiirance  to  criticife,  and  endeavour  to  over- 
throw the  decree  of  the  fenate,  before  the  confuls,; 
and  even  to  complain  of  it  to  the  emperor,  although 
he  wfts  then  abfent  from  Rotrn.  The  emperor  feiH: 
them  back  to  the  ieniate,  and  they  (till  perfiiled  in 
their  attempt. 

Claudius  Capito  pleaded  for  them  with  more  in- 
decency^ than  refohition;  as  he  impeached  beforfc 
the  fenate  their  own  decree.  Fronto  Catius  an- 
swered him  with  dignity  and  fteadinefs. 
•  .  The  behaviour  of  the  fenate,  upon  this  occafion, 
was  admirable.  For  even  they,  who  had  before  de- 
nied Varenus  what  he  alked,  were  of  opinion,  that 
what  had  been  granted,  fhould  (till  be  allowed  him. 
Becaufc,  if  the  aflfair  propofed  to  the  fenate  was  new, 
every  fenator  might  ufe  his  own  freedom  and  diffent  % 
but  when  once  the  fame  thing  was  determined  by  the 
m^ority,  it  was  becoming  the  fenate  to  fupport  that 
det^mination.  Asilius  Rufus,  feconded  only  by 
feveh,  or  eight,  nay  but  by  feven,  perfifted  in  their 
fotifter  opinion.  Among  tiefe  few  were  fome,  whofe 
tempor^  gravity,  or  rather  appearance  of  gravity, 
was  laughed  at.  But  I  leave  you  to  confider,  what 
-great  ftruggles,  and  how  great  oppofition,  flill  remain 
for  us  to  unda^go,  in  a  dilpute,  the  very  beginning  of 
which  hath  occafioned  thefe  contefts.     Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  is -a  continuance  of  the  caufc  between  Varenus 
and  the  Bithynians^  mentioned  in  the  fifth  epiftle  of  this 
book :  And  from  hence  it  appears,  that  the  Bithynians  ob- 
ftinately  perfevered  in  their  vindiftive  difpofition  :  they,  ap.- 
pealed  from  the  decree  of  the  fenate  to  the  judgemerit  of 
thie  emperor  ;  'hut  Trajan  referred  them  back  again  to  the 
fenate.  As  he  was  not  prefent,  when  the  caufe  was  heard* 
h?  wdtild  not  cenfure  any  fenatorial  decree  ^  nor  would  he 

imagine^ 
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imagine,  that  an  ailemf^ly,  which  6ught  to  be  compofed  of 
wife  and  equitable  judges,  had  given  a  partial,  or  a  wrong 
determination. 

The  Bithynians  ftill  went  on  in  their  piiffuit  of  Vare- 
Kus.  Their  advocate  was  Claudius  Capito  ;  he  argued 
irreverenter  magis  quam  con/ianter :  **  with*more  impudence 
^^  than  fteadineis."  He  dared  to  find  &ult  with  the  decree^ 
even  before  the  judges,  who  had  pronounced  it.  Rehear* 
ings  are  frequently  admitted  in  our  courts  of  equity ;  but  they 
are  always  introduced  with  great  deference  and  refpe£l:  to  the 
coutt  When  the  proofs  in  a  caufe  have  not  been  fuffici- 
ently  laid  before  the  courts  there  is  often  a  neceffity  for  re- 
liearing  that  caufe ;  the  judges,  from  not  being  fully  appris- 
ed of  every  circumflance,  may  have  been  miihJcen  :  but  in 
that  cafe,  the  lawyers,  who  petition  for  the  rehearing,  are 
only  blamed ;  the  juftice  of  the  court  itfelf  is  never,  in 
any  degree,  impeached.  Our  lefler  courts  of  juftice  are 
more  facred,  it  feems,  than  the  fupreme  judicature  of  old 

Senatus  ijle  mirificus  :  '*  That  miraculous  fenate."  This 
extraordinary  praife,  beflowed  upon  the  fenate,  carries  with 
it  the  appearance  of  a  cenfure,  as  if  it  was  amazingly 
^ange,  that  any  determination  from  that  aflembly  fhould 
l>e  equitable :  Or,  perhaps,  Pliny  refers  to  the  corrupt 
ibte,  in  which  the  fenate  of  RontA  had  formerly  been  im- 
merfed :  And  this  conjedure  is  the  more  probable,  as  our 
author  never  omits  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  the  happi* 
nefs,  and  impartiality  of  Trajan^s  reign. 

AciLius  tantum  Rufus,  et  cum  eo  Jeptem  an  oSio^  feptem 
immOf  in  priori  fententid  perfeverarunt :  "  The  only  perfon 
'^  who  perfevered  in  his  former  opinion,  was  AciLius  Ru« 
**  Fus,  at  the  head  of  feven  or  eight  more,  nay  only,  of 
.  **  feven."  This  Acilius  Rufus  had,  in  all  probability, 
feven  votes  at  command ;  certain  followers,  of  no  conse- 
quence in  themfelves,  but  whofe  a£tions  and  voices  were  di* 
wfted  by  Rufus. 

From  the  conclufion  of  this  epiflle,  we  may  fee  how  verjr 
much  an  affeded  fandity,  temporaria  gravitasy  vel  poistts 
gravitatis  imitatioy  *'  a  temporizing  gravity,  or  rather  the 
*'  mimickry  of  fuch  a  charader,"  was  defpifed  among  the 
Romans.  Hypocrify  will  be  ever  deteflable,  and  tidiculons 
in  all  ages,  and  in  all  nations :  And  yet  this  maik  of  coun* 
tenance  has  had  dreadful  effects  in  our  own  kingdoms; 

the 
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the  fanatics  having  once  overturned  the  government^  by  an 
immoveable  gravity,  and  a  length  S[  &ce,  that,  like  the 
Gorgon's  head,  deftroyed  all,  who  beheld  it. 

EPISTLE     XIV. 
Puny  to  Junius  Mauricus. 

YO  U  invite  me  to  Formianum.  I  will  come, 
upon  this  condition  only,  that  you  fliall  do  no- 
thing contrary  to  your  conltant  manner  of  living* 
In  this  agreement,  my  regard  is  mutual  to  us  both. 
The  fea  and  the  Ihore  are  not  the  objedls  in  my  in- 
tended journey;  I  follow  retirement,  liberty,  and 
you  :  otherwite  Rome  itfelf  would  be  preferable*  In 
all  things  there  is  a  compliance  neceffary,  either  to 
ourfelves,  or  to  others  :  fuch  is  my  natural  inclination, 
that  I  would  be  totally  and  folely  employed  in  what- 
ever I  undertake.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

r 

This  cpiftle  is  addreffed  to  Junius  Mauricus  •,  who 
probably  had  retired,  after  his  return  from  bani(hment,  to  a 
country  houfe,  near  Formia ;  where,  it  is  evident,  he  en- 
joyed one  of  the  greafeft  blejQings  upon  earth,  otium  cum  /f- 
tertattj  *'  leifure  and  liberty." 

The  particular  fpot,  where  the  villa  of  Mauricus  was 
fituated,  is  not  to  be  afcertained  :  we  find,  that  the  houfe 
commanded  a  profpe£):  of  the  fea,  and  the  adjoining  fhore : 
we  nuy  therefore  prefume  to  place  it  near  Formic,  a  fea  port 
of  the  mare  Tyrrhemim^  which  Pliny  the  elder  mentions 
tiius  :  Oppidum  Formia^  Hormiaprius  olim  diSfum  :  nt  exijli^ 
mavere^  antiqua  Laflrygonumfedes  :  "  The  town  of  Fofmia 
•<  (anciently  csiled  Hormia)  according  to  the  general  opi- 
•*  nion,  was  thought  to  have  b)feen  the  feat  of  the  La/ity^, 
•'  gons.^*  The  hiftorian  took  his  account  of  the  LaJTrygons 
firom  Homer,  as  we  are  informed  by  his  fcholiaft  HAkDu- 

A  See  the  obfervations  on  £p.  5.  of  the  fird  book. 
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INUS,  whofe  word^  are,  Lajlrygones  rt  if  fa  in  Sicilia  tanttuk 
fiure  1  fid  ex  Sicilia  ttanjiulit  ^os  in  Italiam  l^OMZKVSy  in. 
tabuldj  quam  contexebat  de  Ulyssis  erroribus:  'f  The  Lol^ 
^^  Jirygons  in  faft  were  only  in  Sicily  :  but  Homer,  in  the 
**  geographical  defcription,  which  he  was  making  of  the 
<«  voyages  of  Ulysses,  brought  them  from  Sicily  into  Ita^ 
*'  ly'*  Although  in  general.  Homer's  defcription  of  his 
hero's  voyage  is  poetical,  yet,  in  this  particular,  his  ac- 
count may  not  be  fabulous  :  a  colony  of  Laftrygom  might 
tranfplant  themfelves  from  Sicily  into  Italy ^  an^  might  form 
a  fettlement  upon  this  part  <)f  the  MeSt^rraman  fcore ;  but 
whether  the X^^ry^^wj,  or  tht  Lacedamonjans^  according  to. 
Strabo  S  built  the  city  of  Formiaj  it  is  certain,  the  ter- 
ritories of  it,  in  the  days  of  Pliny,  were  in  every  refpefit 
delicious,  and  fruitful.  Their  vines  are  recorded  by  Ho- 
KACE  ^  in  his  invitation  to  Mjecenas;  where  he  men- 
tions the  Formiani  collesy  zs.  produ^ive  of  a  choice  vine^ 
which  his  ceconomy,  andfbtioOgi  90^14  not  afford. 

a  Lib.  5.  ^  Lib*  i.  Ode  zo. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XV. 

Pliny  to  Voconius  Ro  ma  nv  s\ 

YO  U  were  not  prefent,  at  a  nooft  extraordinary* 
occurrence  •,  nor  was  I,  but  the  ftory  reached 
me  juft  after  it  happened.  Passienus  Paulus,  a 
Roman  Knight  of  an  illuftrious  family,  and  a  perfon 
of  great  learning,  cpmpofes  elegies.  Jt  is  an  heredi-^ 
ta.ry  accompli0im,eiiit ;  for  he  is  the  countryman  p^ 
Propertius,  whom  he  always  reckons  ampng  hi^ 
anccftors.  In  the  riehe^rfal  of  his  verfes,  he  thus  be^ 
gan,  G  Priscus,  do  you  cotmnand?  Upon  this  Jabo-, 
L.ENUS  Priscus,  (for  hc  was  prcfcnt,  as  he  is  the  par- 
ticular friend  of  Paulus)  cried  out.  Indeed  I  do  not^ 
command.  Imagine,  wbat  laughter,  what  jefts  ea-, 
lue^;    Priscus  is  a  good  deal  diford^red  in  his  fenn. 

*  lu  the  edition  of  Loncolius,  this  epiftle,  as  the  former,  is 
addreiTed  to  Mavricus^  but  in  mofl  other  edicions,  to  Romanus. 

fes: 
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ie3  :  however  he  enjoys  public  offices,  is  admitted  into 
council,  and  even  pleads  in  public  ;  which  rendered 
this  aftion  more  ridiculous  and  remarkable.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  madnefs  of  another  has  damped 
Paulus. 

In  rehearfals,  great  care  Ihould  be  taken,  that  not 
only  the  perfons,  who  rehearfe,  but  their  audience  al- 
foy  ihould  enjoy  a  perfeft  fanity  of  mind.    Adieu^ 

OBSERVATIONS. 

An  unlucky  jefl^  thrown  out  by  a  madman,  is  fcarce  ever 
to  be  recovered ;  por  is  it  iafe,  in  public  fpeeches  of  any 
kind,  to  afk  queftions :  they  often  draw  on  very  bitter  re- 
plies. Thus  the  preacher,  who,  in  the  vehemence  of  a  te- 
ifieus  fermon,  cried  out ;  where  fhall  I  place  my  faint } 
wa»  anfwered  loudly  by  one  of  his  audience,  Herey  I  eri^ 
treat  y9U  ;  /  will  go  aivay^  and  leave  room  for  him. 

Passibnus  Paulus  feems  to  have  made  bis  anceftor 
PaoPERTius  the  pattern  of  his  poetical  writings  i  and  to 
have  rehearfed  his  elegies  publicly,  in  imitation  of  that 
poet ;  at  whofeiehearf^s  Ovid  was  often  prefent ; 

,  Sapefuosfolitus  recitare  Tko'PEKTIUS  ignes^ 
jun  Jodalitiiy  qui  mihi  jun^fus  erat  K 

•«  To  rac  PROPEii'f*|us  would  his  loves  recite^ 
^€  ppr  Social  friendihip  did  our  hearts  unite. 

We  fhall  find  the  charafler  of  Passienus  Paulus  re- 
peated, and  more  fully  difcufled  hereafter.  His  works  muft 
nave  been  a  great  lofs  to  pofterity.  In  this  epiftle  he  is 
compared  to  his  kinfman  Propertius,  and  in  the  ninth 
,  book,  Pliny  fays,  "  If  fimilitude  of  genius  is  a  proof  of 
*•  affinity,  Paulus  muft  appear  very  nearly  related  to  Ho-e 
^^  RACE."  Thb  letter  ought  to  have  been  immediately 
fiicceeded^  by  the  twenty  fecond  epiftle  of  the  ninth  book» 

a  Ovid  de  triilibus^  lib.  4.  elcg.  io« 
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EPISTLE    XVL 
Pliny  /^CorneliusTacitus. 

YO  U  are  defirous,  that  I  fhould  give  yofu  an  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  my  uncle ;  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  tranfmit  it  to  pofterity  with  the  greater 
truth.  I  return  you  thanks.  I  forefee,  that  his  death, 
when  celebrated  by  you,  muft  procure  eternal  honour 
to  his  name  ;  for  although  his  fall  was  attended  by 
the  deftru6tion  of  moil  beautiflil  territcM^ies,  feeming, 
as  it  were,  deftined  to  be  remembered  equally  with 
thofe  nations  and  cities,  who  perifh  by  fome  memorr 
able  event;  although  he  had  compiled  works  both 
numerous,  and  lafting ;  yet  the  immortality  of  your 
writings  will  lengthen  out  the  charadter,  which  he 
has  eftablilhed  to  himfelf.  I  confider  it  as  a  blefling, 
to  be  pofleflcd  of  endowments,  which  either  qual^ 
us  for  adions  worthy  of  ,pubUc  record,  or  inlpire  us 
to  write  any  thing,  wordiy  of  public  attention.  But, 
I  think  thofe  perfons  peculiarly  favoured  from  heaven, 
who  obtain  both  thefe  qualifications.  My  uncle,  by 
his  owo  works,  and  by  yours,  may  be  numbered 
among  thefe  laft.  For  which  reafon,  I  more  readily 
undertake,  and  even  wilh  for  the  employment,  that 
you  enjoin. 

He  was  at  Mtfenum^  where  he  had  the  commandi 
of  a  fleet,  which  was  flationed  there.  On  the  ninth 
x)f  the  calends  of  September  %  about  the  feventh 
hour  \  my  npiother  informed  him,  that  a  cloud  ap- 
peared of  unuliial  fize  and  fhape.  After  having  re- 
pofed  himfelf  in  the  fun,  and  ufed  the  cold  bath,  he 
had  tafled  a  flight  repaflx,  and  was  returned  to  his 
ftudies ;  he  immediately  called  for  his  fandals,  and 

»  On  the  25d  of  Aaguft.  ^  One  o'clock. 

re- 
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f qpaircd  to  an  higher  point  of  view,  from  whence  he 
might  more  plainly  difcern  this  prodigy.     The  cloud, 
(the  fpeftators  could  not  diftinguifh  at  a  diftance 
from  what  mountain  it  arofe,  but  it  was  afterwards 
found  to  be  Vefuvius)  advanced  in  height,  nor  can  I 
give  you  a  more  juft  reprefentation  of  it,  than  the  form 
of  a  pine  tree ;  for,  ipringing  up  in  a  diredl  line, 
like  a  tall  trunk,  the  branches  were  widely  diftended. 
I  believe,  while  the  vapour  was  frelh,  it  more  eafily 
afcended  ;  but  when  that  vapour  was  wafted,    the 
doud  became  loofe;  or,  perhaps,  opprefled  by  its 
own  gravity,  dilated  itfelf  into  a  greater  breadth.     It 
fometimes  appeared  bright,  and  fometimes  black,  or 
ipotted,   according  to  the  quantities  of  earth   and 
:^es  mixed  with  it.     This  was  a  furprifing  circum- 
ftance,  and  it  deferved,  in  the  opinion  of  that  learn- 
ed man,  to  be  enquired  into  more  exaftly.     He  com- 
manded a  Lihurnian  *"  galley  to  be  prepared  for  him, 
and  made  me  an  offer  of  accompanying  him,  if  I 
pleafed.     I  replied,  it  was  more  agreeable  to  me  to 
purfue  my  ftudies ;  and,  as  it  happened,  he  had  al- 
lotted me  Ibmething,    at  that  time,  to  write.     He 
went  out  of  the  houfe,  with  his  tablets  in  his  hand* 
•The  mariners  at  Retinae  being  under  confternation  at 
the  approaching  danger  (for  that  village  was  fituated 
under  the  mountain,  nor  were  there  any  means  of 
cfcaping,  but  by  fea,)  entreated  him  not  to  venture 
upon  fo  hazardous  an  enterprize.     He  continued  firm 
to  his  refolution  \  and  performed,  with  great  forti- 

C  3  tude 

^  Juhet  Lihumicam  aptari.  The  word  Lihuma^  or  Lihurnlca^ 
in  general  iignifies  a  light  veiTel ;  but  as  the  lllyrian  form  of  (hips 
was  adopted  into  the  Roman  fervice,  from  the  battle  of  ABium$ 
for  the  important  ufe  they  were  of  in  that  engagement ;  and,  as 
Horace  has  laid  fuch  particular  ftrefs  upon  them  in  Ode  37, 
book  I,  and  again,  in  his  lil  Epode,  I  have  chofen  to  diftinguifh 
them  by  the  name  of  their  country. 

*  In  the  edition  of  Pliny's  epifUes  by  Longolius,  this  ftn- 

tence  ^nds  thus.     Vertit  ilk  con/ilium.    It  is  the  fame  in  the  tef" 

C  J.  timonia 
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,  tude  of  mind,  what  be  had  at  firfl  undertaken  fircmi 
a  third  of  knowledge. 

He  commanded  the  gallies  to  put  off  from  land, 
^d  embarked  with  a  defign  not  only  to  relieve  the 
people  of  Retifkej  but  many  others  in  diftrefs,  as  the 
ihore  was  interlperfed  with  a  variety  of  pleafant  vil* 
lages.  He  failed  immediately  to  places,  which  were 
^  ffcandoned  by  other  people,  and  boldly  held  his 
courfe  in  the  face  of  danger,  fo  compofed,  as  to  re- 
mai:k  diftiniUy  the  appearance  and  progrefs  of  this 
.dreadful  calamity,  ana  to  digeft,  and  didtate  tho& 
remarks. 

He  now  found,  that  the  afties  beat  into  the  fhips 
piuch  hotter,  and  in  greater  quantities;  and  as  he 
drew  nearer,  pumice  ftones,  with  black  flints,  burntj 
;3nd  torn  up  by  the  flames,  broke  in  upon  them :  and 
now,  the  haify  ebb  cf  the  fea,  and  ruins  tumbling 
from  the  mountain,  hindred  their  nearer  approach  to 
the  fhwe.  Paufing  a  little  upon  this,  whether  he 
Ihould  not  return  back,  and  infl:igated  to  it  by  the 
pilot,  he  cries  out,  Fortune  affifts  the  brave :  let  m 
tnake  the  heft  of  our  way  to  Pomponianus,  who  was 
|jien  at  Stabi^^  and  lay,  oppofite  to  a  bay,  into  which 
the  iea,  creeping  gendy  along  that  wincting  coafty  in^ 
jiinuates  itielt.  Pomponianus,  although  not  in  inc^ 
mediate  ponU,  yet  feeing  it  plainly,  and  Jbding  it  ap 
proaching  fait,  was  putting  his  baggage  on  board 
fbmt  veflels,  with  a  defign,  of  making  bis  efcape  by 
fea,  whenever  the  contrary  wind  fhould  .abate.  Mf 
uncle  arriving  with  a  fair^wind  at  this  place,  em- 
braced; coniforted,  and  encouraged  his  trembling 
friend :  and  to  effe6t  this,  feemed  himfelf  to  be  under 
po  kind  of  apprehenfion ;  but  ordering  his  fervants 
'    to  carry  hjni  to  the  bath,  when  he  had  bathed,,  went 

timoma /ele^a  dp  Vtimio,  before  the  folio  edition  of  Pliny,  the 
plder  by  Harduinus.  The  Fariorum  edition,  and  Mattaire* 
^xhibit  it|  nonr  verftf  ilU  conjilium,  to  >yhicii  fenfe  I   have  ad- 

"to 
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\o  ilijp^,  ttdler  Ivith  a  real  cHearfiilnefs,  or,  what  is 
equally  the  fign  bf  a  great  liiind,  the  appearance 
bfit. 

.  In  the  mean  time  flafaies  iflufed  from  various  parts 
bF  mount  VffmHus^  and  Ipreading  widb,  and  tower- 
ing to  a  great  height,  made  a  vdft  blaze,  the  glare 
and  hotror  of  which  Ivere  ftiU  encreafed  by  the  gloom- 
infcfs  of  the  night. 

My  uncle,  to  remove  the  general  fear,  faid,  that 
th(i  Uaze  was  occafidned  by  the  villages  being  on  fire, 
which  ^re  nbw  defertea  by  the  country  people; 
Then  ietiring  to  take  his  reft,  he  enjoyed  a  found 
fleep ;  fdr  being  of  a  grofe,  and  corpulent  habit  of 
body,  he  was  neard  to  fnore,  by  thofe  who  waited 
upon  him.  The  court,  beyond  which  was  his  apart^ 
rrifent,  by  this  time  was  fo  filled  with  cinders,  and 
tnimice  ftoneis,  that  had  he  continued  any  longer  in 
niS  room,  his  paflkge  from  it  would  have  been  ftop- 
Jjed  up.  Being  awakened  therefore,  he  quitted  his 
chambel-,  and  returned  to  Pomponia^tus,  and  the 
reft,  whofe  fears  had  hindered  them  from  fleeping, 
and  whd  had  beert  upon  the  watch.  They  conmlted 
together,  whether  it  would  be  mdre  advifeable  to 
keeb  under  the  fhelter  of  that  rodf,  or  retire  into 
the  Heidi  5  for  the  houfe  tottered  to  and  fro,  as  if  it 
had  been  (haken  from  the  foundation  by  the  frequent 
fctttK4uakes.  On  the  other  hand  they  dreaded  the 
ftones,  which,  by  being  burnt  into  cinders,  although 
they  fell  with  no  great  weight,  yet  fell  in  large  quan- 
tities. 6ut. after  cortfidering  the  different  hazards, 
^hich  they  run,  the  advice  of  going  out  prevailed : 
in  others,  one  kind  of  fear  conquered  another ;  in 
my  uncle,  one  prudential  reafon  only  fucceeded  td 
another.  ^ 

They  coveted  their  heads  with  pillows  bound  with 
ilaplcins  ;  this  was  their  only  defence  againft  the  fhow- 
ef  of  ftoneSi  And  now,  when  it  was  day  every 
where  elfe,   they    were   furrounded   with  darknefsj 

C  4  blacker 
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Wacker  and  more  difmal  than  night,  which  however 
.was  fometimes  difperfed  by  feveral  flafhes,  and  erup- 
tions from  the  mountain.  They  agreed  to  go  farther  in 
upon  the  fhore,  and  to  look  out  from  the  neighbour- 
ing land,  if  they  might  venture  to  fea  -,  but  the  fea 
continued  raging  and  tempeftuous.  Then  my  uncle 
laying  himfelf  down  upon  a  cloth  fpread  on  the 
ground,  called  twice  for  fome  water,  and  drank  it  j 
{)ut  the  flames,  and  a  ftench  of  fulphur,  which  pre- 
ceded them,  obliged  others  to  immediate  flight,  and 
rouzed  him.     He  raifed  himfelf  upon  his  feet,  fup- 

Sorted  by  two  fervants,  but  his  relpiration  being 
.  :opt,  he  immediately  dropt  down ;  fl:ifled,  as  I  ima- 
gine, by  the  fulphur,  and  groflfnefs  of  the  air.  His 
Jungs,  as  he  was  narrow  chefl:ed,  were  naturally  weak, 
^d  fubjedt  to  inflammations.  When  the  light  re» 
j:urncd,  which  was  not  till  the  third  day  after  his 
death,  his  body  was  difcovered  untouched  by  the.  fire, 
without  any  viable  hurt,  in  the  drefs  in  which  he  fell ; 
spearing  rather  like  a  perfon  fleeping,  than  like  one 
who  was  4^* 

My  mother  and  I  ftill  continued  at  Mifenum.  But, 
Jthis  has  no  relation  tp  the  hjflory,  nor  did  you  defire 
any  particulars,  except  thofe  of  my  uncle's  death.  I 
Jhall  therefore  finUh  my  letter ;  adding  only,  that  I 
have  fent  you  all  the  circumfl:ances,  which  I  either 
law  myfelf,  or  were  communicated  to  me,  at  a  time 
when  the  truth  pf  every  (ingle  incident  could  be  eafily 
recoUefted,  From  hence  you  will  feleft  fuch  paflages 
as  you  fliall  think  proper :  for  it  is  one  thing  tq 
write  a  letter,  anpther  to  compile  an  hiftory;  nor  i^ 
^he  difference  lefe  between  writing  to  a  friend  in  parr 
ficylar^  than  tp  the  world  in  general.    Fjirewellt 

qbse;rvatiqns, 

There  are  fome  few  obfcure  paflages  in  this  epiftle,  which 
embarrafs  the  trdnil^tion,  apd  interrupt  the  tluead  of  a  very 
curious  narrative. 
^  Ilfi 
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lUi  agrtflium  trepidationey  ignes  reliSfos^  deferiafque  villas 
p£r  fcUtudinem  ardere^  in  remedium  fomudinis^  di£iitabat. 
The  meaning  of  this  confufed  fentence  is,  that  the  fears  of 
PoMPONiANUS,  and  of  his  companions,  beginning  to  aug- 
ment, as  they  obferved  the  flames  encreafing  and  fpreading 
themfelves  wider,  Pliny,  to  calm  thofe  apprehenfions,  de- 
dared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  fire  from  the  mountain  wa^ 
not  encreafed,  nor  did  it  fpread  itfelf  wider  now,  than  be- 
fore :  but  that  the  country  people,  having,  in  their  terror, 
deferted  their  habitations,  fome  of  the  noufes  had  taken 
fire,  and  had  communicated  their  flames  to  other  houfes  ad- 
joining; and,  as  no  inhabitants  were  refident  to  flop  the 
progreis  of  the  conflagration,  all  the  houfes  upon  the  fhore,  « 
which  were  contiguous  to  each  other,  mufl  inevitably  be  in 
flames. 

^od  tamen  pertculorum  cQlktio  elegit :  et  apud  ilium  quidem 
ratio  rationem^  apud  alios  timorem  timor  vicit.  Here  is  a 
jingl^  of  words,  ratio  rationeniy  timorem  timor^  that  by  no 
m^ans  e;cprefi  the  calmnefs  and  confideration,  with  which 
Pliny  a<9:^d,.  amidft  the  fcene  of  horror  from  Vefuvius^ 
iand  the  great  alarips  of  thofe  few  friends,  who  furrounded 
tiim,  and  whofe  fears  drove  them  backwards,  or  forwards, 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  Where  a  plain  narrative  b 
to  be  purfued,  flmplicity  and  natural  reflexions  not  only 
{Explain,  but  in  reality-  embellifh  the  ftory ;  and  his  nephew 
might  h^ve  faid  unafl^fStedly,  ^^  that  the  part,  which  others 
*'  a£led  from  the  diftratSlion  of  fear,  was  purfued  by  his 
*•  uncle,  from  the  fl:rength  of  reafon,  and  from  piature  de- 
•*  liberation."  In  inftances  of  this  fort,  our  author  fome- 
times  lays  himfelf  too  open  to  cenfure ;  yet  the  criticifins 
can  only  be  levelled  againft  his  ftile,  which,  if  divefted  of 
certain  little  turns,  the  fafhion  of  that  age,  would  appear  to 
us  more  nervous  and  important. 

ThjB  writings  of  Pliny  the  elder  have  been  fpecified  in 
die  fifth  epiftle  of  the  thjjd  book.  The  particulars  of  his 
life,  as  a  ftatefman,  or  a  foldier,  (for  he  a&ed  in  both 
thefe  capacities,}  are  not  fo  illuftrious,  as  to  leave  any  re- 
markable records  of  his  military  or  political  a£lions.  The 
confidence  repofed  in  him  by  Vespasian,  and  Titus,  is 
much  to  his  honour.  He  was  employed  in  the  councils  of 
yBspASiAN  :  Antt  lucem  ibat  ad  Wesfasiavvm  impera^ 
form  •;  "  lie  went  to  the  emperor  Vespasian  before  day-i* 

9  Lib;  3.  Ep.  c. 

.  ^  break/' 
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<<  bftdc,*'  And  by  TiTtJS  was  appoiiitcd  admiral  of  th^ 
Roman  fleet  at  Mifenum. 

The  gcheitlity  of  writers  fix  his  birth  at  Firoftii  5  biit 
HarduiKus,  the  beft,  and  lateft  editor  of  his  wdrks,  fays, 
he  was  born  at  Rome.  The  time  of  his  birth  i^ais  the  tehtH 
year  of  Tiberius,  and  of  Rome,  the  feven  hundred  and 
feventy  fifth,  in  the  confullhip  of  L.  Asinius  PolLio, 
and  C.  Antistius  Verus. 

,  Fuh  il/i\  fays  Harduinus^  pntnomen  Caius,  nomen 
PLkNius,  cognomen  Secundus:  Plinius,  ex  patfe  i  Se^ 
CUNDUS,  ex  matre;  quamobrem  Pomponius  SECUNbus 
watei  affinis  ei  fuit,  natus  ftmiliter  ex  PoMP Off  i O  patre,  et 
matre  Secunda,  Plinii  Secundi  matertera  *  :  "  Caiu^ 
*'  was  his  firft  name,  his  fecond  name  was  PlinV,  and  his 
*•  laft,  or  furname,  was  Secundus.  He  was  called  PjL  1  n  v 
**  from  his  father^  Secundus  from  his  mother;  wherefore 
**  Pomponius  Secundus  was  his  near  relation,  be- 
*•  irig  the  fon  of  Pomponius  and  Secun1)A,  the  aunt  of 
^<  Plinius  Secundus,'* 

r  Nothing  of  notoriety  occurs  In  the  life  of  PtiKt  the  el- 
der, till  tms  account  of  his  cataftrophe,  which  happened  iii 
the  firft  year  of  Titus,  in  the  year  of  ^;w^  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty  one,  when  he  had  not  fully  coiiipleted  fifty 
ferfen  years  of  age. 

NonUm  eaUnd.  Septembriry  botdferefeptlfHi,  mater  meh  tndieai 
&1  Mparere  HubefH  tnujhata  et  magnitudihe  H  Jhede  :■  **  Upoii 
^^  the  twenty  third  of  Auguft,  about  one  oxlock  in  the  af* 
**  ternoon,  his  fitter,  the  mother  of  the  younger  ?linv, 
**  interrupted  her  brother  in  his  ftudies,  by  Ihewing  to  him 
^  a  cloud  of  uhcdmmon  fize,  aud  appearance.'*  It  is  a 
mattet  of  <joubt,  whether  the  eruption  of  Vefuvius  at  this 
time  Wds  thb  firft^  that  had  ever  happened.  But  in  all  pro- 
bability, fo  extraordinary  a  phsenomenoti  Would  have  been 
taken  great  notice  of,  if  it  had  ever  appeared  before,  and 
tfiieifcially  by  Pliny  the  elder,  who  itlentions  Mtna  in  a 

^  I»thc  citaMgfic,  given  to  us  by  Pliny  the  younger,  of  hii 
ttttele's  Writings,  he  fays,  De  'vita  Pompon ii  Sbcundi  diio  [iihri,^ 
M  quo  fingularitir  amatuSf  hoc  rketnoriit  amci  debitum  mukus  ab/oh 
^/,  Lib.  3.  Ep/^.  And  we  find  by  HaHduinus,  that  Pom- 
pon ivs  was  his  coafin-german,  his  aunt^s  kiti ;  the  mtfthei^  of  tfa^ 
natural  hidorian  was  fifter  to  the  mother  df  PoMPONius.  Thd 
name  of  each  of  the  two  fillers  was  Secunda* 

very 
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jrtSTf  particular  fkianner  %  and  who  could  only  have  been 
prevented  by  death  from  giving  a  much  more  exad:  account 
frf^  Vififuiush 

yam  navibus  ctnis  inciderat^  quo  prepiut  accederentj  calidior 
it  denfUt ;  }am  pumices  etiam^  nigrique^  et  ambufli^  et  fraSii 
iffu  kipi€Us  :  *<  The  afhes  now  In^gan  to  alight  on  the  deck% 
**  and  were  hotter  and  thicker,  as  the  (hips  approached. 
^'  Now  pumice  &nd  other  ftones,  fhattered  to  pieces  by  thd 
•*  vehemence  of  the  flames,  flew  about :  they  were  quite 
<^  black  and  burnt  to  a  coal."  In  the  year  one  thouiand 
(Seven  hundred  arid  feveenteen,  Dodor  Berkley  \  the  pre*^ 
fent  biihop  of  Cloyne  in  Ireland^  vifited  Vefuvius^  at  leafk 
mthasmuch  boldnefs  and  curiofity  as  Pliny  the  elder. 
The  account  given  by  the  biihop  of  that  mountain  was 
conununicated  to  the  royal  fociety  by  Dodor  ArbutH^* 
NOT,  and  is  publiihed  in  the  Philofophical  TranfatS^ions; 
It  agrees,  in  many  particulars,  with  this  defcription  :  but  I 
am  inclined  to  believe^  that  the  pumice  flones  '',  here  mtn^ 
tionedf  were  a  kind  of  glutinous  matter,  which  is  thus  de^ 
fcribed  by  the  biflkop.  ^^  The  other  mouth  was  lower  in  thtt 
^^'  fide  di  the  lame  new  formed  hill :  I  could  difcern  it  to  be 
'^  filled  with  red  hot  liquid  riiattety  like  that  in  the  furnac6 
^^  (»f  a  glafs-houfe,  which  raged  and  wrought  as  the  wave^ 
^*  of  the  feik^  caufing^a  fhott  abrupt  noife,  like  what  may 
^^  beimagMied  to  proceed  from  a  feaof  quickftlver,  daih^- 
f  *  ing  among  uneven  ^ocks.  This  ftuflF  would  fome*- 
^'  times  fpew  Qver,.  and  run  down  the  convex  fide  of  the 
>^  OMikal  hill,  and  appeared  at  firft  red  hot;,  it  changed 
^f  o^Qur,  and  hardened  as  it  cooled^  ihewing  the  firft  ru^ 
^^  dimenta  of  an  eruption^  tVy  if  I  ma^  fo  fay,  an  erup^ 
>*  tion  in  miniature." 

.  Fortes  fertuna  jttuat:  PomponianuM  pete :  "  Forturife 
f^  afl^  the  brave:  I^et  us  £iil  to  Pomponianus/'    TY^ 

^  a  ^tna  noQtends  mirus  htcenMis,  Grater  ijus  pctet  kmhku  Btdi, 
XX.  Fanjilla  Tamromnium  et  Catinan  ufque  fcfvinlt }  fermhis 
Jr^imr  'oer9  (idMar^nem  et  GemtUos  toHts^  Plinii  Nat  Hift.  Lib* 
3.  cap.  8. 

*>  To  B£RKL,SY  every  virtue  under  heaven.     Pqpb. 

*  Naturalifts  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  origin  of  tl^e  papice 
ftones.  Some  imagine  them  to  be  pieces  of  rock,  caft  up  fi;oin 
it^lcanos:  others  fay,  they  are  frequently  found  m  parts  of  tE'e 
fca  far  remote  frpm  all  Volcanos.  The  i^ture  pf  them,  is  fpu^gy, 
;^ldporpttSf 

1  '  ?tllli-? 
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filiufion  to  Virgil,  whofe  words  are,  audenUs  foriuna  ju-^ 
vat  S  fliews  great  intrepidity  and  prefcnce  of  mind ;  and 
is  certainly  not  inferior  to  the  famous  faying  recorded  of 
Julius  Cjesar,  who  finding  his  pilot  intimidated  by  the 
roughnefe  of  the  waves,  and  the  refiftance  of  the  tide,  en- 
couraged him  in  words  to  this  purpofe ;  *'  Fear  nothing, 
*'  friend,  goon,  you  carry C^sar  and  his  fortune;"  al- 
luding to  the  conftant  good  luck,  which  had  attended  himi 
C-ssAR  was  led  forward  by  ambition;  Pliny,  by  a  thirft. 
of  knowledge.  Each  had  his  ruling  pafilon ;  a  paffion, 
which,  in  the  one,  was  deflxuftive  5  but,  in  the  other,  be- 
neficial to  mankind. 

.    Innitens  fervulis  duobus  affurrexit,    et  Jiatim  concidity   ut 
ego  colligOy  crajftore  caligim  Jpiriiu  obJiru£fOy  claufoque  JlomU'- 
ihoy  qui  Hit  natura  invalidusy  et  frequenter  interaftuans  erat : 
f '  He  raifed  himfelf,  and  leaning,  for  a  moment,  upon  two 
**  of  his  fervants,  immediately  ftmk  down  again,  fufFocated, 
*' as  I  imagine/*    In  this  manner  died  Pliny  the  elder^ 
whofe  conftitution^  we  find,  was  far  from  being  robufl ; 
occaiioned  probably  by  the  intenfenefs  of  his  fludies.  ^^  He 
^^  had  naturally^  continues   his  nephew,  tender  lungs,  wad 
^^  narrow  chefred,  and  often  liable  to  inflammations  in  his 
^^  breafl.**    Such  complaints  mufl  render  him  lefs  able  to 
refift  the  fulphureous  vapours  from  Vefuviusj  where  the  bi- 
shop of  Cloyne  tells  us,  his  own  fafety  was  owing,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the  wind.    Hii^ 
words  are,   '^  Had  the  wind  driven  in  our  face,  we  had 
^^  been  in  no  fmall  danger  of  ftifling  by  the  fulphureous 
>'  fmoke,  or  being  knocked  on  the  head  by  lumps  of  molten 
>^  minerals,    which  we  faw  had  fometimes  fdlen  on  th6 
*'  brink  of  the  Crater j  upon  thofe  (hot  from  the  gulph  at 
*'  the  bottom :  but,  as  the  wind  was  favourable,  I- had  an 
^^  opportunity  to  furvey  this  odd  fcene  for  above  an  hour 
**  and  a  half  together ;  during  which,  it  was  very  obferv- 
^'  abl^,    that  all  the  vollies  of  fmoke,  flame,  and  burning 
*^  ftoqes  came  only  out  of  the  hole  to  our  left,  while  the 
♦^  liquid  fhifF  in  the  other  mouth  wrought  and  overflowed^ 
**  as  has  been  already  defcribed." 

After  fo  very  particular  an  account,  as  we  have  feen  of 
Pliny's  lafl  moments,  it  isfcarce  worth  while  to  mention 
p,  circumflance,,  which  may  be  found  in  a  life  of  him,  fup* 

^  The  line  is  an  hemiftich  in  ViRca.    ^neid  10.  f.  2S4. 
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pofed  to  have  been  written  by  Suetonius.  The  biogra- 
pher iays^  periit  chde  Campania^  and  then  proceeds  to  tell 
US)  vi  puheris  acfaviUa  opprej/us  ejf;  vel^  ut  qutdem  exi" 
Jitmanty  a  fervo  fuo  occifusy  quern  deficiens  afiuy  ut  necem 
Jibi  maturarety  oraverit :  *'  He  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
*^  duft  and  afhes ;  or,  as  fome  imagine,  was  killed  by  his 
*'  own  fervant,  whom  he  entreated  to  kill  him  with  the 
<**  utmoft  difpatch,  becaufe  he  found  himfelf  fainting  under 
*'  the  excefe  of  heat."  Suetonius,  who  was  the  inti- 
mate friend  of  Pliny,  and  to  whom  we  have  ktn  many 
of  Pliny's  letters  addreiTed,  was  incapable  of  writing  fuch 
a  feUhood :  but  to  fhew  at  onc^  that  Suetonius  was  not 
the  author  of  fo  erroneous  a  fcrap  of  hiftory,  the  life  it- 
felf  begins  with  an  egregious  error,  Punius  Secundus 
Nevocomenjisy  abfolutely  miftaking  the  nephew  for  the  uncle; 
about  whofe  birth,  the  only  conteft  can  be,  whether  he  was 
a  native  of  Veronoy  or  of  Rome  ?  His  death,  and  the  man-* 
ner  of  it,  is  fully  afcertained  in  this  epiftle ;  and  his  life  may 
be  faid  to  be  one  continued  fcene  of  fludy  :  fo  that  when  we 
confider  his  conftitution  of  body,  his  fpeculative  turn  of 
mind,  not  to  mention  his  too  great  credulity  in  believing 
all  men  as  fincere  and  as  ingenuous  as  himfelf,  it  is  impoffible 
not  to  liken  him,  in  his  philofophical  character,  to  a  gende- 
•man,  who  muft  ever  be  an  honour  to  his  own  family,  and 
nations  Mr.  Robert  Boyle. 

EPISTLE    XVIL 

Pliny  /(?Restitutus. 

I  A  M  not  able  to  keep  within  bounds  the  indigna- 
tion I  conceived,  wlule  I  attended  a  friend  of  mine, 
;u:  his  rehearfal.  I  ihall  give  vent  thereforfe  to  my 
anger,  in  this  letter,  fince  you  and  I  cannot  have  an 
opportunity  of  meeting. 

-  The  piece  rehearfed  was  a  very  perfeft  perform- 
ance. But  two  or  three  of  the  audience,  who,  to 
themfelves  only,  and  their  few  friends,  appeared  to  be 
men  of  great  difcernment,  fat  like  perlons  de^,  and 
dumb.  They  did  not  open  their  lips,  they  did  not 
,move  ,a  hand,  they  dici, not  even  rife  from  tbeir 
i      '  feats. 
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feats,  wearied  as  they  muft  have  been  by  fitting* 
Whence  all  this  gravity  ?  Whence  all  this  wifdom  ? 
What  laziqefs,  what  arrogance,  what  difingcnuity,  or 
father  what  madnefs,  to  employ  a  whole  day  merely 
to  give  offence  ;  and  to  leav^  that  nian  ycnir  enemy, 
whom  you  vifited  as  a  friend  ?  Is  it,  that  yx>a  arc 
wifer  ?  If  fo,  there  can  be  no  room  for  envy.  He», 
'  who  envies  another,  muft  be  his  inferior.  But  indeed, 
whether  your  abilities  are  greater,  or  left,  or  fuppof- 
ing  them  parallel,  ftill  you  ought  to  extol  your  infe- 
rior, your  fuperipr,  or  your  equal.  Becaufe,  unlefs 
your  fuperior  meets  with  applaufe,  you  cannot  reach 
xt ;  and  the  higher  your  inferior,,  or  your  equal  fliaU 
appear,  you,  who  excel,  or  equal  him,  muft  of  conr 
fequence  attain  the  greyer  degree  of  glory.  For  my 
own  part,  I  have  accuftomed  myfelf  to  admire,  and 
hold  all  thofe  in  veneration,  who  make  a  progrefs  in 
the  art  of  eloquence  ;  which  i&  a  fcience  difficult,  la- 
borious, and  I  ma^  add  difdainful,  becaufe  fhe  con- 
itantly  defpiib  thofe,  by  whpm  ihe  is  diej^ifed.  But 
perhaps  youjr  opinion  diflfers  from  mine :  yet  wheic 
fliall  I  find  a  man,  who  exceeds  you  in  the  reverence 
you  bear,  and  the  benevolent  difpofition  you  Ihew  to 
this  kind  of  ftijdj;  ?  For  which  reafoi^,  I  have  been 
induced  to  lay  open  my  indignation  to  you  in  the 
ftrongeft  ^manner,  that  I  may  gain  you  an  ailbciate  to 
my  own  fentiments.     Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  10  the  only  letter  extant  from  Plwy  toRESTiTtr* 
Tu  s,  «if  whofe  charaiSles  or  ftation  no  particulars  caa  poiS- 
bly  be  gathered.  The  epiftle  begbis  with  a  fentence  exi* 
tremely  difficult  to  be  rendered  into  cl€^  £ng^li£h,  o€c;afion- 
ed,  not  oniy  by  the  coQcifenefs  of  the  Latin,  bu|:  the  fiib* 
jeA,  of  which  it  treats  :  Indi^natitm^ujamyiuamin  cujiiflam 
amici  auditorto  cepi^  non  poffum  mihi  temperare^  quo  minus 
apud  tey  quia  n$n  contingit caram^'  per  epytmm  effundam :  '*  I 
^^  cannot  find  fqfficient  patience  in  me,  to  abftam  from 
^  pouring  out  die  refentmeatj  li^ic^I  felt^  when  I  attend 

«  cd 
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««  ed  Ac  rehearial  of  one  of  my  friends  :  let  me  therefore 
*<  vent  my  anger  jn  this  letter,  becaufe  we  caniiot  enter  into 
««  a  perfonal  converfation/*  Our  author  is  never  lefs  enter- 
taining, than  when  he  gives  an  account  of  his  attendance  to 
ibek  rehearfals.  I  am  fufpicious,  that  the  many  epiftles' 
upon  diis  fingle  topic  are  by  no  means  advantageous  to  hi» 
^iftolary  chara£ter,  either  in  point  of  elegance,  or  impor-* 
tance ;  and  indeed,  the  reader  muft  be  moft  truly  devoted  ta 
Pliny,  who  can  relifli  perpetual  repetitions  of  a  cuftom  en-< 
tirely  ufeleft  to  the  prefent  age.  Yet,  in  this  appeal  to  Re^ 
&TITUTUS,  may  be  difcerned  many  excellent  and  judicious 
remarics  joined  to  the  moft  benevolent  difpofition  poffible 
towards  the  fcientific  arts. 

EPISTLE     XVIIL 

» 

Pliny  /^Sabinus. 

YOU  defire  me  to  undertake  the  public  caufe  oif 
the  Firmani.  Although  I  have  at  prefent  muchr 
bufineis  upon  my  hands,  I  fliall  apply  myfelf  entirely 
to  it.  Becaufe,  as  a  lawyer,  I  am  defirous  to  ferve 
that  moft  illuftrious  colony,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
oblige  you,  by  ^ng  the  part,  which  may  be  mpi^ 
agr^able  to  you. 

Sin(:e  you  luve  been  fb  good  to  look  upon  my  intir 
fnacy,  as  you  have  often  declared,  as  an  advantage,  and 
an  honour,  there  is  nothing,  which  I  can  refufe  you  % 
dpecially,  as  your  prefent  requeft  is  in  favour  of  your 
country.  For  what  can  be  more  engaging,  than  the 
entreaties  of  a  man  of  virtue ;  or  more  efficacious, 
than  the  defires  of  a  friend  ?  _ 

Therefore^  plight  my  faith  to  your  friends,  or  now 
rather  to  my  friends,  the  Firmflni^  who,  if  their  own 
bright  charafter  did  not  render  them  worthy  of  my 
utniolj:  fldll  and  affiduity,  muft  ftill  be  efteeiped  bjf 
me,  as.'  the  beft  fet  of  people  in  the  worlds  fince  a 
man,  like  you,  makes  his  refidence.  amon^  thenu 
Adieu,      /      , 

*  -  ^    '■ 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

In  the  tenth  cpiftle  of  the  fourth  book,  wc  find,  that 
Sabinus  had  been  left  joint  heir  with  Pliny,  to  a  lady^ 
whofe  name  was  Sabina.  This  incident  probably  created 
the  intimacy  between  our  author  and  Sabinus,  There  are. 
many  perfons  of  that  name;  but,  I  apprehend  the  friend  c^ 
Pliny  to  be  C-ffisius, Sabinus,  whom  Martial  %  in  a 
very  elegant  epigram,  calls,  montana  decus  Umbra  :  *'  The 
*'  joy  of  Umbrioy  and  her  mountain's  pride."  And  if  the 
compliments  of  the  epigrammatift  are  true,  he  was  endued 
with  great  accomplifhments,  and  was  a  particular  judge,  and 

fitron  of  poetry.     Such  a  man  muft  be  highly  worthy  of 
liny's  friendfhip,  which,  we  find,  he  lookea  upon  as  an 
advantage,  ahd  an  honour. 

Firmanorum  publicam  caufam:  **  The  public  caufe  of  the 
*'  FirnmniP  The  Firmani  were  the  people  of  Firmium^  in 
the  region  of  Picenuniy  now  Ancona*  The  city  is  called 
Fermo.  It  is  an  archbifhoprick  belonging  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
fiate* 

Ornatifftmam  colmiam :  "  A  noble  colony."  There  is  a 
,  .reafon  perhaps,  why  Pliny  fpeaks  of  this  colony  in  the 
,  higheft  terms.  The  Firmani  are  praifed  by  Tully  \  to 
whom  our  author's  devotion  is  fo  entire,  and  implicit,  that 
Ive  may  conclude  the  praifes  of  Cicero  were  a  fufficient 
caufe  to  render  the  Firmani  ever  fplendid,  and  diftinguiihed 
in  the  judgement  of  Pliny  :  and  therefore  he  muft  have 
had  particular  pleafure  in  being  employed  to  defend  a  people, 
whofe  predecefTors  had  been  honourably  mentioned  by  Ci* 

CSRO. 

•  Lib,  7.  epigram.  96.  ^  See  the  7th  Philippic* 

EPISTLE    XIX. 
Pliny  to  Nepos. 

SAVE  you  heard,  that  the  price  of  lands  has  of 
late  been  viery  much  enhanced,   elpecially  near 
?  The  reafon  of  this  fudden  dearnefe,  an  affair, 
which  has  admitted  of  much  debate,  proceeded  froiii 

'...".  an 


fe  0  6  k  vt  ^^ 

tA  Oi'der  of  the  fenate  upoh  the  I^  ele£iidh  of  nia^- 
feiteis,  which  was  exprefled  iri  thefe  woi^,  much  td 
ihtir  honour  :  ^*  Lei  the  can£ddies  give  no  entertain- 
V  fnents  ;  let  them  make  no  prefents ;  kt  them  depojit  no 
*^  fums  of  money ^^  The  two  firft  of  thefe  methods 
had  been  praAifed  openly,  and  without  any  degree  of 
moderation :  the  latter^  with  mpre  fecrctjy,  but  ftill 
as  an  acknowledged  cuftom. 

Our  friend  Hdmulu^  lading  hold  of  this  decrei 
of  the  fenate,  inftead  of  ^ving  his  opinion  upon  it| 
moved,  that  the  confuls  might  petition  the  emperor^ 
9nd  acquaint  him;  as  the  univerfal  defire,  that  lince  he ' 
had  reformed  all  other  abufes,  he  would  be  pleafed^ 
from  the  fame  provident  care  of  the  date,  to  put  a 
flop  to  this  enormity.  The  emperdr  approv&l  of 
the  petition  ;  for,  by  the  law  againft,  bribery,  in  can- 
vafluig  at  eleSions,  he  immediately  reftr^ed  tho^ 
pernicious  and  infamous  expences  of  the  candidates  % 
and  he  ordered,  that  no  perfon,  who  had  not  a  third  part 
of  his  fortune  in  land,  (hould  prefume  to  fet  himfelf 
up  as  a  candidate  ;  thinking  it  Inaniefiil  (as  indeed  it 
was)  that  thofe,  who  were  aipiring  to  honours,  fhould 
look  upon  Rome  and  Italy ^  not  as  their  country,  but 
as  an  inn,  or  a  refting  place,  which  lay  in  their  way 
as  travellers. 

The  candidates  therefore  are  now  running  about, 
and  ftriving  to  buy  whatever  they  hear  is  i&leable  ; 
and  by  thefe  means  will  occafion  many  more  lands  to 
be  fold.  If  then  you  arc  tired  of  your  eftate  irt 
Italy ^  this  is  your  time  to  fell  it ;  or  indeed,  to  pur- 
chafe  one  in  the  provinces.  For  thefe  Canvaiflerj 
are  obliged  to  fell  there,  in  order  to  purchafe  here* 
Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  this  account  to  Nfipos,  of  the  rife  of  lands,  w«  muft 
applaud  the  condud  of  TrajAn,  of  the  fenate,  and  of  one 
particular  fenator,  whom  Pliny  calls,  Homvlus  noJiet% 

Vol.  II.  D  *•  our 
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"  our  friend  HoMtrtus."  The  ^UUc  not  only  ihcw^  ta 
what  a  height  of  cprruption  the  Rpni^  people  were  arrived^ 
but  In  wh2it  manner,  and  by  what  iimtagems  the  laws  againft 
bribery  in  ele^ions  were  evaded;  Thofe-  lawy  were  very  nu- 
iherous  :  they  were  revived^  amended  and  repeated  from 
time  to  time  i  and  were  originally  in  themfelves  fufficient, 
if  they  had  been  put  into  full  farce»  and  vigoroufly,  and 
nghteoufly  execuf3ed>  They  were  d|ftingui(h^  t^  the 
names  of  thi  confuls,  or  tribunes^  in  whofe  maeiftracy,  or. 
by  whofp  authority,  they- were  enabled  :  and  Manvtius, 
in  fpeaking  of  the' various. additions  and  alterations  made  to 
them,  tells  us  the  reafon,  qua  no^  ideo  alia  fojt  aliam  lata 
funtj  ut  prierem  legem  pojlerior  abrogareti  fed^  vel  ut  corrige^ 
Unt  aliquid^  velj  ut  novum  jusy  uttli  civitaiij  adfcifceretur  i 
Vil  iitj  moribus  ad  deteriora  fuetidie  magis  iuclinantibuSy .  poena 
gravi&r  irrogaretur  :  '*  Thde  1^W9  .W^re  not  piibliihed  one 
*^ ,  after  the  other,  that  the  laft  might  inv^idate  the  other  ; 
</  bi^t  that,  either  fbn^thing  might  thereby  be  corre^ed ;  or 
'«^.  that  fdmething  nc\ws  and  of  advantage  to  the  city  might 
•<  be  infcrted  ;  pr  that  an  heavier  penialty  might  be  exafted, 
^  as  the  morals  of  the  people  were  every  day  growing  wprfa 
•^  land  W^orfe.*^    ' 

danSdaii  m  comwaentHn :  ^^  Tbit  the  candidates  fliould 
^  tnake  np  fetftjiM*  Jfiyvthc  i!r;if  Acilia  CAtPURNiA, 
^ich  wai  ei^a^d.  ;during  the  coiifnUhip  of  M.  Acii^ius 
,  Glab&io,  anjJ.iC.  QhtvpViVivs  Piso,  thofe  perfpns,  who 
were  conyi^?cd  pfTipiftpr  jRifans  ii^canvaffing,  were  to  be 
fined,  and  rendered  ihca^able  of  bearing  office,  or.  of  being 
defied  into  the  fenate.  To  eliide  tbis  prohibition,  and  to 
ide  efie^ai, '  although  not  illicit  means,  \6  attain  their  end% 
die  canbidaf^s  made  great  entertunmenb  for  their  ele6lors* 
They  finiled  them  into  their  intereft :  yet  who  can  call  an 
f  ntertainment  a  brit>e  \  {n  )a>^,  perhaps  it  <annot  be  deemed 
as  fuch  }  but  ifi  e&d,  it  is  the  mem  prevalent  bribe  poffi* 
ble ;  for  the  Ipwei:  dafles  of  pciople  are  mpr^  influenced  by 
the  dripk,  and  mirt(i ' appendant  to; public  feaik,.tban  by^ 
money  itfelf.     -     -^  < 

Ne  mittant  munera.  Although  the  plain  conftrudioii  <^ 
this  fentence  is  a  prohibition  againft  making  prefents,  yet  it 
may  be  confbfu^,  ^^.l4t  not  fh^  caildjdatps  entertain  their 
*'  electors  with  fhews."    The  munerarii^^  were  the  per- 

•  tbratem  mirmilloni  poi-im^    tnumra^io  v/^arem,  .  ^ubton. 

'DoMlTIANUt,  CJJp.  10. 
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ibns,  whO)  at  their  own  expence,  exhibited  to  the  popu- 
lace various  kinds  of  entertainments  :  the  Latin  word  munus 
fignifies  a  ihew  of  dadiators,  of  wild  beafls^  or  of  any  of 
thofe  kind  of  diverfions,  in  which  the  Roman  people  took 
particular  delight.    ThusJuvENAL, 

jMumra  nunc  fduntj  iit  verjo  polUa  vulgi 
^uemlibet  occidunt  populartUr  K 

**  Now  tiiey  give  (hews,  and  popularly  flay, 
^*  And  fool  the  peoplc^s  lives  and  fenfc  away." 

And  again,  we  meet  with  it  in  Suetonius,  Beftlai  qu$^ 
qiu  ad  munus  poputi  comparatas  contrucidaverat  ^  :  ^^  He  had 
^<  alfo  killed  beafts,  that  had  been  provided  for  the  diverfion 
•*  of  the  people." 

Ne  pecuttias  depofumt.  It  appears  by  this  prohibition,  that 
dhe  of  the  methods  of  evading  the  laws  againft  Ibribery  was  a 
depoiit,  and  fecurity  of  a  certain  fum  of  nibn^y^  to  be  paid  to 
the  eloAors,  after  they  had  given  their  votes  according  to  theii' 
bai^gatn.  It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  utmoff  abilities 
of  h<Miefty  are  inferior-  to  the  more  fubtil  powders  of  viee» 
CojTuption  is  of  as  penetrable  a  nature  as  lightning  ^  it  pert* 
vades  evenr  pore  of  government,  and  darts  through  th^ 
ftroiijgeft  fortifications  of  virtue  :  nor,  can  hiimaa  wifiionv 
devife  laws,  "which  human  cunning  ihall  not  be  able  to' 
dude.  Among  all  the  kges  de  dfmtUj  I  ckhAbt  recoiled);' 
any  provifion  againfl  this  partlcidlsr  ftrbterfuge :  fo  that  it 
(perns  to  have  been  an  artifice  invited,  and  put  in  execu- 
ti4M%|  fince  the  reign  of^  Augustus,  who,  Suetoni'us 
^  hys^comiticrumprlj/iinu^pisre^itxit^  muMpKa'pctna  coott 
ato  amBitu:  ^.^He  reeibbliihed  the  original  initituticMl  of, 
•*  eleftions,  the-  laws  ,agaittfl:  bribery  oeing  reftrained^'*. 
Pliny  here  fpesfking  of  thefe  inhibitions  to  candidates, 
feys-,  •'  Tiiey  were  occa^ohed  by  the  open,  and  avowed 
**  piaftice  of  treats,  and  pirefents,  and  by  the  no  lefs  fre- 
^  quent,  but  more  dandeftitie  methods  of  pecuniary  depo« 
•*.  fits."  ;  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  depravity  was  the  Roman  go- 
v^nmen^  at  the  beginning  of  Thaj an's  reign* 

•  Juvenal  Satl  3/;^.  3^. 

*  SxniTON;  Jul.  Casar.  tap:  75-         . 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XX. 
Pliny  /^  Cornelius  Tagitus*  - 

YO  U  tell  me,  that  my  former  letter,  which,  at 
your  own  defire,  I  wrote  to  you  concerning  my 
tmcle*s  death,  has  tempted  you  to  enquire,  not  only 
into  the  terrors,  but  the  diftrefs  I  fuffered,  while  I  was 
left  at  Mifenum  :  for,  with  that  particular,  my  letter 
concluded. 

I  will  rcftrain  my  tears,  and  briefly  tell  •, 

When  my  luicle  was  gone  from  us,  I  employed  my 
time  (having  ftaid  behind  for  that  purpofe)  at  my  ftu- 
dies.  I  bamed ;  went  to  fupper  •,  and  had  a  very  im-, 
parfeft  and  reftlefs  flcep;  We  had  for  feveral  preced- 
ing days  together  felt  an  earthquake,  which  being 
common  in  Campania^  did  not  much  alarm  us ;  but 
the  fhocks  were  fo  violent  this  particular  night,  that 
all  things  around  us  were  not  only  moved,  but  feem- 
^  \lpon  the  brink  of  deftn^ftion.  My  mother  hafl:-. 
toed  into  my  bed-chamber,  at  the  moment  of  time 
when  I  was  rifing,  with  an  intention  to  awaken  her, 
if  I  had  found  her  fleeping.  We  retired  into  a  little 
court,  which  lay  between  the  houfe,  and  the  fea.  I 
am  in  doubt,  whether  my  condud  ought  to  be  called 
fortitude,  or  thoughtldhefs  upoti  this  occafion  ;  for 
'  I  was  then  but  eighteen  years  of  age.  I  called  for  a 
Uvy^  and  read  it,  as  if  I  had  been  quite  at  eafe ;  and 
in  the  manner  I  had  begun,  went  fb  &r  as  to  feledb 
paflages  from  that  author.  A  friend  of  my  uncle's, 
who  nad  lately  come  out  of  Spain^  on  purpc^  to  fee 
him,  finding  my  mother,  and  me,  fitting  thus  togcr 
ther,  and  taking  notice,  that  I  was  reading,  reproved 
the  patience  of  her  temper,  and  the  indifference  of 

«  D&YDBM  iEneid.  z.  y.  i  c. 

^  mine. 
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mine.  >  However,  I  ftiil  continued  intent  upon  my 
book«  It  was  now  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  yet 
there  was  but  a, faint  and  glimmering  light.  The 
houfe  ihook  violently  ^  and  though  we  were  in  an 
open  court,  yet,  as  it  was  very  narrow,  and  built  al- 
moft  all  round,  we  were  certainly  in  great  danger. 
"We  then  thought  it  expedient  to  leave  the  town  ;  the 
people  diilra£bed  with  tears  followed  us,  and  (fuch  i$ 
the  nature  of  fear,  which  embraces,  as  moft  pruden-r 
tlal,  any  other  diftate  in  preference  to  its  own,)  they 
prefled  upon  us,  and  drove  us  forward.  When  wc 
were  out  of  reach  of  the  buildings,  we  (lopped  :  our 
aftonifhment  was  great,  nor  were  our  apprehenfions 
lefs  ;  for  the  carriages,  which  we  had  ordered  out  of 
the  town,  were  fo  violently  Ihaken  fron>  fide  to  fide, 
although  upon  plain  ground,  that  they  coujd  ^6t  be 
kept  in  their  places,  even  when  propped  by  heavy 
ftones.  The  fea  too  feemed  to  be  forced  back  upon 
itfelf ;  repelled,  as  it  were,  by  the  lirong  concuflions 
of  the  earth*  It  is  certain,  that  the  ftiorfe  was  gready 
widened,  and  many  fea  animals  were  left  upon  the 
ftwnd.  ..:       ■. 

On  tiie  land  fide,  a  dark  and  horrible  cloud,  chargr 
cd  witi  cpmbuftible  njatter,  fuddenly  broke,  and  fliot 
jSDrth  a  long  trail  of  fire,  in  the  nature  of  li^tning, 
but  in  larger  (lalhes.  Then  my  uncle's  ft'iehd,  the 
^me  who  c^e  out  of  Spaitfj  f^d  to  us  with  great 
vehemence  ^d  eagernefs,  ^*  If  your  brother, .  and 
**  your  yncle,  be  ftill  livingj  Jhis  wifhes  are  employed 
**  for  your  fafety :  If  he  has  loft  his  life,  he  was  de-. 
*f  firous  yours  might  be  faved.  Why  then  will  yoit 
•^^  liot  immediately  leave  diis  place  ?"  We.  ajifwered^ 
^t  Wc  were  jiot  fo  folicitous  fpr  our  own,  as  for  my 
article's  prefervation.  He  dien  haftily  withdrew,  run-, 
lio^g-  with '  the  utmoft  expecfition  from  danger.  Nq? 
liing  after,  the  cloud  delcending  covered  the  whole 
bscf  i  and  we  could,  no  longer  fee  the  V^^pA  of  Ca-t 
fre^'i  w  tjhe  prpniontory  of  Mfenunn,    My  jnoth^ 
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new  be^ii  td  befeech,  advife,  atnd  command  me  ib 
make^ny  cfcape  in  any  manner  I  could.  She  obfenr- 
*d^  that  as  I*  was  young,  I  mi^t  eafily  take  my 
flight  5  but  that  fhe,  who  was  in  years,  and  ieC;  ac^ 
tive,  could  patiendy  rcfign  herfelf  to  death,'  in  cafe 
flie  was  not  the  occafion  of  my  deftru(ftion.  My  an- 
Iwer  was,  "  I  will  never  attempt  at  fafety,  if  we  are 
**  not  together.'*  And  then  leading  her  by  the  hand, 
I  aflifted  her  t6  go  fafter :  Ihe  yielded  with  regret,  ftill 
angry  at  herfelf  for  delaying  me* 

Th^  alhes  now  fell  upon  us  5  however,  in  no  great 
quantities.  I  looked  back.  A  thick  dark  vapour, 
juft  behind  us,  rolled  along  the  ground  like  a  torrent, 
and  fallowed  us.  I  then  faid,  "  Let  us  tuni  out  of 
f^  this  road,  whilft  we  can  fee  our  way,  left  the  peo- 
^  pie,  who  croud  after  us,  trample  us  to  death.** 
We  ha4  fcarce  confidered  what  was  to  be  dcMie, 
when  we  were  furrounded  with  darknefs,  not  like  the 
darknefe  of  a  cloudy  night,  or  when  the  nioWi  difap- 

rars,  but  fuch  as  is  in  a  clofe  room,  when  all  ligjit 
e3^1uded*  You  might  then  have  heard  the  fhrieks 
of  women,  the  moans  of  infants,  and  the  outcries  of 
men  5  feme  were  calling  for  their  parents,  fome  for. 
fheir  children,  forne  for  thrir  wives :  their  voices  onl^ 
made  theni  known  to  each  other:  Some  bewailed 
their  own  fate  ;  others  the  fate  of  their  Telations, 
Their©  were  fc«ne,  who  even  fi-orti  a  fe^r  of  death, 
l^yed  to  die.  Many  payed  their  adorations  to  the 
Gods  ;  but  the  greater  number  were  of  opinion,  di^^ 
the  Gods  no  iohgcr  ex^bed,  and  that  this  night  was 
the  final  ahd  eternal  period  of  the  world.  There 
vrtvc  othfef^^  who  magnified  the  real  dangers,  by  imar 
ginaiy  m4  falfe  terrors.  Some  affirmed,  that  ASfe^ 
num  was  biirnt  to  the  gpurid  :.  the  report,  ^thoi^h 
)fi|M:true,  gaHie(icredkr 

^  Jittle  gleam  of  light  now  appeared;  It  was  not 
flay-iight)  but  a  foirewariiing  of  me  approach  of  fome 
fi?l1r^^pc^?  lirWch^  hyWev^fj  difcMr^  itfelf  at  a 

^  \  diftaoce 
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diftanGe  item'  us*-  Q^Bc^  Jnftitied^jifely  fucceeded. 
Then  alhes  potited' dovirii' tipon  tis  jjri  large  qu^tities^ 
ahd  lie?7y,  wbit^  .^^1^4  ^\  W^w6tly  to  rife  aricj 
l)ndh  i^  9l^^  9i?^^v'i^>F  J}^  pecn  ftnothered,  or 
preflcd  to.  dejaUi  by  t^  :  -> 

I  might  boail,  that  not  one  fi^^  or  timorous  word 
htokt  trom  JBhc  0caof^  all  this  diftrefs,  had  I  not 
fortified-  n^feif  wWv  on^  g*al  5<*nibl!ation^  a  tnifef* 
rable  one  indeed,  that  ail  nature  was  periflnng  wim 

At  laft  this,d^luiefs»  which  npi^  wai  drawn  iftto 
the  thinnefe  of  a  flcMii4j^ ;<)r  of  iSft^feV  went  off;  true 
day  appeared.  The  fun  mone  forth,  but  pale,  a$  at 
the  time  of  ah.  ^dipfe.  AU.  Q^jJjS^^s^  thap  oflfeced 
themfeltes  to  our  fignt  ( which, wa5, yet  fo  weak,  that 
we  could  fcarc(c  bear,fJ}e,xqtyrn  ofiiligltf);  were  chafig- 
cd[,  and  covered  with  afhes  as  thick  as  fnow.  At^our 
fetam  xo  Mfoyfumj  z^L&t  having  refte^fhed  our{elve$| 
we  remained  in  fliat  fufpenfe,  and  doubt  of  nlindl, 
which  hope  and .  feajrl  inii)ire :  fear  iride&i  ^a^  irioft 
prevalent.  For,  the  earthquake  fliU,  eontkiued,  and 
lever^  enthufiaft^  .b}Li(keaj^fvd.p^^  encreaifbd 

their  own  fears,  and  the .  fean^ ,  pf ;  9!i;hci?.    :5u^  tl- 
though  we  had  undergpne  niany  dange^iy  and  dread^ 
ftill  moreV  ybt  WetduM  not  be' pequa^ed /to  ijyit 
the  town,  till  we  had  receiyed  ft^njic  uitti|ig[encex 
ceming  my  uncle.  / 

You  will  read  .tiiis  adcbiftit  witihoufe  any  intentloii  of 
making  it  a  part  of  vyout  hiftpry  >  Vof  which  itist)y 
rio  means  worthy :  and  you  muA  blame  yourfelfj  ^r 
requiring  it  from;mci  ;if  ypu  thirf^  ir  not  worthy  of 
a,let^r^ -vFarcwdiv  r  !^   •;  •* 

OBSERVATIONS. 

.  Thi^  epifUe  is  very  injudidoufly  feparated  from  the  fornu^, 
account  of  Vefimus  * ;  it  is  a  continuadon  of  thaf  narratW<^ 

•  Epiftleifi.      '  .       .     '•' 
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aind  the  fcene  here  lies  entirdy  at  A^S»Mif»  where  die  1^^ 
Pliny  remained,  at  his  own  choice,  in  purfuit  cf  his  ftu* 
dies.  His  bduviour  clears  him  fo  effisAually  from  any  im- 
jputation  of  fear,  that  the  reafon  why  he  did  not  attend  hb 
uncle,  upon  fo  extraordinaiy  an  occafion,  muft  have  been 
entirely  owing,  either  to  a  want  of  curiofity,  or  an  infcpara* 
\>lp  attachment  to  ftudy. 

li^e  fy[\d  the  name  of  die  mountain  Vifimm  varied  by  the 
ancient  poets,  Silzus  Itaucvss  contemporary  of  Pmny^ 
gdls  it  Ftfidus : 

'  Pefiius  intomdty  fapuUfque  in  nubila  jaffh 
fibkgraus  tttigit  tn^Janiia  Jidera  vertex  K 

f  ^  VifHus  lyidi  more  than  Mtnd%  fire  has  roar'd, 

*^  rejbius  with  flames^  and  hidden  mifchief  ftoi^d, 

^  And  molten,  rocks,  with  vengeful  fury  driv'n, 

5*  From  die  high  clifis  have  touched  di*  afiri^ted  Heav'n. 

MaktxaL|  anoth^  of  Pliny'^  contemporaries,  calls  it 

Hk  eft  paff^mii  viridU  nuub  Vefinus  umbrit  K- 

H  ^{/iiiMr  here  is  feen 

^  Cirowa'd  with  ^e  curlmg  vines  umbragtous  greenv    . 

Luc&BTiu$  q&  it  Vefevus  :'  '  ^ 

^udUs apud (hunastqcus eft^  mntemqueVefevum^..  -\ 

"  Such  is  the  g)ot 

^  Near  6umdl  and  Vefevuf  mount. 

,  And  Virgil  fnake;^  life  c^th^  i^eiinepjrcffion ; 

Xakm  dives  or  at  Capua^  et  vicina  Vefeve 
fJrajuge\ 

f*  Such  is  the  foil  of  fat  G^iii^m  fields^ 
f  <  Such  large  encreafe  the  land  diat  joins  Vefevus  yidds.^' 

Dryskn. 
By 

•  Siui  Italici,  Lib.  %,f.  655.  '  >  Marti ALis,  Lib*  4. 
Epigifam.  44.         <>^LvcRsrii,  Ub.  fy^  :^.  744.  ^  Georgicw: 

Lib,  2.  f.  ±24;    This  18  a  paflagt,  which  Aulus  Gbllios  tdls 
^  ori|^nalIy  flood  dins, 
■  ""-^  Talem 
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-^  ill'tbe  Uftorians,  Suetonius  excqited,  who  calls  it 
y^nnuy  the  ntountain  is  called  Ft/innuSy  and  at  diis  day  bj 
the  ItaUanSi  Vtjavitf  or  Afttitt  di  Semma. 

Whoever  will  compare  the  two  fifties  of  Pliny,  with- 
dte  hiftorical  account  of  this  eruption  by  Dion  Cassius  *, 
will  find  them  agree  in  many  particulars.  Dion  indeed 
mixes  his  narrative  with  ^ible,  and  talks  of  gigantic  appa- 
ritions in  the  air :  but  he  ksam  to  (ay  pofitivay,  that  this 
was  the  firfl  eruption  c^  the  mountain.  The  earthquakct 
which  attended  it^  was  very  terrible,  and,  in  the  confequen- 
cct,  very  deftruftive :  the  terror  <rf  it  is  defcribed  by  Pliny 
in  this  eptiUe ;  the  deftni&ion  which  it  occafioned,  by  Di  om 
Cassius,  v^o  lays,  that  the  cities  <^  Htradamuni,  and 
Pemptiiy  were  both  fwallowed  up  at  this  particular  period. 
^d  Pliny,  at  the  be^nning  of  the  fixtecnth  epiiUe,  feems 
to  confirm  this  ^count  by  an  expreffion  **,  which,  althou^ 
^  little  ob&urc  and  aiFeded,  in  all  probalnli^  bears  referencs 
Cp  ^e  earthquake  mentioned  by  Dion,  and  the  gre:^ num- 
bers of  people,  confumcd  at  wax  time. 

Vehuiiiay  qwe  prajiici  jajferamui,  quanfuam  in  planij/mut 
eampc  m  aintrarias  porta  asebataur ;  at  «t  lapi^bus  quidtm 
fuUa  In  etdem  vtftmi  qaiefittant :  "  Thf  carriages,  which  we 
'*'  had  ordered  to  be  brought  forth,  although  the^  were  in  a 
^*  plain  lietd,  were  fhaken  from  one  fide  to  the  otiier  :  and 
'*  even  wheii  we  attempted  to  fix  them  by  ftoiies,  they  did 
"  not  continue  immoveable."  Pliny  h^i^pientioned  to 
vrhat  purpofe,  br  with  what  intent,  thele  carri^es  were 
brou^t  out  i  but  the  weight  of  tt^m^  and  of  the  heavy 
ftones,  placed  to  keep  them  fteady,  mi^  poffibly  encrrafe 
the  violent  agitations  below;  it  being  cemin,  4u(. where 
thefe  fubterraneous  fires  meet  with  greateil  pdliibnce,  they 
pccafion  the  greateft  demoUtioas ;  fo  tiiat  the  parts  of  ths 

7aleMt  £vu  9rat  CtfiM,  it  vid»ti  Ft/i^    .  ' 

■  But,  after  Vikoil  had  paid  dil's '  ef)m|Jiineiit  to  the  fertility  of 
Nata,  Upon  hts  application  to  the  inhab^u,  for  leave  to  bring 
water  tiuoagb  their  teniiorici  to  Ibme  lands  bdon^ng  to  himfel^ 
smd  their  refulal  of  his  requeft,  dte  poet  in  indignation  changed 
XbIb  to  the  word  Ora. 

■  Lib.  66.edit.  LiuKCLAVii.  ^  ^gammi  mm  faUbtr- 

rimai^  t^uit  tirranm,  wtftfuff  aria  nmfrm^(i  eaju,  qtutfifim* 
ftr  viaariu  teeidtrit. 
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cuthf 'i^ich>  contain  marHc,' or  fton^  and  cenfequriitly 
ttpke  the  ftrangeft  'Oppofltions  to  rtidr  cfibtts,  a^c  alwsyi 
more  fliattered,  thaft  thofe  parts,  ■rtrfiich'conflft  of  fii'iid,  gra- 
fdy  and  fudi  iighlcr  nlaftrialj,  is  yield  more  eafilytd  the 
Br(»rc&  of  thC'Topaur.  '    ' 

'■  The  eraptionsof /'(/awiirare  veiy-uitceitatti.  TTrtiyde^ 
pend  on  nuny  fortuitous  caufes,  imich  fiipF^i  or  kindle 
die'  (ubterrancous  fuel.-  ■  They  'cartnot  have-  ftated"periods, 
«r"be  fixed  to  any  time,  ornnmber.'  In  the  yter  (Ixteen 
hundred  and  thirty  one,  Co  deftru^re  a  conflagration  hap- 
ped, that  it  occafioned  the  fblloWiiig  curious  infe-ij^ti'on, 
trhich  i»  piacetf  about  thre^  qules-  diftant  from  NgpUSf  Iq 
Uhs  road  KyFefitbius:  '    '   . 

;■     Ptfi^ypt/tetitVeftraresaptur.' 

('     ■  ZJ^/aetMfrafmdieii  itudituptrtndina. 

i'"!''-  AAiirtiie,     ■•■■■■■ 

-'■■    Viciet ab fatu fglis,  ni fabulatur  hijtortat  arfitVtfaous, 

Immam  femper  clade  htefitantium  : 
t-      M  pafihac  ixcertas  eccupet,  moniQ. 
1     ■Uterumgeril  mans  hie  tiiumhe,  alumine,  ftrrtx' 
'-■•  ■  ^uro,  argents,  nilro,  aquarum faniihus graventt 
'■  ■  ■  Strius,  atim  ignefdtj  pilagsque  influeMe pariet  t.     ■  ■ 
'•■    ■  Sid  ante  parfarit,  conculitur^  cmcutit  fotum\ 
i''      Fumigat,  corufiat,  fiammigerat,  qaattt 
»  ■  ■  Jteremy  harrendum  tmrnhgit,  boat.,  tenatf 
'■■■■  jfrjil  Jiniias  acalaS. 

Emigra  dum  iic'el-, 
■    yam  jam  eniiilur,  eruTr^it,  mixtum  !pU 

i-aam  tvomti,  pradpitt  ruitilU  lapjii^  ' '.'  . 

Seramque  fugam  prisvertit  /  -, 

^    ■  .St  carripH,  eShtm  ejl,  ptriiftt. 

Anno  faluiath  1 63  [ , 
7a,  Jtfipir,  audi  clamanttm  hpiiem. 
Sptmt  laraiit  Jpemejarcinulas  j 
.    JUsra  nuUet  /kgi.         , 
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**  Pofterity,  pofterity,  this  is  your  concern 
^'  oi\d£jr  enlightens  tffe  next,  dut  next 
**  improves  the  third. 
<<  Bik.attelitiire.c:\     " 

••  Twenty  times,  fince  the  creation  of  the  fun 
-  '  \^J^fi'^*^  bhu&'d,.  never  without  a  horrid 
'    «*  deftruaion  of  thofe^  that  hefitated  to  fly. 
*  **  This  is  a  warning,  diat  it  may  nevdr      • 
^**  feize  you  unappri«M. 
^  Tbtt  W^b  of  this  mcHtnfSEiin  is  pregnant  with 
.  *^  bkumariy  ahun,  iron,  gdd^  fiber,  nitre 

>^  andf  fountiiiis  of  water. ...  t 

^^  Soonei^ror  kter  it  kiirdl^B^  arid  w^ 

_^*f  JuAiiesiUi*  will  pvc  it's  trirth  vei^t.  .! 

.  '*,  jBut  before  if's;  labours  come  onjt  is  (tiakeh^   -      . 
^^  ^d  (k^:es^  the  e^h  round  it :  fniokes,  gleams^ 
**  duiowi  tip  bidcering  fkunes,  fliakes  the  air,  '^^ 

'^  roars^Iiorri(9yf  bellows,  t^un^ers,  drives  di9 
'  ^  Intebitants  Aomits  quaiters* 
.<^  Retire  w^ft-ypu  nwy : 
:  -   f^  N'OW^  fioi^i^.-ft's  tbiws.€Opie  o^^jitburflsout,,      r 

<' :.;-  >.",^ fling? up H^VyctVith^c, ■, ,;; .,.;:, 

.        **  dqy^  dQwn  It  rui^  ajid  prascipitate    ,         "^^ 

^«  Pre^t§  your  tarfy  i9ig^t,'ahd  ifaa>ps  youi:  fefee  ;      ^ 

•  W  if  it  once  furprizcs^btf,afl  hover.       -      -- ' 

\     '     «  If  yott  are  Wife,  hear  thiirlJ)«aKng  ftontl^iV        • 

;  .11  Neglc<^<^^i^4omeflic  rbnce^m,  ne^e&  your 

f  ^.goods^- and.  chattdsi  there  l^l»>. defying* ;-  ) 
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./There  is  fca^ce  jany  pari:  of  .this  tweijtidth  .«pa3trc,^;whic^ 
requires.  QXcJanation.  'The  ifajr^tive' is;tAainer,  antf'imij^ 
conhefljed,  than  We  find  it  in  the  ipcteiaith.  -'  The  filiil  ijlfctj^ 
ap^«^  very  evident,'  a^^  tiie4(ea^  almoft  iidcBicwiUi; 
Oar  lo&  Is  mnth  tcKbe  regrectdd^  iil  theifaiftoiittal^JIptoiiiit; 
vsHoh  TACitus  miift'lu^.aveti  fiomtiiei^nBUdriil^:  M 
kaft  :it  is  to  >e  w^cd,  d^t  ^:5j|ti^rdinarj^  i^i  jiypM^  h5i4 
bdon  rtfaniini«^*4,1^^  us  by  aU  d^  t>eiGl^^5Ln4  poft  i^aom 
writers  of  the  a^  in  wrnqh  it  ^ppeped  s  fo  that  *^e  jncfigM 
fiave  feen  theVsurious  fefleaidris'  upon  itith*  a'ph^ndaiehoii| 
in  an  age  when  natural  phi^ofophy  had  made  iblittfi^pro^ 
£reis,  pa4  w)teA  pqperiment^mikflB^hy  WIm  t^aQy  Un« 

EPJSTLE 
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EPISTLE    XXI. 

Pliny  to  Ganinius  Rufus. 

IAm  one  of  thofc,  who  admire  the  andcnts,  not 
in  the  manner  praflifed  by  certain  pei&ns,  who 
defpife  every  genius  of  our  own  times.  I  cannot 
think  nature  either  fo  wearied,  or  fo  barren,  that  fhc 
brings  forth  nothing  at  prcfent  worthy  of  praife.  And 
therefore,  I  have  lately  attended  Verginius  Roma- 
Nus,  when  he  re^  to  fbmc  few  friends  a  comedy, 
'compofcd  bv  him  in  the  manner  of  the  ancient  comic 
drama;  ana  the  compofition  is  lb  excellent,  that  it 
may*  ferve  hereafter  as  a  ftandard  for  that  kind  of 
writing.  I  cannot  tell,  whether  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  man  :  you  ought  certainly  to  know  him. 
The  probity  of  his  morals,  the  elegance  of  his  wit, 
the  variety  of  his  works,  make  him  worthy  to  be 
uktn  notice  of.  He  has  written  fome  farces,  which 
have,  appeared  delica.te,  lively,  gracefylj  and,  3s 
much  as  that  fort  of  Iwrriting  wiU  ailow^  eloquent. 
Indeed  icvcry  perfe£t  work,  of  what  kind  foever,  may 
be  termed  doquent.  He  has  aUb  writ  fome  come- 
dies, in  imitation  of  Men'akper,  and  the  dramatic  wri- 
ters of  that  age ;  and  which  I  look  upon  to  be  equal  to 
the  performances  of  Plautu3  and  Terskc^.  TJiis 
Wa^  the  firjS:  xixm^  h&  attempted  the  ftile  of  the  an- 
(piq)}:  coine4y  s .  t>v^  hsi  ^^  long  fince 

mide kW ftudyt  tn  his conipofition  ndther  ftren^th, 
xns^&fyi  ait,  &tire,  i^eetnels,  or  wit,  were  waqtipg. 
He  iUuftratod  virtue^  ht  Invdj^ed  ^inft  vice.  He 
mii^  life  of  feigned  names  decentl)^  s  of  real  names 
pitjpcriv. '.  If  .poets  were  jibfolutely  confined  to '  the 
Jlroti  c^  trvith,  he  has  extended  diem  in  his  partiality 
towardfme. 

|tut  in.  one  word,  L  will  deniand  this  wprk  from 
him,  which  I  will  fend  you,  not  only  to  ready  b^^.tg  , 
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^t  by  heart ;  for,  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt,  that:, 
when  mce  you  havt  it  in  your  hands,  you  will  not 
^afily  lay  it  down  again.    Adieu« 

OBSERVATIONS. 

VbrgiMium  Romanum  paucis  kgiHtnn  cwnceilam  M 
txifhplar  vetfris  cemctdi^  firiftam  :  ^^  I  attended  Veroiki-^ 
*'  vs  RoMANUf ,  while  he  was  reading  a  comedy  to  fooi^ 
^*  few  friends,  compofed  after  the  modd  of  the  ancients/' 
The  original  ancient  comedy  *  was  fo  different  from  that 
kind  of  compofition,  to  which  it  was  afterwards  polifhed, 
that  Veroinius  Romanus  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have 
written  any  drama  after  fo  wild  and  indigefted  a  manner,  as 
was  purfued  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  that  kind  of  poetry.  Su* 
9ARION,  a  Grecian  poet,  is  the  firft  comic  writer,  of  whom 
we  find  any  record.  But  the  three  authors,  who  zxfi  more 
particularly  diftinguiihed  for  the  ancient  comedy,  are  Cra* 
TiNUs,  £uPOLis,  and  Aristophanes,  and,  uoon  their 
^an,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  Romanus  formed  the  dm* 
matic  piece  mentioned  in  this  epiftle. 

Menandrum  aUofqui  atatis  ejufdem  amulatus.  Licet  has 
M^Pi^AUTiKAsTsRENTiAKA^ftttf  nunuTis :  ^Having 
^^  emulated  Menanber,  and  others  of  the  lame  a^,  al* 
<^  though  you  might  place  Plautus  and  TBREf^cs  m  that 
^^  lift."  The  reputation  of  Menander  was  in  the  highc^ 
efteem  among  the  Romans*  The  imitation  of  him,  in  Bxif, 
degree  of  pertedion,  was  thought  a  fufficient  charafieriftic 
of  a  refined  genius.  Terence  ^  is  iaid  to  have  copied  him 
with  great  exafbieis.  Pliny  therefore  could  not. have  de« 
vifed  a  greater  compliment  to  Vergikius  Romanus, 
than  by  mentioning  him  upon  a  level  with  Menander.% 
PfAUTUs,  and  Terence.  TJiere.  feems  to  have  been  lefr 
•  '  "         -    . " 

*  The  derivation  of  the  word  comadis  is  from  xi^/ub^,  vicus^  and 
iiiit  camtus^  as  Aefe  fiitirical,  or  rather  abofive  compp&tioiiSy  were 
firll  fling  in  country  villages. 

^  Julius  CjESARy  in  his  verfes  upon  Tbrincb»  calls  him, 

O^^W^Wi^  Menander  ! 

*  The  works  of  Mbnandir,  althoagh  they  were  verv  numer- 
ous, are  loft,  except  fome  fragments  to  be  fbuhd  hi  the  No&tt  At'^ 
tU4§^    Vide  AvL.  Gxllii.  No£i.  Ate  Lib.  2.  cap.  23. 
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delicacy  in  diamatic  performance^  ranxong ,  the  ^nciei^j^i 
^m  his  of  late  years  appeared  aitioii^  the  mdderns.  If  i^ 
look  into  the  plays  of  PhAvrvSy  hw  charaders  are  often 
too  low,  and  mean.  A-  footman^  an.  ufurer,  a  proftitute^ 
and  perfons  of  that  rank,  are  the  heroes  of  mofi:  of  his  pie- 
ces: his  wit  ii  barih,  aiid  f^r  fetched  ;  hi$  expreiHons  vul- 
ffir^  and  ungenteel.  This  laft  fault  is  the  confequence  of 
the  firft,  as  it  would  be  abfurd,  Atit-  footiA^n  flibiild  talk 
like  courtiers,  or  ufurers  like  gentlemen.  So  that  d^  otU 
ginal  of  his  errors  may  btt  lefoTved  into^  the  ill  choke  cf  the 
perfons,  whom  he  reprefents.  And,  even  in  that  partitu- 
)ar,  be  is  in  fome  meafure  excttlable,  as  it  is  univer&Uy  'al- 
lowed, that  his  circumftances  r^ucdl  him  to  work  kt  a 
mill ;  akid  coniequently  to  keep  the^itieaneft  company.  'H6 
was  bom  at  Sar/ina  in  Umiria,  And  sdthough  tus  writings 
cannot  be  jufUned  in  every  tnflance,  yet  upon  the  whofe^ 
he  has  certain  excellencies,  tiitait  far  outwei^  his  filings. 
He  obferves  the  rule^  of  the  ft^e  with  great  regularity; 
his  plots  are  well  deviled^  and  3ie  knot  of  them  ia  mM 
commonly  untied  in  an  agreeable^ andfttrprifing  manner:  ^ 
Aat  he  fdems  a  very*  gdod  painter^  in "thd  reprefentalions^  of 
nature,  but  the  fubjea»  of  his  piftiures  are  only  fit  for  figti^ 
pofts. 

-  Terence  was  a  Carthariniait.  He  W2b  bohi  in  the  yeaj^ 
ef  Romi  &vc  hundred  and  &ty,  ab6ilt  nine  years  before  the 
death  of  Pl  avtus.  He  was  originally  a  flave  to  a  Honian 
fisnator  ^$  'who  took  great  care  of  his  education,  and  made 
kirn  free  while- he  wa$  vefy  young.  'He  has  been  moft  de* 
fervedly  admired  fiNrdie  purity  of  hi^  ftile.  ^  His  dtoiritSiiinf 
are  always  natundly  ckawn^  but  have  litde  variety.  T^ey* 
are  wametsSty  toa  low  and  mean,  like  diofe  of  PiAUTtrs  ; 
but  he  cannot  daim  die  fame  indidgence  to  his  errors :  for 
he  leceiydd  the  hi^iefl  favouis  aiid '  frieiidftip  from  all  dief 
chief  nobility  of  itMr,  c^>ecially  from  SctvioJEfJtiti'^ 
ANUS,  and  from  Ljelius.  And,  at  his  death,  he  was 
Xufficiently  rich  to  leave  his  daughter,  whom  he  had  mar- 
.  Ided  to  a  Roman  knight^  a  houfe  and' gardens,  of  twenty 
acres  in  cpmpafi  K    ine  jufteft  critics,  upon  |^is iix  plays,* 

»  Terentius  Lucanus. 

^  The  report,  that  he  was  extremely  poor,  and  that  his  plays 

were  not  his  own,  feems  to  have  been  the  efiedt  of  malice  and 

.  emry.     It  has  been  handed  down  to  poi^erity  with  that  iutcc^fs, 

and  (icgree  of  credit,  which  too  often  attends  talumny.  ^    "^ 

•  ''•■■•  f  *  -    •  are 


r  B  OO  K    VI.  6^ 

9XtJdi  a^motif  'that  XheAndria  and  ibcJdelpbi  excel  chiefly 
in  the  beautv  g(  the  chara&ers,  and  the  nice  delineation  of 
the  maniiisirs  s  the  Eunuchus  znd  the  Phormio  in  the  vivacity* 
of  the  pldt ;  while  the  Heatttdntmorumenos  and  Hecyra  have 
the  advants^  in  the  iimplicity  and  eaiinefs  of  ftile.  The  ob« 
j^&ion  n^de  by  Julius  Cssar^  to  the  plays  of  Terence, 
is  undeniably  jim.  The  vis  cornea  is  wanting.  His  come- 
c|ies  are  fitter  for  the  clofet  than  the  ftage.  They  may  be 
read  with  greater  pleafure,  than  they  can  be  fcen.  '^^ 
contain  lo  Kttle  a£tion,  and  variety,  that  the  audience  muft 
grow  languid,  and  weary,  before  the  concluflon.  Yet,  hift 
^guage  is'fo  polite,'  although  he  is  no  excellent  poet,  that 
unlefi  we  have  a  relifli  for  him,  it  is  impoffible  to  arrive^ 
at  any  petfe£tion  in  the  Latin  tongue.  The  works  of 
Verginius  Romanv^  in  imitation  of  theib  dramatic  wl^ 
thois,  are  entirely  loft*  » 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XXII. 

> 

Pliny /^  Calistrius  Tyro. 

A  Great  affair  has  been  tranfaded,  which  zSeBc^ 
all»  who  are  to  govern  provinces,  and  all,  wha 
nicautioufly  place  too  ^  great  a  confidence  in  friends.. 
LusTRicus  Bruttianvs  having  deteded  his  legates 
MpNTANys  AxTiqiNus  in  the  commiffion  of  many 
viUamesy  wrote  to  Cmsavl  upon  the  occafion.    At- 
TiciNvs    aggravated    his  wickednef39    by  accufing 
Bruttianus,  whom  he  had  purpofely  deceived.  Thq 
cauie  was  inftituted.    I  was  appointed  one  of  the 
judges.    Both  parties  pleaded  for  themfelves,  but  iiV  a 
fijmmary  way^  and  only  touching  on  the  principal 
heads  or  the  matters  in  controverfy  ;  by  which  me- 
thod truth  is  foon  difcovered.    Bruttianus  produc- 
ed his  laft  will  ^d  teftament,  which  he  affirmed  to 
be  written  by  the  hand  of  Atticinu5.    From  this 
circumftance  it  appeared,  how  intimate  a  firiendfhip 
had  fubfiftcd  between  thehi,  and  how  neceflary  it  was, 
that  Bruttianus  fhould  complain  of  the  man,  for 
Whoxp  'he  had  formerly  entertainfled  fo  true  an  afifec- 

tion, 
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don,  whoie  bale  and  notorious  crimes  he  now  men-, 
tioned.  ATTici1(f  vs,  when  he  could  not  clear  him- 
ielf  froni  the  charge,  quitted  his  defence  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that,  as  a  defendant,  he  appeared  a  cheat } 
as  an  accufer,  a  villain.  For  having  corrupted  the 
&cretary's  fervant,  he  intercepted  the  diaries  of  Brut- 
TiANus,  cutting  out  fuch  pailages  as  he  thought  fit : 
and  thus,  by  an  unparallel'd  piece  of  wickednefs, 
made  ufe  of  hb  own  crime,  as  a  means  to  accuie  his 
friend.  C^sAR  a£ted  moft  nobly.  For,  he  imme-^ 
diately  put  the  queflipn  concerning  Atticinus,  and 
not  concerning  Bruttianus.  Thte  former  was  con- 
demned, and  banifhed  to  an  ifland ;  the  latter  re- 
ceived an  honourable  teftimony  of  Ids  ihtegrity,  and 
obtained  the  merit  due  to  his  conflanc^ :  for  after 
having  readilv  iacquitted  himfelf,  he  profecut^  his 
adverlarv  witn  eamefhiels,  in  which  lu3  leyerity  was 
ts  conipicuous  as  his  truth  and  uprightneis.  «   * 

I  have  written  this  account  to  you,  as 'a  caution^ 
that  you,  who  are  now  appointed  governor  of  a  pro- 
vince, fhould  depend  upoii  yourfelf,  \ffitji6ut  tfumng 
others  too  much.  Laftly,  that  if  any  perfenthould 
by  chance  deceive  you,  (the  thoughts  ot  which,  (hike  ^ 
me  \^th  terror)  you  may  be  aflured  a  cerimn  pumfh"-  \ 
met  will  attend  the  deceit :  but  be  always  vigiknt 
to  guard  agwift  fuch  a  neceffity.  For  it  is  not  fi> 
agreeable  to  be  revenged,  as  it  is  vex:atious  to  be  im- 
pofedupon.    Farewell.  »       -      » 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  epiftle  contains  a  very  juft  caution  to  all  governoilL 
of  provinces,  whofe  fbtion  makes  it  neoeffiuy,  that  thejr  : 
fhould  place  confidence  in  particular  perfons  i  ^^  but  let  that 
^*  confidence,  fays  Pliny,  be  nicely  and  fparihdy  difpenf^ 
•'  cd."    The  inftance,  which  he  gives  to  corrooorate  tfai*^^ ! 
advice,  is  remarkable.  .  ^.." . 

LusTRicus  BRqTTiAKus,  a  procorifii),  (it  is  not  menti-* 
oned  of  what  place,}  appointed  Mx)NTakus  Atttcihcs  to 

be. 
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be  his  legate  *•  He  had  entertained  fo  good  an  opinion  of 
Atticinus,  that  he  had  even  tnifted  him  with  the  fecrets  * 
of  his  will.  Atticinus  was  guilty  of  fome  mifdemean- 
«mrs  in  his  emplo^ent  as  a  legate.  B&uttianus  thought 
itneccdflQu'y  to  letTRAjAN  know  the  difcovery, which  hehad 
inade  of  thefe  enormities.  Atticinus,  conlbious  of  guilty 
and  aware  of  the  proconful's  intentions,  found  means  to 
bribe  a  clerk  belonging  to  the  chief  fecretary  ^  of  Brut- 
TZANUs;  and  getting  pofleffion  of  the  difpatches  intended 
for  the  Emperor,  he  cut  out  fuch  parts  of  thofe  papery  as 
'indated  to  himfelf,  and  haftened  to  Rome  to  accufe  Brut- 
.TZANUS  of  evil  adminiftration  in  his  proconfuUhip.  Brut-^ 
TZANUS  returned  from  his  government,  not  only  to  defend 
his  owncharaAer,  but  to  accufe  Atticinus.  Thus,  two 
cauies  were  inftituted.  But  the  iniquities  of  Atticinus 
•were  immediately  manifeft :  He  was  baniflied  to  an  ifland : 
Bruttianus  was  acquitted  with  honour. 

ProtuUt  Bruttianus  teftamgntumfuumy  quod  Attici* 

'KI  manufcrifhim  tffi  dicgbat.    Hoc  enim  et  arcana  familiari* 

#4J,  §i  qmrendi  di  /»,  quern  fie  amajfiti^  mciffitas  indicabatuK 

Enmmtravit  cfimna  fwioy  numifijtaqui :  ^^  Bruttianus 

-^  (hewed,  in  open  court,  his  will,  written  by  the  very 

^  hand  of  Atticinus.    This  was  at  once  a  proof,  of  th^ 

*^  private  confidence,  which  had  fubfifted  between  diem» 

'^^  and  of  the  abfolute  lieceffity  of  complaining  againft  a  man^ 

-*'  whom  he  had  formerly  efleemed  his  friend.    The  crimes^ 

^  which  he  pointed  out,   were  fcaiidalous,  and  evident.** 

TMs  particular  part  of  the  epiftle  requires  explanation.  The 

iaft  ientence,  ememeravit  critmm  foeda^  manififtaqui^  (vught 

to  have  been  placed  before  the  account,  which  Pliny  gives 

ccmceming  the  will ;  otherwiie  it  appears,  as  if  the  will 

was  a  branch  of  the  accufiitidn :  but  it  was  only  produced^ 

as  an  evidence  of  die  friendfhip,  which :  had  fubfifted  be^ 

tween  Atticinus,  and  Bruttianus,  and  as  a  proofs 

that  Bruttianus  was  not  afiuated  by  malice  againft  hk 


The  word  comet  fignifies,  in  this  pUce,  a  Ic. 
gate»  a  perfon  next  in  aatfaority  to  th^  proconful  himlelif. 

^  ^^rii^  is.tbe  fecretary  of  a  ma^ftrate  in  his  public  employ- 
ments Thus»  there  were  fecretaries  called  y?ri^<r  adiles^  fra^torii^ 
quaffiorii.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  were  not  admitted  to 
Uie  'duef  offices  of  the  ftate,  till  they  had  publicly  renounced 
their  profeffion  as  fecretaries.    See  Livy,  book  9.  chap.  46. 

Vol.il  E  legate^ 
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legat^)  whofe  crimes  had  been  To  notori6us>  that  the  pro- 
conftil  found  himTelf  under  a  neceffity  of  accuTing  the  very 
perfon*  Whom  he  had  entrufted  to  tranfcribe  his  laft  will. 
And  after  thefe  crimed  had  been  fiill)r  proved,  the  fight  of 
the  iiriU  ihuft  necefikrilf  raile  the  higheft  indignation  in 
Adjudges  agiunft  Attic inus,  who  appeared  at  once  un?- 
wormy  of  private  friendflitp,  and  of  public  empIojrmetiL 

Csrtt^  imm  fcrlbm  fervo^  intineiferat  commeniari$s : 
*<  For  havins  ccxruptdi  the  flave  of  his  iectetarjr^  he  Imd 
^'  tAterceptda  hTs  journals."  The  coifimcntaries.  fi| 
jouritils  bf  tranfit^om,  which  the  etofuh  >iiui  chief  m 
Crates  toi^R^Uiftljr  ke{)t  for  their  o^m  u(b»  and  juftificatidit. 
ThMt  Tu^LY  Ays  to  AvTicuft,  tmnmintarinm  tot^idat/h 
nui  GrMicomp^tum m^^te :  ^^. Ilklve fettt you  a joumd 
^^  written  in  Gre^  of  mV  confulfliip/'  But.  the.  fecietarf^ 
itho  oottld  truft  memoriak-af  fiidi  confeqCflonce  to  the  cuf^ 
tody  of  a  Have,  was  S^iUy  xftber  <3(  a  careleflneis,  or  coi>> 
4rtipttoh,  that  render^  him  inefiteuia^le^ 

JfedtftdAerrimCMtKK:^  rum  emm  deBsivrtiAVO^  fii 
^atht  A  Art^ciNO  perrcginfit :  "  C«sar  «iked  the  opif 
^^  fiion  irf^  t^^  judges:  He  fwt  thb  Queftiob,  Is  Attic t:4 
^^  jrus  guilty  rVTIie. Word  ferregmt  ibnetiineft^  4ay  tht 
cohiftwotators,  figmfios^tf/Mi/)  dxpnmmamu  £utintbli 
miiflfe  it  cannbt  beidr  uich  ^  i^onwu^tioni,  The  following 
isntenct  fliefws  <he  decree,  of  the  tudges^  DantfultuSyM  in 
mfiiim  r^atult  ^  ^^  Hd  wu  condftomed,  kuid  hanifhbd  tti 
^  an  ifianSd/'  Had  it  been  the  decree  of  Cssar  .only^ 
PlInt  WoiM  Wc  cupneftd  it  otherwift.  tie  would  h^ve 
£itd|^tf/mAYTi€i|f\Jift  Amnavit^  ft  m  infuktm  rekgtmtx: 

^^ThatO%0A^./cottd«QiKd  Aif*TlcxNVS9  and  banifidi 
^  liioi .  inta  a^  tflntd.'^  hi  the  begiiining  of  the  letter 
Fl iky  tdis  us  fas  wttS'Oiie:  cf  ikt  ju^es,  yki  in  emfilit.  M 
would  lutvie  bedn 'of  no.cbti&quence  to  hvrc  fumiBaned 
juices,  if  thb  emperor  bad  idblved  not  to  pay  any  r^ard 
<to»  meir  deteriiiiiiatidn^  and  fiich  an  abfohite  decifion,  how? 
ever  audiorized  by  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  former  em- 
peror^)  muft  fakre  beea  totally:  inconfiftent  with  die  equirf 
and  gendttdefi  of  T&Aj  AN'a  xUfpofitiofi. 
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EPISTLE    .XXni- 

PtlNY     to    Tk1ARIUS« 

YPU  earneftly  defir«  me  to  be  an  advocate  in  a 
cau&9  committed  to  your  condud,  rq>uta^  ift 
Hfibl^  and  wfaercin  the  pleader  may  gain  applaufe.  J 
^<34)^j  l>ut  not  wimout  a  gratuity.  You  i^  iky, 
how  faajppens  it,  that  Bliny  in^h  upon  a  &ci  it 
inay  ha^)en  9  for  I  vnR  demand  a  fee,  that  (hall  be 
ingi^  honourable,  than  if  I  undertook  this  cau&  withr 
out  any  seward. 

I  tte&re,  aiid  even  covenant^  that  my  fiiend  Ck€« 
itOTius  Ruso  IhaU  be  a  jdnt  advocate  wUh  n)e  ki 
tlus  cauie.  Suchr  has  been  my  u&al  cuftom ;  and  I 
Lave  already  put  it  in  pradtiie  in  favour  of  icveral 

foung  lawyers,  Qpw  emijient  in  thdr  profeflion.  For, 
am  extremely  defirous  to  introduce  worthy  young 
men  to  the  ^XHirt,  and  jdace  them  in  the  road  of 
jSone  I  a  fervice,  which,  if  to  any  friend,  I  ou^t 
4ll|)r^.d|K&ialiy  to  beflbow  upon  Rvsp,  both  op  ac* 
^qt  jpf  his  nobk  Inrth,  and  the  great  afie^OQ 
^pffaJK^;heJ^^  And  I  diink  it  of  ^reat  iconic 

^WMc^  .itot  lie  1^^  m  die  uime  caufea, 

mi4  be  diflinguiihed  on  the  iaiBe  Jjde  with  my&lf. 
i^ttge-oflie  m  this  inftanoe,  before  he  pleads.  When 
jtti.^  pleaded,  you  wiU  return  me  thanks.  I 
iOMnskt  faachiin^  ^t he  fliaU  anftrar  your  expec* 
^MMns^  my.  own  hope,  and  the  impcmnqe  of  the 
cwle.icfelf.  He  is  ot  the  beft  difooGtion  imaginable, 
4pd  w3i  loon  introduoe  others ;  i^  in  the  mean  time^ 
&  &ai]  be  cncGoraged  by  os.  Nor.  indeed  can  the 
geixbs.of  any  man  become  immediiatdly  fb  conibicu- 
ous,  as  to  gain  him  reputation,  unleis  meet  is  fubjedt, 
and.opportunitr  of  ihewiiKr  himielf,  joined  to  the  re- 
pmmS^datioa^aiid  enco^igemeqt  V  a  puticular 
fiacud*  ^^dieifc      ■ 

£  a  OB- 
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.OBSERVATIONS. 

This  Is  die  only  epifUe  extant  from  Pliny  to  Triari* 

USy  of  whofe  name,  and  chara£):er  all  other  authors  are  fi- 

lent;  and  we  muft  remain  in  (he  fame  ignorance  of  Ruso. 

The  epiftle  feems  to  have  been"  written  in  the  latter  tin*  of 

/Pliny,  when  his  iame,  as  an  orator,  was  entirely  eftablilh- 

•ed,  from  -the  expreffion,  filiium  he^  mihij  ac  in  pluribta  claris 

^4uUifcemibus  fa£iitatum :  .f  ^  This  was  my  conttan.t  cuftom, 

.^*  and  what  I  have  done  in  &vour  of  many  young  men^  of 

.*^  abilities  :'*  he  appears  already  to  have  introduced  many 

eminent  lawyers  to  the  bar.    Such  a  cui^opi  was  much  to 

his  honour ;  and  the  letter  itfelf 'is  void  oif  that  vanity,  into 

which  a  confcious  fenfibility  of  his  merits,  and  excellent  dif« 

piofition,  often  betrays  him.' .  Hisajfts  bf  fricndfliip,  and  his 

<yther'ntimi6rous  virtues,  could  never  be  too' highly  extolled, 

cxd^t  by  his  own  pen.  ■ 


.     i  ■      ^       ■     '  '    \  ......;. 
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»■    .  ■ 


•  •  1 


\t   •-. 


#^^  how  great  oonfequcnce  to.  an  action  ik-^e 
. Vj^  pe^  who  duts  it  into  exiScotion !  For  Ac 
^eiy  fame  fafts  arcdther  highly  extolled,  or  g«atly 
depredated,  according  to  the:  renown,  or  obfcurity  of 

thofe,  who  perform  thcflv     ,  v; 

L  J.  was  .lately  failing  acrofs  our  L^r;f^  lake,  wHisil 

4>ne;of  my  friemls^  1  man  'much  older  thaui  myfel^ 

ihewed  me  a  vill%  which  had  a  particular  :b6d-cha9i* 

Jber  hangii^  over  the  Wee..   ♦*  Out  <rf. that  .room, 

*.^  fays  he,  a  citizen's  wife  threw  herfelf  and  iier  huf» 

♦*  band."    I  defired  to  know  the  caufe,    **  The  hut 

.^^  band  had  for  fome  time  laboured  under  an  ulcer* 

^<  ous  difbrder,  that  bqgan  to  putrify  in  thofe  parts, 

**  which  modcfty  muft  forbear  to  mention..  The 

^'  wife  entreated  to  look  upon  the  fore,  with  an  aC- 

V  furatice,  that  fhe  would  moft :  faithfully  teli  fchn^ 

^^  if  there  was  a  pofldbility  of  his  cure«  iUpoin  int 

..  L    .  '  5*fpe6tionf 
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«  ipeftion,  (he  thought  the  cafe  dc^ratc.    She  then 

•*  advifed  him  to  die ;  and  wias  herfelf  not  only  the 

*^  companion,  but  even  the  leader,  the  example,  and 

**  the  occafion  pf  his  death.    For,  tying  herfelf  to   , 

^*  her  hulband,  fhe  plunged  with  him  into  the  lake/* 

I  was  ignorant  of  this  catafirophe,  till  very  lately,  al- 

chotigh  I  was  born  in  the  iame  town,  nor  has  the 

>iame  of  it  fpread  beyond  the  neighbourhood;  not 

.  that  the  aftion  itfelf,  but  the  pcrfon  only,  is  inferior 

'to  Arria.    Farewell. 


t  r 


OBSERVATIONS. 


'/■■■:  Pliky  begins  this  epiftle  with  an  exclamation:  ^Jiam 

^  mubftm  iniersfiy  quid  41  quo  fiat  !  ^*  How  important  is  it, 

**  what,   and   by  whom,   a  thing  -  is  done  !"   T7o  which 

might  be  added  another  exclamation ;  **  **  How  important 

•*  is  it,  where,^and  at  what  time,  a  thing  is  done  !'*  In  our 

age,  and  t^tioir,  it  would  be  difEcult  to  nnd  the  moft  afFec* 

tionate  wife,  willing  to  put  an  end  to  her  own  life,   if  Ihe 

difcovered  her  hutband  in  the  dangerous  condition  defcribed 

in  this  letter.    She*  would  attribute  the  diftemper  to  certain 

^  isiufe,  tteit  might  plaufibly  excyfe  her  firom  dying  with 

t';himi  and .  therefore,  if  ihe  thought  it  neceflary  to.  thiow 

v:hi9l.out  of  a  window,  {he  woul4  fcarce  chufe  to  accompany 

"j^Jiim  in  his  fall.    iThe  ^£tion  in  the  Roman  lady  was  hferoi- 

^ ;  2xA  the  reflections  of  Pliny  arc  extremefv  jufh    Vir- 

^  ^t)i^  are' rendered  more  or  leff  iplendid  by  particular  names 

'.^Vartd   Jitisations ;  -  fo  that,   like  planejts,   thofe,   whidh  2Xt 

f' neareft  us,    feem  the  largeft,  and  mc^  refulgent^  becaufir 

"^-ihieA  confpicuous ;  when  thofe,  at  a  greater  diftaaoe,  are 

(rrfif. equal  magnitude  and  brightnels,   but  n^  fo  perfefily 

-IJciiQwn. 


f  t*  1  :  J» 
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s;iT  Pxi  N  y  7^  Be  B  I  u  s  Hi  sp  anus. 

'-*'X7^  O  U  ten  me,  that  Rorustus,  a  Roman  knight 
"'^  J[;    of  ^nsat  diftindipn,  undertook  a  jcovnjey  as  far 

♦•V-  '  ^''  E  3  as 
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as  OcricUlumj  in  compAny  ^di  my  frioid  Attilius 
ScAujLus  i  fince  which  time  he  has  nevar  aftpeared. 
You  d6fire»  that  Scaijrus  Ittay  coftie  to  tn6y  and  that 
he  ms^  point  out  to  mtf  if  pciil^hkt  ibme  footftefp^, 
by  which  we  may  trace  hk  CotikMuiion.  Let  him 
cpme^  thou^  I  fear  to  no  putpole  ^  fctt*  I  am  faSpi* 
cious,  that  the  fiune  accident,  I  know  not  what  to 
call  it,  may  luive  happened  to  RoBtrsTus,  that  feme 
time  fince  befel  my  countryman  Metilius  Ciitsptjs. 
}  had  obtained  for  him  a  military  employoidit ;  add 
when  he  went  to  take  poflelfion  of  it,  I  had  made 
him  a  prelent  of  forty  wouland  mmmi  %  that  he 
might  nimifh  himfelf  with  a  proper  equipage.  But, 
from  the  tinie  erf  his  departure,  I  never  received  any 
letter  from  lum,  6r  (aw  any  perfbn,  ^ho  could  mve 
me  an  account  of  his  death.  Whether  he  was  lolled 
by  his  own  fervants,  or  whether  they  were  murdered 
with  him,  is  not  known.  It, is  certain,  neither  he, 
por  any  of  his  ^rvants,  ever  appeared  afterwards* 
I  wifh  we  may  pot  find,  that  RoBirsTiirs  has  met  witfa 
the  fame  fate^  However,  I  will  fend  for  Scai;rus» 
This  obtiiietice  I  owe  to  your  commands.  This  obc-^ 
diehce  I  owe  to  the  v^  commendable  tequeft  of 
that  moil  excellent  young  man,  who,  with  fiich 
wonderful  fili4  piety,  and  fqch  induftry^  is  in  ibarch 
of  his  fadier.  Heaven  noake  him  as  fUccefifiil  in  dift 
eovefing  his  ftther,  as  he  has  already  been  in  diibo* 
"i^imxig  his  father's  comt)aniQn  \    Farewel}. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

The  &bje^  of  this  epiftle  is  very  extraordinary.  It  is  in  an* 
fwer  tx>aletter  from  HisPANUp,  in  which  he.  h^  told  Pliny, 
that  RoBUSTus,  a  Roman  kni^t,  who  was  accompanied  by 
Attilius  SciiURUs,  as  Af  as  Ocrkuban^  had  bekhiom^ 
time  miifing,  and  was  fought  after^  with  the  utmoft  degre^ 
pf  2jaX^%  hyhis  faxoily^  and  friends.  Pliny  replies,  ^al 
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be  fears  Robustus  is  murdered  i  and  then  mentions  a  mif- 
fortune  of  that  kind,  which  happened  toMfiTiLius  Cris* 
TVSj  who,  beiilg  an  officer,  had  fet  out  towards  the  army 
«  to  tsike  poffefiori  of  his  poft,  and  was  either  miirdered  by 
his  own  fervants,  or  by  robbers.  There  are  i)0l  any  other 
drcjumflances  related  of  this  afiair.  Nor  zfp  we  toU^  in 
«ny  future  epiftle,  the  cataftrophe  <i  Robust  vs.  But 
fimn  the  eimreffions  iutir^^tus  m  fit  a  fids,  an  aim  fiiisj 
JMmth  ^*  It  is  doubtful,  whether  his  fenrants  killed  him^ 
^y  or  died  with  hiim"  we  may  conjedure,  that  if  he  perifh** 
c3  by  the  hands  of  robbers,  they  muft  have  co^fifted  qf 
yety  Itrgf  fquadrons  \  ilnce  Robustus  from  his  quality, 
ami  Crxspus  -from  his  ftati^n,  muft  have  travelled  with  % 
minue,  fufident  to  have  guarded  them  agginft  a  finall 
sumberof  men. 

EPISTLE     XXVI. 

:  Pl  I  N  Y    /^  SERVI4NUS. 

•  » 

X  Rgoice,  and  congratulate  you,  that  you  havo 
Jt  thou^ts  of  marryii^  your  daughter  ta  Fuscug 
^AhWA'iox.  He  is  of  a  patrician  family;  HIa father 
is  in  hi^  reputatiorf ;  his  mother  is  equally  efteem^ 
td.  Sai^xnator  himfelf  is  ftudious,  learned,  ^d 
witty.  In  ixmocence,  he  is  a  child  *, '  in  cheaifulners» 
4  youth }  in  fedatenefs,  an  old  man.  Think  me  npt 
deceived  by  friendfliip.    My  affeftion  for  him  indeed 

■  is  verv  crcaj :  )ii$  kindneflb^  and  lu5  regards  towards 
me,  deterw  it.  But  yet  I  can  judge  of  him ;  and 
the  ftronger  my  afFe(9i3n,  the  nicer  will  be  my  judge- 
ment. And  I  yNiiX  take  upon  me  to  promife,  from 
my  own  experience,  that  your  hopes  could  not  form 
a  more  acceptable  fon-in-law. 

'The  remaining  wi(h  is,  d^at  he  may "  make  you 
Sioh  a  grandfather  of  children  l&e  youridves.  Hqw. 
Itamy  will  that  time  be  to  me,  ^yhen  by  an  equai 
lipit  HI  both  parents,  I  may  embrace  his  children,  ^ 

,  and  your  grand-children,  as  if  th^  were  in  the  Very 
ianrie  degree  of  afSnity  to  myfdf !  Adieu,    r 

E4  OB^ 


..^ 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

%  ..  .  .-  ,^fm-  -  '^  ^  t  -^ 

^^  .   .  .         ■  .  .  .     .  ■ 

The  chara£ler  here  ^ven  of  Fuscus  Salinator  is  a 
mofb  diftuigoilhed  piece  of  painting,  and  is  anfweraUe  to 
the  chanu9:^r  given  of  him,  jointly  with  Numidjus  Qua-* 
PKATUS  %  in  the  eleventh  epifUe  of  this  book.  The  worc^ 
0iere  are,  ni£  modo  temporibus  no/iris^  fed  Bteris  ipjts  mmd'- 
Wifi^o  fidurunii  ndra^preHtasj  conftantie  falva^  decorus  har^ 
Utusj,  OS  Latmiunj  vom  viriUsf  Unax  nUMriaj  magnum  i*- 
gmumy  judimum  aqttaJe :  ^f  That  he  [Qj; adr atus]  would 
^^  be  an  ornament  not  only  .to  this  age,  but  to  the  date  of 
^f  letters  ija  all  times :  his  probity  was  amazing,  his  con- 
^f  flancy  unqueftioned,  bis  manners  were,  genteel,  his  lan<* 
**  euage  true  Latin,  his  voice  manly,  his  memory  tenacious, 
^*  his- wit  great,  his  judgement  not  inferior /*  The  words 
here  are,  ipfi^tuU^fi^^  Utiratu^j  etiam  d^fertus  :  puerJimpU^ 
fitati^  comitate  j uveitis j  finex  gravitate  :  *•  He  hadf  great 
f^  api^ication,  Uteratur^  and  even  eloquence  i  he  had  the 
^^  fimplicitjT  of  a  child,  the  agreeablenefi  of  .youth,  and  the 
*^  fedateneis  of  age/'  There  is  a  remarkable  concifenels  i|i 
the  ij^iom  of  the  Latin  language^  that  conveys  a  gre^t 
firength  of  expreffion  in  very  rew  words ;  of  which  tMs 
quotation  is  an  elegant  example.  But  Fuscus  Sal  in  atofIi 
is  one  of  the  many,  among  Pliny's  friends,  whofe  names 

J  re  not  extant  in  any  other  author.    He  is  again  mentioned 
n  the  tenth  book. 

^  Au£<ui  fu^0af  indolis  Juvene^  dftosf  FvscpM  S^LiNATOi^EKft 
$t  NvMIDfUM  QuADRATUM)  egrigtum  pMT. 

EPISTLE     XXVn, 

.  P  L  I  N  y    /"^    S  IB  V  E  R  U  8. 

M  ,  ft  «  ... 

« 

yO  U  dcfire  me,  as  ypu  are  cpnful  cleft,  tp  con-t 
fider  Sn  whaf  nwiner  you  o\igiit  to  frame  your 
fpqsch,  ^hich  is  intended  in  hongur  of  the  emperor^ 
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ing  acquainted  you  with  thofe,  which  I  concdre  t9 
be  the  chief,  difficulties. 

My  doubt  is,  whether  I  ought  to  pfrfuade  you  to 
iA&  in  the  fame  method,  that  I  purfued. 

When  I  was  appointed  conlul,  I  abftained  from 
compliment,   which,    if  not  adulation  itfelf, 

^  It  yet  be  termed  liich ;  not  only  that  I  might 
jipipear  to  aft  with  my  ufual  freedom,  but  becaute^I 
kiK>w  fuch  a  method  would.be  moft  agreeable  to  the 
emperor ;  to  whc^  praiie  it  muft  chiefly  redound, 
that  whatever  I  faid,  fhbuld  not  proceed  from  the 
influence  of  fear.  I  enumerated  the  mighty  honours, 
that  had  been  bellowed  upon  every  one  ot  the  moft 
imworidiy  of  his  predeceflbrs,  from  whom  this  exeel- 
lipiit  prince  could  not  be  better  diftingui0ied,  than 
i)y  a  different  manner  of  addrefilng  him :  nor  did  I 
attempt  to  difguife  this  opinion,  left  the  omiffioh 
Thight  feem  not  to  proceed  from  judgement,  but  from 
fbrgptfolnels.  This  was  my  method  of  proceeding : 
but  the  fame  padis  are  not  agreeable,  nor  indeed  pro- 
jper,  to  all  men,  Befides,  t&  inducements  of  doing 
rOny  thing,  or  omitting  it,  vary,  not  only  according 
to  the  different  vicifEtudes  of  particular  perfons,  but 
alfb,  according  to  the  change  of  times  and  aflf^rs. 
5*hus,  the  recent  aftions  of  our  moft  illuftdous  em- 
peror afford  a  new,  great,  and  true  theme  for  pane-^ 
gyric :  for  which  realon,  (as  I  faid  before)  I  am  in 
doubt,  whether  I  ought  to  perfuade  you  to  purfue 
my  plan.  I  41x1  in  no  doubt,  that  by  way  of  advice, 
I  ought  to  place  before  yoii  ^e  rpethod,  ;^hich  I  pur-^ 
iiied.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS; 


t. 


.   We  are  not  to  be  furprUed  at  any  encomiimis  .upon  Tr  a* 

.J AN*    He  was,  in  a  manner,  the  immedUtQ  fucceflpr-.of 

'JpouiTivvN.    The  reign  of  NsjtVA  was  flidirt,  and  was 

^^rathcr  the  fcign  ^f  Trajan  his  coadjutor,  than  of  Nkr« 

y^  himfelfi.   Thf  I^ofqanr  had  (iifitred  lb  many  cruielties 

:1      '  from 
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CronDoMiTrAir^  tiiat  aa  emperor,  ftr  inferbr  ta  hunuuftjr 
to  Trajan,  muft  have  appeared!  beautiful  in  Aeir  ma. 
But  it  19  impoKbU  to  agree  with  Piiny,  where  he  (ays, 
MPii  bacy  etfi  mn  miulatmiy  Aide  iamem  adukiiinu  ahjiintd. 
^  I  not  only  abftained  from  flattery,  but  even  avotdecfevery 
^  ap|>earance  of  it.*'  The  panegyric  it&l^  abnoft  from  tbie 
beginning  to  the  end>  is  an  exception  ag^nft  this  averment : 
there  is  a  ftrain  of  adiJation,  that  runs  throu^iout  the 
whole ;  and  although  many  parts  of  it  are  iuftly  applicable 
io  that  excdlent  prmce,  to  whom  it  was  aodrefied,  yet  the 
aflertion,  in  this  eplftle,  convinces  us,  tfiat  Pliny,  like 
snoft  other  authors,  is  a  very  improper  judg^  of  his  own 
woiics.  Of  perhaps,  by  perpctu^  repetition  of  flattery,  the 
flatterer  hin^elf  at  1^  imagoes,  that  he  fpes^  truth. 

The  Latin  of  this  ejnfue  is  far  from  being  elc^^^  or 
eaiy.  '  Tlie  fKIe  is  laboured,  and  the  whole  letter  feeing  tp 
have  been  written  under  a  conflraint;  of  which  Pliny  ajH 
peara  ib  fenfible,  that  he  refers  his  more  parttcuUu*,  am 
(rohably  more  candid  anfwer,  to  a  perfonal  converiatian. 

EPISTLE    XXVin. 
Pliny  to  Pontius. 


IAm  well  apprized  of  the  reafoi^  why  I  di< 
find  you  attending  my  arrival  in  Caw^ama. 


did  not 
-  But 

notwitbftanding  your  abience,  you  leem  to  luKve  glid- 
ed here  in  peifoB,  fuch  was  the  vaft  quantity  of  every 
kind  of  provifion,  brought  to  me  in  your  name :  of 
all  which  I  ihamelefsly  accepted*,  your  fervants  de- 
firing  m^  to  aft  in  that  manner  :  and,  had  I  doi^ 
othen;^,  I  was  under  apprehenfions^  that  I  mi^ 
have  incurred  your  diipleafure  a^iinft  myfelf  and 
them.  For  the  &ture,  unle&  you  will  put  fome 
bounds  to  fuch  txtj^^  I  muft.  And  I  have  already 
declared  to  your  domeftics,  that  if  ever  hereafter  tbey 
Cbould  ofier  to  me  fudi  a  praRife  table,  I  was  re* 
fehred  ta  accept  of  nothing.  You  will  %  I  ou^t  to 
vS^  whatever  is  your  property,  as  if  it  were  my  own. 

Truci 
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True ;  but  then  it  ou^t  to  be  in  the  fame  manner, 
with  difcretidn.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There  is  great  polkenefi  in  this  epiftle.  Th^  (ubjcSt 
dt  it  is  an  entert^nment,  which  Pliny  had  received  from 
faig  friend  PcKTIus  in  Campania :  btit  the  original  dialed  is 
fir)deKcatd]r  e^gant^  and  fo  expreflSvely  concife^  that  it  is 
lUtt  Wily  t6  be  trahsfufed  into  anr  c^er  language.  Of 
which  the  firft  fefttence  is  an  exam(>ie. 

Sm  JH0  iiU  caufa  fkerii  impidinuuic^  fU9  minuifracur* 
ten  advittOim  meum  in  Campania  p^s  :  ^^  I  know  what  oIk 
<<  ftacle  hindered  you  from  outffaripping  my  arrival  mCanH 
^\ pania^  From  this  fentence  we  }eam,  that  Pontius^ 
ui^nPtiKV'^  intended  journey  into  Campania^  would  fun- 
I^^  cai^  fuerit  itnpedimintOy  he  had  been  hindred  by  viimc 
]^kiiictilar  avocationj  have  haftened  with  the  utmoft  expedi- 
tion^ to  have  attended,  and  to  have  prepared  for  our  aumor's 
arrival  there. 

Sid  quanquam  ahpm^  tvtus  hue  mgrafti  :  iantum  mihi  ee» 
piarumqua  urbanarumj  qua  rufiicarumj  ntmine  tuo  ehlatum 
eft.  Such  a  compliment  can  fcarcer  be  exceeded.  <<  Al« 
*^  though  you  were  abfent,  fays  Pliny,  your  whole  foul 
**  feems  to  have  diffiifed  itfelf  throughout  your  territories* 
<^  You  have  ^ided  hither  like  a  good 'genius,  invifible,  but 
^  tterting  the  ii^enc^  of  your  power.  Your  generous 
^f  ^«fMnaands  have  been  fo  «xadly  executed,  by  your  do« 
^f  inefties,  .that  I  have  n^ved  in  yx)ur  name  the  niofi:  mw^ 
^  nifice^t  ei^tertainmc;a^  that  J^me  or  Campania  coiui 
«  produce.*'  , 

By  the  words,  hue  nugrafii^  it  feems  as  if  Pliny  wrote 
Ats  letter  at  the  houfe  of  Pont  jus.  The  generbfity  of 
Fbtflrkus,  and  the  gratitude  of  Pliny,  are  eouallv  eminent. 
The  GOndufion  of  ihe  epiftle  is  admirably  wen  poKffaed,  and 
fiMinthe^>eginningto  the  end,  it  is  as  perfed  a  fample'of 
•^opian  .el^^iQce^  ai  can  belowd  among  the  recmls  <if  an* 


^y   .  .     ■ 
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EPISTLE    XXIX. 

PtiNY    /^  Qu  AD  R  ATU  S% 

Vtdius  Quietus,  who  had  an  extreme  affcftion 
^  ^  for  me,  and  (to  my  no  Ids  fatisfadlion,)  ^p- 
prpved.  of  my  behaviour,  ufed  to  mention,  anwing 
many  other  precepts  of  Thrase a,  (with  whom  he 
was  intimately  acquainted)  this  pardcuiar  majdm.: 
**  That  caufes,  eimer  of  friends,  of  the, poor,  or  of 
•*  an  exemplary  kind,  .ought  to  be  undertaken/* 
XVhy  the  caufes  of  otir  friends  ?  Here  no  explanation 
is  reauifitc.  ^A^hy  of  the  pppr  ?  Becaufe  in  fuch  cir- 
CTrhftances,  both  the  intejgrity  and  the  humanity  of 
•  the  pljeadcr  are  moft  conipicuous.  Why  thofe  of  an 
exempl^  nature  ?  Becaufe  it  is  of  great  confe- 
"qiuence,  whether  a  good  or  a  bad  precedent  is  efta- 
blifhed.  To  thefe  different  inftances  I  will  iadd,  pqf- 
fibly  out  of  ambition,  Xuch  caufes,  as  are  eminent, 
and  illuftrious  in  themfelves.  For,  it  is  juft  fomp- 
times.to  plead  for  the  fake  of  glory,  gmd  reputatioiu 
,Then  the  caule  belongs  to  the  pleaoa-  himfeu. 
.  As  you  have  confiJted  me  upon  this  occafion,  thefe 
are  the  bounds,  which  I  have  pointed  out,  for  yoyr 
dignity,  and  your  modefty.  Nor  do  I  forget,  that 
cuftom  not  only  is,  but  is  acknowled^d  to  be  the 
beft  mafter  in  the  art  of  Ipeaking.  For,  I  obfejryc 
'many, .  who,  with  mean  capacities,,  and  no  learnihjg, 
have  from  pradlice'  only,  arrived  to  a  good  manner  pf 
plcadjuig.  But  by  experience,  I  find  the  try th.  of  that 
fiiying,  of  which  Pollio  ,is  tjie  reputed  author ;  **  By 
f^ ,  pleaiding  well,  I  obtained  great  practice  ^  by  great 
*V  practice  I  was  difabled  from  pleading  as  well  as 
**  before."  Becaufe,  by  too  continual  a  conftancy  in 
the  lame  manner  of  Ipeaking  we  habituate  ourfelyes 

^  The  oephew  of  Qjf  adratilla.    See  book  ji  ep.  24. 
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to  a  fluency  of  fpeech,  rather  than  to  a  digefldon  of 
the  fubiedt  matter ;  and  we  become  rafh,  rather  than 
properly  cohfident.  Nor  did  Isocrates  lofe  the 
charafter  of  being  the  greateft  orator  v  although  the 
weaknefs  of  his  voice,  and  his  modeily  prevented 
him  from  Ipeaking  in  a  public  audience.  Therefore 
read,  write,  and  confider  a  great  deal,  that  you  fhay 
be  prepared  to  plead,  when  you  have  inclination 
and  you  will  have  that  inclination  when  you  ought 
to  plead,  I  have  generally  purfued  this  method) 
ibmrtimes  I  have  yielded  to  neceflity,  which  is  onp 
branch  of  realbn.  For  I  have  pleaded  fome  cau^ 
by  command  of  the  fenate,  among  which  however 
were  Ibme  of  the  kind  recommended  by  THRASEAi 
exemplary  in  themfelves.  I  pleaded  for  the  yfydalu- 
fiaHs  a^unft  BiEBius  Mass  a.  The  queftion  Wai^ 
•Whether  their  complaint  againft  him  Ihouldbere^ 
ceived:  it  was  received.  I  was  again  advocate  fpj: 
tiiein,  when  they  complained  a^nft  Ctecilius  Clast 
"srfctJs.  A  dueftioh  arofe.  Whether  the  provincial 
officers  of  Jnddlufia  oug^t  to  be  punifhed,  as  part- 
ners. ani3  minifters  of  the  procohuil  in  his  crimes^: 
they  were  punilhed.  I  proiecuted  Marius  pRisCt;^, 
who  being  condemned  by  the  lacw  againft  bribery  and 
/corrupti6n,  claimed  the  clemency  of  that  law;  al; 
thou^  his  crimes  had  more  than  dfeferved  the  Ut- 
ihoft^  fererity  of  it:  he  was  bamlhed.  I  defended 
Julius  Bassus,  as  a  perfon  not  enough  upon  his 
guard,  nor  fufficiently  cautious,  therefore  not  abfo^ 
hxt^Lj  guilty :  he  demanded  judges :  his  requeft  was 
^granted,  and  he  kept  his  place  in  the  fenate.  Laft- 
ly,  I  pleaded  in  the  fenate  for  Varenus,  when  he 
required  citations  to  fummon  his  witneffis :  he  ob- 
tained thofe  citations.  For  the  future,  1  wiih  I  may 
'  be  commanded  to  appear  only  in  fuch  caufes,;ask 
\  Would  become  me  voluntarily  to  undertake.  Fare- 
well. 
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This  ^iftle  points  out  the  feveral  kinds  of  cauTeSf  in 
iR^ch  an  dfator,  Who  intended  to  become  as  eminent  for 
wtueas  for  doqtrwicc;  ought  to  en^ehimfyf,  Plinv 
iM^ns  by  introdtidng  the  marim  of  Thuasbaj  -Who  had 
divided  all  caufes  into  diree  fotts.  Cam/as  aut  aniicorum^  out 
4ifiitutaSy  €Ut  nd  exemplwn  piirtine»U$. 
<  The  words,  c^ufas  de/Htutasj  miply  the  cajufcs  of  the 
fOOi»  IIliny  a&eruins  the  meaning^  by  zdditig^  iptod-i^ 
iUis  maximi  et  cojtfiantia  (tgentis^  it  humanitas  cerntfetur : 
^  Becaufe,  a  difintorefted  pleader  Jud  die  npbleft  opportur 
^  nity  of  difolaying  his  cSOmpaffion,  and  ^eherofity,  iniaf- 
^  fiftui^  thoife  pcx&ity  -wfio  w^ted  the  abitities  to  fee  an 
*^  advopatv.  >  tn  fuch  inftances  fiSii  g^ndroGtjr  nnA  «videntl)r 
^.  a{qpear.  The  only iiMiv^  to  engage  huniwi^  huinan^ 
?  ty^  and  jpompaificm.. .  Ncadier  aierceDaiyt'^iiQc  fUfifti 
^.principlfM^  fCo^^  his  ifiduoenfints*  :Th<ci«r- 

^%titude  of  his  mmd,  and  the  beaevolence  x>f;hb  lie^ 
^^  coMld  ^pne  prompt  him  to  defend  i^  ^p^^  -^^  P^<^ 
.^'perties,  6f  clients^  whb  were  miierable,  m^ugent^  aw 
^  foriom.** 

Ad  Hcemfium  firfrnentts.  fhr  this  e^fpreffioti,  Ptivrt 
fiesns  to  iatend  thofe  cal^,  nom  the  dedi£^n  ^  wMdi 
precedents  slight  noctilariiy  lie 4rAwn&>r  future  thnes.  Alt 
caufeS)  which  were  i»ew»:  afid  a^  yet  mdeteinunpd*  were ;flf 
this  )dnd^  .  £^d  theieveral  toftan^es,  ^trwards  j^eMJipQf^ 
in  this .  epifU^  conjtain  in  thfp  icertain  particuMr  pQJiO)^ 
tbit  no  preceding  law,  or  ciAom  Tpa4  AtScientJy  leibibtiihe^^ 
•  The  niaxim  W  Pot Lt  ois  :femarkahre.  The  Latiii  is  ycrjr^^ 
isfipti&ytj  but  very  flicwt.  Cwmnode  agendo  fal^unt  lifti  if  ■ 
fapi ogfteini  fiBf^  4ighAy  «r  fmnusjtmmii.  T%e  mdth&ii;' 
jof  this  iienteiicaB  m^ry  beihus  rx^aincd :  ^*  I  obuujpi^  grait 
<<  pra^of,  ;by.  being  always  well  ^aiqiaved,  and  J)y  nc^ieal'' 
^<;  oinittiugany  inatter  -or  circuii^aape,  .that  nng^t  be.t^ 
^^  ufe  and  fervice  to  my  client.  When  I  was  ^artfiv;^  .(04^; 
^*  great  ihare  of  liufihefs,  and  ^perpetual  courle  of  em- 
*•  ployment,  I  had  not  fufficient  time  to  ftudy  and  confider 
**  each  particular  caufe ;  and  of  coniequehce  I  was  iiot  fo 
*<  ferviceable  to  my  ievend  clients,  as  I  had  been,  and 
*^  fhould  have  continued,  if  a  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  !rtd 
♦^  not  diftradediny  attention,''    Agreeable  to  this  interpret.- 
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tatiim  is  ^  retfon  afl^ned  by  Pliny  for  Ae  tnttfa  oT 
FoLLio^s  maxim :  ^»ra  Jaliett  offithAati  mma  fntiHtas 
mtgUi  qumn^fmaihai^  mcfiima^  fidtemiriuispartavr:  ^^  Bf 
^  too  iiwdi.  bufincfi  we  cottnd  a  habit  of  ipc^^ 
^:  ratfaer  tfaaa  oonfideiatdy :  raflueft  takes  place  of  judges 
*f  OBsnt :  ibe  ftoper  confidenoe^  atifiag  from  the  Uttec^  in 
'i^&^foMiod  bjr  die  hafty  inconfideration  of  tbe  fox»er/' 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XXX. 

Pvi  N  Y  »  F A  B  A  T  u  s,  hts  wife's grow^otber. 

'TiPiH E,  place  of  your  Wrdi  ought  to  be  reg^oi 

Jt     fay  ^D«*  *qually  with  my  own*    The  h\ 
^Tmy  fim^y  d«^)e^  Byceirean 

Wm  to  the  %ot  x»f  your  nativity,  I  muft  enjoy  plca^ 
ftre  at  my  own  .houfe,  and  fafetV  at  yours*  it  is 
lane,  '^  CamUian  viUa,  which  o^ongs  to  vbii  ifl 
Ci^ii^tem^  is  m^Kured  by  time :  however  £a(^  p^ 
6JF  It,  ais  are  really  moft  valuable,  remain  founds 
^'ac  feaft  iibt  much  decayei.  I  fby therefote  to 
^  k  {»x)peiif  lefitted. 

:~  t  apjpear  indeed  to  have  toasiy  ;&knds  ^  but  fc«ee 
"any  of'^the  fert,  whidi  you  stre  feekir^  after,  :^d 
iMhich  your  affairs  demand.  My  friends  are  all  tHS- 
jonging  to  the  law,  or  to  the  court.  '  But  the  ma-* 
tm^i  of  a  farm  requires  an  oveHeer  of  a  robuft^ 
and  ruftic  di^fition ;  to  whom  not  any  labour  will 
£ein  difficult,  nor  any  care  fervile,  nor  any  iblitude 
naidancholy«.  You  have  a  very  good  opinion  of  Ru- 
FViu  He  'waKfamiliailyiu:quainted  l!v&  your  fon. 
But  I  am.  not  certaiiv  tKat  he  can  do  y^u  Ffoper  fer- 
vice  in  die  country.  I  know  Ke  wifties  to  be  ufefiil 
;6  you  in  the  hi^eft  degree.    Farewell. 

OfeSERVAfrONS. 

I  t 

One  of  the  ^tommentatofs  rodls  tiie  firft  tbatence  of  this 

ration 
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'vation'is  certainly  right.  The  words,  in  their  common 
acceptation,  and  by  the  order,  in  which  they  are  placed, 
appear  difficult  to  be  reconciled  to  fenfe.  Debemus^  meheV' 
cwi^  nataUs  tttos  perindi  ac  mjiros  celebrare^  cum  latitia  nofir^ 
rum  ex  tuis  pendeaty  anus  *  diligentid  it  curd  hie  Ularesy  ijlk 
ficurifumus.  At  fixfk  udit  we  imagine  naiaUs  tuosj  to  fig* 
nify  your  birth^lay*  The  tranflations  have  generally  run 
in  that  channel*  iBut  how  the  celebration  of  a  birtn-day 
could  give  Pliny  ieciirity  abroad,  although  it  might  make 
him  happy  tod  chearfill  at  home,  is  impoffible  to  devife. . 
If  We  ttsad  £uther,  and  confider  the  occafion  of  this  letter^ 
we  find  it  totally  relative  to  a  houfe  in  Campania^  the  viUa 
CamlBanay  where  Fab atus  was  born.  **  I  ought  to  ho- 
^  nour  the  place  of  your  nativity,  {zjz  PttKY,  as  I  honour 
*^  mf  own**'  .  The  houfe  feems  to  nave  be^  in  fo  ruinous 
a  condition,  at  the  time  wboi  Pliny  Wfote  thi$  epifQe, 
that  it  vnA  not  habitable  with  any  degree  of  fecur^ty.  He 
fefolves  therefore  to  apply  himfelf,  wim  ereat  care  and  dili- 
gence^ towards  refitting  it :  nor  could  hcut  eafy  or.happy  at 
nomb,  till  he  was  certain,  that  the  vifia  QumlUana.  Was  per* 
fi^y,  repaired.  And  he  flays  in  Campania  fbr'that  parti- 
cidar  purpofe^.  *         - 

V  The  epiftle  is  evidenidy  in  anfwer  to  a>letter  from  Fa* 
BATUs,  defiring  Pliny  to  iiifped  into  the  condition  of  this 
manfion  houfe ;  and  to  procure  for  him  a  fteward,  or  over- 
feer,  who  might  overlook  his  lands^i  and  regulate  his,  efiate 
in  Can^antam 

•  The  word  a^us  embarraiTes  the  fentence :   demus  or  ofilU  muft 
be  underflood. 

^MimUmus  erga^  ut  ^m/a/uierrime  rtfaantUTm 

E  p  I  s  T  l  e    xxxr. 

I  •  ■ 
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A       *  •   .   >^       ^  ^       V 


ft 

TH  E  emperor  having  fummoned  me  to  couAcif, 
at  Centumcellaj  (that  is  the  name  of  the  place) 
I  enjoyed  there  the  ftigheft '  fatisfaftiori.  For  what 
could  be  more  agreeable,  than  to  behold  the  juftice, 
m^efly,,  and  affability  of  our'  iinpcrial.  inafter,.  cren 

in 
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in  his  retirement^  where  thefe  yqualifications  become 
more  confoicuous  ?  Cauies  of  difierent  kinds  were 
heard,  and  in  fuch  various  ihapes,  as  vrere  fufiicient 
to  prove  the  virtues  of  the  judge- 

Claudius  Aristo,  a  man  of  omfequence  among 
the  Ephefiansy  pleaded  in  his  own  defence.  From  the 
gpnerofity  of  his  temper,,  he  fiad  gained^  without  the 
leaft  iniquity,  the  affe&ion  of .  the  people.  ;  From 
hence  arofe  envy :  and  an  informer  was  fpirited  up. 
agalnft  him,  as  unlike  to  him  in  principles,  as  the 
peribns  were,  who  employed  the  inrormen  He  was 
therefore  acquitted,  and  received  fatisfa(5bion<  ,.  . 
..  The  next  diy  die  caufe  of  Galitta,  accufed  of 
adultery  was  heard.  She  was  married  to  a  military^ 
tribune,  who  was  then  in  purfuit  of  other  prefer  *« 
ments :  fhe  had  ftained  her  own  honour,  and  the  ho- 
nour of  her  hufband,  by  a  criminal  converfation  with 
a ,  coiturion.  The  hufband  wrote  an  account  of  it  to 
the  cbnfular  legate,  the  confular  legate  to  C^sar. 
The  eR^ror  having  heard,  and  confidered  al].  the 
evidence,  broke  the  centurion,'  and  even  banilhed  him. 
Two  were  involved  in  the  crinie,  one  of  whom  as  yet 
remained  unpunifhed  ;  but  the  hufband,  flill  in  love 
with  his  wife,  retarded  her  profecution,  not  without 
fopie  refledtions  on  his  patience.  He  retained  her  inr 
his  houfe,  after  the  accufadon  was  exhibited  againft 
her  for  adultery  ;  as  if  the  removal  of  his  rival  made 
him  perfedtly  eafy.  He  was  fummoncd  to  finifh  the 
charge,  which  he  did,  againft  his  will :  but  even  in 
Ipite  of  the  accufer,  it  was  neceflary  ihe  fhould  be 
condemned.:.  She  was  found  guilty,  and  fentenced  to 
the  punifhment  inflifted  by  the  Julian  law*  Cjesak 
added  to  the  fentence,  both  the  name  of  the  centu-^ 
riofH  and  an  account  of  the  military  difcipline ;  left  i( 
mi^t  be  imagined,  he  referved  the  power  of  all  fuch 
trials  to  himfelf. 

^TTie  third  day  another  caufe  was  introduced,  which 
had  et^gaged  mfuch  difcouiife,  and  occafioned  a  variety 
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of  rcpdrttX*  <i6eo5ming  tke  codkil*  of  Jtrtius  TyRa ; 
part  of  Mroch  was  aHowed  to  be  refaJ,  and  other  parts 
were  charged-  to  have  been  foiled,      SEMrRomvs 
Senecio,  a  Roman  knight*   airtd  EurytHmus,  the 
ftecdnian  of  C/^sar,  a«d  an  offiecr  of  his  homfhold, 
were  accufed  of  thi^  crime.    liVTien-CiESAR  was^in 
Dacia^  t3ie  heirs  jointW^-by  a  Mrrittcn  epiftie,  petition- 
ed him  to  take  the  aeterminatien  of  the  eaufe  upon 
himfclf :  he  undertook  it.    Updn  his  return,  he  ap- 
pointedr  a  day  for  the  hearii^ ;  and  whai  fonfie  of  the 
heirs  -would  have  quitted  the  profecution,  in  reaped, 
as  it  were,  to  Eurythmus^  the  emperor  macfc  this 
admirable  anfwer  5  **  Neither  is  he  Poty cletits,  nor 
*'  am  I  NiRo/*    Yet,  -at  their  defire,  he  indiilged 
them  with  an  adjournment :  wh€n  the  time  was  ehp- 
fed,  he  fat  dowp  to  hear  the  cstufe.    Two  of  the  heirs 
Cioly  ^I*ared :  they  infifted,  diat  all  the  heirs  fliotild 
be  obliged  to  profecute,  fince  they  had  all  jcwntly 
commenced  tfte  aftion,   or,  that  tney  alfo  mi^t  ■  be 
at  liberty  to  quit  the  profecution.      Cjesavl   Ipbke 
with  great  dignity,  and  temper.    And  when  the  ad- 
vocate of  Sekecio   and  Eurythmus  infifted  they 
fhould  be  kft  e5qx>fed  to  fulpicions,  unlels  they  were 
heard  in  their  own  defence,  the  emperor  replied,  •*  / 
•'  am  not  concerned^  whether  they  are  UabU  to  fucb 
**  fufpicums :  /  am  eertaikfy  fujpeifed.**    Then  turning 
to  us,  "  Conjider  haw  I  okghP  to  all  ?  Thefe  heirs  are 
"  feeking  for  fifHi  pretence  of  complaint^  that  thtf  bad 
^^  not  a  permijim  to  fkiEtdy    Then,  agreeable  tx>  the 
opinion  of  thofe  admitted  to  the,  coundl,  the  empe- 
ror ordered,  that  notice  fhouki  be  given  to  the  heirs 
to  profecute  thdr  caufe ;  or  that  each  of  them  fhould 
aflign  his  reafbns  for  defifting  ;   otherwife  that  he 
l¥ould  pronounce  fentence  ^ainft  them  as  calumni- 
ators. 

You  fee  in  how  honourable  and  weighty  affairs  our 
days  were  paft ;  to  which  fucceeded  me  moft  agree- 
able amufements.    Wc  wiere  admitted  every  day  to 
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lupper ;  which,  if  confidcred  as  an  entertainment  from 
the  emperor,  was  moderate.  Sometimes  we  were 
amufed  with  farces  :  Ibmetimes  the  night  was  length-* 
cned  oiit  Jby  the  moft  chearful  converfations.  On 
the  laft  day^  when  we  werfe  taking  leave  (fo  punftiiaj 
is  CifEs AR  in  politenefe)  prefents  were  fent  to  each  of 
v$.  But  to  me,  not  only  the  importance  of  the  caufes, 
the  honour  of  being  admitted  to  council^  the  elegance 
and  phunneis  of  the  meals  were  highly  delightful,  but 
alio  the  place  kfelf. 

This  n^ft  charming  rilla  is  furrounded,  by  fields 
of  the  fineft  wrdure ;  it  hangs  over  the  fhore  -,  where 
there  is  a  bay,  in  which  is  an  haven  formed  like  an 
amphitheatre.  The  left  fide  is  fortified  by  a  very 
ftrong  work ;  they  are  now  finilhing  the  right  fide, 
in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  is  an  ifland,  which 
breaks  the  fury  of  a  flormy  fea,  and  yields  a  fafe 
paf&ge  to  fhips,  on  both  fides  of.  it.  This  ifland, 
aHfiUe  as  it  is  above  the  water,  was  made  by  art : 
greatt  flxMies  were  carried  in  a  Ihip  of  very  large  bur- 
qfen;  thele  were  thrown  into  the  fea,  one  upon  the 
odief^  oppofite  to  the  harbour.  By  their  own  weight 
iim  became  fixed,  and  by  degrees  were  cemented, 
ana  rofe  together  like  a  fortification.  The  back  of 
the  ilofie-iiland  is  now  higher  than  the  water  ;  it 
breaks  the  waves,  that  dafh  againft  it,  and  throws 
them  to  a  great  height.  From  hence  arifes  a  vaft 
hoife,  and  a  white  foam  in  the  fea  around.  Piles  of 
wood  are  again  added  to  the  ftones,  which,  i|i  procefs 
of  time,  may  make  the  place  appear  as  a  natural 
Uland.  This  harbour  has  already,  and  will  always 
have  the  name  of  the  founder  %  and  wlU  be  of  par* 
ticular  fafety  to  fhips,  as  there  is  no  other  recepta* 
cle  for  them,  throughout  the  whole  Iq^gth  of  this 
dangerous  Ihore.    Farewell. 

*  Tkajax. 

Fa  OB- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

By  the  firft  cxprejflion  in  this  letter,  evocatus  in  conftlium  a 
CssARE  noftro^  ''  I  was  fun(imoned  to  counfel  by  our  impe- 
*^  rial  matter,*'  it  is  evident,  that  the  emperor  had  no  cer- 
tain number  fixed  and  appointed  ks  his  privy  council  3  he 
fummoned  only  fuch  perforis,  as  he  thought  proper. 

The  equity  and  firamefs  of  TkAjAN*s  difpoiition  are 
amply  fpecified  in  this  epiftle,  particularly  in  the  cafe  of 
Galitta,  whofe  adultery  the  emperor  could  by  no'means 
be  prevailed  upon  to  pardon,  although  the  bafe  fubmifHon  of 
-  her  hu(band  had  fet  him  the  ex:ample.  JuLi^ff  legis  pcenis 
reli^a  eft  :  *'  She  was  punifhed  according  to  the  Julian  law. 
In  all  probability  (he  was  baiiifhed.  IHie  punifhments  in* 
flidied  by  the  Julian  law  were  various;  but  as  Augustus 
baniibed  his  daughter  and  grand-daughter,  whofe  names 
were  Julia,  for  adultery,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  Ga- 
XITTA  underwent  the  fame  punifiiment. 

Jul  II  Tyronis  codidlli^  quos  ex  parte  veros  ejfe  conftahat^ 
ix  parte  faiji  dtcebantur :  ''  The  codicils  of  Julius  Tyro, 
**  which  partly  appeared  to  be  true^  and  partly  falfe.**.  By 
this  expreffion  Tyro  muft  have  made  feveral  codicils,  part 
of  which  were  faid  to  be  teal,  and  others  were  fufpefted  to 
be  forged.  The  Romans,  in  making  their  codicils,  ifTed 
lefs  fblemnity,  and  exa£hiefs,  than  in  making  their  tefta- 
ments.  The  codicils  therefore  were  more  liable  to  forgery. 

EuRYTHMUs  G^SARis  Ubertus  et  procurator  :  **  feu- 
*'  i^YTHMUS,  the  freedmanof  Cjesar,  and  his  procurator.** 
The  procurator  here  fignilies  the  perfon,  who  took  upon 
him  the  charge,  and  care  of  his  matter's  affairs,  particularly 
his  revenue.  Trajan  was  in  Dacia  at  the  time,  when 
EuRYTHMUs  was  fuppofed  to  have  committed  this  crime^ 
which  aiifwers  the  definition  of  the  procurator^  given  by  an 
old  author,  procurator  5/?,  qui  negotium  abfentis  fufcipit  : 
*'  The  procurator  is  the  perfon,  who  undertakes  the  bufinefs 
*'  of  one,  who  is  abfent."  The  emperor's  behaviour  upon 
this  occafion  is  extremely  bright.  He  is  much  moved  by  the 
apprehenfion  of  being  fufpected  as  too  partial  towarchs  his 
freedman.  He  difavows  the  pradice  of  former  emperors, 
and  in  a  very  remarkable  anfwer,  points  out  the  diflimili- 
tude  between  himfelf  and  Nero,  and  between  Euryth- 
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Uvs  and  Polycletus.  In  the  arinals  of  Tacitus  'we 
find 'an  account  of  Polycletus,  by  which  fo  much  ho-* 
Hour,  is  reflci^ed  upon  our  anceftois,  the  ancient  Britons,  that 
the  omii&on  of  the  paflage  would  be  inexcufable.        'i 

Igitur  ad  fpe^landum  Britannia  ftatum  nuffiis  eji  ex  Ubertis 
Polycletus,  magna Hekoius  fpe^  poje  auSforitate  ejus, 
non  modo  inter,  legatum  procurator emque  conctn-diam  gigni^  fed 
it  rebilles  barbarorum  animos pace  componi.  Nee  defuit Poly- 
cletus, quo^ minus  ingenti  agmine  Italia  GalUaque  gravis^ 
fojiquam  oceanum  tranfnuferat^  militibus  quoque  no/iris  terri- 
bilis  incederet.  Sed  hojithus  irrifui  fuity  apud  quos  flagrante 
itiam  turn  libertate^  nondum  cognita  libertorum  potentia  erat^ 
mirabanturque^  quod  dux  et  exerxitus  tanti  belli  confe£for  fer^ 
vitiis  obedirent. 

.  ^^  Upon  this  occafion,.  that  the  ftate  of  Britain  might  be 
"  fully  examined,  Nero  fent  thither  Polycletus,  one  of 
*'  his  freedmen,  by  whofe  authority  the  emperor  was  in  great 
5<  hopes  to  reconcile  the  animofities  fubiifting  between  the 
*'  legate  ^,  and  the  procurator  ^ ;  and  to  reduce  the  fierce 
**  fpirit3  of  the  barbarians  *  to  the  thoughts  of  peace.  Po- 
"  lycletus  was  pleafed  with  the  employment,  and  he 
^^  wa9  flill  more  elated,  becaufe,  as  in  his  journeys  through 
V  Italy  and  Gauly  bis  prodigious  train  had  been  exceffivdy 

.    %  Annal.  Lib.  xiv.  cap.  xxxix. 

.  ^  Paulinus  Suetonius  was  legate^  lieatenaiit  general,  and 
governor  of  Britain.  The  fame  title  dill  fubfifts  with  us  ;  and 
appertains  to  the  viceroy  of  Ireland^  who  is  ilile4  lord  lieutenant 
generaU  9nd  general  governor  of  that  kingdom. 

^Julius  Classjcianus  was  procurator.  Here  the  word  pro  • 
curator  fignifies  a  public  officer,  who  had  the  infpediou  and  re* 
gulation  of  the  revenue,  and  taxes,  in  the  provinces.  Tacitus, 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  takes  notice  of  the  difagrcement  be* 
iwecn  Classjcianus  aiid  Suetonius.  His  words  are,  Gentcfque 
fraferoees  tardius  ad facem  indinaty  quia  Julius  Classicianus 
fuccejfor  Cato  miffusy  ^/  SuKTONio  difcorsy  bonum  fublicum  fri'vatis 
Jimiiltatibus  impediebat :  **  Thcfe  fierce  warlike  people  [the  Bri- 
*'  tons]  were  the  lefs  induced  to  peace,  becaufe  fuchdiilentions 
•*  had  happened  between  Julius  Classicianus,  (who  was  fent 
•*  procurator  in  the  room  of  Catus)  and  Subtonius,  who  wit 
''lieutenant  general,  that  their  private  animofities  retarded  the 
**  public  welfare." 

*  The  word  Barbarian  was  a  general  term,  fignifying  foreign- 
ers. The  Romans  borrowed  that  denomination  of  (tra^gers  from 
the  Greeks. 

F  3  **  oppreflivc 
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(^  f^ppreffire ;  fo  now  in  his  pafiage  acrofi  At  ocean^  that  tralA 
*'  w»s  become  abfolutely.  formidafale  to  our  own  foldiers  \ 
^<  But  he  was  a  fuUed  for  derifion  to  thie  Britons.  EVEN 
^'  AT  THAT  TIME,  THEY  WERE  INFLAMED 
«  WITH  THE  LOVE  OF  LIBERTY,  and,  as  yet, 
^^  had  not  been  acquainted  with  the  migjhcy  power  of  freed- 
*'  men.  They  were  amazed,  that  a  genend,  and  an  army, 
^^  who  had  fo  vlAorioufly  finifbed  a  great  war,  (hould  be<* 
*^  come  fubfervient  to  flaves." 

jfHoqui  Ji  vel  de  calumnid  prommdaturum :  ^  A  fetitence 
^^  ihould  be  otherwife  pronounced  againft  die  peribn,  who 
<*  was  guilty  of  calumny***  Whoever  introduced  any  caufe  , 
'  from  the  fpirit  of  malice,  or  vexation,  was  deemed  a  calum- 
niator, and  was  puniihed  accordingly.  The  law  concerning 
calumny  was  particularly  excdlent.  The  calumniator  was 
to  fuSer  Ac  fame  punifmnents,  that  would  have  taken  place 
againft  the  perfon  accufed,  if  he  had  been  found  guilty. 

Fides  fuam  horujii^  quamfiveri  dies^  ^uos  jucund^miP  re^ 
wijfiones  fequetnmtur :  "  You  fce  in  what  worthy  purfuits, 
^^  and  in  what  real  bufmefs  our  time  was  paifed,  which 
^<  were  fiicceeded  again  by  the  moft  agreeable  idaxations.*^ 
By  this  paragraph,  and  the  ientences  which  follow  it,  v9t 
again  perceive  the  turn  and  difpoiition  of  Tk ajan's  nHnd. 
Juftly  fevere  as  a  judge,  properly  chearful  as  a  companion; 
conftant  and  intent  to  bufinefsi;  facetious  with  dignity, 
inajeftic  with  openneis,  and  familiar  with  prudence.  Or,  as 
Pliny  elegantly  obferves  in  his  panegyric  \  principi  mjh% 
quanta  concordia  quantufque  concentus  omnium  taudumy  omnij^ 
que  glori<e  contigit  !  Nihil  feveritati  ejus  hilaritatej  nihil  ffra^ 
vitati  JimpUcitate^  nihil  majejiati  humanitate^  detrahitur  :  ^^  In 
^^  our  prince,  what  an  harmonious  aflemblage  of  every  kind 
^'  of  praife,  and  glory  is  united  ?  His  chearfulnefs  never 
^'  deprives  him  of  his  judicial  dignity :  his  gravity  is  no^ 
^*  loft  in  hb  artlefs  behaviour  :  nor  does  his  humanity  der 
^^  predate  his  majefty,'' 

Su^MUd  jdie  aheuntibu$  nobis  (tarn  diligens  in  Cjesake  hu- 
manitas)  xenia  funt  mijfa  :  '^  At  our  dq>arture,  (fo  very 
"  obferyant  was  the  generofity  of  C^sar,)  we  all  received 
f *  prefents/-     The  xenia  were  prefents  madie  to  departing 

*  The  Romans,  who  were  in  Britain,  and  who  had  defeated 
BoADicEA,  and  her  ijnaayt  bydwhich  conquefi  they  totally  fut^ 
^aed  the  Britons.  ^  C^p.  iy«  ' 


B  O  O  K     VL  t7 

^c^.  They  were  ijne  laA  itd^ns  of  hoT^oiblis  fiff^m. 
Ti^s  fifiM^ul^  kind  jof  libocilij^  was  ptra^iiied  j,n  the  ear- 
lieft  ;tge;s.  JkrAham  earn  all  fha^  he  had  [iiia  ppi}iffion3  in 
iai;4»  ^lyl  jthe  chief  mhftance  of  bis  /ichesj  4^4^  Jsaac  \ 
t^t  tmtf  tig  fins  of  the  jfAUCubi^p  which  Am  ah  am  hai^ 
Ab&aham  gave  &fth  ondjent  khem  axuay  \  Ag^«eab|e  to 
the  eaftern  magnincence,  Ahasuerus  made  a  great  feaji^ 
end  he  made  a  reUafi  tP  the  provinces^  and  gave  ^fih  accord-- 
ing  to  the  Jlati  of  the  king  \  Ho.MfR  Ptten  ;9ienttons  this 
generous  cuftocQ*  When.  Uj^-y ssjES  d^jwtcd  from  A1.CI* 
NOUS  towards //^i?^^. 

Of  AJ5tpT«'s  *^  train, 
Three  chofen  flii^W^.attpad  him  to  iixt  oiain : 
Thisjdoesitv^caiWJ  white  y  ' 

A  various  oa^cet  that  of  riqbirflay  **.  ,- 

When  Telemachus*  leaves  the  court  of  Menelaus, 
be  is  loaded  with  prefcnlss  *.  And  we&id  m^n^ou.  fome 
pathetical  Uhe$»  in  Hfrhioh  .£n^A6  and  bis  train  aoe  moA 
bountifully  fupplied  w^^ifts,  by,  He^^sktu^s  and  Andro« 
mach]^  ^^  .  Such  w^(£|  ^the  ;^«^  ^  x>f  the  ^andents. .  The 
niodems  Jiave  not  only  ojip^iitie^  but  xeyede^,  tW  cuftom.  ^ 
By  die  eRablifhed  Tiftj^  of  .our^^-andii^tiont.  sdl'ileparting 
gueib  ar^  obUged  to  Imejpreij^ts,  ^nd  to  purchafe  at  an 
cxceSSiY^.dcar  nx&y  ther^JitertamnQient  spA  attendance,,  joyhich 
they  receive  in  the  houfes  of  their  jpnoft  intu^t^  andaf- 
i|e6lionate  friends. 

yUla  pukherrima  xingitur  mrtdiffinus  agrh  :  **  This 
**  chamiihg  villa  is  furrounded  by  delightful  fields."  The 
villa  Centumcella  flood  upon  the  fame  fpot,  where  Civita 
Vicchia  is  now  place4.  Imminet  litori^  cujus  in  fmu  qtuim 
maximus  fortus,  velut  ampbitheatrum  ^  :    *^  It  is  prominent 

*  Genets,  ch.  xxv.  j^.  $.  >  Ellhcr,  di,  ii.  f,  18. 

«  The  wife  of  Alcinous.  *  Pope's  OdyiL  B.  13.  f.  Bt. 

«  Odyff.  B.  15.  '  iEneid.  Lib.  3. 

<  In  the  14th  epifUe  of  book  the  fifth,  Plinv  has  this  expref- 
fion,  xemisfemper  ahftinui.  The  xema  there  fignify  fees  or  pre- 
fents  from  clients  to  their  lawyers. 

*  I  have  here  followed  the  edition  of  Pliny,  bv  Cellarius, 
as  it  is  agreeable  to  the  defcription  of  this  harbour  by  Rvtilius. 
The  rea(SQg  ia  the  edition,  by  Longolivs^  runs  thus,  imminet 
ttori,  dfjui  in  firm  ft  cum  maxime  portus^ 

F  4  "  over 
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otrci*  the  fhore,  in  whofe  tay  may  be  fecn  a  very  noble 
**  porti ;  rcfcniMing  an  amphithbatre."  The  portus  Tra- 
jani  is  to  be  feen  in  all  the  'old^  maps ;  a  commodious  har- 
■bour  lipoh  the  fliore  of  Tufcany:  It  is  defcribed  in  the  itine- 
rary of  RuTiLius  %  and  the  defcription  correfponds  very 
fxa£Uy  with  this  epiftle;    The  lines  are  thefe : 

JdCektumceUasfortideJUximusau/iroj 

TranqiiiM  puppes  injiationefedent. 
^  Motibus' aquoreum  concluiUtur  arnphiiheatrum^ 

Anguftofque  aditus  infulafaSla  tegiu 
jfttoUit  gemnas  turres^ .  bifidoque  m^atu 

Fauci bijis  ariiatis  pandit  utrumque  latus. 
Nee  piifuij/i  fitis  hxo  navalia  portu^ 

Nie  vaga  veltutas  ventilet  aura  raief  : 
f titer  tor  medlas  Jinus  invitatus  in  ades 

In/iabikmfixis  ae^a  nejcit  aquis* 

■  ^  To  Centumceike  WiBi  the  wind  we  fteer, 
'  •*  The  Clipping  finds  a  friendly  harbour  there  : 
:  ^*  Thp  waves  an  amphitheatre  diiplay, 

*'  And  a  formed  ifl^d  hides  the  narrow  way. 

^'  Xwo  iiow^rs  fuife,  two  difP'rent  chafms  aividej^ 

^*  Afibiding  each  a  path  oil  either  fide  : 

*'  'TIS  not  enou^,  riiat  docks  are  there  iaffign*d, 
.  ^'  Left  the  uniafe  fhipping  feel  the  wand*ring  wind. 

^*  But  the  mild  bay  c6ndu£i;ed,  while  it  goes 

^*  Up  to  the  boufes,  as  invited,  flows, 

f *  And  midft  furrounding  waves  no  breeze  annoying 
f*  knows/' 

*  Claudius  Numa^itianus  Gallus  Rutilius  lived  in  the 
i>eginning  of  the  fifth  century.  He  was  a  man  of  great  learning, 
and  of  confiderabie  llation  in  Rome,  He  compofed  an  itinerary  in 
verfe,  confiding  of  two  books,  one  of  which  only  remains  en- 
tiiC;  part  of  the  fecond  is  loft. 
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EPISTLE    XXXn. 

•      .  •     .    •  _       • 

Pliny  to  Q^u  i  n  t  i  l  i  a  n  K 

\ 

ALTHOUGH  you  have  ever  been  extremdy 
prudent  in  your  defires,  and  although  you  have 
brought  up  your  daughter  fin  the  fame  manner;  a 
manner,  whicn  became  your  4^u^ter,  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  TuTiLius :  yet  when  fhe  is  to  be  jnar- 
ried  to  fo  very  confiderable  a  itnan  as  Nonius  Celer^ 
•whofe  ftadon,  by  his  employments  in  liie  ftate,*  makes 
fome  degree  of  fpiendor  necetfaiy^.lhe  ought  to  be  fet 
out  in  her  cloaths  and  equipage,  (circumftances, 
ivhich  cannot  encreafe,  but  ftill  muft  adorn  her  dig- 
nity) in  a  manner  anfwerable  to  the  fituation  of 
iter  hulband.  I  know  your  mind  is  rich  ;  ^  your  re- 
venues, I  know,  are  moderate.  Let  me  therefore 
take  part  of  your  burden  upon  myfelf,  and>  as  ano- 
ther jparent,  confer  upon  our  child  the  gift  of  fi% 
thouland  fefterces  ''.  I  would  contribute  a  larger iiim, 
if  I  was  not  confident  you  would,  ffom  an  exceis  of 
Uiodefty,  refvifc  pie^  and  tjhat  the  only  method  tp  pre- 
vail on  you  to  accept  of  it,  is  by  offering  fo  fmall  a 
pj-efent.    Adieu. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Among  the  generous  a£lions  of  Pl' IN  Y,  his  preibitto  the 
daughter  of  Qujntilian,  who  bad  been  his  tutor,  is  al- 
i¥ays  mentioned,  as  an  inftancc^  that  deferves  the  hi^eft 
honour  and  applaufe.  But  the  editors  of  Pliny  have  all 
miftaken  the  perfon,  to  whom  the  fifty  thouiand  fefterixs 
were  prefeiited.    Quintilian  was  rich,  and  in  no  necef- 

*  In  all  the  editions  of  Pliny,  die  tide  to  the  epifde  runs  thus* 
C.  PLiNiui  QvitiTiLiANoyi(0  S.    Sce  the  obfervadons. 

^  ^inquapnta  mllia  numtmrn^  fifty  thouGind  fefteFces>  are  equal 
IP  403/.  12/.  11^. 

fity 
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flty  of  receiving  fuch  a  donation  from  his  pupil.  His  riches 
are  particularly  mentioned  by  Juvenal.  The  fatyrift,  ar- 
raigning the  luxury  of  the  Romans,  obfcryes,  that  however 
expenfive  they  vmic  in  other  particulars,  they  were  frugal 
and  penurious  in  the  education  of  their  children^  whofe 
tutors  were  obliged  to  accept  jcrf'  the  fmaHeft  felaries  ;  and 
yet,  fays  he,  Quintilian  has  an  eftate.  But  he  is  an 
^aut^^ismy  ^aipoyple  of  gflo^  fortime  \ 

tpom  QyiNTj{i.|A*i's.  own  words,  we  find  it  impolRble, 
that  this  letter  upiild  t>e  written  to  turn,  ^e  h^d  jpnly  twp 
i^as:  diey  both  died  in  tiieir  childhood^  the  youngeft  at 
fireyem  <)M,  the  eMeft  in  the  tenth  vear  of  his  ag^  after 
aniSnefirdf  dght  m^tnAiMt  wlxichiie  (upported,  adds'QuiN- 
^jiLlAJsr,  with  anottiiu;  Sor&oade^  Tlie  orator  then  com- 
|)lai0(Sf  tp  jbca  ^endf  l^^Tomif^  *,  i»  whom  he  addrellbs 
this  mdv^oly  hUipry  ^f  liis  £jmpul}r,  l{^^  h^  mvA  leave  hi3 
fjartvmc,  i^xd  hi$  wxitings,  j^hc  fonts  of  ^  very  long  an^ 
jpainful  Ufc^t  to  ftran|ppr$*  A»  he  mentions^  toVicTORiuiSy 
Jji^tieajh  of, his  y/ifc  and  his  two  fons,  he  would  certainly 
not  ^kxvt  dmitted  the  cbnfoilation  in  having  a  daughter,  qr 
-die  H^oKtme  pf  loiing  her,  if  any  itich  perfon  had  isver 
cxiftcd*  ' 

Thfts  fftdbrvadws  J^are  been  taken  from  Monfieur  L'Ali^ 
^^EjaarKy  who  tm /flopfl^tiy  tr^nflaM  QyiKTiLiAJff'B 
ivfix^^uiiim.^  01  j>rat9r  into  Fnnch.  The  Abb^  goes  ftiU  £uv 
•therJiQ.j^sJurmifea,  a«dim3g^n(»  this  letter  to  have  bee^ 
written  fo  t^uiNTiANtJis,,  whofe  death  PtiNy  laments  ip 
thd  mnft  epiftle  of  ^he  ninth  book*  A  note  of  Cata^ 
vxm  upm  that  epifile^  in  (bme  fneafure,-  fupports  the  (iip- 
poGtion.  The  words  of  that  fcholiaft  are,  Afrani05 
QyiNTiANUS  ccnfcius  Pifoniana  conjurationis^  quanquam 
apud  T  ACixvH  ,corrupti  "Uj^afur  Qui  NT  ill  anus:  "  A- 
•*  FRANius  QuiNTiANUS  was  Concerned  in  thePlfman 
^^  ffH^^gfXf^j  ialtl^Qi^  4>y  a  cortupt  reading  of  Tapitj/s, 
«*  he;  isi?^fd  :QiJiw!Tjr  WA^Vs/'  If  the  word  QyuMTiLiV 
AiWf  ^Vopaf^M^edliM:  (^m%lAi»V9  ixx  the  editions  of 


•.§^r;VII.  f.  i«^.. tlie  lines ai^-thrfe, 

Has^tirfumpluifefim^^  QU^ntim^HP* 
Vi  multumy  duofujicimt :  res  nulla  mnoris 
Confiahatpatrif  quofnJiUus.     Unde  igitutiet . 
QyiNTiLiANvs  bMht/altusP  Exemjpia  nnvarum 
J^atorum  tranji, 
^  Vide  Lib.  6,  de  oratoria  inJHtutUne,  ^ 

^  Tacitusi 

I 
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TAeilPtfjj  Ae  {^mfi  corrupthn  trmy  very  poffiMy  hare  liap^ 
pfnkcd  in  the  editions  of  Pliny* 


EPISTLE    XXXni. 
Pliny  fo  VoconiusRomanus. 


J 


TVATj  fays  Vulcabt,  ceafe  your  works  begun. 
Whether  you  are  at  preient  engaged  in  writii^, 
prxcading,  command  ail  od^  compofidons  to  x 
taken  away^andremoved  out  p^your  fig^t;  andxeceive 
my,  oration,  divine  as  tbe.^i^  made  by  Vuixan. 
Could  I  have  foared  higher  I  In  tnuh,  it  is  exceilent, 
even  when  compared  with  my-  fontner  ipeeches.  For 
I^  Am  at  liiserty  to  vie  ^ith- rn^If. 

I'his  Ipecch  is  in  favour  or  AcciA  Variola,  and 
b  high^  diftinguifhed,  on  account  of  the  dignity  of 
tlie  perfon,  the  fipgukrity  of  die  caufe,  and  the  im« 
l^bctance  cf  the  judgement.  This  lady,  of  noble  birth, 
tmairied  to  a  man  of  the  praetorian  order)  being  dif^ 
inherited  by  her  fadiy^,  in  eleven  days  after  he  had 
gjhneo  her  a  ilep-motdier,  whom,  in  the  folly  of  love, 
M^jiadefpoufed,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  hisage,  now 
(ti«d  for  her  father's  efiedb,  before  the  antumviri. 
Chie  hnndred  and  eighty  judges  &x  on  the  trial ;  for 
fbl^^ny  are  appoii:^  {or  theie  four  courts^  thert 
Wifate  many  advocates  on  both  fii^ ;  even  the  feats  of 
ijie  ^hrnyers  were  crowded,  befides  a  very  numerous 
^md  coi^fed  cirde  of  people,  furroundii^  the  whok 
court,  :sdthou|^  it  is  fb  ipacious.  The  tnbunal  itfdf 
was  tlifonged.  Men  and  women  were  leaning  over 
che  galleiies,  as  it  was  eafy  to  fee  what  pafied,  thou^ 
it  was  difficult  to  hear  from  that  hig^  part  of  the 
court.  Great  was  the  expe(9:ation,  not  only  of  fa^ 
thers  and  dau^iters,  but  alio  of  ilep-mothers.  Va« 
fiety  of  events  enfued.  For  in  two  of  the  cwrts  we 
prevailed,  in  the  other  two  we  were  caft. 

Such  an  affair  is  extremely  amazing  and  remark^! 
jbje,    That  fp  great  4  diverfity  of  JudgementsJftiould 

happen^ 
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hap^,  by  chance,  in  the  fame  caufe,  tried  befotie 
the  lame  judges,  pleaded  by  the  fame  advocates,  and 
at  one  and  the  fame  time.  But  this  cannot  appear 
the  efFeft  of  chance.     . 

The.  ftep-n>other  was  c^.  A  fixth  part  of  her 
hiifband's  efFefts  had  been  deviled  to  her  by  his  will. 
SuBERiNus  was  caft.  He  had  been  dilinherited  by  his 
father;  and  by  a  lingular  piece  of  impudence,  al- 
though he"  dared; riot  to  claim  his  own  fathier's  effedts, 
had  put  in  prctenfions  to  the  effefts  of  his  father-in-law. 
.  I  have  fet  thefe  particulars  before  you,  firft,  that 
jny  letter  may  inform  you  of  what  you  will  not  find 
in  the  oration:  and  again  (for  I  will  difcover  my 
arts)  that  you  may  read  the  Ipeechwith  more  atten- 
ticMi ;  although  perhaps  you  will  feem  rather  to  be 
prefcnt  at  the  very  trial  itfelf,  than  only  to  read  an 
account  of  it :  nor  fhall  I  defpair,  that  this  oration, 
jalthough  long,  fhall  procure  your  favour,  as  much  as 
if  it  were  Ihorter.  For,  it  is  often  made  to  appear 
hew  by  the  great  variety  of  fa6ts,  and  the  nice  diranc- 
jtion  01  them,  by  fev^ral  littlQ  digreffions,  and  by  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  eloquence.  Many  parts  of  it  (I  mould 
not  dare  to  advance  the  aflertion  but  only  to  yourfelf ) 
^re  fublime ;  many  are  controverfial  •,  many  very  art- 
ful. For,  in  the  midlt  of  the  moft  contentious,  and 
elevated  parts  of:  my  pleadirg,  I  was  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  making  up  accounts,  and  almoft  of  calling  for 
a  table,  and  counters,  for  diat  particular  purpofe.  So 
that  of  a  fudden,  the  cehtumviral  tribunal  was  tum^* 
•cd  into  the  form  of  a  private  counting-houfe  *.  I 
gave  wipgs  to  my  indignation,  to  my  fury,  and  to 
my  grief :  and  in  fo  extended  a  caufe,  I  was  borne 
•away,  as  it  were,  through  a  vaft  fea,  by  a  multipli- 
city of  winds.  In  a  word,  Ibnie  of  my  intiniate  com- 
panions are  pleafed  to  think  (Lmuft  again  advance  it) 

.  *  Where  domedic  accounts  were  fettled  by  counters,  {calculi^ 
little  flint  Hones]  between  the  matter  of  a  private  family,  and  his 
Heward. 

that; 
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that  this  is  the  bcft  oration  I  ever  made,  and  as  much 
excels  all  the  reft,  as  the  fpecch  forCTEsiPHO  is  fu- 
perior  to  all  the  ojther  works  of  Demosthenes.  Whe- 
ther their  opinion  is  right,  you  will  eafily  determine, 
who  {o  well  remember  all  my  other  Ipeeches,  that 
you  can  by  memory  compare  them  with  this  oration, 
while  you  are  reading  it.     Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  queftion  afkcd  by  Pliny,  Num  fuperbius  potui  ? 
*•  Could  I  have  difplayed  more  oftentation  ?"  may  be  very 
eafily  anfwered.  It  is  impofEble  to  rife  higher  in  pride, 
and  felf-praife.  Pliny  fpeaks  of  this  oration  in  the  fecond 
epiftle  of  the  lirft  book  :  but  no  remains  of  it  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  poftcrity.  And  thofe  particulars,  which  are 
hinted  at  in  this  letter,  are  not  eafily  to  be  refolved.  The 
defcription  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  of  the  vaft  crowds 
attending  fo  extraordinary  a  caufe,  give  us  a  fine  idea  of 
the  fplendor  and  populoufnefs  of  Rome, 

Ingens  utrimque  aduocatioy  et  numerofa  fuhfellia :  *'  The 
**  lawyers  on  both  fides  were  very  numerous,  and  the 
*•  benches,  on  which  they  fat,  were  vtfty  much  crowded.". 
RosiKus  explains  xht  fuhfellia  agreeable  to  this  interpreta- 
tion. He  fays,  they  were  not  only  tjie  feats  of  the  judges, 
but  the  benches,  on  which  the  lav^yers  fat,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  caufe  *.  In  a  preceding  fentence  Pliny  tells 
us,  the  judges,  one  hundred  and  eighty  in  number,  were 
ieated  ^  He  then  immediately  proceeds  to  t\it  fuhfellia  ap- 
pointed for  the  advocates,  who  were  to  plead  on  the  fide  of 
the  plaintiff,  or  the  defendant,  and  were  engaged  either  by 
AcciA  Variola,  or  by  her  mother-in-law. 

Ad  hoc  Jiipaium  tribumL  The  tribunal,  in  the  middle  of 
which  was  placed  the  praetor's  chair,'  is  defcribed  as  a. 
large  elevated  feat,  or  pavilion,  iii  the  fhape  of  a  half  moon : 
the  two  extremities  were  called  comua.  Thus  Tacitus  fpeak- 

*  SuBS£Li.iA  autem  Sedilia  erant^  in  quHus  ii  judiceSf  qui  mm- 
gifiratum  curulem  non  getehant^  confidehant^  st  caufas  cognofcehant : 
quales  fuerunt  trihuni  plehisy  qtueftores^  triumviri^  ^ediles  plehis,  et 
qui  cum  curulihus  magifiratibus  judicahant^  ceutumviri,  ^sn  etiam. 
iiy  qui  caufas  agebant,  Ji*ve  defenderent^  Ji'ue  accufareftt^  in  fubfelliis 
confidebant, 

^  Sedibant  judiceSf  centum  et  o^oginta, 

-  ing 


£ 
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ing  of  Tiberius,  fays.  Nee  patrum  e^gnitimbus  fatiafus^  • 
ju£cii$  adfidibat  in  eomu  trihunalis,  ne  prsgtorem  euruli  di- 
pilleret  * ;  *'  Not  content  with  affifting  in  the  fenate,  he 
**  conflandy  attended  the  courts  of  juAice,  fitting  in  one 
*'  corner  of  the  tribunal,  that  he  mignt  not  drive  the  prstol* 
•*  out  of  the  curule  chair."  Vithuvius  gives  us  the  ex- 
aft  fize  and  form  of  a  tribunal  in  the  palace  of  AtxGudTOs. 
tribunal  eji  in  ea  ade  hemieyclio  fibematis  miosis  eurvaturM 
'  formatum  :  ejus  autem  hemieyclii  in  f route  ejl  intervallum  pedes 
quadraginta  fex^  introrfum  curvatura  pedes  qmndecim^  uti  qui 
eipud  magijlratus  Jiarenty  negatiantes  inBaJilica  mn  impedirent^ 
fuod  ipfa  affignatiene  auguftijfimum  videtur,  et  in  arcus  for" 
mamj  quajemcircuh  minor  ejlj  cum  ad  diametrum  mm  pertin* 

idj  rsda^umK  By  this  defcription,  the  fpace,  to  contain 
iidi  pelrfons,  who  were  in  conftant  attendance  upon  the 
praetor,  or  were  called  near  him  upon  bufinels,  was  fifteen 
feet  in  the  depth,  and  forty  fix  fe^  in  the  front  of  the  curve : 
and  this  fyAici&  we  find  was  amply  filled  at  the  trial  between 
Variola,  and  her  ftep^mothen 

Duobus  confiliis  vidmusj  totidem  viHi  fwnus :  *^  We  car* 
^^  ried  our  point,  by  the  opinion  of  two  courts,  and,  in  our 
<*  turn,  we  were  cafl  by  the  fame  number/'  If  this  obfcurc 
fentence  is  to  be  confbrued  literally,  that  the  advocates  for 
Variola  |)revailed  twice,  and  were  twice  defeated,  the 
confequence  would  be,  that  there  was  no  decifion :  but 
the  domination  of  the  fuit  b  pointed  out  by  Plik  y  him- 
ielf,  Vfho  ^Us  us,  Tii^a  ejinvoerca^  villus  Suberinvs.^  It 
is  very  difficoit  to  explain  this  part  of  the  epifUe.  The  ex- 
preffion  mary  poffiUy  fignify,  that  ^^  many  points  were  in- 
^  fified  upon  in  bd^  of  Accxa  Variola,  fame  of  which 
**  were  granted,  and  othm^  denied :  quod  non  cafus  videretur^ 
*^  which  did  not  appear  to  me^  fays  Pliny,  the  effedl  of 
*^  chance,  bat  of  partiaKty/' 

The  cafe  of  SuberiAus  feems  very  extraordinary.  Un- 
der what  pretence,  or  by  what  law  could  he  hy  claim  to  the 
efbte  of  his  mother's  fecond  hufband  ?  We  can  only  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  old  man,  in  the  doating  fondnefs  of  his  new 
wife,  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  fign  fome  deed  in  favour 
of  her  fon,  bv  iH^iich  he  difinherited  his  own  daughter  : 
a  lady,  who  oy  this  epifUe,  and  by  the  fecond  epifUe  of 
die  fim  book,  appears  to  have  been  of  moft  diftinguiflied 
worth  and  digni^. 

iTaciti  AnnaU  Lib.  i«  cap.  7c.  ^  Vitrvvii  Lib.  <;.  cap.i. 

EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE     XXXIV. 

Pliny  to  Maximus. 

YO  U  aiSted  right  in  promifing  an  entertainment 
of  gladiators  to  my  clients  the  Veronenfes :  they 
have  long  loved,  admired,  and  honoured  you  :  your 
wife,  whofe  perfon  was  fo  dear,  and  whole  condudl 
was  fo  engaging  to  you,  was  a  native  of  that  country : 
and  to  her  memory,  fome  public  work,  or  ipedbacle, 
was  owing ;  elpecially  one  of  this  kind,  as  it  is  moft 
proper  for  a  funeral.  Befides,  fince  the  requeft  was 
made  to  you  by  fuch  a  general  voice,  your  refiifal 
muft  have  appeared  rather  ill-natured,  than  deliberate. 
It  is  much  to  your  honour  to  have  granted  it  in  fo 
eafy,  and  fo  generous  a  manner.  For,  by  thefe  in- 
ftances,  the  magnificence  of  your  mind  is  made  evi- 
dent. I  wifhy  that  the  panthers  from  Africa^  of 
which  you  bought  fuch  great  numbers,  had  arrived 
exadly  on  the  day  appointed  :  but  although  they 
were  detained  by  ten^>eft5,,  your  merit  is  ftill  the 
&mei:aiid  as  fuch,  it  ought  to  be  acknowledged; 
fince  it*:  did  not  depend  upon  you,  that  the  entertain- 
ment was  not  exhibited  in  the  fiilleft  manner.  Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Itht  mmura  ghdiatma  were  dven  to  die  people  upon  va« 
iiQU9  <iOBMfy>IX8.  ]Shit  partictilany,  as  Pliny*  obferves^  in 
lK>ttour  of  idle  d^^  Thcrfiifi  efitmainment  of  that  fort  in 
Jhkt  w»  ezUbitlkd^by  M*  and  D.  Bfttrrus,  to^  die  memory 
c^^irAAeri'^.  This  barbarous  cuftom  afterwifdd  became 
nlQ^eiiiAidiaUe'afldihiqiiehti  bitt  continued  in  honour  of 
mat.  only,  till*  Jcftivs  Cjbsar,  yAio  never  omitted  any 
c|ipairtumhr  cf  enCertainiog  the  p6{>ulace,  eave  a  public 
ccmhU  irradiators,  sittemcd  with  a  moft  magnificent 
foft,  upcMi-  die  idesuth.  of  fais  daughter  Julia.  This  was  the 
firft  time,  according  to  Suetonius  •,  that  thofe  obfequies 

•  yide^uiTOKii  Juiiivic  CiBi ak.  cap.  26. 

•   -•'  =  .        .   '        -  •  -  were 
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vrete  performed  to  the  memory  of  any  woman.  T^e  con^ 
memoration  of  the  fair  fex  is  very  improperly  celebrated  by 
ceremonies  of  inhumani^.  Death  and  wounds  are  the  efH; 
figns  of  Mabs,  biit;iot  of  Venus.  The  funeral  rite*  ia~ 
ViaGiL  are  particularfy  delicate,  and  fhew'in  what  *  judi- 
cious manner  he  varies  from  his  great  ongiiul.  The  Tro- 
jan prifoners  are  barbaroufly  lacrificed  to  the  ghoft  of  Pa-  . 
TSOCLUS  :  games  and  rewards  arc  ploufly  devoted  to  Ait-/ 
CHiSBi.  In  this  inftance  we  Teem  to  have  a  tacit  intimatiooj 
that  ViKGiL  dilapproved  of  thefe  fanguinary  a£ls  of  devo^ 
tion,  which,  in  truth,  were  acctrding  to  the  ahamnatians  ^ 
the  htathtn.,  from  whence  they  derived  their  original.  They 
were  piaffed  in  the  time  of  Pliny  %  as  appears  from  this 
epifilc,' where  we  find,  that  the  VtrtMmfis  had  applied  to.' 
Mazimus,  for  public  {hews  in  honour  of  his  wife,  whom  - 
he  had  tenderly  loTed>  and  ^o  was  a  native  of  Verma. 

*  The  emperor  CoNSTAMTiNua,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  was 
the  firfl>  who  forbad  the  combat  of  gladiator*  upon  any  ai 


The  End  of  the  Sixth  Book. 
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■ 'S   -^    BOO  K    VII.* 

;\..S'4:  'ep-i  ST  l  e  I. 

Pliny  /oDucennius  Geminus. 


J  AM  'banned  at  your  obftinate  illnds  i 
p^  at^  although  I  have  known  you  to  have 

e_^  ^  been  moft  remarkably  temperate,  yet  I 
J  fear,  your  lufferings  may  break  in  upon 
^<o.*=-^l  your  philofophy.  Let  me  therefore  en- 
treat you,  to  bear  your  difeafe  with  pati- 
ence. This  remedy,  which  I  thus  prefcribe,  human 
nature  icfelf  allows  to  be  both  laudable  and  falutifer- 
ous.  Certainly,  this  is  the  advice,  which,  whtlft:  I 
am  in  health,  1  inculcate  to  my  fomily  :  and  Ihould  X 
fell  ill,  I  flatter  myfelf,  my  conftancr  would  be  fuch, 
as  fliould  not  be  followed  either  by  mame,  or  repent- 
ance. But  if  my  illnefs  ftiould  conquer  my  refolution. 
Vol.  II.  G  in 
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in  fuch  a  cale  my  pi^vc  ordcw  »rc  diefc,.  ^»  Give  j/K-  ^^ 
"  notbinr  t^beiit  tbepermffienjaj.'^  fh^da^  -  ""^  f 
*<  he  affwredf  the^  fi3oiddyeiipre^ef{^acm^!>i^i,i 
•*■  Jflim  he  as  tborougblj  provokedl  as  others  are  at,  tf  ,^ 
"  denial**  ■'    ' 

I  remember  particularly,  when  I  had  languilhed  '^ 
fome  time, under  the  intolerable  tieat  of  a  violent^' 
fever,  »Dd  was  at  length  fo.far  recovered,   astolio^ 
anointed,  my  phyfician  offered  to  me  a  large  draught  ij^ 
I  held  out  my  hand,  defiring  him  to  feel  my  pulftj;'! 
atuiwhgn  I  perc?ived  him  not  perfetftly  fatisfied,  I  re-  ' 
turoccl  tiie  cup,,  although  dole  to  my  lips,  untafted;";" 
Aftcrwiids,  upon  the  twentietji  day  of  my  recovery^' 
tfhen  tjie  badi  was  preparing  for  me,  I  pcrceived'my 
phyfidaosa^-of  a  fuddcn  whilbering  together :    I.de-. 
ured  »  know  the  reafon.     They  anfwered,   "  That 
'•  it  was  poffible  I  mig^t  bathe  fefely,  but  however 
**  they  "were  not  -without  their  dbubts."    I  immedi- 
ately replied,  "  Under  what  neceflity  then  am  I  to 
•*  bathe  ?"    Thus,  when  I  was  japon  the  very  brink 
of  the  bath,  and  appeared  to  myfelf  to  be  upon  the 
point  of  plun^ng,  I  at  (Mice  gave  up  the  approaching 

J)leafure,  with  perie6t  calmnefs  and  tranquility ;  re- 
igning myfelf  to  abftinence,  with  a  eompqiurp  of 
mind  and  countenance,  exactly  the  lame,  as  if  I  had 
bathed. 

I  have  written  to  .you  this  account,  firft,  that  my 
example  may  admbiuth  you,  and  then  again,  that  I 
myfelf,  for  the  future,  may  be  tied  down  to  the  fame 
rules  of  temperance,  to  which  I  have  obhged  myfelf, 
by  bond  as  it  were,  in  this  letter.     Farswell. 

OBSERVATION'S. 

The  fcholialb  differ  in  the  name  of  the  peribn,  to  whom 
tbis  cpiftle  is  addrefled.  It  is'foihetiines'printcd'GEMiNVs, 
uid .  fometimei  Gemimius.  Tbcy mention  an  old  maau- 
fi:ript,  in  which  the  epiflle  appears  written  to  Re  jti tutus. 
I'faere  is  no  reafgn  given  fiar  thele  variations,  nor  any  at- 
tempt 
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Umff^  ctiaAt  towufcls  difcovod^g  the  fiumly,  thzsa&arj  or  fia* 
tian  of  die  three  peribns  named.  We  have  only  xme  ^fX* 
^  from  Pliny  to  Rkstitutus  j  the  feventeenth  of  th^  v 

fixth'  book :  nor  are  there  any.circumftances  in  it,  by  which 
we  may  conclude  this  letter  written  to  the  iame  perTon. 
There  are  no  traces,  I  believe,  of  GemiNius.  We  €n4 
yisa>ivs  G&MINUS  mentioned  by  Tacitus  %  ^  aa' 
tffioer  of  very  ^eat  .experience  in  war.  *He  queUed  a  dan« 
ceroid  infmrredion  in  Pmtusy  raifed  i^y  Anicetus  ^againjft 
Vespasian  J  and  by  that  con^ueft  was  one  of  the  chief 
means,  to  fettle  Vespasian  in  the  empire.  But  it  is  moft 
probable,  that  this  letter  is  written  to  Ducen^ius  Gemi'* 
Nus,  who  was  one  of  the  confides  fuffe£ii  in  the  fourth  year 
of  NjERO  :  At  leaft  in  all  Pliny  s  epiftles  to  Geminus, 
which  are  ihc  in  number,  there  is  not  theleaft  hint,  by  which 
Hve  may  apprehend  him  to  •be  an:  officer. 

Tl>e  cohfidis  fuffeSi  were  fuch^  who.came  into  the  place 
of  the  confuls  onginally  ele£ted«  All  deeds  were  dated  by 
the  names  of  the  firft  confuls ;  but  they  were  frequently  dil« 
:  placed  either  by  rdignation,  depofition,  or  death  ;  ana  the 
two  officers,  who  were  chofen  to  fucc^  them,  were  callea 
€9nfules  fiiffeiiu  Thus  on  the  firft  of  July,  in  the  eight  hun* 
/dred  and  ninth  year  of  Rormy  Ducennius  Geminus  and 
PoMPEius  Paulinus  Were  appointed  confuls,  in  the 
place  of  Nero  Claudius  Cjesar,  and  L.  Calpurnivs 
Piso. 

^■_    «^Hiftori^rum  Taciti,  lib.  ^«  cap.  48. 

^  He  had  been  a  idave,  atrd  afterwards  a  freedman  to  Polemon 

,  il.  the  iaft  king  of  PoNTus^and  -taking  advantage  of  the^ivjl 

;  .'vnuEs  between  Vitbllius  and  Y.e9pa8ian>  endeavoured  by  tly 

•  J^cce  of  arms,  40  refcue  his  coantry  from  being  a  province  49 

^ome,  ajid  to  reftore  it  again  to  a  kingdom. 

EPISTLE    II. 
Pliny  to  F  a  b  i  u  s  Justus. 

AT  the  feme  titne  that  you  tell  iae>  you  defire  to 
fee  my  writings  (the,  penilal  of  whach  the  tnoft 
idle  pec^le  have  found  to  take  up  much  of  their  lei- 
-fixre)  you  likcwviie  jalfirip,  tbdt  you  are  hindered,  by  fi 
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multiplicity  of  bufinefs.  How  Can  fuch  contradidi- 
i)ns  agree  ?  I  will  therefore  let  the  fummer  pafs :  your 
continual  employftients,  at  that  feafon,  leave  you  fel- 
dom  at  reft  •,  and  next  winter,  when  it  is  probiablc 
your  nights  may  be  free  to  yourfelf,  I  will  fearch, 
among  my  trifling  performances,  for  fuch,  as  may  be 
moft  proper  for  your  perufal.  In  the  mean  time,,  it 
is  fumcient.  If  my  letters  are  not  troublefome  ;  but 
they  are,  and  therefore  they  (hall  be  ihort.     Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine,  what  were  the  occupations^ 
which  employed  Fabius  Justus  in  the  fummer  feafon,  fo 
as  to  render,  his  winter  nights  the  fcenes  of  his  greater  lei- 
fure.  And  it  is  equally  difficult  to  know,  who  Justus 
was.  Two  letters  ohly  arc  extant  to  him.  The  former  ' 
is  written  upon  as  trifling,  uninterefting  a  fubjedl  as  this 
«         epiftlc. 

^  »  fiook  I.  ep.  xi. 

EPISTLE    III. 
Pliny  to  Prjesens. 

STILL  are  you  refolved  to  ftay  fometimes  in  Lur 
caniaj  fometimes  in  Campania  ?  You  anfwer  me, 
I  was  born  in  Lucania^  my  wife  in  Campania.  The 
reaibn  is  allowable  for  a  very  long,  but  not  for  a  per- 
petual abfence.  Wherefore  then  will  you  not  fome- 
times return  to  Rome  ?  the  only  place,  where  you  can 
expefl:  an  honourable  employmerit,  and  friendlhips  of 
every  kind.  How  long  will  you  reign  in  the  country  ? 
Muft  you  always  wake,  and  always  fleep  at  the  hours 
you  plcafe  ?  Arc  you  never  to  be  out  or  an  undrefs  ? 
Is  your  drefs  for  the  public  to  reniiain  lifelefs  ?  Muft 
your  whole  day  be  pafled  in  eafy  freedom  ?  It  is  high 
time  for  you  to  revifit  us  amidft  our  moleftations,  if 
there  was  no  other  reaibn,  than  that  only  your  plea* 

lures 
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lures  might  not  grow  languid  by  fatiety:  Qime,  and 
pay  yqur  court  for  a  little  while!,  that  afterwards  the 
court  paid  to  you  may  be  mote  acceptable.  Mingle 
Vith  our  croud,  that  your  folitude  may  prove  to  you 
more  deli^tful.  But  how  imprudently  am  I  adting  ? 
I  retard  the  perfon,  whom  1  would  call  forward. 
Perhaps,  by  thefe  very  reafons,  you  may  be  induced 
ftiU  more  and  more  to  indulge  yburfelf  in  retirement : 
A  retirement,  which  I  am  willing  only  to  interrupt, 
liot  utterly  to  deftroy.  For,  if  I  were  to  entertain 
you  at  fupper,  as  I  Ihould  mix  the  (harper  and  more 
tart  kinds  of  food,  with  fuch  as  were  of  a  fweeter 
taile,  that  your  appetite,  if  cloyed  and  damped  by' 
the  latter,  mi^t  be  whetted  again  by  the  former : 
lb  now  I  exhort  you,  to  feafon  with  fome  acids, 
the  fweets  of  your  moft  agreeable  fituation  of  life. 
Adieu. ' 

OBSERVATJON  S. 

This  cpiftlc  has  beauties  in  the  original,  which  cannot 
cafily  be  fuftained  in  a  tranflation.  The  ftyle  is  very  con- 
cife  ;  and  perhaps  too  much  ftudied.  Yet  the  manner  of  it 
is  delicate,  and  the  compliments  are  nicely  framed  and  put 
together. 

^oufque  regnabis  ?  "  Will  you,  fays  Pliny  to  Prje- 
**  SENS,  reign  for  ever  in  the  country  a  mighty  lord  ?  fu- 
*'  perior  to  all  around  you,  withdrawn  from  thofe,  who  are 
**  your  equals.  Will  you  never  mix  with  mankind,  but 
f  *  ftill  continue  to  ftand  at  a  diflance,:  like  fome  potent  mo* 
**'  narch,  who  governs  abfolutely,  and  lives  without  a  rival 
"near  his  throne?''  ; 

^uoufque  vigilaiisf  cum  voles  ?  dormies^  quam  diu  voles  ?. 
♦*  Muft  your  hours  be  ^ways  your  own  ?  Muft  you  >yake 
*^  when  you  pleafe,  and  fleep  as  long  as  you  plejue?  Muft 
**;  you  meet  with  no  interruptioi^  ?  Are  you  tor  be  exempt-* 
*'  ed  from  bufinefs  and  trouble  of  every  kind  ?" 

•  ^oufque  calcei  nufquam  ?  ''  Will  you  never  put  on;  your 
*•  Ihoes  ?"  From  this  fentence,  I  imagine  PRiBSEHS  to  have 
been  a  fenator.  The  Romans  had  various  kinds  of  (hoes, 
^hich  were  fo  many  mailcs  of  diftin^ioa,  for  their  feveral 
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rsnksf  T%6  eakri  kndfi  Ivfere  appFopFiated  to  fenatorg  vaA 
fetfoia  €3ll  eflsinence ;  (o* diat  Pliny,  by  this  hint,  feems  to 
by^  ^^  Are  you  never  to  come  to  the  fenate-houfe  ?"  There 
is  not  the  leaff  occafioh  for  the  word  Iwiati  to  be  introduced 
in  a  &nirrar  l^ter.  TJfie  lunati  cakei  were  (o  called  from 
the  dafps  (belonging  to  the  (hoes,)  that  were  made  in  ^ 
fltape  of  a  half  moonv  Some  authors  are  of  opinion,  thai 
this  figure  refembling  a  Rojnan  C,  fignified  txie  hundre(i^ 
intimating  the  txzGt  number  of  the  original  fenators. '  But 
perhaps  the  queftion  in  general  may  be  only  relative  to  dre&y 
and  Pliny  may  mean  no  more,  than  what  is  frequently  (aid 
among  us,  ^^  Are  you  always  to  live  in  a  night-gown  and 
««  flippers?'* 

Togaferiata  f  TTiis  interrogatory  relates  alfo  to  drefe,  and 
H  the  fame,  as  if  PlinI^  had  faid,  '*  Are  you  never  to  returA 
*'  to  RjomB  r*  The  feveral  kinds  of  the  Roman  toga^yrtn 
different.  The  fize  of  the  gown  was  according  to  thd 
riches  of  the  perfon^  v^ho  wpre  it.  The  mcA  wfeilthy  Rb^ 
rnans  had  gowns  of  the  largeft  and  of  the  fineft  ifort.  In  al« 
iufion  to  which,  Horacb  fays. 

Toga  quit  defendere  frigui^ 
gamuts  crajfa^  queat  **. 

And  cioaths,  tbo'  coarfe,  to  keq)  me  from  the  cold  ^    : 


PkiB^ENff  lived  conftantly  either  in  Campania^  or  Lft,k 
fonia^  he  had  no  occafton  for  any  habit  of  parade.  But  at 
fbmey  no  man  aiq)e»ed  in  public  without  the  toga^  whidh 
was  dierefore  called,  vtJUs  fortnfts^  a  habit  fit  to  appear  m^ 
amd  adapted  for  the^rtt^k 

L}her  ttftus  dies  f  oit  za  fome  fchollafts  determine,  lihif 
fhtos  dies  f  In  each  of  the^  readings  the  words  will  bear  two 
different  iiiterpretationSf  <  They  refer  eithqr  to  freedom,  or 
books;  and  may  be  rendered,  ^^  Is  your  book  to  em{doy 
^*  your  whole  day  V*  or,  as  feenw  moft  conformable  to  the 
ftnfe  and  turn  of  the  e^^ty  ^^  Is  your  whole  day  to  be.  a 
^  jKfene  of  umhtefriipted  liberty  ?*'  A  quotatiott.  f»orit 
'V^iit%  -lidiere  -the  wcM-d  Ulfer  is  made  ufe  of  adjeifUtFely, 

'  f  TKe  ^Wn'  #a&  the  mark  of  diftin£lion  of  the  Ramtms:koTSi 
^e  ^Hnri/-,  who  wc(te  t  m8iitte»  and  wefb  iMedfalin^ti  ;  as^  th* 
ftumMsy  froinr  thek  gowi8»:  wlurfi  fiirtUUned  to^atu 
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^  tbU  epifiIo»  msifkt^  9^  «  CAinmtal  V)  t^  S^fbg^y  Nam 
mfi^ih^  ««f  mmridj  iwt,  mAim  pkaO^  Jfm^  p^wu$% 

^'wb^  d|Q  frQe4Qin.  Qft  ckgicQ^  left  ty^  oiirfblycs,  ao4 
*^.  19W  tfivc.  i9. 90  kifpoKijiiBcnt  to.  our,  a^ng  391  we  d^e, 
*«  VQ  «^  to  divecl  OMiii^yei  aa.pl^afiiwbfy  sis  we  wi," 
,  yim  QXCf^Q  lavfi  oC  i^iremfini  aii4  «»fe,  wUc^b  from 
^hjatepiftle,  appeao^tQ  Haxe  beon  tli^  rujiag  fiiflion  of  Puje-* 
Wii3»  ei>tM:^  our  ^itfjigTily.  lo  fs^quirie.  i^to  bis  diara^r. 
Qata.k  4IUs»  in,  a  npto.  upon  tins  naio^t  gives  u$  this  infor* 
«iaftioo:   ij^BuvxiVs  ^xk^nv^  i0itaLau8mUais  po/iea 

fii^  itf  A^i^TQwiKVs.  PHu.P^ojPH.ua  iofarMr  ijm  Juiam 
QwMos^  filifji0t  qui  d^mtps  mpnmity  m^rimm^  jun^ 
Mtrii  ^ :  ^^  This.  Srutius  Prjbs^n^  was  aftenyEMr4s  of  fo 
i^  gyeat  awtborit^f,  that  tbo  emp^oc  ANxairiKus  pHiiiO* 
U  sbpHUs  m^ri^  hU  foA  CoMLMO]>y3»  wha  fuccoedcd  him 
^'  in  diQ  oa9pir<?>  ijO  the  dauber  of  Prjes^ks/*  I  appre- 
;  hfjinA  thQ  conupoitator  n  miftakea  in  his  aflortion.  It  i$ 
improbable  In.  point  of  time.  Thi^  epiAie  muft  have  beea 
written  (and  we  will  fuppofe  the  lateft  aera)  in  the  reign  of 
Trajan.  From  the  death  of  Tr aj  an  to  the  death  of  Mar- 
cus AuRELius,  furnamed  Antoninus  Philosophus  % 
is  a  fpace  of  about  fixty  four  years  *.  How  young  there- 
fore muft  Prjesens  have  been  at  the  time,  when  this  letter 
was  addrefled  to  him  ?  Certainly  too  young  to  have  renounc- 
ed the  pleafures  of  Rjanuj  for  the  tranquility  of  Lucania^ 
or  Campania.  Commodus,  the  eighteehm  emperor  of  Rome^ 
was  the  fon  of  Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus  Philo- 
sophus, by  the  famous  empreis  Faustina.  He  was 
'married  about  a  year  befoire  his  fsuher  died.  His  wife's 
l^acne  was  Crispin  A  ;  b^t  I  dare  affirm  fte.  was  not  the 
daughter  of  Pr^sens,  to  whom  this  lett^  is  addrefled. 
She  might  be  the  daughter  of  Brutius  Pr^esens^   who 

*  TxjLLi  de  fin.  t.  cap.  10.  ^  Editio  Longolii.  p.  4^1* 
^'Marcvs  AuREtiuf  aflumedtbename  of  Antoninus,  from 

Ml  £uher-in  law  and  adopter,  Antoninus  Piys.    As  be  was  as 
eminent  Stoic  pbilofc^phcr,  be  was  diftinguifW  by  tbs  furnam^  of 

JpRiLOSPttUS. 

*  Adrian  r^gned  near  twenty  ti^o  y^rs.  Antoninus  Pius 
iPeigiKd  near  twenq^  three  years.  M.  Antoninus  Philosophus 
Kilned  lui^eKeei  yeass, 

G4  was 
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WIS  conful  at  the  tiine,  vAmn  Antontkus  Philosophus 
died.  However,  Mr.  £cH  aud  tella  >  us,  I  know  not  fr^m 
\^t  authority,  that  Bintius  Vaxens,  a  m&h  >tf  c«>nli>% 
kr  dignify,  was  father  of  Crispin^a.  It  is  the  hei^t'  6f 
improbability  to  ims^ine,  that -Pliny  was  corfd^iklirigfiti' 
the  reign  of  Trajan,  widi  a  perfon,  who,  ih  the  r^igji  df- 
CoMMODUs,  enjoyed  the  confuUhip ;  or  who.  When  yoWftg,; 
Sved  by  choice  in  privacy,  and  ratitement,  and,  >wheti  otd/ 
chofe  an  employment  ot  the  greateft  dignity,  and  trouble.' 
The  commentators  oaghl-  to  be  more  carew  and  exzSt  in 
notes,  that  tend  to  fettle  hiflorical  h&Sf  and  to  fatisfyTome 
deprree  of  curiofity.  Prjeseks,  the  friend  of  our  authtxr, 
might  pof&bly  be  the  grandfather  of  Grispina  ;  but  her 
father,  or  at  leaft  her  mother,  muft  have  been  too  young  to 
be  mentioned  by  Pliny,  even  in  the  lateft  part  of  his  life^ 
CloMMODUS  was  fcarce  eighteen  vears  oM^  when  he  was 
married  y  his  wife  moft  atturedly  oore  fome  degree  of  pro- 
portion to  her  hufband's  age.  Dion  informs  us,  (he  was 
put  to  death  by  her  hufband  Com  modus,  after  having 
been  baniflied  for  adultery,  to  theiflandof  C^^^.  Com- 
MODUs  himfelf  was  guilty  of  every  vice,  that  can  be 
naxxied. 

.    *  Echard's  Roman  Hiftory,  Vol.  a.  p.  336. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    IV. 
'  Pliny  to  Pontius. 

YO  U  fay  you  have  read  my  verfes  :  and  you  rc^^ 
quire  from  mc  an  account  of  what  firft  induced 
me  to  write  verfes  ;  who  am,  as  I  appear  to  you,  a 
man  of  a  grave  dilpofition,  and  who  am,  as  I  confefs 
myfelf,  far  from  an  idler. ' 

I  was  never  avcrfe '  (for  I  will  begin  at  my  earlicft 
fcenes  of  life)  to  poetry :  ^t  fourteen  years  old  I  wrote 
a  Greek  tragedy.  You  alk,  what  kind  of  a  tragedy  i 
I  know  not ;  only  it  was  called  a  tr^edy.  Returnr 
ing  froni  the  army  foon  afterwards,  1  was  detained  by 
contrary  winds  in  the  ifland  of  Icaria ;  there  I  com- 
pofed  Latin  elegies,  upon  the  ifland .  itleif,  and  tihe 

fe^ 
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&SL  that  fiirrdunds  it;  '  I  have  femetimes  tried  heroic 
verfe  :  the  prefent  is  my  firft  attempt  in  hendecafyl- 
fid)Ies :  they  took  rife  from  this  incident ;  the  books 
of  AsiNius  Gallus,  wherein  he  draws  a  parallel  be- 
tween his  fethcr  and  Cicero,  were  read  to  me  at 
Laurentinum :  the  epigram  of  Cicero,  upon  his  fa- 
vourite Tyro,  happened  to  be  part  of  the  entertain- 
ment. Afterwards,  in  the  middle  of  the  day  (for  it 
was  then  fummer)  I  attempted  to  fleep,  but  in  vain. 
A  refleftion  occurred  to  me,  that  the  greateft  orators' 
fiiad'  not  only  niade  poetry  their  delight,  but  one  of 
tfieir  moft  laudable  purfuits.  Immediately  I  applied 
my  thoughts  to  this  ftudy,  and,  in  much  lels  time  . 
than  I  imagined,  after  fo  long  a  difufe  of  poetry,  I 
writ  thefe  verfes,  upon  the  fubjeft,  with  which  I  was 
jjmufing  myfelf. 

The  partial  works  of  Gallus  while  I  view. 
Who  gives  his  j&re  the  palm  to  Tully  due, 
I  find  ev'n  Tully,  great  and  high  in  name  ! 
Steps  into  trifles,  from  the  road  of  fame. 
The  men  of  wit,  of  eloquence,  and  fire, 
Direft  their  pens  as  love's  wild  thoughts  inlpirel 
For  Tyro  Tully  fighs  ;  for  Tyro  burns  ; 
'f  YRO  the  warm  afFedion  ill  returns. 
Why  ihould  not  I  my  latent  paflions  own. 
And  boldly  make  my  love  of  Tyro  known  ? 
Yes,  I  will  boaft  in  Tully's  tuneftil  ftrain  ; 
Alike  our  objefts,  and  alike  our  pain. 

I  pafled  on  to  elegy,  which  I  compofed  with  no 
lels  expedition.  Drawn  in,  by  the  aptnefs  of  my  ge-f 
iiius,  I  ftill  added  to  my  compofitipns  :  then  return- 
ing to  Rome,  I  read  them  to  fome  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, who  gave  me  their  approbation.     Afterwards, 

-  T^henever  I  had  leifiire,  elpecially  upon  a  journey,  I 
continued  my  poetry.  At  laft,  as  I  nad  many  exam-, 
pies  before  n^,  I  determined  (nor.have  I  hadxaufe 

■  ^     -       ■  '•     to 
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to  repent  tht  re&Autim)  to  publiih  one  leparate  Tolume 
of  this  kind  of  poems.  They  ace  nead^  copied,  amir 
fet  to  mulic  I  the  Grecians,  who  hwe  been  induosd 
t£>  learn  the  Latin  Iangy.iagp  from  their  relifli  of  tbeib 
performances,  have  adapted  them,  to  the  harp  md 
tyre.  But  you  will  alk,  why  am  I  £>  vain  ?  Thia  ii 
a  licence  allowed  to  poets  :  however  I  have  only 
quoted  the  fentiments  of  others  ;  I  ipeak  not  my  own, 
Thofe  fentiments,  whether  true  or  erroneous,  certainly 
]^leafe  me. 

I  heartily  wilh,  that  poflerity  tray  form  the  fama 
judgement.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Too  ambitious  an  imitation  of  Cicero  has  betrayed 
Pliny  into  inexcufable  errors.  Cicero,  not  content  with 
being  the  firft  orator  in  the  world,  by  his  own  conduft 
ftands  in  the  laft  dais  of  poets  ;  and  is  accompanied  there 
by  Pliny,  who  tells  us,  in  this  epiftle,  that  bb  firft  eflay 
in  elegiac  poetry  was  upon  the  ifland  and  fea  of  l4:aria  a. 

C.  AsiNius  Gallvs  was  the  fon  of  C.  Asinxus  Pol* 
Lio,  who  is  fo  finely,  and  fo  often  celebrated  by  Horace 
and  Virgil.  Pollio  is  (aid  to  have  held  the  doquence 
of  TuLLY  in  no  degree  of  efteem.  The  judgement  of 
PoLLio  was  undoubtedly  wrong  in  this  particmar.  But 
the  judgement  of  Gallus  might  be  perfe£tiy  right,  in  pre- 
ferring the  verfes  of  his  father  to  the  poetry  of  Cicero. 
AsiNius  Gallus  was  ftarved  to  death  by  the  emperor 
Tiberius,  whom  be  had  fervilely  flattered,  and  injudici- 
oufly  provoked  \ 

^inetiam  quatuordecim  natus  annos  Gracam  tragcediam 
ffripji :  ^\  was  only  fourteen  years  old,  when  I  compofed 
"  a  Greek  tn^edy."  At  what  time,  or  by  whom,  that 
great  branch  c^  dramatic  poetry,  called  tragedy  *,  was  in* 
vented;^  is  not  perfidy  afcertained.    According  to  Scali- 

^  Tkit  finall  ifland  m^ArcUpehgo  btkmgs  to  Afiatic  Turfy. 
|t  lies  weft  of  Samos.    The  modern  name  is  Nicaria. 

*  Vide  Taci^i  Annaks. 

^  Derwatnr  a  rfayo^,  hircasy  a  goat>  which  was  the  proper  ikcri- 
fee  to  &UXHUS ;  in  wboft^  hcwoar  this  fort  of  play  was  repre- 
isoted.  GJ|^r'« 
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iBSiUgimus.    Nm  tamm  qn^d  tra^nf  tr^gtediafn  cdfmtdi^  v^ 
tfffiionm  * ;  ^'  We  read^^  that  ac  THE6iEi^'d  buiying  places 
f*  the  tragedians  contended  in  thcif  recitals :  not  thtt  thtf 
**  tradition  is  true,  that  tragedy  is  older  than  com^y,** 
The  fame  audior  fays,  ^i  earn  primus  dederit,  baud  ita  pr9 
compertohabetur  :fati5  conjlat  illudy  aTuESFi  poeti  faSfam 
mtidiorem  *  ;  "  Who  fim  invented  it,  is  a  feft  not  fo  well 
^^  aieertained :  It  is  evident  enough,  that  it  was  cultivated 
*'  and  improved  by  the  poet  Thespis."    All  authors  agrees 
a;ccording  to  Mr.  Rymer  ^,  that  tragedy,  in  the  beginning, 
w^  a  rdigioiijr  t^orihip.  Tho.'varioos  critics,  who  have  written 
very  copipiifly  upon  tliis  fubjo3,  have  fttU  left  \ji&  uhdeterroin* 
ed,  as  to.  the  abfohite  original  of  the  drama.     The  Grecian 
tragediesf^  that  remain  to  us,,  ^pear  very  different  from  thofe^ 
which  arf  lc(^€p&(b'l#  to  oixt  later  ages.     They  rather  feem 
framed  to  flrike  horror,  and  infpire  fear,  than  to  advance  . 
Htn  itfftruafen,  b^nefk^  and  delight  of  mankind.    The  de- 
fiskioft^  of  tragedy,  by  Sc aligsh,  runs  thus  ;  Itnitatio  ptf 
oiHams  iUtf/his  forttinai  ixitu  infeliciy  oratitne  gritoi  Mir»* 
fd:  ^*  The  imitation  of  d^dnl  in  high  life,  the  cataftrophe 
^  of  which  IS  unhappy,,  and  the  language  of  the  charadees 
*^  Supported  in  ibiemn.meafure.'*    It  is  from  this  definition 
peifiaps^  that  our  ihodern  writes  6f  trag6}y  have  run  into 
Mmpou^  nonfenfe,  and  every  kind  of  ridiculdus  bombait 
TBi^  iniagihe   themfelve^  abfdutdjr  obfTged  to  reptcfent 
Idnos  mi  princes  upon  the^ftage  j  and  they  ider,  that  fuch 
psmtcd  beingr  ougjbtt  not  to  talk  likd  ordinary  men.    This 
by  endeavouring  to  make  their  heroes  think  and  fpeak  above 
the  common  level  of  their  own  fpecies ;  the  royal  converia* 
tion  is  compofed  of  rants,  that  contain  neither  fenfe,  mean* 
ing,  nor  amufement.    And  as  the  word&  are  ftri£^ly  pinion- 
ed within  the  bounds  of  a  certain  meafure,  the  fentiments 
of  the  moft  powerful  monarch  in  the  world  appear  only 
}tke  Aiadnefs^  ^onfiped  in  the  limits  of  a  cage.    I  amnot 
^certain  that  princes  Q>eak,  or  think  better  thah  other  men. 
But  allowing  the  fiipfpofltibn  to  be  true,  t  believe  the  wtttera 
of  tragedy  have-  fdidom   opportunities  of  knowing  their 
inanhers,  or  characters  fufficiently,  to  draw  either  9\e  ont 
«r  the  othfcr  in  any  iJegitc  of  perfection.    If  a  Qtask  tra- 

•  ScALic.  Poetic,  lib.  i.  cap.  5.  >  Idem,  jcap«  6* 

« See  Ryvaa!s  ihoit  view  01  tragedy. 

gcdy. 
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gedy^  in  the  days  of  Pliny,  was  fuch  a  compofition,  as  to 
be  eaiUy  modelled  by  a  youth  of  fourteen  years  old,  the 
krfs^of  Rich  a  piece  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  be  regretted :  And 
it  is  to  be  wiflied,  that  this  epiftle  had  perifhed  at  the  fame 
time. 

•  - 

EP  I  S  T  L  E     V. 
Pliny  /cCalpurnia. 

TH  E  eagernefs  of  my  defire  to  fee  you  is  in- 
credible. Love  is  the  firft  fpring  of  it.  The 
next  arifes  from  our  hiving  been  fo  feldom  feparated. 
For  thefe  reafons,  I  pafs  a  great  part  of  the  night  in 
thinking  of  you.  In  the  day  too,  at  thofe  hours, 
when.  I  ufed  to  fee  you,  my  feet  carry  me  Ipontanc- 
oufly,  in  the  flrifteft  fenfe  of  the  e3q)reflion,  to  your 
apartment,  from  whence  I  conftantly  return  as  much 
cut  of  humour,  and  dejeftcd,  as  if  I  had  been  *re- 
fufed  admittance  into  your  chamber.  There  is  one 
part  of  the  day  only,  that  aflfords  relief  to  my  mife- 
ry  •,  I  mean  the  jparticular  time,  .when  I  am  employed 
in  pleading  caufes  for  my  friends.  Judge  what  a 
kind  of  life  mine  muft  be,  when  labour  is  my  reft, 
and  when  perplexity  and  cares  are  my  comfort. 
Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

In  this  epiftle  appears  not  only  the  exceffive  fondnefs  of 
Pliny  to  CalpujiiJia,  but  the  regularity  and  exa^tnefs 
of  his  domeftic  life.  Certain  hours  in  every  day,  ^uilfus  hurts 
U  vifere  Jhlebanij  ''  hours  in  which  he  was  accuftomed  to 
**  vifit  Calpurnia,"  were  exempted  from  public  bufi- 
nefs,  and  dedicated  to  the  converfation  of  Calpurnia  ii^ 
jier  apartment.  The  epiftle  gives  a  captivating  idea  of  th^ 
nirried  ftate.  Every  line  glows  with  the  warmth  of  conju- 
gal love.  Amidft  all  the  ftores  of  antiquity,  and.  of  epifto- 
lary  Writings,  the  delicacy,  tendernefs,  and  elegance  of.  this 
letter,  muft  fhine  in  a  very  high  degree.  Tncrc  are  ex- 
tant 
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taht  finreural  qpiftles  *  from  Tully  to  Terentia.  Thejp 
au-e  of  a  different  nature  in  general  from  thefe  of  Pliky* 
If  they  contain  equal  tendemefs,  I  am  afraid  they  are  written 
with  much  lefs  iincerity.  But  they  end  fonietimes  in  a  very 
pathetic  manner.  Vaktey  mea  dejtderiaj  valet e  ^  :  *'  Adieu^ 
•'  ihy  deareft  love,  adieu.**  And  again,  Mea  Terentia^ 
fdijjtma  atque  optima  uxor^  et  mea  carifjima  filiolay  et  J^es  rt^ 
liqua  ntjira^  CiCERO,  valete^:  "My  Terentia,  thoU 
*^  beft  and  moft  conftant  wife,  and  you  my  lovely  littlf 
daughter,  and  you,  Cicero,  who  art  the  third  objed 
of  my  hopes,  ail,  all  farewell.**  Some  of  thefe  letters^ 
which  are  written  in  the  plaintive  flyle,  difcover  great 
impatience,  and  want  of  fortitude.  One  of  them,  froin 
a  leeming  admiration  of  Terentia*s  piety,  taxes  heaved 
itfelf  vnth  ingratitude  :  Ego  vero  te  quamprimum,  mea  vita^ 
cupio  videre,  et  in  tuo  complexu  empri  \  quitm  neque  dii^  qudS  tu 
taJUJpme  coluijii^  neque  homines y  quibus  egofervivi^  nobis  gra*^ 
tiam  retulerant  ^  :  ^^  But  I  wifli  to  fee  you,  my  dearefl  life^ 
^^  as  ibon  as  poffible,  and  to  die  in  your  arms  :  flnce  heir 
ther  thofe  Gods,  whom  you  have  rdigiouily  worfhippec^ 
nor  thofe  men,  whom  I  have  faithfully  ferved,  haye  made 
us  the  leaft  return.**  How  did  this.wifh  of  dying  in 
Terentia*s  bofom  end  ?  In  a  divorce  :  after  a  marria^ 
<of  thirty  years,  after  a  thorough  confirmation  of  Tersvc- 
tia's  virtue,  and  after,  repeated  acknowledgments  of  hdr« 
condudl  and  fidelity.  Is  not  the  character  of  Pliny  tljero- 
fore  more  amiable,  although  lefs  exalted,  than  the  chara£br 
of  Tully  ? 


cc 
cc 
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•  Ad  Famtliares, lib, XIV.        *  Ep.  2.        « Ep.  4.        'Ibid. 

EPISTLE    VI. 
Pliny  to  M  a  c  r  i  n  u  s. . 


.t 


AN  uncommon  and  very  remarkable  aflfair .  has 
happened  to  Varenus  :  as  yet  indeed  it  re- 
mains  doubtful.  The  Bithynians  are  faid  to  have 
quitted  their  accufatipn  againfl  him,  as  a  matter  raftily 
entered  into.  I  fay,  this  is  what  is  given  out.  The 
legate  of  the  province  appears  j  bringing  with  him, 

to 
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to  CiESAR,  a  decree  of  their  council.  He  broug^ 
i^ritfelnm  the  fame  decree  to  WMiy  of  ^ur  chirf  meft 
here :  he  even  brotr^t  *it  to  us,  flic  advocates  for 
ViiJiEKi?|5,  Never&clefs  that  fame  Magnus  ftitt 
pcj^G&Sy  u)d  is  alfo  inceflantly  tealing  Nigrinu^  ?, 
one  of  the  beft  of  men  :  .by  whom  he  required  frpitn 
the  confuls,  chat  Tak^wm  (hoiid  be  obliged  u> 
g;iv€  id  his  vealbns.  At  that. time  I  aflifted  Yare- 
•Htjs,  orfy  «s  his  friend,  >awd  was  determined  not  to 
j)iead  for  him  >  for  npthmg*^as  fo^furd,  as  tiiat  I, 
>irho  v^as  apjpointed  advocate  by  thefeiiate,  IhouM 
pndc^kvour  to  defend  a  peifQi\,  4s  acciifed,  >#hQ  was  to 
jhew,  ^that  he  had  not  been  accyjfed  at  alL  But  wheo 
KiQJiiH^s  httd^finUh^dhis^eiavUKi,  tfeecopfuls  fi^ 
their  eyes  .upon^me.  I&id^  *' ■YouwJll.know,  tiurt: 
^  I  have  reafons  for  my  fiience,  when  y©u  flidl  have 
**  heard  what  the  true  legates  of  -tfie  province  have 
^*  to  c^r  againft  Nigrinvs,  to  whom  they  were 
**  ic^t.  Fori  have,  ampfig  ;6tti6rs^  !the  decree  ojF 
>*  the :province  in  my  jhands."  'fp  which  Mjgrinhs 
4:q)lied,  '♦*  It  may  appear  jCb^'you/*  I  ai^were^, 
*"^*  If  you  tiiink  oth^wife,  ^ve  me  leave  .however  :tp 
•**  juci^  ^hat  is  mcft  fav©uKible  for  my  caufe,'* 
Tnen' the  legate  PoLYiBNus  fixpkined^the  rcafonsof 
releafing  the  accufation,  and  demanded»  that  tl«  fe- 
nate  (hould  not  prejudge  the  matter  till  it  came  before 
CiESAR.  Magnus  anfy^^ered  ;  and  PoLViENtrs  re- 
plied :  but  he  Ipoke  feldom,  and  Ihort.  I  fcarce  broke 
my  filence;  for  I  have-  laid  it  down  as  a  rule,  that 
fbmetimes  it  is  as  much  the  bulinefs  of  an  orator  to 
be  filent,  as  to  fpcdk :  and  therefore  I  again  repeat  it, 
that  I  have  been  of  greater  fcrvice  to  fome  perfons, 
accufed  of  capital  crhntsy  by^ny  fdence,  tlian  J  could 
"have  been  by  the  moft  accurate  oration. 

A  moAer  having  loft  her  Ion  (for  why  fliould  not 
11  talk  of  my  labours,  although  l^e  motive  of  iwriting 
\thi$  letter  was  another  flitge^b  ?)  accufed  his  fireedmen, 

*NiGRiiivfli9  ^bttne  of  the  people.    See  book  5  ep.  14. 

who 
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who  were  alfo  his  coheirs,  of  poifoning  thdr  mafter, 

iand  foTffng  his  wiU.    She  brought  the  caufe  before 

the  emperor,  and  obtained  Julius  Sjsrvianus  for 

'file  jtidgc.    I  'defended  the  accufed  in  a  very  great  sS^ 

^fidtnbly :  for  the  caufe  vras  become  very  notorious^ 

^tad  fart!her,  there  were,  on  both  fides,  perlbns  o^ 

the  ^greaifffl'  capacities.    The  flaves  were  tortured  9 

!wld^  decided  the  caufe,  and  the  anfwers  were  ;in  &h 

jnur  of  the  accuied.    The  mother  afiDerwards  ^d^ 

idmfisd'the^en^peror,  and  afiirmed  fhe  had  found  neW 

'prodfs.     Sehv PAMus  was  commanded  to  rehcjar  tbt 

xaoSfe,  althou^  already  determined,   if  fhe  brou^ 

7n6v(r  matter*    Julius  Afrxcanus,  m^andfon  of  Jok 

iivs  ^  orator,  was  advocate  for  Uie  mother,  aiod 

^hen  he  was  heard  out^  Passisnus  C&ispus  faul, 

r^  Tdfidy  you  have  fpoken  well  ^  but  to  what  purfidfe 

.^  is  diis  fine  ipeech  ?'*  Julii^s  is  an  ingenious  yourig 

^*ttto,1bttt  «ot  very  artful.    When  he  had  fpdken  a 

"fercat  deal^  ;and  had  filled  up  the  time  aUotted  Tmcu 

%t,  QAdi  "  I  beg  you,  SIervianus,  to  lufier  me  to 

2i3d  one  word."    Then  I,  \vhen  all 'had  looked  upen 

JPK  -afr/seady  to  ani^yer  a  loqgtiole,  &k},  ^'  I  -would 

''^^?have-ia[!dwefed,  if  Afrioakus  bid  added  that  one 

'^Awoiti,  (lidbicfa,  lit  doubt  net,  would  have  coataSnefl 

^•*  tallthat  was  ttew.**    41  cannot  recoUedt,  that  I  ever 

;jssdinsd'ra^eat'ap^^^  as  I  then  gained 

:by  «)t  I)Iead^ng.         .  , 

:in  the  Tame  fiianner  how,  my  fikncc  for  Var^kw 

^«ras  accepted  o^  xand  .appr<Hred.r   The  cmifuls, '« 

.  JPoLYiKNUS  deGrcd,  left  all  things  entirely  ia>th0de- 

.  ^cifioaof  the  emperor,  whofe  determinattdiLl  W3Ut  for 

ln^fo%enee  ^  becaofe  diat  day  mfuil  give  me,  mfeipaS: 
.  *  of  iVARENus,  cither  cert^ty  and  leifure,  or.  miflOt 

hnpitdTs  upon  me  frefli  labour,  by  renewing  my  fol- 

licmide  for  my  friend.    Farewell. 
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OBSERVATIONS.    . 

I 

»  •    I 

The  affair  related  by  Pi  i  n y  in  this  epiftle  is  introduced 
'to  his  friend  MaCKinus,  as  a  very  unufi^  and  remarkable 
.  tcaii(a6):ion.  The  Bithjnians  were  fuppofed  to  have  droppeS 
^e  profecution  of  their  complaint  againft  V^fiBNtrs,  and 
to  that  purpofe  had  fent  the  legate  of  their  province  to  ac- 
qiiaiiit  the  emp^ror»  the  mini&rs  of  flate,  [frincipes  vir^sj 
ihd  the  advocates  of  Varenus,  with  their  refolution. 
Notwithftanding  this  folemn  a£l:  pf  the  Bithyniansj  Ma  Qr 
kOs,  (or  Magius^  the  editors  diiFer  in  his  name)  vdio  had 
hthxi  the  firft,  and  moft  violent  profecutor  of  V  arenus;^ 
^11  perfifted  in  carrying  on  the  caufe  to  a  final  determina- 
^on.  NiGRiNus,  <by  the  perpetual  and  teafing  application 
of  Magnus,  was  prevailed  upon- to  demand  of  the  confab^ 
Vt  Varenus  exhibire  axioms  cogtretur  ':  *'  That  Varenito 
^^  ihould  fliew  caufe,  why  the  brofecution  (hould  not  bie 
*•'  carried  on."  The  chief  queftibn  therefore  feems  to  be, 
^^rhether  the  £iVi^/W  had  fo  deferted  their  accufation,  ths|t 
Varbnus  coul^d  not  be  profecuted  upon  the  motion  rcS* 
Viewed  by  Magnus  ;  or  whether,  notwithflanding  their 
Jate  refolution,  they  wereftiU  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  former 
iuit. 
.  New  trials  muft  be  attended  with  very  pernicious  confe- 
quences,  not  only,  iii  capiul,  but  in  all  cafes.  Noinnocent 
inah  can  be  fafe,  where  fuch  a  cuftom  is  introduced.  The 
pradice  is  not  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Endand.  If  it 
ever  found  place  among  the  Romans  it  could  only  have  pre- 
yaihd' under  the  tyranny  of  thofe  emperors,  who  trampled 
upon  law,  iuftice,  and  all  civil  rights.  But  it  appears;  tbiSft 
this  particular  debate  arofe  during  the  reign  of  Trajan  S 
whp  certainly  woul4  not  allow  fuch  iniquitous  precedents 
to  be  eftablimed. 

Turn  legatus  PoXYiENUS  caufas  aholita  accufatimis  ixpi^ 
finty  pbjhtla^tquey  m  eegmtioni  C^s aris  prajudiciuin  fierit. 
The' meaning;  of  this  fentence  may  be  thus  explained^: 
V  PpJLY^Nus,  the  legate  of.  the  BttbynianSy  informed  the 

•  The  accufation  of  Varenus  w;is  fubfequent  to  the  trial  of 
Julius  Bassus,  who,  by  the  9th  epiftle  of  the  4th  book,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  tried  at  the  latter  end  of  Nerva's  reign,  or 
early  in  the  reign  of  Trajan.  See  the  20th  epifile  of  the  5th 
book. 

**  fenate 
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^^  fehmt  of  die  reafons,  wUch  induced  the  Bithynians  to  n* 
^*  cede  from  their  accufadon,  and  he  deiired,  that 
^^  would  not  interfere,  in  the  cafe,  the  cognizance  of  whi< 
^^  ought  to  be  left  entirely  to  CiESAR.'*  The  Romans  ha 
in  ufe  amongft  them  a  judgement,  which  was  called /r4^tf« 
Mcium ;  not  in  an  ill  fenfe,  as  prejuSu  is  underftood  by  U9  ; 
jbut  becaufe  this  kind  of  judgement  was  fubjedl  to  the  con-' 
Ixol  of  another  jurifdi&ion,  which  was  final.  The  praju- 
i£dtm  vr2A  fo  called,  as  being  the  fitft,  or  prior  judgement 
in  boint  of  time.  The  other  W^  caHedjudlciumt  as  it  was 
:a4>iolutely  final. 

~ '  Con/uleSy  ut  PoLYJENUS  poftidabaU  omnia  iraepra  prlndpi 
'ptvavirunt^  cujus  cogmUonemjufpenfus  ixpeSio  :  **  The  con^ 
^^  fuls,  as  PoLYiENUS  required,  referved  all  the  chief  poinb 
<^.  ibr  die  examination  of  the  emperor :  and  I  am  now  wait- 
^^.  ing  under  fufpenfe  for  his  determination/'  From  hence  It 
appears,  that  the  fenate  refpited  judgement  in  the  caufe  till 
the  return  of  the  emperor,  who  was  then  in  Dacia.  This 
epiffle  toa^  be  fixed  therefore  to  the  fourth  year  of  Trajan's 
reig^. '  The  tenth  epiftle  of  this  book  is  a  continuation  of 
the  fame  fubjed. 

EPISTLE    Vlt 

;  pLtMY   rt  POMPEIUS  SaTURNINUS-. 

■  * 

Sftcrday  I  pi;dented  your  thanks!  to  our  fiiehd 
.^^ ;  Priscus  j  and  I  have  juft  now  repeated  them^ 
jbecaufe  fuch  were  your  commands  \  eadh  dmc  moft 
willingly.  It  is  a  very  agreeable  circumftance  to  m*> 
that  two  fuch  excellent  men,  both  my  particular 
friends,  (hould  be  fo  happily  united^  as  to  think  your- 
fclves  reciprocally  obli^  to  each  other  ;  for  he  not 
xx&f  owns  the  great  pleafure  he  receives  from  y6ur 
fiiendfhip,  but,  in  the  kinddt  nianner,  vies  with  yoii 
iii  inftances  of  mutual  affedion-  Time  will  aiugmcnt 
this  alliance.  ^       . 

I  am  forry  to  find  you  fo  wholly  taken  up  in  bufi- 

nefs,  that  you  cannot  attend  your  ftudies.    But  if,  as 

you  fay,  you  (hall  fim&  one  of  youc  caufes  by  i 

-Vol.  II.  H  4^dy 
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(pecdy  tiial,  tod  the  other  by  %  compofition,  you  will 
be^  to  c^joy  a  little  leifntev  with  wMch  wheh  yoo 
flit  fatiatedi  joix  will  return  Id  m.    Adieu. 

OBSfeRVAtlONS. 

•  *       ■  •      -      . 

;  iThis  (hort  and  ariiicable  iddrfcfi  to  SATURNjNiJS  cudht 
not  to  have  preceded,  tut  to  Ka\^e  followed  the  cpUtie,  whidi 
is  immediately  fubfecjuisnt  to  it,  Plij^y  here  tefls'SAXUR- 
NiNUS,  that  he  has  a  Tecbiid  Hhie  obeyed  his  commaiiQS. 
Et  proxfmi  Frisco  f^o/lro^  etrurfus  quia  itapijijijiiy  graiias 
eil :  ^*  Yefterday  I  delivered  your  thanks  to  pRiscus,  and 
V  again  to-da^  1  hatve  repeated  'them/\  'tliis  fevehth  letter 
is  pbinly  in  confeqiience  of  the  eighth,  arid  therefore  &iould 
liot  have  been  placed  befoit  it. 

E  P  i  8  T  L  E    Till. 

■ .  —     ■  ■« 

•  •  ,  •  .  .  ,  .      «-  ■    - 

P  t  t  N  t   »  NEkATttfS   P«HCU$. 

i     .....       . 

t 

MY  plealure  is  inexpreflible,  in  finding  our  friend 
SATuitWfNus  writing  to  ihe  lettfer  after  letter, 
to  return  you  his  beft  thanks.  Go  .on  as  you  haye 
bqguh,  ind  eftebni  fo  exceflefafc  a  min  widimit  the 
leaft  referve.  You  will  find  great  happinefs  jn  his 
fnendfhip.  Which  Will  eefrtdMy  be  duf^Ue ;  for  .^ 
PDiifbilc^  of  his  ^tSdidXi  i^  pmkularly  ccvilpicudUs, 
ihaong  the  vtasc^  other  vkmed^  wkh  ^\Mk  he  kbdUM». 
Adieu; 


BSERVATIONS. 

;  Five  lectors  Ire  j^xtaftt  froin  Pliny  to  Pitiscus.  Tligr 
U^  tfridely  fc^ttered  JFrom  each  other.  The.  thr^,  whtA 
precede  dusepiftie^  are,  dje  ^i^fceenth  epiftle  o^  ^e  feocmd 
D6bk,  the  twenty  fifft  of  *tbe  third  hook,  and  (he  eishth  of 
the  jixth  book  :  the.  nineteenth  epiftle  of  thii  hook  is  alio 
SdAreiled  to  PRiscys'.  In' all  itve  are  ^ident  itiarks  dF  itoft 
Irtiaffedeil  cofifiSmise ;  arjfing  from  this  resfibn  given  by 
Puny,  Bt  tu  it^csfimu  obUgixndi  ff6iii%MJ^^  H 
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I 

§g$Hifmm  UbiHtiUs  Me$^ :  ^  Yea  are  alwm  ^trcivto 
^'  oblige  me  ;  I  am   always  defirous  to  be  otdiged'  ^ 


«  you/' 


PfERATiUS  PRISLCUS,  to  whom  thU  epiftle  is  ^ddreflef^ 
Was  the  grcateft  civilian  of  his  time.  He  was  in  To  h 
fiiVoHr  with  Trajan,  and  his  courtidrs,  that  they  Ibol 
upon  him  as  worthy  of  fuceeffion  to  the  empire.  If  pLiT^^i 
Iwd  outlived  his  impoiai  matter,  fnch  a  Hujceffioti  Int^t 
arobftbly  have  taken  [dace*  Adrjak,  althou^  nearly  te)> 
lated  to  Trajan,  had  not  gained  the  emperinr-s  ^&moi^ 
He  was  adopted  by  Plotina,  when  perh^  her  dying 
hiifb^hd,  whofe  iilhels  &youred  her  artifice,  would  have  pi^; 

fenrtd  Neratiuis  PRi^CtJS,  as  his  fucceflbr. 

<    •      •  .      ■ 

tVidecpift-  t3.lib.aV  - 

EPISTLE    IXi  ' 

P,  L  I N:  Y  io  ,C  o,i  N.k  L 1  iJ  8  F u  s  c  u  s;  •' 

YO U  wilh  »t^  know  fitml  itii^  in irti^n^etltod 
you  ought  tt)  purfuc  y^ut  ftildieij'  WhMfe  ytoeu^rcr 
fnain^  'as  you  hare  io^  feWn^  retitea  ihr  Sie  tptnihY. 
The  nooft  ufdi4  Method^  and,  as'Man^'th}i&,  Wfe 
moft.  preferable,  is  ttur^dldii  either  from  Grcek  into 
ILratin,  or  frorti  Lilliii  into  Gredk.  By  this  Ipnd  ot 
nsfetciie  are  to  be  ^dcjULrbd  the  pn^ytfe^  and  bcaut^ 
bf  ckt>i;^oii,  the  «03ftt  of  ffeur^,  the  jpowdf  of  ta- 
j^anktfoTH  btiltdei  ^  ^dlity  of  imitatiftg  the  beft  '.^u- 
didhi  ib  as  to  fati'into  the  &me  iurn  of  thou^t. 
Thafe  circumfilnteefe>  i^lUdi  may  not  ftrike  a  read«^ 
nuttiot  poffibiy  «&atpe  a  tfaniktor.  ^  Knowledge  and 
judgement  are  b€^^  Squired  by  ttahflatiom  As  ibOA 
90^  join  have  it^  a  book,  by  waj^  of  jemulation^  yoaA 
{ SfssKf  tiittfeitake  the  &&ie  argument,  ahd  ifobi^oft  ttljttr- 
^Wjk  :€^ttip3ritig  arid  <faireMly  wqghing  your  tmn 
feffiaiffl»iKe  ^h*Ae  bbok,  which  ydti^have  tekd^ 
(tioMk  hemre  yiju  will  fi*Kl<5Ut  in  eafch  tfii:*m^'^l6)^^^ 
fioritfes.    It  Witt  bcgreit  hbnduf^^^ydq,  if  $)rtifc- 

;tm&sdicadvitt«igsi^]p^  It-Mli'lbe 
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great  fhime,  if  you  ate  always  inferior.  It  m^y  tJg 
proper  for  you"  now  and  then,  both-  to  chufe  but  the 
Vioft  diftinguUhed  parts^  an4  to  vye  with  thofe  par- 
ticular |)aflrage$,  when  chofcn  ;'  fuch  a  conteft.  is  rather 
ibold  than  raih,  becaufe  it  is  iecret.  Although,  in 
(his  fort  of  race,  1  have  feenrhanyperfons  Squire 
great  applaufe,  by  out-running  fucn  authors,  whom 
they  thought  it  would  have  been  fufficient  honour  to 
have  followed.  ' 

After  your  work  has;  lain  by  long  enough  to  be 
lotit  of  your  memory,  you  fhould  review  the  whole ; 
ftiould  retain'  many  things,  throw  away  more ;  inter- 
line Ibme,  write  odxers  over  again.  .  This  is  an  irk- 
fome  and  laborious  tafk,  but  the  difficulty  is  produc- 
tive of  good*  confequences  i  as  by  it  y6u  grow  warm 
afrefti,  and  refume  a  ftrength,  which  had  been  broken, 
and  was  became,  languid./  jLafliy>  t^^  add,^  as  it 
were,  new  limbs  to  a  body  already  well  conllituted, 
^without  moleftjing  thofe  of  the  pri^nal  formatidri.^^ 
,1  know  your  pijnci^paji  ftiidy  at  prefent  is  oratory ; 
but  I  am  faf  frpm  periiiading  you  fo  be  perpetually  pur- 
Jfuing  that  controverfial,  an^j  if  I,  may  fay  fo,  that  war- 
tlike ftyle :  for,,  ^as  pur  lands  ar^fo^d  with  variety,  of 
feeds^  and  thofe  feeds  are.  often  chwged ;  fo  our  ^minds 
inuft .  be  employed,  fometjyniies  in  one,  «theo  in  aiiother 
kind  of  applicatioiu    I  am  ^fsfirpyS)  that  you  ihould 
comment  upon  i^gaarjcable  poi;nit3  of  hiftofy  ji  am 
dcfirous,  that  you.  ihpuld  be  i  particularly:  careftdiri 
writing  letters.  /^;  ani  defirou^,  fb^  you  fliQuldvmake 
yprfes  ;   becaufe,  in  fpeeche^,  •;  an  abfohite  ^eceffity 
often  happens  for  defcriptipn>  not  only  in  an  luftori- 
caT,  but  in  a  pp^Ucal  maiyoier.v  A  clofer  piid  qnore 
dcUcate  vein  is  adapted  to  epigifisi^  :,Yqu  fhouldibanCr 
pjues  refrefh  yourfelf  yfith  ppptfy^i  I  do  lYytfhy^Xi^ 
iiich an  excrcUe  fhiould  1^  cofiftatit,  or  tbat-your/pOf- 
crhs  Ihould  be  long,  (tjbbfe  circvniftancesi  can.  only^fec 
the  cfieft  of  li^i&r^)  but  rafher. witty v  and  ihort^ .  fit 
interludi^  betweeijL  4l  kinds  c^  care  and  bu^       Stsch 

poems 
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p6etn3  are  called  amufemcnts ;  but  they  often  produce: 
as  gteat  a  Ihare  of  reputation,  as  more  ferious  per*, 
formances.  And  therefore,  why  fhould  I  not  tempt. 
you  to  vcrfification,  by  vcrfes  themfclves  ?  > 


L 

When  yielding  wax,  with  preflure  warm, 

The  artiil's  hand  receives. 
Each  new  creation  takes  its  form. 

And  every  figure  lives : 


< 
I 


4 


»* 


Mars  feems  to  kiut  his  warlike  brow ;   .  .] 

Minerva  feems  to  move  ;  '[ 

Here,  Cupid  bends  his  magic  bow ;        .. 
There,  fmiles  the  queen  of  love. 


jt 


ra. 


-I 


As  buriHhg  flames  are  taiight  to  know ' 

The  force  of  wa)e^r-s  power ; 
As .  currents,  when  thrqugh  mpads  they  flow, 

Refrefli  each  fieTA'and  flower.  ^ 


TV. 


-     '  So  ihaB  the  mind,  by  tirt  impreft,  ^ 

^-     '      Like  wax,  new  Jbrriis  impart,  '^ 

■        Or  ftahd  like  torrent's  force  confefl:,  '.^ 

A. Or  flow  from  art  to  art.  •  * 

•  .  ■    * 

'In  this  manner  the  greatefl:  orators,  and-cven  thft 

^telteft  men,;  have  exeitifed  or  amufed  diertifelvej; 

mtcaed  it  is  Wonderful,  how  much  the  mind  is  dil?- 
iy|^  and  defi^ted  by  thofe  trifling  peffortnancfes. 
br'tft^y  adniii:  of  love,  hatred,  anger,  pity,  ^nirrib^ 
^  word,  ^.qrounftances  that  pais  in  |u« }  even  thp 

,    '     .  ''Hi  '         ~  bufineft 


> «««. 
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faufineft  in  t!be  ferunii  and  the  Caufes  at  the^  bar.^'^  Iit^ 
fitfrh  fort  of  verifis  we  find  alfa  the  fame  ufefui^iefs^ 
as  in  all  other  poetry :  we  take  pleafure  in  the  free- 
dom of  a  proic  oration,  as  foon  as  we  are  loofed  frono 
the  chains  of  metre.  Comparifon  ftiews  us,  which  is 
the  eafieft,  and  there  we  wiite  with  the  greater  wilUng- 
nefs.  I  have  now  fent  you  more  particulars  than 
you  defired  V  but  there  is  ftiU  one  point,  which  I 
nave  omitted.  I  have  not  told  you  what  book$  you 
ought  to  read^  although  perhaps  I  erorcflfed  my 
meaning,  by  telling  you  what-yoii  ou^M-'to  write. 
You  will  remember  to  chufe  the  bell  authors  of  every 
kind.  The  faying  runs,  •  IFe  Jhould  read  much^  not 
many  books.  Who.  thofe  avithors  ^r^j  is  a  pcunt  too 
well  knowA,  and  top  uflivjiriklly  approved,  to  need 
^y  partiailar  defcriptidn :  'And  beiides,  I  haye  ftretch- 
ted  out  my  letter  lo  imriioderately,  that  while  I  am 
perfuading  yo\i  in  what  manner  to  ftudy,  I  am  break- 
ing in  upon  your  time  of  ftudying.  However,  refiime 
your  table-books,  and  either  write  upon  the  fubjefts, 
which  I  lv>Y^  JWi^oned,  wepftfinue  the  particular 
Wprk  jrpiJ  had  begim.    AdiWi 

ORSKRVATIONS. 

If  Pliky  bad  not  interrupt^  his  precepts  by  a  very  in* 
flifferent  copy  of  ycrfes,  tbis  letter  had  contained  a  feries  of  as 
inany  excellent  to^m^  ^  wilMn  jtl^  cpni^es  of  an  ^piftle, 
coiild  have  been  wj^ileo. upon  the  iiibj^.  .  The  uf^fulnefs  of 
tranflation  is  evij^nt,  from  the  X^om  Here  given  : .  thwe  diffi- 
culty of  it  is' IcaVce  touched  upon  ]^y  Pl IN V^  Henadno 
inclination  to  terrify  his  "frikrid'  CottNELius  f^^uscus,  by 
cxpofing  fully,  the  labours  he  wifhed  him  to  undergo.  They 
UG  "^J  grt»t ;  9iui  After  HHk  tte  wins  mvi  tinuv  Afit  ooi  be 
'  ^^  *oft  P«rf(>rin^c^:.0f-:4|^  ]d}f^  ^im^ilt^ 
. .  w>lf .perhaps  i^  1^  isjgc^  i|  d<rftrw^     T%  ^^  )oc^ 

\fPoif  ^s  worn  of  m^tmntr  r^tfeer  th».  ©f  tf^tz^Q^^^ 

%  certdm  they  are  adapted  more  to  the  illiterate,  "than  Xb 

ifiC6mpanftl^beiie|tt  Airt  a^  j^^ 

Ugentem 
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4$gmtim  fiftUiffint^  transferentm  fu§ir$  h^  pojtmt :  <«  Wie 
<<  can  neircr  attain  to  fo  tbofough  a  knovAeis^  of  ^  1^^  bf 
*^  reading,  as  by  tranflating  it."    The  iafk  indeed  is  tedious, 
iinlefe  the  author  be  extre^noly  ddightfji^.    The  French,  in 
general,  have  fucceeded  better  in  trahflationis,  than  the  Eng- 
lHh  ;  cfpecially  in  profe  :  A  fiiccefs,  which  has  been  owing 
to  the  great  encouragement  given  in  France  to  literature, 
and  the  particular  veneration,  in  which  this  branch  of  learn- 
ing is  ^fi^pfiipd.    Qur  preju^ice^  a^nft  tranflation  are  r^er 
too  violent.     Isib  ot)ier  ):if^d  pf  firriting  cpuld  (b  fopn  fi^  the 
i&ndard  of  our  l^ngM^ }  ^r  fp  p^^i^^ly  conquer  tittp 
fxiany  little  errors,  that  corrupt  our  difde<^.    In  ftyle,  the 
fame  obfervatign  wjU  holc^,  as  in  vice,  Ifemo  repenti  jfifit 
turpiffimifs :  **  We  lofc  corr^nefe  and  propriety  by  de- 
^^  grees/'     Our  devotion  is  implicit  to  tht  language  of  the 
ancients,  yrithouta  luffident  regard  to  oiju:  native  topgue. 
We  think'  it  gre^r  honour  to  ^nderf^nd;a  Tjs^n  ^iwor* 
than  tp  write  ap  Englii^  book.    F^lfc  I^atin  ^s  ynpardoor 
^le ;   f^£b  Eo^iib  is  £^ioit»bW.    To  give  re^pn3  for  thk 
partiality  yroula  lead  vfi^  intp  too  wide  a  field  \   but  indeeg^ 
my  Charles,  to  read  the  dead  lanj^ua^es  eafily,  and  to 
i¥rite  and  fpeak  the  Enj^ifh  language  perf^ly,  would  be^  2F 
I  could  fet  limits  to  'my  wifiies  for  you,  the  boundaries  I 
fliould  point  out  to  your  chairader  as  a  icholar. 

This  epiftle,  by  the  laft  fenten/ce,  Yfl  iftni  ifjmy  wi 
cceperas^  fcribis^  "  Go  on  in  the  work,  whic|i  you  have  ua» 
*'  dertaken,"  is  in  anfwer  to  a  letter  from  Fuscus,  in  whidi 
he  had  mentioned  fome  particular  work,  that  he  had  under- 
taken in  his  retirement.  He  had  withdrawn  himfelf  from 
Ro^y  that  he  might  purfue  his  ftudies  without  interruption. 
$£ionunctiiiejffipracipuumJfudiumofanili:  *'  I  luiow,  ilayi 
^'  Ptijwy,  you  are  now  in  a  dofe  pifrfuit  of  fiich  kincl  oiF 
•*  ftudy,  as  njay  prejpare  ypu  for  the  bar/*  Wefliallfin/J 
two  na^bre  epiftles  to  Fuscus,  tjie  thirty  fixth,  and  the  fbr- 
,  tieth  pf  the  nii>th  book.  The  pprfon,  jto  whom  all  t^ 
tbrjpc  6pift}e?  are  addreiTed,  is  probably  Cojblnelius  Fuscu; 
SaunatoB',  whOAi  our  author  alwavs  rgientipns  with  the 
hi^bij^  a^nair^tion  and  efteem  *.  If  P^wy's  cpi^ttes  wcii? 
tQi  be  j)iaQ€;d  jiiji  a  proper  ftate  of  cpnneajpn,  Ais  letter 
oui^  im9iediat;ely  to  prf cecle  the  eleventh  ej^Ie  of  th^ 


•  ■  • 
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fixth  book.    In  diis  letter  Fuscus  is  ftudying  the  Art  rf 
eloquence ;  in  that  epiftle  he  appears  to  have  attained  it* . 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    X,  ; 

Pliny  to  Macrinus, 

AS  I  am  always  impadcnt  to  know  the  conduflon 
pf  an  affair;  when  the  narrative  has  been  inter* 
rUpted  in  the  beginning ;  I  muft  ima^e  you  defirou? 
pr  heiaring  the  event  cpnceming  Varenus,  and  the 
Bithyniaps.  Poly^nus  pleaded  for  Varenus,  and 
Maonu3  for  the  Bithymans.  When  the  fpeeches 
were  finifhed.  Neither  farty^  lays  C^s ar,  Jball  com-* 
fhin  af  delm.  I  will  take  care  to  be  infermed  of  the 
ientimenis  of  the  province.  In  the  mean  time  Vare- 
Nvs  has  been  a  great  gainer.  For  how  doubtful  niuft 
it  l)e,  whether  he  was  juftly  accpled,  firice  it  is  un- 
certain, whether  he  was  accufed  or  hot  ?  What  re-' 
jBains  is  to  know,  if  the  provincials  are  now  pleafed 
to  profecute  the  point,  which,  it  is  faid,  they  conn 
demned ;  or  if  they  repent  of  their  former  repent- 
sfncc.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Tfiislctter  contauns  as  final  a  conclufion  of  the  zthXx  re* 
Ittuig  to  Varenus,  as  we  can  learn  from  any  of  Pliny's| 
fepiftles.  We  here  fee  the  cqnfequence  of  the  fenatorial 
decree,  mentioned  in  the  fixth  epiftle  of  thjs  book.  The 
^ufe,  we  find,  c^me  before  the  emperor  for  his  determination. 
The  fingle  point  in  queftion  was,  whether  the  Bithynians 
Jiad,  or  had  not  deferted  their  original  accufation  ?  The  ad^ 
yb^ates,  who  pleaded  in  prefeqce  of  the  emperor,  were; 
Magnus  and  PolV-Snus.  The  former  had  originally 
jiccufed  Varenus,  and  ftill  perflfted  in  that  accufation.  Tm 
Ktfcr,'^  frohi  die  authority  vefted  in  him  hj  the  BithyiW?; 
a|»,  as  ihcir  legate,  required,  tl»t  the  profecution  Ihould  be  ^ 
iiifiulled.  It  may  eafily  be  prefumed,  that  they  were  botl^ 
'^Wl^^  each  ^Qdeayoui^  tp  ftq>port  tjilfe  power,  which' 
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helbtd  afiumed  :  and  indeed,  if  PoLTjENtxs  had  a*  juft  and 
legal  appointment  to  wave  the  profecution,  his  laft  commif- 
fion  muft  have  fuperfeded  the  former  conmiiiEon  granted  tb 
Magnus.  But  the  emperor  feems  to  doubt  c^thisiafi;^ 
and  therefore  wifely  chufes  to  give  no  credit  to  the  ailertiona 
of  PoLYJENUS  and  Magnus,  but  to  inform  himfelf,  by 
his  own  meflengers,  of  the  real  defigns  of  the  Bithynians. 
Erit  mihi  cura^  Cjesar  inquitj  explorare  provincia  vdunta- 
tent :  ^^  It  (hall  be  my  part,  iays  Cjesar,  to  inform  myiUf 
^*  fully  of  the  real  inclination  of  the  provincials."  Tra- 
jan might  naturally  fufped,  that  the  commencement  of  the 
profecutioh  took  rife  in  the  hatred  and  malice  of  a  party 
formed  ag^nft  Varenus  :  or,  on  the  other  hand,  that  tfao 
laft  direraons  to  Poi<yjenus  for  quitting  the  profecution 
might  be  obtained  by  partiality,  from  an  oppofite  party,  de» 
firotis  of  fiivouring  Va1r.£nus,  without  the  leaft  view  to 
juftice.  The  emperor's  determination  is  much  to  his  ho^ 
nottr,  as  it  fhews  hb  judgement  exquiiite,  and  his  difpofi- 
tion  equitable. 

We  have  pafled  through  five  different  epiftles,  which  treat 
of  this  afiair.  But  we  find  no  account  in  any  of  them,  of 
the  particular  crimes,  for  which  Varenus  was  proiecuted. 
The  fenate  feems  employed,  rather  in  regulating  the  forms 
of  proceeding,  than  in  entering  into  the  merits  of  the 
caufe. 

In  the  twentieth  epiftle  of  the  fifth  book,  Bithyni  induSi 
infenatum  inquijitionem  poftulavertmt  :  turn  Varenus  petiit^ 
utjibi  quoque  defenjionis  caufa  evocare  teftes  liceret  ;  recufanti^ 
bus  Bithynisj  cognitio  fufcepta  eft :  **  The  Bithynians  defired 
•*  time  to  produce  their  witnefTes  :  Varenus  defires  the 
^^  iame  indulgence  to  himfelf :  the  Bithynians  oppofe  his 
^^  motion  ;  a  debate  enfues  ;  the  advocates  on  both  fides 
*•  argue  the  point."  The  next  day  Cornelius  Priscus, 
formerly  conful,  declares  himfelf  of  opinion,  that  the  re-> 
quefl  of  each  party  ought  to  be  granted,  and  his  fentiments 
prevatU  The  oblervation  of  Pliny,  upon  this  refolution 
of  the  fenate,  is  remarkable.  He  was  one  of  tjie  advocates 
for  Varenus  »,  and  he  fays,  Impetravimus  rent'^  nee  Ugt 
cijnprehenfam^  nee  fatis  ujitaiam^  juftarn  tamen.  The  litem 
tiinilatibn  of  this  fentence  has  been  given  already.  The 
f^  meaning  of  it  feems  to  be,  ^^  The  concefl^on  was  granted 
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f^  to  US  ;  h^t  ftill  it  is  a  matter^  in  which  the  law  ka;  no^ 
5V  been  fufficiently  explicit ;  nor  have  inftances  of  this  kind 
f '  been  often  enough  put  into  praAice.  They  are  undoubt- 
»*  rfljrjuft.*'  The  juftice  indeed  of  fuch  a  proceeding  is  vtrr 
vifible ;  for  it  would  be  in  vain  to  give  a  man  the  hbertjr  of 
pending  him^f^  and  yet  to  deny  him  the  means  qf  prov- 
ing his  defence. 

In  the  fifth  epiftle  of  the  fixth  book,  Licinius  Nepos,  a 
fenator,  in  an  abrupt  and  improper  manner,  endeav0ur$  to 
draw  the  late  determination  into  debate.  His  ^eech  occa- 
itons  great  heat :  much  animoiity  appears  between  Kepos  and 
the  praetor  Jubsntius  Celsus  ;  but  from  benice  nq  icmjr-  • 
dufion  is  formed. 

.  In  the  thirteenth  epiftle  cf  the  ihcth  book,  the  Bitbynian$ 
appeal  from  the  judgemcpt  of  the  fenate  to  the  emperor. 
jib  iUo  adfenatum  rfitruMj  '<  the  emperor  fend«  them  back  to 
i^  the  fenate,"  who  mil  adhere^  AciLiys  Rufus,'  a{id  (e- 
ven  or  eight  fenators  excepted,  to  their  former  opinioht  in 
favour  otVARENus. 

In  the  fixth  epiftle  of  this  book  the  Bithynians,  eidier 
tired,  orafliamed  of  the  proiecution,  lend  Polyjenus  thtir 
legate  to  diiinifs  the  caufe.  Perffat  tamm  idem  ills  MhOr 
tfus.  Kevertheleft  Fonteius  Magnus,  the  chief  pr^fi- 
cutor  >of  Va|ienu9,\  pppoies  the  difiniffion,  and  prevail^ 
upon  NiGRiNUS,  \eptimum  virum]  a  good  natured  man^ 
to  demand  from  the  confuls,  that  Vasenus  Aoiuld  mve 
reafons,  why  his  prpfecution  fbould  not  be  carried  i)n«  The 
difpute  it  referred  to  the  onperor. 

In  the  prefent  epiftle  the  emperor  declares,  unon  hearinc 
the  arguments  of  Magnus  and  PotYiENUs,  that  I^  wifl 
know  the  true  intentions  qf  the  Bithynjans  from  theinielvQB. 
As  no  farther  notice  is  taken  of  this  caufe^  we  tmy  prer 
iurne,  that  Vaeenus  received  no  more  trouble,  either 
fromMAONys,  or  the  Bithynians. 

The  feveral  epiftles  relating  to  Varen  us,  oug^ttohaVie 
been  placed  together,  and  to  nave  fucceeded  immediately  ^ 
the  ninth  cpiflle  of  the  fourth  book,  relating  to  JuLi^9 

SA£SU6. 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XL 

!» i  I N  y  /o  F  A  B  A  T  5  s,  bit  v^feJi  gfan^^atbtPn 

YOU  arc  lurerbc^,  diat  my  fijrfmta  Hirmm 
has  Ibid  to  CpR$L(.iA,  for  fpyefl  huiKjred  thour 
liz^nd  fefterc€S  %  tte  five  twelfths,  gf  my  lands  of  iiiHe- 
ntaiu^e,  which  I  ordered  tp  be  exp'ofed  %o  fal^  :  and 
that  he  fhould  take  fuch  a  ftep,  wkhout  w^tiHg  for 
the  time  of  public  auftion.  You  add,  that  they  might 
have  been  fold  for  v\JLm  hundred  thouf^od  fefterce^  ^ 
And  you  arc  therefore  the  more  inquifltive  to  know, 
wh^th^r  I  would  ratify  the  agreement.  •  Moft  afiiued- 
ly  L  confirm  it.  Hearken  to  my  reafons  ;  bectufe  I 
wax  not  only  defirous  of  your  approbation,  but  alfo 
^ih  to  ftand  excuied  to  my  (;ohdrs,  as  haying  afbcd 
fepaicately  from  thejn  ifl  this  aff^r.    My  inducement 

hgs ,  been  d,  fiipmor.  i^uty.    I  hold  Coreuia  in  thp 

Im^  4£gn^  <^i  ^e^Qi>  ^nil  r^I^  ^  ^ril,  as  the 
£^  9f  Qq^ii^w%  RuFus,  wWe  xmvaorf  is  iaicred 
CO  me  :  Then  again,  as  the  int^matie  friend  of  my  mo« 
tko^.  The  iln3:eft  union  between  me  and  her  hufband 
MiNiffTiuis  JujTus,  a  nvtn  of  ?l  moft  excellent  diipo* 
IHion,  has  fiibMed  for  njany  years  paft.    My  friend- 

Ihio  to  h^r.foo  hw  bee9  m  lew  •,  for  which  rc^fon^  I 
^ppo^  oirer  the  Kames,  which  I 

^athifaited  ai  {^:^or»  When  I  w«5  w^  her  l^y,  ihc 
exprefifed  a  defire  to  h^ve  ibme  nbce  upon  the  borden 
of^our  Larian  lake.  I  ofFeifed  her,  at  her  own  pricci 
any  part  of  my  farms,  which  fhe  pleafed  to  chufe, 
except  fuch,.  as  had  belonged  to  niy  father  and  mo^ 
ther  \  for  thp^  \  cajiQpt  §M^n  pat]:  with  to  Cqrellia* 
As  foon  therefore  as  an  inheritance  fell  to  me,  in  * 
which  were  the  fjeld?  you  montjon^^  J  wrote  to  let 
Ij^'toiow  they  ^vere'  to  be  fold.  Hermes'  car-' 
ffed  my  letter ;  and  m  obedience  to  her  compiands, 
ifpmecftatdly  cgivveyed  to  hcr  ?ny' proportion.    Yop 

7i!A%4'>idtb  5651  /.  poy.  loi/.-   •  Vfiqual  to  7265/.  i»/.  6/. 

lee 
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fee  how  ftrongly  I  am  obliged  to  ratify  an  aft,  in 
which  my  frccoman  has  followed  niy  own  fcnti- 
mcnts.  It  remains^  that  my  coheirs  mould  not  be 
dlfplcafed,  that  I  fold,  without  their  concurrence,  an 
cftatc,  of  which  the  right  of  difoofal  was  entirely 
ihinc.  They  are  not  bound  to  .foll6w  liiy  example  j 
for  they  have  not  the  fame  ties  of  duty'^towaids  Co- 
jREUiA.  They  njay  therefore  purfiie  their  own  ad- 
vantage. I  have  prciferred  my  mehdlhip  to  my  inte-. 
reft.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

/  .         .  .       .     ■  ... 

This'  epiftle  is  manifefthr  in  anfwer  to  a  letter  received, 
from  Fabatus,  in  wUch  be  bad  expreflbd  -  a  furprize,.  not 
perhaps,  v^ithout  fome  degree  of.  aiiger,  that  certain  lands 
belonginff  to  Pjliny  had  been  (old  by  Hermes  at  afi  undeip 
rate,  int  manner,  in  which  Pliny  juftifies  his  freedman, 
and  exprefles  his  re^rd  for  Corellia,  fhews  the  fenti* 
m^nts  of  his  heart  to  have  been  f^lr  fuperior  to  any  private 
advantage.  His  gcnerofity  appears  in  fo  many  various  K^ts 
throughout  his  epifUes,  that  not  a  line  more  need  be  added 
upon  *  that  fubjed.  His  general  motto  was  the  conchiding 
fpntencfs  to  Pabatus,  Pr^^  utilitaU  mibi  fiat  amidtia: 
^}  Friendflup,  in  my  mind,  feems  preferable  to  intereft." 
^  It  is  plain  from  this  epiftle»  that  the  land  was  left  among; 
coheirs,  and  by  the  words,  pro'tneo  juincuncij  that  five 
fWfelfths  b^  the  I7X, .  the  whole  inhdritsUice,  were  left  to 
PtiNTj^vrfia^  appears  as  folicitous  to  excufe  himfelf  to  liw 
ebheir»3r%s  td  fatis^  Fabatus  :  it  is  more  than  poffible^ 
that  thiy/diffisred  n-om  him  entirely  in  tbeir  manner  ^ 
a£Ung. 

E PIS  T  L E  xn,: 

P  L  I  N  y   /p  M  I  N  I  C  I  u  5, 

IHE  little  book  kcompoied  by  me,  asyoudttir 

fired  •,  that  your  friend,  or  rather  our  ^end;^ 

|i^what  is  not  common  between  us  ?)  if  his  afiairs 

fo  requirci  may  make  uie  of  it    I  have  defignedly 
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iimt  It  late,  that  you  ihay  not  have  time  for  emenda- 
tion, or,  in  other  words,  for  deftruftion.  I  knoW 
not  whether  ^rou  will  find  many  particulars  to  amend : 
four  devaftations  will  certainly  be  great,  according,  to 
th^  method  puriued  by  all  evil  critics  S  fuch  as  you,: 
6(.  retrenchin|E  the  beft  jpafB^.  But  if  you  a£t  this 
part,  I  ihall  eSoem  it  a  benefit  ^  for  I  Ihall  afterwards,' 
upon  fome  occafion  or  other,  make  ufe  of  thofe  iden^ 
tical  paifages,  as  my  own  property  ;  and  I  fhall  owe 
my  applaules  to .  your  fqueamifhnefs.  Such  will  be 
the  fate  of  the  notes  in  the  margin,  and  the  ientences 
interlined  differently  from  the  reft;  For,  as  I  fufpeft- 
ed,  that  you  might  imagine  a  performance  too  ponob 
pous,  if  it  founded'hi^,  and  was  fliblime ;  I  thoi^t 
it  not  improper,  in  hopes  of  leffinif^  your'uneafinefiy 
to:  make  ibme  additions  in  a  cloier  and  more  humble, 
or  rather  in  a  worfc  and  more  lowly  flfain  ;  which,  I 
am^xertain,  will  .be  much  more  acceptable  to  your 
judjgement.  Why  fhould  not  I  in  iias  manner  arraign^' 
and:  pdrfecute  the  poverty  of  your  gpraus  ?  .^ 

.  Tiius  far,  to  make  you  laugh  amidft  your  grave 
employments.  Now  one  ferious  word.  Take  care 
to  repay  me  the  expence,  which  I  have  been  at,  in 
fending  a  fpecial  meflenger  with  this  work.  From  this 
circuniflance,  you  will  moft  certainly,  as  fopn  as  pu  ' 
l^ave  TCdd  the  book,  not  only  condemn  part,  but  thf 
whole  perfcH-mance :  and  you  will  not  even  allow  it 
io  be  of  the  kaft  value,  when  you  are  to  pay  for  tbt 
.value  of  it.    Adieu.  . 

OBSERVATlbKS. 

There  is  no  ihanhef  of  writing,  that  lels  b^bmes  PtiMY, 
or  is  lefs  adapted  to  his  genius,  than  the  joC'ofe  ironical  ftyle, 
iriiidi  lie  fometiraeB;  not  Qften.  indeed;  aflUmei*  This'let* 
tOV  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  is  in  that  diale£l,  and 
ii|,  .JKfidcs^  written  in  fo  dark  a  manner,  and  lipon.^:^  tdffing 

*]Ux^{1}^ol9maU  et  ittfeCcc»  semaGitorcs*' 
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aiiibjea:,  tbA  ve  are  ntithcr  aU^  par  ddlTOiM  W  n^nv^ 
the  myftcry.  But,  if,  we  ctn  luppofc  the  raillery  Wopoty 
aH>lied,  yet  ttie  zeft  of'it  is  eiltircly  Idl.to  the  pramt  af^ 


aay  particuhis  of  MKMieius  hidtfetf.  This  ti  iHitr'c^ 
^tftle  extant  to  hiih ;  and,  if  this  WttHt-hiM  b«»  iiBtkdy 
lofjit  sot-  die  leaft  gntih  c€.PLi«T's.big)i  tqnitatioA*  M  a 
.vnitcr}  would  ba>e  pefi&ed  with  it. 

■  '?'''  Ve>-1;6^T  hE  .'xill.  ,  ■  • 
..;  _.    'f*t'iSy  /i  Julius, if^iiox.  .;■.'..:. 

^fL^<S UK  letter  is  aE  Dnce  iah  «Biuwot  i»f  yoaq- 
j[  .:i^yingy  aod  aoc  ftudyii^  !  wiitt«  70U  find^ 
cqiginatically :  trat-t  -tiU  I  -4»i^aiA  tigr  fcatimeitti 
pjore.tiJftiniBy.  ■      .     .  ^  ■ 

.,  ,Vour  lecter.^kHies,  thatfwlhidy'i'bul^at^'fafae 
tune  is  fo  DoUte,  dutitcw  Oti^te-i^^fitAiif.Ute'- 
fatQre.  Yfiu  xa>^-otkerwile%cAip«rlori»  tf  filatH- 
kind,  if  fuch  pFodu&ioiis  wuv  tho  fniits^  6(  kUdikete, 
aod  ea&.    Ameu.  .    ,    ' 

b  j|  S  E  R  V  AT  1  ON  S.        ,:■:;: 

' '  'ttlS  Te*  lifierf  lu^ded  to  Ferox  *  jiught  be  a  Itmdard 
fcr  tfiiftoJaty  [Wllteflffi.  TitSr  chief  bwOty  confifts  in  the 
^Srfy^bndfiadrrtf  tfe'  comifliiitisft ;  \anch  is  fo  very  ddf- 
tafcy  -luitl-jFU  lb  «M7  Hattttali  ^hoC'td'Kai^  ^d  mcfb,  would 
have  been  impoffible,  and  to  have  faid  kfi^  would  have  been 
impraper.  I  /lonfefs  I  own  myfeif  not  only  furprizcd,  but 
difappointed,  when  -I  iind  PiiBT'etrifig  fto^  this  cleganc^ 
and  nmning  liito'  ah  enigmatical  vein  of  aScftetion,  that, 
lilF^  all  other  riddlet,  is  fcaice  wtwth  th*  J»lwir'.of  «K|pbll- 
tidn.  The  epidle  preceding  tl^t  ,te  ,f*iKox  .««a  )«fitiic^ 
tA~<b^tftyle.  ^ucha  vane^(^caBdud'eQl^«lli--)^:iB«B> 

'  T*  fLiNT  inentM^  '}iai.if/i  F^abs  to  TaajMi,  as  s  -^fth  flf 
^^fat  ailHnaibii,"  in  the  25th  epiftle  of  the  loth  book.  There 
u  only  this  epiftle  extant  |o  him. 
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fif ,  a  very  old  obfervatioiiy  Ths^  a  man  difien  monr  Stota 
tiinlelfy  thai^  from  all  the  reft  of  manlciad. 

B  P  I  S  T  L  E    XIV. 

>  • 

Pliny  to  Gorellia  Hispulla, 


i  % 


■      ■  ■  *  •  .  • 

YOU  afib  indeed  moft  honourably  in  defirii^ 
and  eamefily  preffing  me,  to  accept  your  pay^ 
ihent  for  the  fields,  not  at  the  rate  of  feven  hundred 
diOuTand  fefterces,  for  which  you  agreed  with  my 
IrMdmaiti  but  at  the  rate  of  ninfe  hundred  thoufand 
feftenccs  %  according  to  the  jpurchafe  you  made,  of 
th^  tWentieiii  part,  Trooi  the  wrmers  of  the  revenue  \ 
I^  my,  turn  t  mqH  defire,  and  eamdtiy  pre&  you,  to 
iyu>fiaer»,  not  pnlv  the  part,^  which  you  are  to  aA,  but 
the  part  alfo,  which  I  am  to  fuftain.  Petthit  tti^ 
ttofi  dns  langte  oc(»fibn,  t6  refufe  your  reqbeft, 
fi^< '^  ^&me  <!i^fitiph  of  inind,  which  has  6ve^ 
&!M^tiM'  miy  lA  m  odier  tfiftaiictSs,  to  obey  yoik 
Adieu. 

'  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  turn  of  ^s  eptftle  is  rle^t ;  the  generofity  of  it 
admirable ;  add  the  language,  in  the  original,  particularlv 
polite.  .  It  is  moft  in^roperlyfepairatedA'oin  the  cjeventn 
epiftte  of  this  6ook,  by  which  we  fuid,  Fabatus  had  ex- 
prefied  great  furprize,  that  Pliny  fhould  have  fuffered  ao 
«fike  to  Hb  fbitt  at  an  under  Vsdue.  Fab atus,  in  alPpri^ 
bability^   fiifpe^^  fome  CoUufion  between  Hbrmi^  ,aiki 

C&]t£;.iXA  ; :  6ut  thie  charadict  of  Coftii.LiA  ist:l6ared:Qit 

•    ■  •  ■        ' 

""^  See  die  i  it£  J^^lc  ; ,  and  the  note  wkeve  the  fefterce^are  xe^ 

\  .^The  fnttidfliipi)4twcta  PiimyimdC^^  appleafB  Oy^ 

jd  ep.  of  book  %.    She  was  dalighier  of  Hi3PVlx.a  and  G^itfft* 

tius  ^Vfus.    See  hook*  r,  qp,  is. .  Plisly  never  meAtidm  her 
it  ff^  the  utmoR  aifliCt^^  ^ 

ctiXfTCij 


■»  .  y      >. 
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^tirtfy  by  thb  epiftle;  and  (he  appears  to  us  of  a  difpoCddtf 
equally  generous  with  Pliny  hiimblf.       ' 

^uanti  a  publicanls  partem  viceftmam  emijii  :  **  The  twen- 
**  tieth  part  purchafed  byyou  fjpm  the  pubHcans/'  The 
publicans  were  officers  of  the  revenue  at  Rome.  They 
were. employed  to  receive  the  publ|jc  money, _ai\d  to  ^ther 
in  the  taxes,  which  were  impofed  upon  the  people.  They 
are  fpoken  of  by  Tully  in  the  hjgheft  terms ; .  and^repre^ 
Jfented  as  the  Jhwer  bfihe  Raman  kitt^Sy  ihi  ornament  of-the 
city^  andthifupport  of  the  commomviitkh  K  Thev  bear  a  very 
different  character  in  the  New  Teftan^ent ;  .ana  are:  always 
put  upon  a  level  with  the  harlot,  the  heathen,  and  the.fin-* 
nen  The  Jews,  who  called  themfelves  a  free  people,'  hel<I 
thefe  commiffioners  in  the  utnioft  abhorrence.  The  public 
cans  in  the  provinces  were  farmers  of  the  cufioms,  men  of 
power  and  fortune  in  th^ir  feveral  diftrii^ ;  but  their  depur 
ties  were  of  low  extraction,  and  through*  indigence;  or 
knavery;  were  guilty  of  fudi  opp^effive  vidktfOAS^  as  to 
reader  their  nanxe  sad  epipki^ent  deteftable:  fothat  Thb»- 
OCRITUS  -being  diked,  which  Was  the  moft  cruel  of  .ail 
I^e^ifts,  replied,  ^^  Among  the  beaftsof  tbe  wildeme(s»  thei 
^^  bear  and  the  lion  ;  among  the  ticafi^  of  the;  c^ity^  the 
^  pubUcart  and  the  parafite?* 

*  Flos  equitum  Romanorum,  ornamentum  a*VftatiSf  firmamentum 
reifub,  puhlicangrum  of  dine  continetur,     Cic,  »pro  CA.  Plancio* 

E  PI  S  T  L  E     XV. 

Puny  to  PoMpfeius  SAxtfRNiNtrs. 

•        .  .■■.■. 

DO  you  enquire  how  I  pafs  my  time ?  Itisdc- 
.yoted:to  my  duty  in  the  manner  you  petnem«r 
ber.  I  am  employed  in  little  fervice^  for  my  fnmdni 
I  ftudy  fometimes.  I  dare  not  fay  my  life  would  .be 
better,  but  certainly  it  would  be  happier^  if  my  ^« 
dies  were  my  conftant  ami  oidy  employments.  <  . 
'  I  ihould  be  much  giieved  to  find  you  continually 
engaged  in  a  manner^  to -which  ycmr  inclinations  are 
abfolutely  averfe,  were  not  thofe  engagements  highly 
honoufable.    For  certainly^  to  xnanage  the  great  a^• 

fairs 
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fUrs  of  the  public^  and  to  pacify  the  animofities  afifirig 
between  private  iriends,  is  a  part^  that  demands  the 
higheft  applaufe. 

I  was  convinced,  that  the  converfation  of  Priscus 
would  be  entirely  agreeable  to  you.  His  politeneii 
and  fincerity  had  been  long  known  to  me.  Many 
inflances  of  his  gratitude  had  not  fallen  in  my  way. 
I  now  find  the  excels  of  it,  fince  I  learn  from  you^ 
that  the  little  kindnef&s  I  have  done  him»  are  (o  weU 
eftabliihed  in  his  menK>ry.    FareweU. 

OBSERVATIONS* 

We  have  feen  in  this  book  a  preceding  epiftle  to  SAtt/ft« 
NINUS  ••  This  epiftle  ou^t  to  have  followed  it,  as  bodt 
are  inftances  of  a  iincere  afFe£Uon  between  Pliny  and  his 
1^0  friends,  Priscus  and  Saturninus  ;  the  latter,  of 
Whom  bears  a  moft  remarkable  character ;  for,  as  Plinx 
hi^e  obfenres,  RihuUicse  mgotia  curare^  et  dijceptare  inttr 
amic$S9  laudt£gmmmum  ift  :  ^  To  govern  the  am&s  of  ftate, 
*^  and  to  ftifle '  altercations,  tfa^  are  apt  fomedmes  to  ari(e 
*^  between  particular  friends,  is  a  part,  that  defers  the 
**  utmoft  applaufe/'  In  the  performance  of  it,  great  abi«> 
lities  of  mind  are  required,  and  no  lefs  benevolence  of  heartt 

»  Epiftle  7th. 

EPISTLE    XVL 

Pliny  /«>  F  a  b  a  t  u  s,  ifew  nmfii  grandfather^ 

IAlestrios  Tyro  is  one  of  tdj  moft  familiair 
friends.  Our  private  and  public  employmenti 
hftVe  attached  us  to  each  oth6r*  We  wtre  in  the 
army  together.  We  were  qudsftors  to  Caesar  at  the 
ianie  time.  As  he  had  children^  he  had  the  right  of 
receding  me  in  the  tribunefliip.  In  the  praet^ihip 
Pfucceeded  him :  the  empo'or  excufed  me  in  point  of 
Hfgt^  I  have  often  been  at  his  country  hpufes,  and  un ' 
der  my  roof  he  has  as  often  fouiul  benefit  in  his  healths 
Vol.  DL  \  As 
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As  he  is  conftituted  proconful  of  Andalufta^  Tie  4S 
going  to  that  province  through  ^icinum ».  I  hope, 
nay  I  aip  confident,  that  I  can  eafily  prevail  upon 
him,  to  turn  out  of  his  road  to  wait  upon  you^  if 
you  are  willing  to  give  entire  freedom  to  thofe  flaves, 
TO  whom,  in  prefence  of  your  friends,  you  lately 
gave  itianumiffion.  Be  under  no  apprehenfions  of 
troubling  Tyro.  He  would  go  round  the  world 
with  pleafure  to  ferve  me.  In  this  cafe  therefore,  lay 
afide  any  excefsof  modefly,  and  let  your  own  incli- 
nations guide  you.  He  has  as  much  fatisfadbion  in 
obeying  my  commands,  as  I  have  in  obeying  yours. 
Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

.  Calestriuw  T  "^"^ovi  em  familiar  IJJim}  diligo :  "  Ihave 
•*  a  moff.particular  refpeftfor  Cai^estrius  Tyro,"  THq 
firft  epiftle  of  ^  fixth  book  is  a  very  ftrong  demonftration 
of  the  fri^ndfliip  fuhfiftinff  between  Pliny  and  Calestriu« 
Ty HP,  whom  we  iiqw  nnd  appointed  prpconful  of  Boetica, 
He  ha4  ^Irep^dy  paflfed  through  the  offices  of  quaeftor,  of 
tribvMie,  and  of  praetor.  In  the  beginning  of  the  republic  it. 
was  heceflary,  tnat  all  proconfuls  of  provinces  fliould  firft 
have  exercifed  the  dignity  of  conful  at  Rome :  the  obfervance 
of  this  cuftom  was  afterwards  entirely  laid  afide ;  but  the 
name  and  power  were  continued  to  the  provincial  governors. 
Simul  quisfiins  Cjesaris  fkimus.  The  commentators 
are  of  opinion,  that  quisftores  C-flss  aris  fignify  fecretaries  to 
C^SAR,  ^^mdem  quitflwes  principis  diSfi^  item  candtdati 
principis^  qui  libris  prtncipalibus  (u  e,  orationibus)  in  fenatu 
Ugendfs  v^ftak^nt:-:  *^  3uch  p^fo|=is,  whofe  employment  if 
f'  was  to  read  th^erppprpr's  i^pecches  in  the  fenate,  ,were 
**  called  the  empejryi^s  qiiaeft^^rs.  or  die  empergi^s  candidikefJ** 
They  refer  tQ  TACitt/s,  who,  in  the  fixteenth  book  6f 
his  annals  \  fays,;  Oratio  prin^cipk  per  qn^florem  ejus  au/Sid 
•ft>  ♦*  The  emperop^s  ({)eeeh^wa9  ocJivcfed  in  the  feriatc  by 
^  his  quaefter."  The  canedidtiti  frirfcipisy  in  the  general  ac^ 
feptation  of  the  ^xprcffion,  wcirfuch.od(ficcr$  of  his  houfj 
bodd^  whom  ^  emperor  peffoii^y  reconunended.  fqr  great 

•    •-  '•■■•.'       *  ■  •■■' 

•  Favia  in  MIdn, ''  '\  V  Cap.  "25^.    *  ^ 

•V.   .  '  '   employ- 
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te>lo7ment8'  in  the  ftate.    A'^ftoih  hitttiduced  \>y  Air099- 
TUB,  and  oontiimtd  by  Aicceeding  pnnc:i». 

In  tritunittu  ittifrirum  j^e  praceffit:  •<  Thfe  tKbtineifti!^ 
•*^  w^  aUotttd  to  htm,  by  die  right  he  had  ui  haVing  diil- 
"  drcn."  Pliny  had  ho  children.  Cal-estIiius  TtRd, 
Who  was  a  parent,  had  a  right  to  precede  hiih.in  the  tribuhie- 
ifliip  by  die  Pappian  law.  The  particulatis  erf*  this  lawtervls 
been  elfewhej^  very  fiJly  eiq)laihed  *. 

Ego  ilium  in  pratura  fum  confecutus^   cum  mihi  CiESAR  afi* 
num  remiftjfet  :   **  I  fucceeded  Tyro  as  praetor,  the  empe- 
**  peror  not  having  infifted  upon  my  age,  which  was  then 
•'  not  adequate  to  the  legal  time  for  pofreifehg  that  magi- 
*'  ftracy/*    By  the  eleventh  epiftle  of  die  thini  book,   we 
know,  diat  Pliny  was  appointed  praetor  in  the  fame  year 
when  the  philofophers  were  banifhed  Rome,   in  the  thirty 
l^end  year  of  his  age,  and  die  diirteehdiof  Domitiabt's 
reigh.     Whoever  was  eledted  praetor,  ought  by  law  t/j  fie 
ii^ii^  years  of  age ;    which  inftitudon  gives  fufficient  au- 
&i^pty  to  explain  the  words,  annum  umijijfety  in  a  diifisrent 
jinapnei-  from  the  literal  conftru£don,  be^aofe  Pliny  wanl- 
al'  qlght  years  of  the  fiifficient  age. 
,'  if/  voles  vindiSfa  liberare,  quos  prdxime  infer  amicbs  manumi" 
nfii^K  ^  If  you  arc  willing  to  give  entire  freedom  to  diol^ 
V.  t^Httn  you  have  already  ihanumitted  beibre  fome  of  ybifr 
4«-  ftieftds."    This   fefttence  fhews  the  difference  betweeh 
iht  vindiSfa^  and   die  manumijjio  inter  arnicas*    The  c&-e- 
^99^y..of  manumiifion  was  to  oe  performed  before  five  wit- 
n|i;fie%  who   were  to  teftify,   that  die  mafter,  putting  h^s 
l]an4    upon  the  head  of  his  flave,   had  pronounced  thefe 
.wjords,  hunc  hominem  Uherum  ejfe  volo  :   ''  It  is  my  will,  fliat 
if*  rfii^  mah  becomes  free."    Thus  was  die  Servus  exempted 
■ffdm  the  hard(hips  and  punifliments  of  flavery,  but  not  placed 
»^a'iiate  of  entire  liberty  ;    liber  traty  fed  non  in  liberfatK 
'""  abfcdute  freedom  wai  in  confequence  of  the  vindi^lOj  in 
3h  .the  memtmiffto  was  included.     For,  as  in  the  firft 

fe^  five  friends  only  need  be  prefent  s  in  the  fecond,  thp 
,£iiiie  words  were  to  be  pronounced  before  a  magiftrate  \^  if 
.Kl.^ome,  before  a  praetor  i  if  oi^t  of  Rome,  before  a  pror 
&iiiA4«  When  the  mafter  had  made  his  declaradon,  the 
ij^xM^  or  proconful,  holding  a  certain  wand  in  his  band^ 

■  •  ■ 

~    *  inthe  obfcrvadons  upon  the  ijdi  ep.  of  die  id  book.    And 
'agaiA  in  the  obte.  apoa  ep.  isdi  of  d»i  41k  boek. 

I  %  caiSi^ 
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.called  vtndiSiaj  and  at  the  fame  time  raifing  his  voice,'  faid^ 
Aio  te  liberum  m^re  ^tritium :  *'  I^dedare  you  a  free  man, 
•«  acxxmling  to --the  cuftom  of  the-Roihans.''    Thefe  arc 

.die  chief  points  relatii^  to  the  vindi^ai  or  manner  of  pub- 
licly granting  all  the  pijvil^es  of  freedom  to  a  flave.  Fa- 
BATUs,  we  find,  intended  this  hcmour  and  indulgence  to 

joine  of  his  domeftics  ;  and  in  the  thirty  fecond  epiftle  of 
this  book,  we  are  toM,  he  put  thofe  intentions  into  execu- 

^on« 

EPISTLE    XVII. 
IPliny  to  Nonius  Celer. 

EVERY  rnan  has  his  reafbris  for  rehearfing.  My 
chief  inducement  is  to  receive  proper  criticifins 
upon  thofe  points,  as  may,  and  will  certainly,  fome- 
times,  efcape  my  dwn  notice.  I  am  therefore  much 
furprized  at  the  account  you  give  me,  that  Certain 
pcnons  objedt  againft  the  rehcarfals  of  my  ipeeches  i 
imlefs  they  are  deifirous,  that  fuch  performance*  fliould 
1}C  pubUfhed  particularly  incorreft.  I  would  willingly 
,alk  them,  why  they  allow  (if  indeed  they  make  fuch 
a  conceffion,)  that  niftory  may  be  rehearfed  ;  fince  it 
is  ib  far  from  being  oftentatious,  that  it  is  confined 
abfoljately  to  truth  and  fincerity  ?  Or  why  ftiould 
tragedy  be  read  jco  a  private  audience,  when  neither 
.the  fcenes  nor  the  aftors  can  be  introduced  ?  Or  why 
lyric  poetry,  which,  inftead  of  bein^  read,  (hould 
.  .be  fung  in  chorus  to  the  lyre.  ?  But  it  may  be .  an- 
fwered,  the  rehear&ls  of  fuch  pieces  are  eitabHfhed 
into  aaiftom.    Was  he  then  to  blame,  whb  intro- 

.  duced  it  ?  However,  the  method  of  reading  Ipeeches 
is  praftifed  both  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  To 
this  it  may  be  replied,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  rfeheiarie 

"afpcjech  after  it  has  been  Ipoken.  True;  ff  you 
immediately  rehearfe  it,  without  the  leaft  alteration, 

^to  the  fapie  perfons.  But,  if  you  make  feveral  irifer- 
tions  and  alterations, '  if  your  audience  be  not  the 

-^  -  •  -  ...  &me. 


r 


BOOK  vn.  133 

f 

,"  or,  if  it  be  the  fame,  provided  your  Ipeech  be 
not  repeated  till  after  a  long  interval,  is  not  die  reafon' 
as  plaufible  for  rehearfing  a  fpeech,  as  for  publifhing 
it  ?  But  again  it  may  be  obferved,  that  it  is  impro- 
bable a  fpeech  in  the  rehearfsd  fhould  ^ve  any  great 
iatisfadtion.     Here,  the  obje6tion  lies  againft  the  be** 
haviour  of  the  perfon  rehearfing,  not  againft  the  re- 
hearfal  itfelf.    For  my  own  part,  I  defire,  that  mv 
works,  rather  than  my  rehearfals,  may  be  praifca. 
For  this  reafon,  I  omit  no  kind  of  emendation  :  and 
firfl,  I  review  my  writings  by  myfelf ;  then  I  read 
them  to  two  or  three  friends  •,  then  I  give  them  to 
others  to  be  criticifed  ;  and,  if  I  have  the  leafl  doubt 
of  thofe  criticifms,  I  again  examine  them  in  company 
with  one  or  two  more.     LafUy,  I  rehearfe  before  a 
large  audience  -,  and  it  is  then,  if  you  will  believe 
me,  I  make  my  chief  correftions  ;  bccaufe  my  dili-- 
gcnce  encreafes  in  proportion  to  my  follicitude.     Cer- 
tainly the  befl  judgps  are  fear,   awe,  and  refpeft. 
Hearken,  till  I  difcufs  this  point.     If  you  are  to 
fi)eak  before  any  fingle  perfon,  although  he  were  ever 
fo  learned,  are  you  not  lefs  moved,  than  if  you  were 
to  Ipeak  before  a  multitude,  who  have  not  the  leaft 
grain  of  learning  ?  Arc  you  not  mofl  diffident  at  the 
time  when  you  rife  up  to  fpeak  ?  At  that  moment 
can  you  avoid  wilhing,  that  not  only  a  part  of  vour 
Speech,  but  every  fyllable  of  it  was  altered  ?  elpeci- 
aUy  if  the  fcene  is  more  enlarged,   and  the  croud 
more  extended:  under  fuch  circumflances,  the  low- 
efk,  and  mofl  abjedt  perfbns  are  revered  by  us.    If  at 
the  l)eginning  of  your  fpeech,  you  ima^e  you  diC* 
.  .  cover  difapprobation,  are  you  not  diijpirited  and  dif^ 
.concerted  r   I  think  diefc  apprehenfions  niuft  proceed 
.^iirom  an  ima^ation,  that  a  great  and  united  body  of 
■  :  people  form,  by  their  numbers,  one  certain  geneM 
'.  ,<jj)jnion  ;  and,  that  thofe  very  individuals,  who  would 
„ ,  \jc  indifferent  judges  when  feparate,  judge  admirably 
..when  together.     Thus  Pomponivs  SbcJundus,  the 

I  3  tra^Q 
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txaac  writer,  when  one  of  his  intkiute  friends  dlffiv^ 
qd  irom  him  in  retaining  or  txp^a^^ng  certain  parts 
of  his  works,  ufed  to  fay,  I  appeal  to  m  people  %  and 
then,  according  to  the  fiknce  or  apprpt^tion  of  the 
populace,  he  either  followed  his  own  fentimcnts,  or 
punued  the  contrary  advice  of  his  friends.    So  great 
»      dei^rence  did  he  pay  to  the  judge^ment  of  the  people^ 
Whedier  he  was  in  the  right,  or  in  thjs  wrong,  is 
not  my  enquiry.     For,  my  method  is  not  to  affon"* 
ble  the  whole  populace,  but  a  certain  feleft  numhsr, 
whom  I  reverence,   in  whom  I  have  a  confidence, 
^liom  I  honour,  and  of  who^i  I  ftand  in  awe,  when 
dvey  are  feparate,  or  together.     The  fentiment&  of 
TuLLY  concerning  the  pen  %  in  my  mind,  feem  apt- 
plicable  to  the  dread  of  fpeaking  in  public  :  Fear  is 
He  niceft  critic  in  the  world.     The  fear  of  rchearfing 
Corredb  our  rehearfals  *,  the  fear  of  entering  into  a 
pi^iblic  affcmbly  improves  us.    Our  pale  looks,  our- 
dreadful  thoughts,  our  timorous  circumipedtion,  arc 
^1  {b  many  emendations.    I  cannot  therefore  repent 
of  a  cuftom,  of  which  I  have  found  the  advantage  : 
npr  can  the  ti:ifling  objections  of  thefe  cavillers  deter 
sne  from  entreating  you  to  add,  if  poffible,  fome  new 
method,  thw  may  render  my  writings  ftiU  more  per- 
feft,    My  endeavours,  in  this,  particular,  are  never 
to  be  fadsfied.    The  great  hazard  of  fending  any 
Compolition    into   the  world  is  conftantly  in  my. 
thoughts  ;  and,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  any  work, 
whiw  you  are  defirous  may  pleafe  univerfaUy,  and 
may  live  for  ever,  ought  to  oe  reviled  very  frequents 
ly,  and  by  a  great  number  of  friends,    FarewdL 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  this  epiftle  Pi,<ny  ftates  all  the  obje^ons,  that  can  be 
made,  a^nft  rehearfals  of  fpeeches  to  a  fele^l  audience. 
He  attempts  to  anfWer  thoie  obje^ons  \  and  in  his  anfwer^ 

1  See  tiie  oUcrvatioiiB  on  this  epiftk. 

he 
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he  menticms  many  particulars,  that  muft  prdve  ufeful  and  ad- 
vantageous to  ^thors,  and  anttors  of  every  age.  He  repre- 
ients  fear  and  refpeft,  in  a  Ught,  that  may  {nromote  and  en^ 
courage  ek)quence  ;  and  he  pradtifes  deHcacy  and  corredtnefi 
to  a  degree,  that  ou^t  to  be  imitated,  and  that  cannot -b^ 
too  much  admired.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  epiftle  he 
alludes  to  a  fentence  in  Tully,  Nam  quad  M.  Cicero  de 
ftilo^  igo  de  metufentio  \  which,  without  explanation,  appears 
a  little  obfcure.  The  literal  tranflation  is,  ''  What  Cicero 
*'  fays  of  the  pen,  I  think  applicable  to  fear.'*  The  words 
of  Tully  are,  Stilus  ejl  optimus  et  prajiantijjimus  dicendi  ef^ 
fe^oTy  atque  magijier  * :  "  The  pen  is  the  beft,  and  tiie  moft 
*'  excellent  mdler,  juid  direilcM*  of  elocution.''  I  fcarce 
need  tell  you,  Charles,  that  the  book,  from  whence  this 
apophthegm  is  taken,  was  written  by  Tully,  at  the  requeft 
of  his  brother  Quintus,  who  differed  from  him  in  his  opi- 
nion concerning  eloquence^  Marcus  Quintus  alledges^ 
that  natural  abilities,  with  fome  experience,  are  ftifEcient  to 
make  a  compleat  oraton  Marcus  Tullius  notoalyre^- 
quires  abilities  in  an  orator,  but  an  entire  knowledge  of  afl 
the  liberal  arts  and.  fciences.  The  diibute  is-  maintained  iA 
the  way  of  dialogue.  The  opinion  of  Marcus  Cicbro  is 
defended  by  L.  Crassus  \  the  opinion  of  Quintus,  by 
M.  Anthony  ^  The  fentiments,  which  Px,iny  thinks  ap» 
plicable  to  fear,  are  delivered  by  Crassus,  to  this  purpoie. 
•'  Speeches  ought  not  only  to  be  premeditated,  but  to  be 
•'  written  :  A  method,  which  is  fo  laborious,  that  few  peo- 
♦*  pie  pradife  it.  OUR  PENS  ARE  OUR  BEST  MA- 
««  STERS  IN  ELOQUENCE-  The  oratory  who  exercifcs 
**  himfelf  in  a  conftant  praftice  of  writing  down  his  dioughts 
^*  ^d  arguments,  will,  if  required,  fpeak  immediately  with 
*'  great  eafc,  and  without  the  trouble  of  premeditation  *•'*   * 

•CiCERo  de  Oratorc,  lib.  i.  cap.  33. 

^  CoTTA,  SuLPiTius,  and  others,  are  introduced  into  the  dia^ 
logae.      ^ 

^  Sluamahrem  in  ifiis  ipjis  excrcttaHonihuSf  etfi  utile  efi,  etiamfubiA 
fitpe  dicerey  t.amen  illud  utilius^  fumptoj^atio  ad  cogitandum^  para^ 
tiiUi  atque  accuratius  dicere*  Caput  autem  efly  quod  (ut  *vere  dicam) 
ndaim^  facimus  (efi  enifn  magni  iahoris,  quern  piei^quefugimus)'  quam 
plurimtm  Jcrihere.  STILUS  OFTIMUS,  ET  PRjESTANTISSSI. 
mis  DICENDI  EFFECTOR,  JC  MAGISTER :  neque  injuria, 
ifam  fi fuhitam  et  firtuitam  orationem  commentatio  i^  cogitailo  facile 
mncit\  banc  ipfam  profe&i  ajjidua  ac^iiigens  feriptttra/uperabit, 

14-  Puny, 
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Pl^lHVf  by  the  expreflion,  Timor  eft  enundator  afperrimusi 
.**  Fear  is  a  critic  of  great  fevcrity,"  feems  to  eftablifh  fuch 
a  rule  in  favour  of  reverential  awe  due  to  a  public  audience^ 
that  a  true  orator  ought  either  to  be  naturally  modeft>  or  to 
afiiune  the  appearance  of  that  virtue. 

EPISTLE    XVIIL 

P  L  I  N  Y   /^  C  A  N  I  N  I  U  S   R  U  F  U  8. 

YOU  aft  me,  in  what  manner  the  money,  which 
you  have  given  t6  my  fellow  citizens  for  an  an- 
nual feaft,  may  be  fecured  to  them  after  your  death  ? 
Your  enquiry  is  noble.  The  anfwer  to  it  is  difficult. 
Will  you  give  the  whok  fum  to  the  community  ?  In 
that  calc>  it  is  in  danger  of  being  fquandered.  Will 
you  give  land  ?  The  lands  belonging  to  the  public 
will  be  negledled.  Indeed  I  can  find  no  method  more 
cffe£hial,  than  that  which  I  puriiicd  myfelf 

I  had  promifed  fiive  hundred  thoufand  fefterces  % 
for  the  maintenance  of  perfons  of  both  fexes,  who 
were  bom  free  ^,1  conveyed  to  the  treafurer  of  the 
public  revenue  a  particular  pan  of  my  eftate  of  much 
greater  value.  He  reconveyed  the  fame  eftate  to  ine, 
referving  an  annual  rent  of  thu-ty  thoufand  fefterces  % 
By  thele  mieans  the  fund  is  fecured  to  the  community, 
to  whom  the  profit  arifir^  from  the  land  is  rendered 
certain  y  and  the  land  itfelf,  as  it  is  of  fo  much  higher 
Vtthie  than  the  rent  referved,  will  always  find  a  pro- 
prietor. 

I  am  convinced,  that  by  this  method  I  have  loft 
fcmething  more  than  I  appear  to  have  beftowed,  fincQ 
the  neceffity  of  paying  the  referved  rent  muft  diminifh 
the  value  pf  fo  fair  an  eftate.  But  the  benefit  of  tlw 
public  is  tp  be  prefcrj^ed  to  private  Jntcrcft ;  and  gifisj^ 

•  Equal  to  4036  L  gs,  zd, 

^  In  qlinunta  inginuorum^ingpmmtHmfu^     £^  the  obfervatiQns, 
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that  are  moll  duraUc,  to  thofe  of  a  ihorter  duration. 
Our  benefa£tions  ought  to  be  c<»ifidered  by  us  more 
.attentively,  than  the  income  of  our  eftates.   Farewell/ 

OBSERVATIONS.  ^ 

By  looking  back  to  the  third  epiftle  of  the  firft  book^  -Tft 
(hall  find,  that  Caninius  Rufus  was  particularly  fond  of 
his  villa  near  Comiim.  Pliky  begins  diat  letter,  ^id  Cin 
mum  tute  meaque  delicia  ?  and  then  in  a  feries  of  interroga-  . 
trons  continues  to  defcribe  the  beauties  of  the  place,  as 
adorned  and  improved  by  CaniKius.  But  in  whatever  de- 
gree RuFUS  might  excel  in  the  art  of  building,  or  in  die 
ornamental  difpoition  of  his  houfe  and  gardens,  his  judge* 
ment  is  certainly  to  be  arraigned  in  die  art  of  ^ving  \  as 
af4)eairs  by  this  particular  benefaction  to  die  inh^itantsof 
Cmum.  1  he  debaucheries  of  feafiing,  and  the  revels  of  an 
annual  holiday,  muft  have  been  the  eSe6b  of  his  generofity, 
and  the  original  defign  muft  have  ended  inf  a  yearly  foun-' 
dation  for  riot  and  inebriety.  Hqw  much  more  beneficiai 
was  the  munificence  of  Puny  ?  An  annual  fupport  for 
children  well  born  muft  have  proved  of  infinite  benefit  to 
die  commonwealth.  The  fruits  of  virtue  muft  have  arifen 
from  fuch  fecfds  ;  as  on  the  odier  hand,  vice  and  idleneft 
would  have  be^n  noviriihedy  by  a  perpetual  eftabliihment  of 
luxury  ahd  excdTs. 

In  alimenta  ingemurum  ingenuarumqu0  :  ^^  For  the  mainte- 
*>  nance  of  young  men  and  women  of  good  extrafUbn.** 
^Tiis  particular  piece  of  munificence  in  Pliny  to  the  Nov§» 
cminfts  is  mentioned  by  him  in  die  eighth  epiftle  of  the  firft 
book,  where  he  tells  Pompeius  Saturninus,  N$nludoi 
aut  gladiatoTis^  Jei  annuos  fumptus  in  alinunta  ingenwrum  p^l-* 
licebamur :  ^^  Inftead  of  games,  or.  gladiators,  I  allotted  a 
<*  certain  fubfiftence  for  young  perfons,  who  were  fi^e-bom.** 
The  gift  of  Pjliny  was  not  extended  to  perfons,  whofe  prer<^ 
d^efibrs  were  fo  entirely  free-born,  that  diey  had  never  been 
in  a  ftate  of  flavery :  it  was  appropriated  only  t<>  the  ingemn^ 
whofe  parents,  eidier  father  or  mother,  were  free,  but  whofe 
anceftors  had  been  flaves  s  a  defcent,  which  entided  them  to 
give  their  votes,  and  enjoy  ofiices  in  the  ftate. 


Amiipiit; 
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•'  At9r  ipfe prBpter  idj  fuoi  V0£iigallargejiipircurrifj  femp& 
ibmtmmh  ^  f  ^  Miraatur^  iimniet  :  ^^  Tbe  land  itfelt,  j»  It 
^  is  of  i(i  mudi  higher  a  value,  than  tibe  rent  refcrved^  will 
**  never  want  a  proprietor."  This  fentence  requires  fonie 
explanation.  The  meaning  of  it  feems  to  be.  That,  if 
Pliny,  or  any  future*  {^oprietor  of  the  eftate  fhould  have 
an  inclination  to  fell  thefe  lands,  he  could  not  fail  of  a  pur* 
chafer,  fince  the  certain  income  was  annually  much  more, 
than  the  rent  referved  to  the  community.  To  illuftrate  this 
interpretation,  if  we  fuppofe  the  rent-roll  of  this  eftate  to  he 
four  hundred  pounds  a  year,  as  the  income,  appropriated  t» 
tbe  ingenui  was  only  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  ^  the  re^- 
ipainder,  of  above  one  hundred  and  fixty  poimds  a  year,,  was 
anfwerable  to  all  incidents  and  outgoings :  which  occaiions 
Pliny  to  obferve,  immediatehr  afterwards  %  that  he  fhould 
be  a  lofer  in  the  fale  of  an  eftate,  tihe  greater  part  of  which 
was  devoted  to  a  certain  and  indifputable  rent  charge  ; 
while  the  lefler  part  was  left  liable  to  events  and  lofles  of 
every  kind* 

•  Nee  ignoro  me  plus,  &c. 

EPISTLE     XIX. 
Pliny /^  NeratiusPrisgus* 

1r  AM  extremely  concerned  at  the  illnefs  of  Fan- 
\  NiA  5  occafioned  by  her  attendance  (which  wai 
rft  voluntary,  afterwards  at  the  command  of  the 
high  priefts)  upon  Junia  Virginia  her  relation.  If 
the  veflal  virgms>  by  excefs  of  ill  health,  are  obliged 
to  quit  the  temple  of  their  goddels,  they  are  placed 
in  the  care  and  cuftody  of  matrons.  While  Fannia 
was  performing  her  duty  in  that  charadier,  flic  con- 
traded  her  prefent  dangerous  indifpofition.  She  has 
9  continued  fever,  her  cough  encreafes,  flie  is  yery 
much  emaciated,  and  has  frequent  fits  of  fainting  y 
but  ftill  preferves  a  greatnels  of  foul,  and  a  vivacity 
of  lpirit,.that  might  become  her  Jiulb^nd  HLelvidius, 
»nd  her  father  Thrasea.  All  the  reft  of  her  facul- 
ties 
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t)QS  ai^  w^tftiog  ;  fo  that  I  am  at  once  in  fear,  and  in 
grieif  fer  her.    I  muft.  grieve  to  fee  fo  excellent  a 
ii«€>nwi  fnacch^ed  from  the  eyes  of  Rome ;  and  muift 
dtqubt^  if  we  fliall  ever  behold  her  Kke  again.     How 
recnitrk^We  wsts  her  chaftity,  her  religion,  her  fenfe, 
her  fortitude  !  Twice  flie  followed  her  hufband  into 
bawihovent :  the  thiiKl  time  (he  was  banifhed  upon 
hb.  QfCCQ^unt ;  for  when  Seimecio  was  accufed  of  having 
written  the  life  of  HEtvibius,  he  faid  in  his  defence, 
ttot  hb  writings  were  compofed  at  the  earneft  requeft 
of  Fannia.     She  was  aCked  by  Metius  Carus,  in  a 
throttling  i^ajttner,  Ifjht  bad  made  that  requeft  ?  She 
anfwered  in  the.  affirmative.     If  Jhe  had  furrd/hed  him 
Wfh-  materials  ?  She  had.     If  her  mother  knew  of  the 
tranfaSions?  No,    Throughout  the  whole  examina- 
tion, Oie  did  not  betray,  by  her  anfwers,  any  appre- 
benfions  of  danger.     And  farther,  when  a  decree  of 
the  fenate,  from  the  conftraint  and  dread  then  preva- 
lent, confifcated  the  eftate,  and  ordered  the  hiftory  of 
Helvidius  to  be"  fupprefled,  fhe  ftill  retained  a  copy, 
and  made  thofe  books,  which  had  been  the  caufe  of 
her  exile,  the  cpmpanions  of  it.     She  was  chearful, 
affable,    aiid,    which  feldom  happens,    at  the  j&me 
time,  that  fhe  was  lovely,  Ihe  was  venerable.     Shei 
will  certainly  be  hereafter  an  example  to  all  wives; 
She  wijl  be  an  example  of  fortitude,  that  even  men 
may  follow.     We  look  upon  her  with  the  fame  Vene-r 
radon,  while  we  fee  her,  and  converfe  with  her,  aa 
wc  read,  ancient  hiftories  of  women,  who  have  hereto^ 
fore  a£ted  like  her.     To  my  eye  the  whole  family  ap»  ^ 
pears  like  a  falling  houfe,  torn  from  its  foundation,' 
and  burfbng  inco  ruins.     She  has  indeed  defcendants ; 
but  how  gteat  muft  be  their  virtues  and  atchieve- 
ments,  to  oonvini:e  us,  that  in  her  death  the  laft  of 
her  race  did  not  perifli  ?    One  particular  point  is  an 
additional  weight  to  my  anxiety  and  afflidion  ;   in 
^  lofs  of  Fanniajj  I  feem  once  more  to  lofe  her 

mothef  \ 
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0X>dier*:  The  inocher  of  this  moft  cxcdkik  woman  T 
(what  h^her  iUuftnoioQ  can  her  durader  leodve  ?) 
wiiom  the  datwhter  reprefented  ib  endly,  that  flie 
brou^t  back  her  ima«  to  us  ;  and  now  is  canying 
away  that  imag^  wim  her.  Thus  I  receive  new 
wounds  ^  and  my  old  wounds  bleed  a^iin.  I  le- 
vered botk  I  was  devoted  to  both.  I  know  not 
which  of  the  two  had  the  laj^eft  fhare  of  my  aflfeo 
tion  \  nor  were  either  of  them  willing  to  make  die 
diftin&ion.  In  their  prolperity  they  commanded  all' 
the  fcrvicc  in  my  power  :  dicy  commanded  it  no  lefe 
in  their  adverfity.  I  comforteid  them  in  their  banifli- 
oient.  \  revenged  their  injuries  at  thdr  return.  But 
thev  have  not  yet  received  the  equivalent,  that  I  owe ; 
ana  which  I  was  now  particularly  defirous  to  pay^  as 
the  preient  dmes  permitted  me  to  efieft  it.  I  have 
written  to  vou  under  this  load  of  caie.  If  fome 
deity  fhall  change  the  fcene  into  joy,  I  fHall  not  here^ 
after  complain  of  my  prefent  anxiety.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Particular  virtues  are  often  fucceffive  from  generation  to 

Sneratlon,  as  in  the  example  of  Fannia,  who  poflefled 
e  coura^  of  her  female  anceftors.    She  was  grandaughter 
of  the  firft,  and  daughter  of  die  fecond  Arria. 

From  an  expreflion  in  this  epiftle,  ac  mihi  domus  ipfa  nu- 
Uriy  €9HVklJkfue  fedibus  fuis  rutturafutra  videtur^  Uc€t  adbuc 
f9jlir9s  Meiti  ^^  This  iliuftrious  family  appears  now  to  me 
••  to  be  in  danger  of  ruin  :  for  although  (he  has  left  dc- 
•«  fcendants,  yet  her  death  feems  to  threaten  all  with  imine* 
*•  diate  deftrudion,  and' to  tear  up  the  very  foundations  of 
••  the  houfe  5'*  wi  may  conclude  we  had  children,  but  thcv 
are  not  in  any  manner  particularized  by  Pliny.  The  Hel- 
vidian  fifters,  deeply  lamented  by  him,  in  the  twenty  firft 
cpiftle  of  the  fourth  book,  were.tne  dau^ters  of  Helvipi- 
vs  the  younger,  by  his  wife  Anteia  K    If  they  had  been 

•  The  fecond  Arria  :  the  widow  of  Thrase a  PiET us.     Sec 
the  obiervations  on  ep.  16.  book  5. 
^  She  i«  mentioned  in  die  Qtk  hook,  ep.  13. 

the 
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the  daughters  of  Fannia,  it  is  fcarce  poffible,  that  Flint 
would  have  omitted  to  have  mentioned  their  mother  and 
grandmother  i  efpecially  as  thofe  two  ladies  were  fo  mudi 
extolled  by  him  in  this  letter. 

Fannia  was  the  mother-in-law  of  the  yoxmger  Hei,<» 
ViDius :  (he  was  the  fecond  wife  of  his  father  Helviioivs 
Priscus,  as  is  evident  from  an  expreffion  in  the  thirteenth 
cpiftle  of  the  ninth  book,  where  Pliny  (ays,  Foeraf  alhquh 
mihi  cum  HsLViDio  amcitia :  Fuerat  cum  Arria  et  Fan- 
KIA9  quarum  alttra  Helvidii  mverea^  altera  matcrnover^ 
€ie:  *^  I  had  always  entertained  a  particular  friendfhip  for 
^<  Helvidius  ;  nor  were  my  regards  lefs  Hncere  to  Arria 
^^  and  Fannia  :  The  latter  was  mother4n-law  toHELVi- 
*'  Dius  ;  the  former  was  mother  to  that  mother-in-law." 

It  is  impo&ble  not  to  be  inquifitive  after  every  circuni"* 
fiance  relating  to  fo  illuftrious  a  family.  The  Roman  ftory 
cannot  produce  any  other  inftance  c^  a  fucceflion  equally 
bri^t  in  heroes  and  heroines^  married  to  each  other }  but 
jnore  clofely  allied  by  their  virtues,  than  by  their  marri^et. 

Cjecinna  Foetus  married  the  firft  Arria, 
Thrasea  Pjetus  married  her  daughter,  the  (econd 

Arria. 
Helvidius  Priscvs  married  FanniA,  the  daughter 

of  the  fecond  Arria. 
Helvidius  the  younger  |fon  of  Helvidius  JPriscus 

by  his  firft  wifej  married  Antsia  * ;  by  whom  he 

had  a  fon  and  two  daughters  -,  [The  I^ihiJia/aroris.} 

Thus  ftands  the  genealogy  of  this  diftinguifhod  houie^  The 
children  of  Fannia  are  entirely  unknown :  Happy  perfMCp$ 
in  an  early- death,  or  in  an  entire  obfcurity ;  qnantis  tmm  trir^ 
uaibusy  quantifqui  fa^is  ajptquintur^  ut  hoc  nm  fuviffima  tO' 
ciderit?  '^For.  how  great  muft  be  their  virtues^  and  how 
^>  glorioua  their  actions,  y/fhen  ihe  Ihalt  not  appear  to  havc^ 
^^  been  the  laft,  in  ttie  annals  of  fame.?'* 

.  *  Ahteia  was  the  daughter  of  Publivs  Amteius.    See  t)ie 
dbferyations  ^n  ^e  1 5th  epiftle  of  book  9. 


A.       .  ■•  1      .  .-  ■«  •    1. 
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trag[c  wrkcfK  ^^  ^^  of  M^  ii^n^te  friends  dlfforn 
qi  irom  him  in  retaimng  or  tstp^v^ng  cert^  parts 
qI[  his  MTorks,  i^  to  fay,  Lapj^d^l.  to  ^  pcopk ;  ajid 
tt^,  accor^io^  to  the  iiknce  e^  approbation  o£  the 
pQpulace,  he  eicher  foUowed  hi^  own  &nti;]nienta»  or 
punu/^  th^  cojcitr^ry  advice  gf  his  friepds.    So  gccat 
»      de^^r^ce  did  he  pay  to  th^  judgeip^t  of  the  poopkv 
"V^hetber  he  was  in  the  right,  or  in  the  wrongy  is 
not  my  ei^uiry.     For,  my  method  is  not  to  ai&m-* 
l^  the  whc^e  populaoe,  but  a  certain  feled  number, 
whopx  I  reverence,   in  whom  I  have  a  confidence, 
w^om  I  honour,  and  of  whopi  I  fbn4  in  awe,  when 
tticy  are  feparate,  or  together.     The  fentiraents  of 
TfuLLY  concerning  the  pen  %  in  my  mind,  feem  ^pr. 
^icable  to  the  dread  of  fpeaking  in  public  :  Fear  is 
iil$  nueft  criticin  the  world.     The  fear  of  rchearfing 
correfts  our  rehearfals  •,  the  fear  of  entering  intp  a 
pi^lic  aflembly  improves  us.    Our  pale  looks,  our* 
dreadful  thou^ts,  our  timorous  circumfpediion,  arc 
§Jil  fo  many  emendations.    I  cannot  therefore  repeat 
of  a  cuftom,  of  which  I  have  found  the  advantage  : 
npr  can  the  tijifling  objections  of  thefe  cavillers  deter 
me  from  entreating  you  to  add,  if  pofSble,  fome  new 
method,  that  may  render  my  writings  ftill  more  per- 
fect,   My  endeavours,  in  this.  paj:ticular,  are  never 
'  Xf}  be  fatisfied..     The  great  hazard  of  fending  any 
Compofition    into   die  world  is  conftantly  in  my 
^ughts  ;  an4. 1  am  fuUy  perfuaded,  that  any  work, 
vhim  you  ai;e  defirous  may  pleafc  univerfally ,  and 
piay  live  for  ever,  ought  to  be  reyifed  very  frequent-: 
iy,  and  by  a  g^eat  nunpiber  of  friends,     Farewdi. 

Q5SIERVATI0NS, 

,  In  this  epiftle  Fi,ii^y  ftates  all  the  obje^ons,  that  can  h^ 
made,  againft  rehearfals  of  fpeeches  to  a  fele<9:  audience;. 
He  attempts  to  anAver  thoie  objediions  ;  and  in  his  anfwerB^^ 

^Scf|  tie  pblin^vttipnB  on  thU  epiftb.  ' 

•    '  '         ■  '    ^  ■'•"  he 
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he  mentkms  many  particulars,  that  muft  prove  ufeful  and  ad- 
vantageous to  ^diors,  and  orators  of  every  age.  He  repre- 
fents  fear  and  refpe£l,  in  a  Mght,  that  may  promote  and  en- 
courage ek>quence  i  and  he  pra£tifes  delicacy  and  corre£lneis 
to  a  degree,  that  ourfit  to  be  imitated,  and  that  cannot -b^ 
too  much  admired.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  epiftle  he 
alludes  to  a  fentence  in  Tully,  Nam  quad  IsA.  Cicero^ 
Jithj  ego  de  metufentio  ;  which,  without  explanation,  appears 
a  little  obfcure.  The  literal  tranflation  is,  "  What  Cicero 
*'  fays  of  the  pen,  I  think  applicable  to  fear."  The  words 
of  Tully  are,  Stilus  efl  optimus  et  prajiantiffimus  dicendi  ef^ 
feSfoTy  atque  maglfier  * :  ''  The  pen  is  the  beft,  and  the  moft 
<'  excellent  matter,  and  direilor  of  elocution.''  I  fcarce 
need  tell  you,  Charlejs,  that  the  book,  from  whence  this 
apophthegm  is  taken,  was  written  by  Tully,  at  the  requeft 
of  his  brother  Quintus,  who  differed  from  him  in  his  opi- 
nion concerning  eloquence*  Marcus  Quintus  alledges^ 
that  natural  abilities,  with  fome  experience,  are  flifficient  to 
make  a  compleat  orator.  Marcus  Tullius  not  only  re- 
quires abilities  in  an  orator,  but  an  entire  knowledge  of  ^ 
the  liberal  arts  and.  fciences.  The  difoute  is-  maintained  iA 
riie  way  of  dialogue.  The  opinion  of  Marcus  Cicbro  is 
defended  by  L.  Crassus  ;  the  opinion  of  Quintus,  by 
M.  Anthony  ^  The  fentiments,  which  Pi^iny  thinks  ap^ 
pUcable  to  fear,  are  delivered  by  Crassus,  to  this  purpofe. 
•'  Speeches  ought  not  only  to  be  premeditated,  but  to  be 
•'  written  :  A  method,  which  is  fo  laborious,  that  few  peo- 
♦*  pie  praaife  it.  OUR  PENS  ARE  OUR  BEST  MA- 
<«  STERS  IN  ELOQUENCE,  The  orator,  who  cxercifcs 
**  himfelf  in  a  conftant  praftice  of  writing  down  his  thoughts 
>'  imd  arguments,  will,  if  required,  fpeak  immediately  with 
**  great  eafe,  and  without  the  trouble  of  premeditation  ^Z*   ' 

•  Cicero  de  Oratorc,  lib.  i.  cap.  33. 

i>  CoTTA,  SuLPiTius,  and  others,  are  introduced  into  the  dia/* 
logae.      ^ 

^  Sluamahrem  in  ifiis  ipjis  excrcitatiwihus,  etfi  utile  efty  etiam/ubitik 
ptf$  diterCy  tamen  illud  utilius,  fumftoj^atio  ad  cogitandum^  para^ 
tius^  atque  accuratius  dicere*  Caput  autem  efiy  quod  (ut  vere  dicam) 
ndfdjH^  facimus  (eft  eniJn  magni  uihoris,  quern  plerique  fugtmus)  quam 
plurinmm  Jcrihere.  STILUS  OPTIMUS,  ET  PRjESTJNTISSSl. 
MUS  DICENDI  EFFECTOR,  AC  MAGISTER :  neque  injuria.^ 
Ifam  fi fuhitam  et  fortuitam  oratio7tem  comment atio  ^  cogitatio  faciU 
^finciti  banc  ipfamprofe&Q  aj/idua  acdiiigens  fcriptura/uperabit, 

I  4*  Pliny^ 


-^  I 
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always  outiageous  :  The  decifive  judgement  of  TACirua 
is  frequently  erroneous.  Pliny  tires  \is  with  digrcffions : 
.Tacitus  Icarce  gives  \is  time  to  breath.  Pliny  is  fome* 
times  too  gentle  :  Tacitus  is  perpetually  too  rough.  Such 
were  their  human  frailties,  and  the  errors  of  their  pencils  : 
but  their  fentiments^  and  their  virtues,  are  equally  and  inimi* 
tably  great. 

EPISTLE    XXI. 
Plijny  to  CoRNUTus  Tertullus. 

...  *  •I 

I  Obey  your  commands,  .my  dcareft  coUegue  s  and 
confult  the  infirmity  of  my  eyes.  For  I  came 
hither  (hut  up  in  fo  cloie  a  vdiicle,  that  I  travelled^ 
as  it  were,  in  a  bed.  And  while  I  am  here  I  abftaai, 
not  without  fome  difficulty  indeed,  from  writing,  and 
even  from  reading :  I  ftudy  only  with  my  cars,  i 
draw  the  curtains  of  my  bedchamber,  but  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  not  to  render  it  auite  dark.  My  galr 
lery,  by  (hutting  the  lower  windows,  admits  as  much 
(hade  as  light.  Thus,  by  degrees,  I  learn  to  bear  thq 
light.  I  bathe,  becaufe  it  is  wholefom.  I  drink  a 
•finall  quantity  of  wine,  becaufe  it  is  not  unwhole- 
Ibm.  Thefe  rules  I  have  generally  obferved,  and  to 
thefe  rules  I  fhall  at  prefent  be  mod  certainly  con- 
fined, by  die  perlbn,  who  is  with  me.  The  fowl, 
which  you  fent  to  me,  was  extremely  acceptable. 
Weak  as  my  eyes  are,  I  could  perceive  fhe  was  fat^ 
Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Pliny  was  of  a  moft  delicate,  tender  conftitution:  die 

'         weaknefs  of  his  body  was  unable  to  fuftain  the  labours  of 

his  mind.     His  eyes  were  impaired  by  continual  ftudy ;  and 

he  was  obliged  to  retire  to  his  ^vtUa  near  RQtne^  for  me  be** 

A  See  the  15th  epiftleof  book  5.  acd  the  obfcrvations  on  that 
epiffle.  '    *    •  •      .      - 

nefic 
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itefit  of  air  and  exercife.  We  may  certainly  date  this  letter 
at  LqurtHtinum^  as  he  mentions  the  windows  of  the  Cryptor 
porticusj  fo  as  to  anfwer  exactly  the  defcription  of  that  gal- 
lery in  the  feventeenth  epiftle  oi  the  fecond  book.  He  tra- 
velled in  a  kind  of  litter,  ti^o  vehtculo  uruKqui  inclufus^  quaji 
in  cubiculo:  ^^  I  was  (hut  up  in  a  carriage  io  well  dofed.on 
«  every  fide,  that  I  feemed  to  travel  in  my  bedchamber." 
Dion  Cassius  *  calls  this  vehicle  ^^pot  ««Wiyo»,  ••  a  co^» 
•*  vered  chariot  ;**  and  fajrs,  tha:t  the  emperor  Claudius 
was  the  firft  Roman,  who  mad^  ufe  of  it  The  paral}rtic 
diforder,  to  which  Claudius  was  fubje£b,  and  the  timor-* 
oufiiefs  of  his  nature,  compelled  him  to  expofe  himfelf  to 
public  view,  as  little  as  poffible.  This  fort  of  vehicle  was 
afterwards  entirely  appropriated  to  the  fick. 

Balineum  adfumoj  fuiaprodeft  :  <^  I  make  ufe  of  the  bath^ 
^<  becaufe  I  know  it  to  be  faJutary."  Bathing  was  among 
die  Romans  an  univerfal  remedy  ;  and  was  at  leaft  as  agree-* 
able,  as  falutiferous.  In  the  firft  epiftle  of  this  book  PliniT 
mentions  his  abftinence  firom  badiing,  as  an  inftance  of  the 
greateft  felf-denial^  that  could  poffibly  be  praftifed. 

t  Lib.  6o* 


EPISTLE    XXIL 

Pliny  to  Pompeius  Falco. 

YO  U  will  be  lefs  furprized,  that  I  have  fo  ear* 
ncftly  entreated  you  to  confer  the  tribunelhip 
upon  my  friend,  as  foon  as  you  know  his  birth  and 
charafter.  As  I  have  now  engaged  your  promife  in 
his  favour,  I  may  venture  to  name  and  to  dekrribe  him. 
He  is  Cornelius  Minicianus  ;  an  ornament  to 
our  province  in  dignity  and  morals.  He  is  of  an  il*- 
lufhious  family,  and  in  poflefllon  of  a  great  eftate  \ 
but  purfues  his  ftudies,  as  if  he  were  abtolutely  indi* 
jgpnt.  As  a  judge,  he  is  equitable  ;  as  an  advocate, 
powerful ;  as  a  friend,  finf  ere.  You  will  thank  mc 
for  my  prefent  recommendation,  as  foon  as  you  haVc 
infpefted  into  the  merits  of  tl^  man,  who, .  I  fhall 
Vol.  II.  K  only 
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iitAf  iSf,  }iSt  I*  tttetf  dflfend'  his  €xeee^b  mode^;  b 
«j^iwlt»idIh6liou4^artd-tMes*hi«Vttr.    AdittJ. 

OBSERVATTlOlSrS. 

I' his  epiftlc  is  oijc  of  the  many  inftances  of  Pjiny's  zealr 
ovs  attachment  to  his  fiends.    If  his  ^recommendatory  letters 
"^  were  all  placed  together,  they  would  amount  to  a  very  largj? 
number.     Part  of  the  chara£lef  of  Villibrs,  Duke  of 
BucKiiiGHf  M^,  as  given  by  Lof^D  Clarendon,  is  exr^ 
^emdy  applia^ble  to  Piitfy :  "  Hi?  kindnefs  and  affe£kion 
*'  to  his  friends  were  fo  vehement,  that  they  were  as  fo  many 
•*  marriages,  for  better^  for  worfe.** 
.  :The  omy  parUcufar.circumftanc^rdating  to  CoRNEUi/i 
MiNiciANUS,;  IS'  to  ie  deduced  from  die  ejiprcBion,  omor 
IfiintuM  remits  mea J  by  which  he  appears  to  have  been  one 
of  die  l^(^cmenf€s^   z^  native  of  die  %ine  province  wifi 
I^X.iNY.    Caftom,  for  I  am  fcar<;e  diink  h  nature,  has  im- 
planted  in  us  fuch  an  luibcGoumable  partiality  to  the  terhtor 
ries,  in  which  wi  were  born,  that  we  are  not  only  fond  &[ 
the  fpot  itfelf,  but  are  more  inclined  to  the  perfons,  whofe 
birth  happens  in  the  fame  dif(ri£t,  than  to  any  other  fet  of 
people  in  the  univerfe.    Yet  upon  cooler  refleftion,  all  thefe 
prejudices  ou^  Co  be  tfirowh  ^fide^  bicatiife  every  wife  man 
would  wifh  to  appear  a  citizen  of  the  world. 

EPISTLE     XXIII. 
f  LINY /(^  Fasatus,  his  wife's grafK^athtr. 

m       *  • 

I  Rejoice  fincetelv^  that  you  are  fo  robuft,_a8 1»  be 
ibl6  to  meet  Tyro  at  Mediohmm 
your  flrex^A  may  not  be  in  the  leaft  im^ 
tiieat  you  hot  to  iihpofe  iq)on  yi»ur  agd  lb  great  a  fa-^ 

..  A  Medtola^m  [Miian^  w4$  built  by  tke  Qauls^  ia  the  year  9^ 
Aomi  395.  'the  city  is  mofi  higkly  extolled  among  tlie  "tlar^ 
&rS^/ Of  AtJSOMius : 

Et  Meditlammra  omnia  :  tefra  reruM^ 
Inhumer^e  cutt/efu^  dbmus^  facunda  mrtrum 

ti^e. 


\  _ 


tiguf.  ^.  aflured  from  me,  that  TvRo  will  attend 
you  at  yplur  houfe  ;  in  any  part  of  your  houfe :  you' 
VftU  have,  no  occafion  to  Itif  beyond  your  bedcham^,  ■ 
b(^.  Fgr,'  fuice  he  is  beloved  by  me,  as  if  he  were, 
my  brother,  he  certainly  ought  not  to  exaft  from 
ypu,  whom  I  look  upon  as  a  parent,  tho£:  ceremo- 
^es,  ^hich  he  would  not  expedt  fram  his  oVm  ^t^t 
:^eu. 

OBSEI^yATIONS/ 

The  turn  of  this  e^nftle  is  extremely  tender,  and  gentedt 
It  ought  to  have  been  imme^ately  fubrequent  to  the  fixteentli 
fpiftle  of  ^  hook;  and  01^$  to  have  been  followed  by  the 
tl^ii^  i^ond  letter  of  this  boo^.  Each  of  them  is  addreiTec^ 
to  Babatus  ;  and  each  rf' t^^  refers  to  the  fame  fubjeil : 
and,  if  placed  Iii  proper  order,  &ey  would  have  formed  a 
cotmedHVe  account  of  Tvi^o^s  journey,  and  the  Idndneii'gf 
Fabatus  to  his  flavcs. 

E  P  I  S  T  l*  E    2PHV4  . 
Pliny  to  Pnc$irNtvf  0£MiKtT,$*    , 

fourfcorcyrars  <^  age;  fre[^'"M(i"'halc  to  her 
lalt  moments  i  robuft  and  ftror^  "beyond  fcij  fex. 
She  has  made  a  po£b  dli^reet  wiU,.  Slu  ha^  appointed 
her  gran^foh  and  hb*  g)|an^U|gEttr  to  b^  ^  ^olrfr 
To  Sf  firfl;,  flie  has  |ejt  Wp  tlprds  j  i^ 
remainder  of  her  fprtu^. '  '        ■      -  _ 

UntedT 


I  am  ^t^e  acqi}^ted  with  the  ^an^ug^ter.  TQf 
grandfon  ^  my  intima'n;  friend".*  H5  is  a  moft  (ex- 
traordinary ybui^  man  i  and  ^cnwds  cIk  ^c^;^ 
of  thoi^  vfKt  arc  nqp'  in  any  de^j^  of  affinity  "fo 
him.  !Pf  ii  pvticularly  hanqlom,  but  maintained  a 
moft  unfpotttd,ctiara^,  as  a  bc^,  ^idas'a  youth*. 
He  married  at  the  agp  of  fi)ur  and  twenff*  ^nd,  tf 
luaven  had  ib  pennitted,"  wcnild'tuVe'twen  a  father. 
K  a  He 
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He  lived  pcr{c6Uy  refervcd  with  a  grandmother,  *  whd 
^as  much  devoted  to  pleafiires ;  yet  he  lived  widi  her 
in  a  moll  Tiibnliflive  obedience*  She  had  pantomimes, 
"iirhom  Ihe  encpuraged  in  a  more  extraordinary  man- 
tier,  than  became  a  woman  of  high  rank,  Quadr a- 
rrus  rtever  faw  them ;  hdther  at  the  th^tre;  no*  at 
hier  houfe.  She  did  not  require  his  iattehdarice  upon 
thofe  occafions.  I  have  heard  her  fay,  at  the  time 
f  when  fhe  recommended .  to  me  the  fupervifal  of  her 
*  fflrandfon's  ftudies,  that  flic  had  accyftomed  herfelf, 
m  the  effeminate  indolence  of  her  fex,  and  as  a  re- 
laxation to  her  mind,  to  play  at  chefs,  and  to  be 
entertained  by  pantomimes  ;  but  that  when  flie  was 
cktermined  upon  either  of  thefe  amufements,  ftie  al- 
ways ordered  her  crandlbh  to  retire  to  his  ftudies. 
To  me  ihe  appeared  to  a£t  in  this  manner,  not  only 
diit  of  love  of  the  young  man,  but  from  mere  reve^ 
rcnce. 

I  ftiall  now  .liirprife  you,  as  much  as  I  myfelf  was 
iiirprifed.  'At  the  late  pontifical  games,  the  panto- 
mimes were  introduced  upon  the  ftage  :  and  when 
Qi/ADRAtus  and  I  were  Mterwards  going  out  of  the 
theatre  together,,  he  faid  to  me,  *'  Do  you  know, 
*'  that  this  is  the  firft  time  I  have  ever  feen  Qua- 
'•'  dratilla's'  fireednian  in  the  charafter  of  adan- 
«  cer?" 

'  Siich  is  her  granSdfon.  But  on  the  other  hand,  a 
particular  fet  of  men,  of  a  different  di^ofition,  in 
honour  of  Quadratilla,'  '  (I  am  afhamed  to  make 
ufe  ^  of  the  word  honour .  upon  the  occafion)  were 
hjnnirig  about  the  theatre,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  flat- 
tery^ with  all  the  extafy '  of  wonder  and  applaufe-j 
^  imitating  the  particular  geftures  of  Quadratilla; 
tod  finging  tb  her.  Thefe  perfons  have  received  fmafl 
•legacies,  as'  ^a  reward  for  their  theatrical  perform- 
ances ;  which  will  be  paid* them  by  an  heir,  who  ne- 
ver beheld  any  of  their  buffooneries. 

I  have 


I .  .  . 


.  I  have  written  j(his.^cpufit,  becauf&you  ufid  not  to 
be  di^leaied,  in  hearing  eyery  event^  uu^t  happened  ;' 
and  becaufe  by  writing'  ]l:over»  I  renew  my  original 
pleafure.  The  chief  futjefts  of  my  j&f  ai^  the  af* 
fe£tion  fhewn  by  the  deceafed  ^lahdniocher,  and  the 
honour  done  to  mis  exrelknf  young  man,  •  For  I  am 
glad,  that  the  houfc  of  CaiusXassius,  the  principal 
and  the  founder  of  tike  iCaflito  fchool,  will  defceiid 
to  no  inferior  a  maftcn  .,  My  friend:  Qu'apratvs 
will  fill  it,  and:  fccome  itj  he.wiil  reftbre  it  to  the 
antient  glory,  dignity,'  and:  diftindioA. ;  ^and  he  will 
ihewhim&lt  as  great/an  orator,  as  Cassius  was  a, 
lawycir.    Fafewell.'        '  c 


•( .  i 
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This' gay, old;  lady  of  fei^ri^^  feems  hot'.tb  h^ve.made 
any  diffinftion,  between  die  iidiculoiis  buffbbndry  of  pan- 
tomimes, and  the  more  decent  entertainment  of  a  game  at 
chefs.  'H^i  gran4fon'^s;qqual}y  prolubited.irom  I^odi*  The 
former  might  perhaps  appear  an  in^iproperpIeaJUre  for  a  younj^ 
man,  while  the  latter  might  tend  to  his  improvement.  Chefs 
is  a  kind  .of  fcience  in  itfelf,  ai>d  the  knowledge  of  it  has 
been  of  ufeto  generals  in  the  difpofition  of  their  armies. 
Pyrrhus,'  in  ran^ng  his  foldiers  for  a  battle,-  praftifed  the 
.  rules  of  cheis.;  and  became  a  conqueror,  ix  lufu  calcuhrum. 
But  as  chefs  is  faid  to  exerdfe  the  pailions  to  the  greateft  db« 

ijreeS  itispoffible,  that  Qvadratilla  might  frequendy 
ofe  her  temper  at  that  game  i  and  misht  be  imwilling, 
and  afhamed  to  difcover  the  violence  and  weal^nefs  of  her 
difpofition  to  her  grandfon.  The  opinion  of  Pliny  feems 
to  favour  thi^  interpretation,  when  he  fays,;  quod  mihi  neH 
amore  ejus  magis  facerey  quam  reverentia  vtdebatur  :  *'  She 
*^  did:not  -ieeai  to  4^^  d>is  more  out  of  love,  than-from  a 
**  particular  reverence  of  oehaviour,  which  Ihe  always  fuf- 
.  *',  tained  before  Imn.'* 

'  JlieniJJ^  kmims^in  hmr^m  QuADRATiLLiE,  (pudit  mi 
'  dixiffi^hinnntkj  pdr  adidatwiis.^eium  in  ihf4trim.cfirjitabanty 

( .  jxfuhaiant^ipiMihn^y  ihirfibmi^i  ^  deindojing^gejim  dmi^ 

''  .  f        ..  •   '  ■••'*'. 
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Mj%'miMiied,  «fc&''itf  VdafetritdiigaitianfrMh 
"'t^'iih^'Ji-^s"  «,(«  ificn  i«"'iio  degree'  of  affiftity  ttj 
•*  QyADRATi|,LA.'*  They  were  her  piutoi&imes,  in  iniaii^ 
file  took  more  delist,  titan  became  a  if^qiaii  tif  her;hi|^ 
ftatibn.  They  received  legacies  by  her  vfiiy  ibpttralisepertf 
terBilarium,  "  as  a  rewarJfor  their  perfbnnwces  in  ^e  &e- 
ff  "ifxCy  where  l^ey  danced  arid  fung,  and^  ut'unsihg)  afntniT 
•♦'fid  uieiairs  and  geftures  of  QuAdRATltiJAneriyif'."  Biit 
ftiey  afluined  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  'fa>  i«nder'AeinT 
telves' agreeable  to  her.  They  became  a  kind  of  jhtteiii^ 
looking-glafs,  wherein  flie  beheld  the  reiBe^n'of  hcrosni 
lierron  in  a  moft  advantageous  light ;  and  by  her  bequt;^ 
to  thefe  living  portraits,  the  feemed  to  bequeath  legado! 
io  herfplf. 

The  Vt  of  sumiay  arrived  at  ^  utmoft  perft^on  among 
px  Rtojans.  The'  profil^Ein'  bf  ihat  aitV^  divided  intq 
jr^oua^aflps.  Such  were  the  mmy  fitl/aterei  •,  fcurra. 
y^h  Sc.  6^ut^e^^MuW>!iAdaded^t|iara^r5WliatT 
.t^Ffi     ,'.'"■ 

Tf^"irttte,  '^eH  veisM'&i  all  the' arts  to  inott, 
tl^f  tra^c  buftin,  or  ftf  ccnuc  fbck. 

'  •'jLiciAK  mTe»n»«n^a^iin;(  of 'o^of'die/tAa/w-w.'wJio,  in 
'Bie  reign  oi^gip,  m^c!feai<d  tb,  ^nnV'-ltkew-the  'xddlt^'of 
'Mias  and '  V^ausi  iria,  in'Miwwtfingle  perfeB,'  perforttM  iks 
■"ftveral  parts,  thit  wt^  to  be '  iMiiduced  in  that  :ftory.     Vide 

V  *  Omnluns  giJliiutaW'v,  *X-.m&^  mmifi^.h  ftifuiitt*  /mi/.etit. 
t'^iikaagh  they,  were  not  profiiAd  tr^edlsiu,  yet  d>ty  aOed 
-IBonmfnl  liwrn-pf /fuiiraali.,  ,       ,■■,., 

and  txtacd  to  fSme,  -athcr.  hf  t^idr  dwn  lAo- 

,  \  br'  iJy  Acir'tttaitwitet  \  BatSrHfin  Wvarc  to 

fpeak,  o^  to  rebearfe  in.  public,  we  are  only  afraid  ot 

prof^£^^il3cs:  M^cas^£iifr'-^paioiisi  «iw -^ 

''  .    ' '-'■*-  ■  oftenutkniji 


o(lentado\]s  of  their  learning,  are  more  to  be  efteem« 
cd  ;  as  by  .thdrifilence^theyifeeinrto.rcyere  an  excd* 
lent  performance.  My  dlertion  proceeds  from  expe* 
ifien^e. 

Terbntivs  Junior,  who  had  ferved  in  the  equ^» 
•  ftrian  of^er  cff  jfol<J;ers, ,and '}idid)yetaprfifurak)r ■in 
die  provitipe  of  jyiar^i  Ijavjipgj  performed  his  j;Jjuty  »i 
%  xm^^  :di(^miQi^  ,wt^drew  Wpifelf  to  his 

«wn  eftace,  .and  pfrefeired  retif^meiiit  to  the.  hoAO}U!s, 
'that  midl  have  attended  him.  He  iiptrited  me  to.ijis 
-houfe  ;  and  as  I  ^always  (ook^d  i^on  him  as  an  ex* 
xeilent  father  of  a  family,  aijd  a  good  hufbandman, 
1  turned, my  .dtfcQutleAippn  fu<^^  as  I  ima- 

i^ned  xivght  ^ beft  >Tl»it , fijs  .experience.  ,1  had . imsfk 
that  roaa,  when,  hfyAmc^losixiis^c/^ 
.immediately  <^ed  me  oiit^  of  it,  ci0ix>^a>^field<9f<  ti^em* 
ture  ;  in  I  which  he.  exf»:efied  himfelf  wiih.aUthe^. de- 
licacy of  the  Greek  ami  Latin  <liak$£fc ;  for,  -he  is^  lb 
'  wdl  vcf fqd  in  Spth  ^efe  Jangjagqs,  that.,  while  1^ 

was  fpe'aking  in.^ei^er'^of  jfe'e^^^^ 
.Ipoke,  he,:^em^.moft  ^tje.^Kas.^aavaft 

,f^nd:9ffesrfi9g;.apd;a^  lYou 

^'s^uld  cenclud^,.  chat  he-had  Jtoad  in  :i^^m,)AOtla 
va  country^ vill^.  tiBut  tXx> end<  this[ t<^c,  let  me>  t^ 
^you,  he  has  redoubled  n^  ^ufukl  -  anidety,  and  hi$ 

Convinced  me,  tjiat  I  am,  not  to  entd;^  a  greatftr 
. awe'for^Berfons, . Whofe  cJiM;jiftdfi^^^ literature  i^ki^dV 

,<ftUdpd;;frQoic.;he:^9rJ4,  i.anjl.jj^i^l^i  dcvotgd,.^) 
riwiral I pccttp^dons.  iI.advifejYOu,iftnDdr!of;imy  IOp^^ 
^nion^:  far,  uppHi  a  diligent  iu^  find, 

'  ihat,  as  in  the  an«y,  -the  bravd[t  ^fof^ett  -,  fo  iti:  litiS* 
-Ifiture, '  the  beflr.fcholars  are  toften  dpnjgtaded  V^^der  tfic 
;irioft;unco^^^^ 

•  -  *  »  . 
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^ome  of  the  fentiments  'and  expreffions  in  this  epiftle  arf 
.very  much  cmbarrafed.  Towards. the  beginnmg,  Pxiny 
fyyh  quum  iUi^  qia  tacenty  hoc  dmplius  frajlehty  quodma^-^ 
nmm  opus  Jikntio  revereniur  :  *'  Thofc,  who  arc  lileilt,  lire 
*«*  inor€  to  be  rcfpc6ted,  than  thofc,  who  criticife  a  work ; 
*'*'bccaufc,  by  their  iilencc,  they  revere  the  performance/* 
<Tius  ailerdoii  is  by  no  means  to  be  fupported.  Silence  is  as 
£ipt«tb  condemn,  as  to  approve  ;  at  leaft  it  is  jmpoffible  to 
-]qiow  the  opinion  of  a  perfon,  who  has  not  declared  it.  If 
^^(Ej  proverb  be  juft,  that  he^  who  is  not  for  w,  is  againftmej 
'teciturnity  is  a  certain  mark  of  difapprobation.  To  ownjthe 
th^  Pliny  upon  Aefe  kinds  of  topics,  fuch  as  orations, 
'r^fieislrClls^  and  i^eeches  at  the  bar,  is  oft^  fo  myfterious,  as 
^ftarcc  to  be  in  any  degree  intelligible. 
-::iTtRENTiUs  Ji/NIOR  equeflribusmiUtiisj  "  TERENTltts 
-f*>JuNiOTi  was  of  the  equeftrian  order,"  and  in  that  rank 
vJiad.'ferVed  in  the  army.  JHe  w^  a  m^  of  birth  |  and  w^ 
^^nfequently  in  the  ]iigtieft  road  oif  preferments  We  fhall 
Ihcrewer  find  two  lette^rs  to  hif?i ;  the  fifteenth  of  the  eighths 
'^d  the  twelfth  epiftle  of  the  ninth  book. 

\Prbcuratione  Narhonmjis  provincia  integerrimi  fundus  : 
^  He  bchaveS  Kihiyf  with  the  iitmoft  integrity  durin|  his 
^ ^prbcuratorfhip'ih  Ndtrbon  Gatd!^  -The province  of  ^orho 
K\Gallia  Nar^roiKHfisJ'wzs  called^  ointil  the  divifion:  oi.GelUa 
?%  Av<JUSTy&i  pfoinucia  Romanprtuii  K  The  exa£t  bounds 
•ji^r^k-are  given  to  us  by  Pliny  theelder,  who  farther  :ad4^ 
^tlusiema^kable  account,  in  honbur  of  the  country,  agrorum 
Uy^jvirorufh  morknime  4ig^^tioney  ampUtudine  opurriy^mlfi 
nHdiitump^ferindai  breviferhue  Itaiia  veriuiy  '^u^ntpf-tH 
i^':  ^^aj  the  cukure  of  t&  tend,  the* dignity  pftfe 
-f^'miwi  and  ^frtatmeri,  die  extent^f  itheirrichfeSjL^is^)riviiKfe 
(Si^jls  iecond  to  ^lonrvahdinj^.wbrd^.may  iadier:be:laQkad 
-Sijipon  .gf  /ir<r^,;  *tha?i  ^  ^  province  bdbngirig  to  It.';,  ^Frq^i 
r^ucl}  a  defGrip|ioa,.we,may perceive  the  propriety^  and,ali2)o^ 
tne  riecejSity^of  P^inys  exprpfion,  /«/^W/ w  V^^ 
^he  procurator  of  mcp  a  fruinid'ahd  ©ctenuve  provincfe'h'acil 

^  J^Liys  CjESAR/in  hkcplnm^iitatiet^i  (oaXhiinnoftA^f^iifvUncia. 
It  was  then  the  only  province  belonging  to  the  Romans  beyond 
the  Alps.     Vide  C.  Jul.  Cjes.  Je  bello  Gailico,  Lib.  i. 


^  Plin.  Natur.  Hin.  Lib«  3.  cap.  4. 
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98  manyiiiiducemeitfp  ^  po^ble  to  be  difhonei!:.  He  was  ia 
la  manner  trufted  vAih  untold  gold;  The.  receipts  of  the  en^ 
tire  revenue^  anting  outQf  o;ie  of  the  moft  opulent  tefritOK 
ries  in  uie  world,  muft  have  afForded.great  allurements  to  a 
mind,  that  was  not  fortified  by  virtue  againft  temptations 
of  every  kind. 

Paratifque  hmortbus  tranquiUiJJimum  <itium  pratuUt :  **  He 
•*  chofe  to  retire,  tath^iTittlm  to  enjoy  thofe  honours,  which 
^*  only  waited  his  acceptance*"  This  fentence  alludes  to 
the  vvofd  cuftoiai,  in  cdnftant  prevalenioe  with  the  Romans, 
of  rifih^^ficom  honour:  to.  honour,  in  a  pYogreflive  feries,  and 
by  ftated  degrees.  JuNiok  had  already,  been,  procurajtoc  of 
a  province ;  ahd  he  might  have  afcended  ftUl  higher  and 
higher,  even  to  the  fupreme  dignity,  if  he  had  not.  ptr^er- 
red  retisement  to  the  confuUhip  itfelf.  

The  laft  fentence  of  this  letter,  funt  enim  ut  in  cqftrU^  fie 
itiam  in  Uteris  nqftrisy  .2(c.  is  fuch  a.confufion  of  metapjiolib 
as  muft.  leave  us  to  imagine,  that  Pliny  Tent  away  thisi  epir 
ftle  in  the  utmoft  hafte>  .without any  coi^e^lion,  or  revi£d« 

:-::;:,L.E  P;iiJr:TLE\^xxvi.       .'  ■ 

Puny  (0  Maximus, 


i   I4t. 


.  I      •  14 


■   '■* 

TH  E  illnefs  of  a  particular  friend  has  latdy 
comdoced  iDe^cthat  in  ficknefs  we  are  always 
moft  virtuoxis.  The  fiick  man  is  not  tormented  with 
luft,  nor  avarice;  ite  fe  iftfenfible  to  all  kinds  of  love  i 
he  is  n6  longer  ih  puMirit  of  honours  ;  he  is  re^rd* 
lefs  of  wealth,  of  wj^jh,  as  he  is  leaving  it,  he  £nks 
the  fmallfeft  fhafie'Tviffigierit.  At  that.'time,  he  remem-  . 
J>ef s  dkJGods,  'andi^coUe^ts,  that  !he.  is  a  man. .  The 
piaigipnis  ol*  envy,-  ^tjr^iratiQn,  wd  <xmo^  have  not 
thel^  inilueiiqe  ovetlhim. .  w  H<b.p^YS  90  attpntion.to 
flandeiviinor  recetvea^^tiie  leaft  deUgfit  from>it.  His 
dreiins'  lire  of  batfa!s,r^  and  fountains ;  they,  are  the 
licight  of  his  care,  and  the*  fumttiit  bf-his'  wiihes. 
Jlis  refolutions  are,  in  cafe  of  recovery,  to  lead,,  for 
the  future,  an  indolent  and  decent  life  ;  that  is,  to 
.|ivt  innQQcntly  and  happily.    From  hence  I  can  briefly 

offer 
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tifib*  to  us  both  a  ttofhine^  wMdi  the  i^cfophen 
have  endeavoured  to  expoimd  in  tnany;  words,  and 
io^ny  v^umes,  that  we  ihoUld  live  in  health,  con- 
formably to  the  refolutions  which  we  make  in  lick- 
nefs.    Adieu. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


( 


Two  points  in  thU  efHfUe  reqoiie  fane  oartkular  nodce 
iMd'Cxplanatimi.  The  maliemty,  in  Fdiicn  the  t  fide  man 
Hnkes  no  i^afure  9  and  the  Satlia and  fountains,  >iirhichcrnh 
igttge  all  his  attention. 

*  •  ^fdie^firft  of  thde  aflertions,  Ac  mf  firnwHibus.qmddn 
malignis  aut  attendit^  ii»f^W,^^  Gfe  is  ndther  attentive^ 
*^.  malicious  'ftories,-  nor  defirous  of  hearing  diem/*  PiiiNir 
^ints  at  die  'general  love  of  flander  and  sn«evolence,  whidi 
*iie^had  obferved  prevalent  among -mankind.  ^  lit  health  and 
pi«%crity  no  topic  is  more  acceptable,  tiuui  detrafiioh.    Vte 
teem  to  imagine,  diat  all  good  qualities,  taken  from  our 
neighbours,  miiftneceilarily  bergtven  to  ourfelves ;  and  from 
their  errors  aiid  imperfe£Uons,  muft  refult  otir  proportion  of 
reputation  and'aeplaufe.    Envy  has  fo-large^a  (hare  in  the 
human  compofition,  tiiat  the  obfervation  of  the  poet  is  un- 
happily too  true  I 

^V-  '^herei&>al«ftin^man,  nopowevcantame,:  :      ^'^ 
'  DfJoodly  pnbiiihii^his  obi^d)aur^s  fliame  :  , 
^Oh  C9gte's(wi(ig$  .invidious  feao4als^4y» 

.:    .  >Wbiler|(rirtuousadions..aie  )Mitbom,^and,die* 


I — 


,  *f.-£>imtiLinsf'^  ^^hyficians  and  .poets  ibem  to  aneej^^thatthe 
;;hath  is  .one  tbPthe  moftixmern^  mrdidnes  iif^^n^ 
•^tifiue  'fromI%e^^b6dt,-  «nd*mxiiff  fitmi'.the  nrihd.  '^feme 
QiUliiors  fuppiffi  itvCalllsl  Ba^aMriA^f>tfii#iM^]  «v&  kiid^v^.til^ 
iiiifi^u.ifuidim^jfiiiiSilfeAif:  '^fjfiacank.it  b«jfi(he&.jBa«e:" 
rBiNSAKyilibk^  <o£rkinrtbisfiiww,,swl»rl  hogina  tlW*ijM^ 
.|»^/toptiie'if;harmsfpf;iherharB.;^;  ,,   .j  .   . 


•  ■■■v.-  ••'  '  ^.  '  V 


^     w»i,.  >   .    a.  .      r  }IJ 


I    '.• 


•V.  .  -    -  p 
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'    f*  KM()qUii}'^,the'[)leafing  badiibeftcnn, 
,    ".TniB  ftwxce  of  etfti  and  parentof  r«>efe, 
'  f*  N(»' flndfJur'freanalUmDs'iuchpIeafurctber^ 
<*  As  when  the  \jie'a  fnvccf  duiUuig  meets  our  car.** 

Haw'ffX  this  previ^l^  cuftoin  untiifg  the  !indeht3  eoo' 
^buted  to  health.  Is  not  in  ijiis  phce'  to  be  tfetemrirted*. 
But  the  imitaedUte^'nklBtiire,  andicfiefMhAit,''#hkh''hi!Oo- 
.^andy  afibrded,  tB^ttery  wdlgive  accaTibti-to  PLtifvlD 
afBx,  in  tadisandfbiDibins,  the-coMfertof  ^peribits,  iskQ 
langiiflied  under  any  vitjent,  'or  p^gftJ  difordcr.  ■_  ■  ,, 

lbs  Dthpr  paits. of  this  epiftl&  dbecially  the conclufioii, 
require  no  ahnotatioRf  but  uiidoiutealy  deftive  our  coAciir^ 
rence  and'applatife. 

■l<remea  A.  ffeaue  caUJa  a^ua  tantum  qaidtm  rn^lia  foeit  turn' 
.  tra,  yuattiiiiii  loiis'aiMir^  fiiia, 

^XoitD'BAC^i('iier^mite,'tbafth^<#ann  bathrdatei,  «fld 
'imcTvncs tbd  much rna  diinlu  it  wiicalarly  dBiigen>as,:if  nligd 
widiout  ftnointine  a%ntud3.  Vide  S^tr'.  «i'M0  »«rtw.-.  B4- 
pOB'swpiks.     Vol.'il. 

E  P  rVT  L^te  jon^.  ., 

■pXIN-'y^^ff  li^Cfj^rVS-SuR'A., 

OUR  prefcnt'leifiire  permits  you  to  tcsdi,  atid 
rric  to  learli  from  you.  ■  I  would, thetefort^- 
Trngly  know,  "'if  you '  are  of  bfiinion,  that  t^aj^toiiu 
are' real  figures,  and  carry  in  them'  fome  kina'bf  diyi- 
'nity  ;  or" are  empty  vain  fhacldws,  raUed  in 'oiir  tril'a- 
'  ginatiohs  by  the  effeft  of  fear  ?  "' 

An  iriddent,  which'  happened,  as  I  ha're'  bifen  bl- 
■  foi-med,  to  Cortius'Rufus,  was  my  firft  iiiduccn^t 

to' credit  their" reality.     "At  a  time,   when  his' tbrtarte    . 
^was  low,  and  his  character  in  obfcurity,  he^^tdctniT 
'"panied  into  Africa' the  perion,"wto  was  d&Jffirfgo- 
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vernOr.  Towards  die  evening,  while  he  was  w^ng 
in  a  portico,  the  Bgure  of  a  womaru  fairer  and  larger 
than  the  human  fize,  prefented .  itielf  to  him.  He 
was  much  trightened.  She  laid,  Ihe  was'  AffticA, 
who  carpe  to  foretel  him  future  evtiits;  addmg,that 
he  was  defttned'tb  go  to  Romtt  to'tnpy'hiffi  ho- 
nours there }  to  return  governor  of  the  province,  in 
■ffhich  he  then  refid^-;  and  to  die.  in  that  province. 
Ail  thcfc  fafts  were  fiilBHed.  It  is  farther  reported, 
liut  the  fame  figure  met  him  upon  the  fliore  of  Car- 
ti>agtt  as  he  was  coming  out  of  ,a  Ihip.  It  is  certwi, 
)^t.  as  foqn.  as  he  found  himfelf  lU,  he  gave  up  all 
hopes  of  recovery,  although  none'  of  his  friends  de- 
'^)uicd  of  his  life.  The  remembcance  of  his  paft  ho- 
nours convinced  him  of  his  future  end  j  which  he 
jlidgcd  yas  approMiiing  from  his  ftrmer  profpcrity. 

"CcSifider  iiow,  if  the"  following- Itory  is  not  as  won- 
doiul,  and  ftill  more  terrible,  than  the  former.  I  Ihall 
relate  it  in  the  manner,  that  I  received  it.  There 
was  at  Athens  a  very  large  and  fpacious  houle ;  but  of 
evil  report,  and  fatal  to  the  inhabitants.  In  the  dead 
of  riigpt,  the  clinking  of  iron,  and,  upon  a  clofer  atten- 
tion, the  ratdin^  of  chains  was  heard ;  firft,  at  a  great 
diftance,  and  afterwards  vfry  near.  A  fpeftre  imme- 
diately appeared,  rcprcfenting  an  old  man,  emaciated, 
and  fqu4id.  His  beard  long,  his  hair  ftaring  ;  bolts 
upon  his  legs ;  upon  his  hands  ch^ns  ;  which  he  rat- 

'  tied,.  AS  he  carried.  Frpni  thcfe-circumftances  the  in- 
bat{Caot^>  "^  all^the  ^agonies  of  fear,  continued  wattit- 
iiig'di^ng  J^veral  hietancholy  and  dreadful  .ntg^. 

'Sifrfi  conftarit  Watchings'  brought'  on  diftempers'j:  in- 
beis.'was  encrealed  by. fear,  and^'death  enfiied'j  ror 
icveii'  in  the  day,  'when  the  fpeaii:'  was  not  vifibft, 
the  jeprelentatiqq  c£'  the  image  »rWaered  before  their 
eyes  ;  fo  that  the  terror-  was  of  longer;  continuance, 

,  than  the  prcfenceortht.fpeftre.  .'At  length  Wiehoufe 
wa5  deferted,  and 'entity  left  to' '.the'  apparition.'  A 
|)Ul'hbwever'was  poft^wp,  to  figi)Uy,'uiat,tlle.fiQlife 
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was  either  to  be  fold,  or  lett;  in  hopes  that  fbme 
pcifon,  ignorant  of  the  calamity,  might  offer  for  it.' 
Athenodorus  *,  the  phildbpher,  came  at  that  time 
to  Athens ;  he  read  the  bill :  the  price  fiirprized  him  ::* 
he  fufpedted  fome  bad  caufe  to  occafibn  the  cheap-- 
nefs  ;  and,  upon  enquiry,  was  informed  of  all  the 
ciraimftances,  by  which  he  was  fo  little  deterred, 
that  they  were  ftronger  inducements  to  hire  it.  When 
the  evening  came  on,  he  ordered  a  bed  to  be  pre- 
pared for  him  in  the  chief  apartment.  He  called  for 
lights,  for  his  table-books,  and  his  pen.  He  fent  all 
his  fervants  into  the  farther  parts  of  the  houfe,  and 
applied  his  eyes,  his  hands,  and  his  whole  attention 
to  writing  ;  left,  as  he  had  heard  of  apparitions,  his 
mind,  if  unemployed,  might  liiggeft  to  nim  idle  fears; ' 
and  reprefent  falfe  appearances.  The  beginning  of 
the  night  was  as  filent  there,  as  in  other  places.  At 
length,  the  irons  clinked,  and  the  chains  rattied; 
Athenodorus  neither  lifted  up  his  eyes,  nor  quitted 
his  pen  5  but  colledting  his  refolution,  ftopt  his  ears  *1 
The  noife  encreafed ;  it  approached,  as  it  was  now 
heard  at  the  threfliold  of  the  door,  and  immediately 
after  within  the  room.  The  philofopher  turned  bacK 
his  head,  and  faw  the  figure,  which  he  obfervcd  to 
anfwer  the  defcription,  that  he  had  received  of  it. 
The  apparition  ftood  ftill,  and  beckoned  with  a  fin- 
ger, like  a  perfon,  who  calls  another.  Athenodo- 
Rus  fignified,  by  the  motion  of  his  hand,  that  the 
ghoft  ihould  ftay  a  little  ;  and  again  immediately  ap^ 
plied  himfelf  to  writing  *".  The  fpeftre  rattled  mis 
ch^ns  over  the  head  of  the  philofopher,  who,  Ibok:- 


^  A  famous  Stoic  philofopher,  bom  at  Tarfus ;  the  preceptor 'of 
Augustus,  to  whom  he  gave  the  famous  piece  of  aavice,  to  re- 
peat the  four  and  twenty  letters  of  the  alphabet,  whenever  he 
found  his  paifion  riling. 

b  Sed  ohjirmare  animum^  aurihufque  fratendere  :  "  But  to  fortify 
'*  himfelf  with  refolihion,  endeavoured  to  impofe  upon  his  own 
^*  fcnfe  of  hearing." 

«  Ceris  etftylo^    Sec  the  obfcrvations  on  book  8.  cp.  o^ 


kig  badc^'  faw  him  beckonii^g  a^  before  y  and  imiBd;^ 
^t^y  taldne  iip  a  Ugi^t>  fidUowed^hm  The  gtu^ 
wient  forwara  in  a  (lofw.  pace,  as  if  ^oimbercd  b]( 
^  chains  ;  and  afterwards  turning  into  a  court  b^^^ 
Ijppg^  to  ^  Houi^,  immediately  yaiiUh^  l^^ving 
d^  pbUoibpher  :4pnf  ^  v^jlio,  finding  hin)j[elf  tlius  dc;^, 
foitc^  pulled  up  fpnif  grm  and  leaves,  and  pfaoedi 
Che^)  as  a  fignal  to  $nd  die  ^)ot  ol:^^ound  Tk^ 
next  day  he  went  todiemag^iti^^^;  mfomied  dien^ 
of  die:  ^vent,  and  defired^  that  they  would  or4qr  tjha 
place  to.  be  dug  up*  Human  bones  weri^  foltind  1;m^ 
ned  there,  ai2  bound  ini  chains*  Tinae  9pd  1^9 
^i^rth  had  mouldpred  away  the  flefli,  ^sid  t^P  Ocekf! 
ton  only  remained  ;^  whic^  ^as  pi4)Ucly  bui:ied :  aii^ 
i^er  the  rites  o^  ^ulture,  the  hpufe  yuBs  no  lopgm 
,^UAted.  I  gjye  c?edk  to  th^^irajfli%«^  ^  re^ 
Dprted  by  pthqs ;  thq  followuig  accquint  |  o^  ^rn) 
nroQi  ipy  own  knowledge, 

I  hAve  a  &eed-miaiv,  a  i^aA  of  learni^  who^ 
name  is  Mai^cus.  :  he  l^y  in  t^.  (^fs^  ^  widi  ld$ 
younger  brother,  ^xifX  in^a^ed,  tb^  ha  perc^vi^  a 
erlon  fttting  up^^^  be^,  who  ?rt>pUe4  a  pair  of 
^^ig^rs,  an4  eyeii  cut  off  fome  locfe  qi  hm  from 
d^  top  of  his  heafi.  A^  ^bc^.  ^  it  w^  day,  hi$ 
found  die  ?9p  qf  his  ^l^,  clip^  ^  thp  h«rs  lying 
O^him. 

A  littl/e  tini^  aftqie^^rds,  ^nptlier  ac^id^Qt  of  dif 
bfnt  )dn(^  eftabliihed  |^  qredit  qf  %^t  fora^qr*  Qn( 
^  my  ypu^  (hy^s  was  Opejjifl^  ^i^i  ?1\9  irpft  of  niy  • 
flavcs!|  IP  their  9pnvwon  ch^bie^r :  on  9  faddpn,  twf 
p^en^  in  white  yefltroe^ts,  (as  di?  fl^vg  giHrmj)  «mtft 
through  die  windows,  and  cut  off  his  hair,  while  he 
continued  lying  in  bod*  They  returned  through  the 
windows,  as  they  came.  The  next  day,  this  youdi 
alfo  appeared  with  his  hair  dipt,  and  locks  of  it  weie 
^icattered  about  the  room^  No  remarkable  circum- 
ftance  followed,  except  that  I  Reaped  any  public  ac- 
cu&uon,  which  I  muft  certainly  have  undeigone,  if 

DOMI- 


jBO  QK     VH.       ^ 

DoMiTiAHf  in  wbde  rdga  thde  events  happensd^ 
had  lived  any  time  longer :  for  a  libel,  delivesed  m 
by  CauvS)  agamft  me^  was  afterwacds^  found  in  the 
etnperoi^s  cabinet. 

From  hence  we  may  fotrr\  tiih  comefture,  that  a$ 
it  is  conftantly  ufual  for  perlbns  accuied  to  let  thdc 
hair  grow,  this  manner  of  cutting  off  the  hair  of  my 
domeftic  fervants^  was  a  progndiic  of  my  eiicapa 
from  the  danger,  that  threatened  me. 

I  now  entreat  you  to  exercile  your  learning :  Tht 
fubjeft  is  worthy  of  your  clofe,  and  ferious  confidcra^ 
tion ;  nor  am  I  totall/  undefervinc  of  die  benefits, 
that  m\j&  arife  from  die  extent  oi  your  knowledge* 
And  although  you  ihoukl,  as  ufual,  argue  in  favour 
of  both  parts  of  the  queftion  s  yet  let  me  entreat 
you  to  Icui  more  on  one  fide,  than  on  the  other, 
that  I  may  no  longer  remain  in  doubt  ^d  fuQ)eQce  i 
fince  I  have  been  induced  to  confult  you,  on  purpofe 
to  2^voi4  that  uncertain  fituation.    Aaieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  tius  epiftle  we  find  a  houfe  haunted ;  the  iohahituitl 
fri^tened,  and  a  ghoft  rattling^  his  chains :  Circumftances, 
that  aire  conftandy  related  to  us  in  our  infancy,  and  that  often 
make  fuch  an  impreiSoii  upon  our  minds,  as  is  extremely 
difficult  to  eradicate.  To  theft  early  inmi;effion9  the  great 
credulity  of  Pliny  is  probably  owins  $  fince  the  moft  la^ 
tionsd  men  q[  all  nations  have  agreed  in  dUbeUeving  floriey 
of  this  (<^  which  a{^)ear  only  the  efFe£b  of  fancy,  and 
cannot  be  defended  bam  the  pnaciples  of  religion,  reaibnt 
or  philoifophy.  Thev  were  at  iirft  invented  perhaps  from 
a  pious  intention,  to  Jceep  mankind  in  an  a^^rfiil  reverence  of 
heaven,  and  to  affix  a  thorough  belief  of  a  future  ftate. 
Among  the  many  extrav^ant  opinions,  which,  in  reli^oua 
matters,  have  been  entertained  in  the  world,  the  mortality 
rf  the  foul  was  a  do<^ine,  that  was  fufficiently  prevalent  in 
the  days  of  Tully,  to  oblige  him  to  a  declaration  of  his 
own  (entiments  upon  diat  head.  He  fays,  Neque  entm  af^ 
Jintiorjify  ^ihac  nupgr  aj/enn  €Ofp$runt^  cum  corporshus 
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fimtl  anims  interire^  atque  omnia  TMrte  dekri*.     %^  \  tan^ 
*^  not  ^ee  widi  thofe,  who  have  lately  begun  to  aflert^ 
^^  that  our  fouls  perifh  wjth  our  bodies,   and   that  death 
"  deftroys  all  our  faculties/'    Bold  and  unconunon  aller- 
tions  are  too  often  received  with  applaule  ;  but  an  aflertion 
of  this    kind    takes   away'  the  moft  comfortable  profped, 
diat  human  nature  is  capable  of  enjoying.     It  encourages 
the  moft  impious  pradlices,   that  can  be  devifed  ;    and  it 
imprints  an  idea  of  the  fupreme  Being,  abfblutely'  repugnant 
to  the  wifdom,  benignity,  and  goodnefs,  that  io  vifibly  dif* 
pUiy  themfelves  throughout  the  works  of  the  creiation. .  It  is 
indeed  impofllble  to  join  with  Pliny  in  the  credit,  iK^ich 
he  gives  to  fabulous  accounts  of  ghofts,   and  preternatural 
apparitions.     On  the  oth^r  hand,  it  is  equally  impoffible  tb 
csonceive,  that  our  foul  periihes  entirely,  and  after  a  fevere 
trial  of  threefcore,  or  fourfcore  years,   mouldeiis  like  our 
body,  into  duft.  ^  We  perceive  in  Oiufelves,  and  in  all  our 
&ecies,   a  natural  defire  of  ccnnplete  and  p^e£t  happineis^ 
Every  a£tion'of  our  lives  tends  to  this  ultimate  ;epd.  Our 
dioughts  and  faculties  are  conftandy  employed  to  this  par* 
titular  purpofe.    We  exert  ambition,  we  purfue  riches  and 
honours,  we  form  friendfhips  and  alliances,  always  with  a  view 
of  pofTeffing  one  certain  particular  fituation,  which  exifis  only 
in  our  own  thoughts,   and  cannot  be  found  on  this  fide  of 
die  grave.     But  fmce  npne  of  the  efFedb.  of  nature  are 
formed  in  vain,   and  fmce  all  other  beings,  mankind  ex* 
cepted,   enjoy  benefits,   fufEcient  and  fatisfa£lory  to  their 
natural  appetites  ;  it  is  far  from  a  prefumptibn  to  believe, 
that  the  Almightv  cannot  have  implanted  this  natural 
defire  fb  flrongly  in  all  the  fbns  of  Adam,  without  having 
allotted  a  proper  and  agreeable  iatisfa£iion  for  it.    That  fa* 
ttsfa^on,  we  muft  cornels,  is  not  attainable  within  the  U-^ 
mits  <tf  this  world.    Our  moft  reafonable  inference  then  is 
to  conclude,  that  it  may  be  appropriated  to  a  future  ftate. 

A  Tu;.Llt  de  iOnidtia^  cap.  3. 
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"epistle   xxviii.       ' 

PlinV  to  SEPTitius  Clarus. 

■^  •  •  • 

YO  U  fay,  that  certain  perfons  have  cooiplatned 
to  you,  that  I. am  beyond  mealure  proaigal  in 
the  praifes  of  my  friends.  I  confefs  the  accufatioff, 
and  I  even  rejoice  in  the  crime.  For  what  is  mom 
honourable,  than  the  error  of  good  nature  ?  But  who 
are  thefe  perfons,  fo  much  better  verfed  in  the  know- 
ledge of  my  friends,  than  I  am  ?  However,  allowing 
their  fiiperiour  knowledge,  why  will  they  envy  me 
in  fo  happy  a  delufion  ?  For  I  am  certainly  blefled  in 
the  high  opinion,  which  T  entertain!  c^  niy  frien£, 
even  although  thofe  friends  may  ndtbe  worth]lx>f 
that  opinion.  Let  thefe  perfons  ttherdTdre?^  trahfiibr 
their  n^ignant  zeal  to  othets.  They  will  find  miny, 
who  im^ine,  that  in  cenforing  their- ifriciid^\thtt|r 
difplay  their  own  judgement ;  but<.}tbty  wili  never 
perfuade  me  to  tmnk,  that  I  krve  inEiyT  fticnds  W) 
much.    Adieu.  :      :     ;        '  •  ^ 

.1  .  .  '  At 

OBSERVATIONS.  -e 

■•.■.':  ;■■  .r  '  >  ; 
In  any  future  tranfpofitien  of  pLiKys.  latfm;  iS^ixt!^ 
to  Septitius  ought  to  be  placed  tlie  £rft  of  the  oolle^iQi 
as  a  frontifpiece,  that  mieht  prepare  thp  teaser  for  tike,  fevei 
fubfequent  charadlefs  of  fKirttcwif  peribhs.  and  tlie  vanouir 
adb  of  getiferofify,  that  abotmd  .thrbtl^i^ 
PlJemy  thinto,  h^  canntn  h^ehis  frtlnfis'i^iriich':  A"  W*w 
fendment  I  whidi  he  Vel-ifitii  UjMlh  '^Ve^  b6eMSM;  SudlPSk 
exalted  turn  of  diiUtiiig  will  lw>fbiificLfingabr«nd  extnml* 
dinary,  in  all  ag^s^and  amote  tdU  people^  J^ikefHotn 
the  obfervation  U  ^ffefilyjuft,  mc  fUfU,  pppim  nmltiyqui 
carpere  amicos  Juds  judicium  vocafi^  ;  ..V  ,tl^atrina4y  Jpcrions 
rtiay  be  foiiiid,  who  iftmgihe'tfiey  dilplay"t{i<iir  own  judgj?- 
ment  by  thtf  ftviiltf  irtimrfdveffitJiiS,  Which  ttfejr  make  ufoh 
<'  their  friends."  It  muft  be  owiied;  thdi^  oUr  >chaniaer3 
are  often  niort  df^lr  ^•ufKled  bjr  ^ti^-fillito  fti^8»  &an 
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by  our  profefTed  enemies.  Such  friends  are  fuppofcd  to  (peak 
from  a  knowledge  of  our  ermrs^  and  a  pity  cf  our  iniurml- 
ties ;  while  our  avowed  enemies  are  imagined  to  be  influenced, 
in  their  cenAires,  by  prejudi(;e  or  revenge^  The  former  ftab 
us  in  the  dark  ;  die  latter  wound  us  openly  :  each  from  the 
fame  inducement^  a  defire  of  appearing  fuperiour  to  us  in 
'  condu£l  and  undemanding.  If  the  phil<mpher  li^ed  a  can- 
dle at  noon-day  to  find  out  an  honeft  man,  I  am  afraid,  he 
would  think  much  more  light  neceifary  to  find  out  a  friend^ 
as  diiinterefled  and  fmcere  as  Pliny. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E     XXIX. 

Pli  N  y  /^  CuKTius  Montanu&. 

YO  tj  will  laugh,  and  then  you  will  be  provoked ; 
then  again  you  will  laugh,  if  you  read  a  fa£ti 
::wfaich,  till  you  have  read,  you  cannot  believe. 

.  Not  a  mik  upon  the  Tiburtine  road  %   (I  obferved 
^It^latdy)  is  the  monument  of  Pallas,  thus  infa-ibed ; 

-TraC  aEKATB,^  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  HIS  FIDELITY  AND 
OMXTr  TO  HISIPATJIONS,  DECREED  HIM  PRiSt  OR  I  AN 
MARKS.OF  DISTINCTION,  AND  FIVE  MILLIONS  OF  SJ^- 
8TIRCES  \  He  CONTENTED  HIMSELF  WITH  THE 
HONOURS  ONLY. 

I  own,  I  am  never  fo  much  furprifed  at  the  gifts, 

')|9i^  ait  bdftowed  by  fortune,  asatthedfts,  which 

jire  the  cfk&s  of  judgement.    But  this  inlcription  has 

:moft  cvidendy  Ihewn  me  the  ridicule  and  ablurdity  of 

tiGSiours*  when  thus  thrown  away  upon  mire  and  dirt. 

!  Honours,  wj^ch  this  bale  villain  had  the  impudence 

both  to  receive  and  to  refufe ;  and,  as  an  example  o( 

Iris  modcratibn,  publUhed  his  refiifal  to  pofterity. 

>    But  why  am  I  moved  i^mh  indignation  ?  It  is  better 

to  laurfi,  left  dipfe^  who  reach  this  height,  ftiould  ima- 

*^«ie  thcmfelves  great  in  reality*,  when  they  are  only 

>aifcd,  as  obje^fts  of  deiifion*    Farewell. 

.  •  •  3!hc  road  |o  the  d^y  Tihr^  fixteen  sniles  frdm  Rmi. 

_i  O.BSE,R- 
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OBSERVATIONS* 

Pallas  was  the  freedman  of  Ct Aubius  CM^AlLf  Whoi 
from  the  time  of  his  fucceffion  to  the  eiiipiie  V  ^iStired  hhnTelf 
to  be  governed  entirely  by  his  wives  and  fiivorites.  Among 
the  latter,  Narcissus  and  Pallas  were  partictilariy  diftin'* 
guifhed.  The  riches  of  Pallas^  like  his  powety  Were  unli<* 
mited  and  amazing :  they  are  Ipdceh  of  by  all  tlie  RoiAan  hi<«- 
ftorians.  In  the  lucth  epiftle  of  the  ei^tn  book  We  (hall  find 
a  farther  account  of  this  infamous  decree.  The  rife  and  oc* 
cafion  of  it  is  ihdfttibned  by  Ta^xtItsi  ill  thtf  twelfth  book 
of  his  annals  ^. 

Pliny,  ia  this  epiftle,  ihe^  a  ]^rti6ular  warmth  and  in<* 
dignation.  He  even  lofes  himfelf  in  anger,  and  is  heated  ist^ 
to  a  ftrain  very  diffimilar  from  his  ufual  poUteneis*  He  iheiH 
tions  Pallas  as  the  fk»m  of  the  earth;  as  a  dunghill  ol^ 
fpring  * ;  [in  h$c  canum^  in  bas/onUs}.  and  he  appli^  to  him 
an  appellation,  \tlU  furcifir]  that  Cwtams  the  utmoft  feveiity* 
The  vrord/urcifir  iignines  a  flave,  wno,  foi:  ptinifhmtht  c£ 
fome  bafe  cjime,  particidariy  that,  w^  obligedf  to  *caiiy 
through  the  eity  a  fork  or  gallows  upba  his  neo^.  '  From  z 
paflage  in  SuBtoNius,  this punifhnient  of  the y^tf  appeal 
to  have  been  one  of  the  oldeft  Roman  iiiftittttiansi  '  Tne  lii* 
florian  tells  us,  ^<  that  when  NsRo  was  adverdfedof  his  a^ 
^'  proaching  punifhment,  [morg  majorumX  according  v^  ^ 
'^  manner  of  the  ancient  Romans,  he  aik^^  .what  ki^  ot  pu^ 
*<  nifhment  thai 
**  die  criminal 
<'  death  with  his  neck  fiAened  wi^ui  afitfkedftick «.''     ''  ' 

The  freedom  of  diis  Jettei' v^iv  Yttatfy  afbertahii  tlte 
it.  It  muft  have  been  written  ma  die  death  of  DoliiriAif^ 
either  in  the  reign  of  Nbrva  or^if  Trajak^  Althoi^Vy* 
the  expreffion  [niu^tfiAMnftft;/],  wt  nu^  Aippofe,  diatPLXNV 
had  not  till  lately  taken  notice  of  tlus  monumei}^  and  in^i{>« 
tion ;  yet  as  it  was  placed  withiii  a  iftile  oiRmiy  aiid  in  a  yptf^ 

*  He  fucceeded  CALiotrt  a»  aiid  wiis  (he  fifth  emperor  of  .ibinr. 

*  Cap.  53. 
<  Tacitus  fays,  Cornblivs  Scufio  affiraied,  that  Pallas  Wisn 

defcended  from  the^dent  \&^%  tiJlrcaditu  Annal.  1 2.  capu.59^ 
^  l^gttque/eb^fitmafimUmjadiUtHmf  iiputri,  utpaimmhtnm^ 
majorum.  InterrogawiifUf^  P^^r  td^^imu  ej/itpceiut?  et- cum,  contperifii 
ftudi  homims  eervUtm  it^ni  jin^e^,  JkQ..  C.SifTniTrAvtqgihhi 
HtKO  ChAV1>lV$  CMBkk,MjX  4^i  I  ''   
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public  road,  he  muft  have  obferved  it  often,  and  many  years 
before.  But,  the  times  had  reduced  all  prudent  men  to  an 
abfolute  taciturnity ;  their  eyes  and  ears  were  rendered  ufelefs 
in  the  rei^  Of  DomitiAn,  which^  like  a  winter's  froft^ 
locked  up  the  nobleft  fruits  of  nature^  till  the  funikine  of 'the- 
two  fucceeding  eitipferors  revived  etery  hopefiil  plant,  and 
brought  forward.all  the  bleffings  of  the.fpring. 
.  Fax-^as  jdi^  iiii  the  eight  hundred  and  fourteenth  year  of 
Rm^y  iq.  the  ninth  year  q£  NsHo^  by  whom  he  was  Aip* 
poied  to  have  been  poifonod. 

.    E  PIS  T  LB    XXX. 

-   PliN'V  /d  Julius  Genitor. 

1A  M  fincercly  troubled  to  find  by  your  letter,  that 
you  have  loft-i  fchdar  of  Ae  grcateft  hopes,  by 
whofe  ficknefi  and  death,  I  am  convinced,  your  ftudies 
I>avc  j&edti  totafhr  interrupted ;  fince  you  are  die  fWdt- 
eit'oBfeiV'ef  prall  dufes,  and.fince  your  affeftion  is 
Ui^^m[iited.  to  i:(ie>  peribns,  for  whom  you  cinj^ertain  aa 

...The  bufinefr^of  the  city  perfeciites  me  even  at  this 
jiaoe  %  for  1 4m'pefpcXu2ilj  appointed'  a  jtidge,  or  ^ 
ttfefdc;'  My  htilrandmcri  think  they  have  a  ridit, 
aftt?r  jny  long  abfence,  to  tire  out  my  ears  witR  meir 
Cdih{>la!ht6;  >^riioikce0ity  1  %.  under  of  fetting  my 
tjm£htsttJ^^  jh  difficuka  point 

to  jinjd  out  praf)te  Ctoant»i  Thefe  aire  the  reafons^  that 
tender  my  iruales  Teiy  pttscarious :[  hdwever,  I  ftudy 
ibfiKtinies  %  for  I  employ  myfelf  bdth  in  writihg  ana 
fcading.  But  thel>oolK  I  read  cortyiftcb  itie,  by  com- 
parifdn,  how iU l^rite.  However,:ydu  have  given  me 
^tat  encouragement^'  by  placii^  my  treatifes,  in  vin- 
Scation  *  of  nfiLViDtuS,  lipon  a  level  with  the  ora- 
tion of  D£MOSTHSK£s  againft  Midias.  While  I  was 
forming  thofe  compofitionS)  I  had  indeed  that  oration 
in  my  teuidst  not  with'  an  intentto  rival  (for  luch  a 
deHg^.h^  been  raihnefs,  aild  ahnbft  inadnefs)  but  to 
imitate  and  pwfue  his  method,  as  much  as  either  the 
•v^'7  ^  diftancc 
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^Bft  ancc'  of  our  abilities,  his  the  gre^tcft,  mine  the  leaft, 
and  the  different  circvimftanccs  of  the  caule  would 
permit.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

TMs  cpiftle  begins  with  an  affi^onate  condolence  to  Jf^* 
XIU6  Ge  nitor,  upon  the  death  of  one  of  bis  pupilis.  If.we 
look  back  to  the  thur/d  book  %  we  (hall  find  the  ex8u9:dbsra^i: 
of  Genitor.  He  Mras  one  of  the  moft  diflinguiihed  rfaete«- 
ricians  of  the  age ;  and  was  tecommen^^fl  by  r liny,  as  a 
proper  tutor  for  the  fon  of  Corelli a  HisI»ull a  j  the  ladvi^' 
to  whom  the  fourteenth  cpiftle  of  this  book  is  addreflcdi.  '  So 
accomidifhed  a  preceptor  muft  hav^  had  niany  fcholars  :  t)ut 
if  the  young  gentlenaan,  whofe  death  gjcrefoccafion  to  this' 
letter,  had  heeii  the  fpn  pf  CosiZLhiA^  hfi  would  certainly 
have  been '  mentioned  here  in  a  more  dijftif^i(hed  n^aioier  ; 
Pj^iny  interefting  himfelf  very  warmly  in  all  circumftance^ 
relating  to  the  fxndy  of  Rufus.  ..., . 

"  As  pLii^Y  had  many  Countiy  houfes,  it  is  npt  poffibk  to 
know,  from  which  of  hi^  feats  he  wriftcs  this  fetter.  He  f^s,  he 
had  been  long  abfent,  and  complains  of- the  difficulties  m  fet- 
ting  his  lands.  But  ha  g^ses  us  no  tittces, '  by  ^^ch  we  might 
find  out  wbi^re  thofe  Jaocb  were  fituBted.    1  ■^■'    " 

His  interruptions  were  itvi4endy  Qwing  i^p  his  viitaes.  He 
ivas  appointedi  an  arbttf^itofl:,  and  a  refi^ef*  beoii^efipjuui 
exceeded  him  in  juftip^ andintegrl^  :  ^nd.;^e  was  torn^ienlsed 
by  his  filrihprs  and  hufbandmen,  becaufe  the  f^eetnds.of  .1^ 
mfpofitiqn  rendered  ^lim  attentive' and  hum^e  to  complalnte. 
-  We  (hall'  find  foniie  ctiriotts  particulars  relating  to  the  Vin^ 
^cation  of.HELVtniDs  Pklscv*  itrlihettJiurieenthe^leGf 
the  ninth  book*  •        -^ '^ 

»  Epiille  yi. 
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•     I 

j^LAtTDltJs  Pcw-no  defuses  vour.fficfi&fliip.  Ithiak 
%^'  him  worthy  of  ft ;  firft,  bcc^ufe  he  dcfxres.  it  4 
then  5»in,  bea\3Si'!ie  1^^  you  -,  fe  fcarcc  any  inan 
fceks  the  fricndlWp  o^.'^ibther,  towJiom  his  own  af- 
f^Om  are  aot  l^^di^  Ipcli^/  Iq  jpther  nsfpe^ 
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h«  is  t  man  of  uprifl^tnefi,  fincerity,  and  temper^  he 
is  aUp»  if  it  be  pofliblei  modeft  to  a  fault.  Wh^  ^: 
were  in  the  army  together^  I  did  not  look  upqa  him 
in  the  fingle  light  of  my  fellow  foldicr :  He  com- 
manded a  wing  confiiHng  of  one  thoufand  men  :  I 
was  ordered  hv  the  confiiiar  legate-to  examine. inix>  the 
ftate  and  conmtion  of  the  wings  and  cohorts.  I  dii^ 
covered  many  inftances  in  fevend  oflBicers  of  abomi- 
nable negleft  and  avarice ;  but  in  the  conduft  of 
PoLLio,  I  found  the  utmojl  diligence,  and  the  great- 
^.integnty. 

He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  (bme  of  the  molt 
^nfiderable  emjdoyments  in  the  revenv^ :  he  remain* 
ed  there  as  incorniptiUe  as  ever,  not  in  the  leaft  al* 
tered  fvom  lus  accuftomed  abftemious  difpofitipn,  He 
was  never  made  proud  by  his  prolperity  -,  nor  ever 
loft  the  conftant  and  commendable  charu^  of  hu- 
pianity  in  the  duties  of  his  various  pofts  :  and  he 
went  through  the  fatigues  of  public  bufinefs  with  the 
^une  firmnefs  of  mind,  that  ne  now  fl>ews  in  his  re-' 
drement.  During  a  little  time  indeed,  to  his  great 
honour,  he  quitted  his  retreat ;  ouf  friend  Corbllius  > 
having  engagpd  him,  ais  his '  aflSftant,  in  purchafing 
and  ojviding  the  lands,  which  the  eniperor  Nerva 
beftpwed  mtiBt  generoully  upon  the  people.  What 
more  honourable  drcunubxice  could  attend  his  cha- 
}ra4^,  t^  tP  hfi  t^us  particularly  chofen,  by  fo  grqit 
a  man,  in  preference  of  fo  many  others  ? 

You  will  be  able  to  judge -df  his  devotion  and  fin- 
cerity  to  his  friends,  by  the  many  legacies  he  has  re- 
ceive from  tbeni  ;  tokens  of  their  laft  thoughts  in 
his  favour.  As  he  was  remembered  in  the./v^U  q£ 
MusoNius  Bassus,  one  of  our  moft  confiderable  ci* 
tizens ;  and  as  he  cultivates  literature,  as  much  as  all 
other  exceIleA|:  arts^;  he.  has  pul>lij9)ed.in  a  j^atefl^ 
view  of  prelerving  and  txvaoi^^^  the  memory  of 
Bassus,  a  treatife  upon  his  life. ' '  The  adion  Itfdf  i^ 

f  CoRSLLivs  RcJrFviy  tUlb  father  of  Corei,li a  Hu]:u;.tA.  S^e 
Ihe  acci^cofliii  death  in  the  I2tktj[j;'ef^  €XCdr 
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excellent,  and  is  ftill  more  worthy  of  applaufe,  as  it  is 
uncommon;  for  mbft  men  now  remember  the  deceafed, 
only  in  a  ftile  of  complaint.  Embrace  this  man,  wha 
is  (I  rdpeat  it)  moft  defirous  of  your  fnendfliip :  take 
him,  nay  invite  him,  and  efteem-  him  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  if  *  you  owed  him  acknowledgments :  for,  irf 
the  duties  of  friendftiip,  the  firft  beginner  is  not  only 
to  be  obliged,  but  to  be  rewarded.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

TTie  ftilie  of  this  'cpiftle,  tn  the  ori^nal,  i&.very  difFerent 
•  from  that  purity  of  language,  which  was  the  prhameht  of  the 
Auguftan  age.    It  is  burdened  and  entaneled  with  parentfaeies. 
The  ideas  are  croudedand  confufed.     VarioUs-liints  and  cir- 
cumftances  break  in  upon  the  firft  defign,-  the-  recommenda- 
tion and  chara£ler  of  Claubius  Pollio.    It  is  fcarce  poffi^- 
ble  to  invent  a  more  embanked  fentence,  tha^  where  Pliny, 
fpeakingof  PoLLio,  fays,  idemfuamrivgrintir^  quamfidiUttr 
amicos  colat^  multgrum  Jiiprimis  judidisy  in  his  Mu'soNii  Bas* 
SI,  gra^lfftmi  civisj  crmere poUs^  cttfus  numoriam  tarn  grtfta 
pradicattone  prordgat  it  txtendit^  ut  4Hrum  de  vita  ejus  (nam 
Jiudia  quoque<fJicut  alias  aries  bwasj  Vimrdiur)  i£Jerit :  "By- 
^^  the  laft  thoughts  of  nnuiy  perfbns,  efpedally  of  Musonius 
^^  Bassxjs,  a  citizen  of  worth  and  importance,  vou  may  b^- 
^'  induced  to  believe  with  what  refpe^  and  fiddity  he  pre* 
*<  ferved  his  friendihips.    The  memory  of  Bassus  was  fo 
^<  particularly  dear  to  him^  that  he  publifhed  a  book  of  the 
•*  life  of  Musonius  Bassus,  willing  (as  he  is  a  lover  of 
**  letters  aiid  all  good  arts)  to  extend  the  rame  of  his  friend, 
*'  by  a  grateful  panegyric.** 

As  no  compoiirions  are  fauldefs,  and  as  antiquity  itfelf, 
however  venerable,  cannot  flamp  perioStion  \  the  blemifhes 
and  the  beauties  of  every  author  ought  to  be  equally  and 
ingenuoufly  avowed. 


E  P  IS  T  h  E    XXXIL 
Pl  IKY  to  Fabatus,  bhmfisgtan^dther. 

A  M  much  jdeafed,  that  the  arrivai  of  my  friend 
Tvao  was  n  agreeatde  to  you.    jBtit  I  am  <:hiefly 

fc  4  overjoyed 
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ciirerjoyed  to  f^d\>f  yow  letter,  that  the  pre^(«  ef 
^  proconj^l  allowed  you  9f\  c^poitunity  of  grmtv^ 
Ifbqpty  M  Several  of  your,  flavses  i  for  I  am  d^firous, 
tii^t  our  CQuntFV  fl^puld  be  enlarged  by  ^  m^i^pd9» 
bv^t  chiefly  by  mt  increafe  of  citizens  ;  becauyfe  thtt 
ffTcuoiitance  is  the  ^ongeft  Aippprt  of  cities.  You 
1^,  that  yw  ^  I  have  both  been  honQured,  upon 
this  occafion^  with  thinks  and  praijfe.  Xt^s  i$  anodier 
fubjeft  of  joy,  but  not  out  of  an  ambitious  principle. 
For,  as  X:eNo?pQN  fjys,  ?'  it  13  fweet  to  hear  the 
^*  found  of  pr^c ;"  efoecially  when  you  are  confcjous, 
riic^t  you  delqrve  it.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Four  Tcttfrs  in  this  book  are  cx^^t  to  Fabattus  *,  Tl^a 
flrft  is  cpnc^miiig  fbme  lands  fold  by  Hermes,  the  fr^^maq 
0p  PtiNY,  to  CoRfUi A  HisPULt A,  iat  an  undpr  rate.  The 
other,  three  infirm  us,  Aal;  CAtEStKius  TyrOj  procprifid 
of  'Jkd^itufia^  *t  fli6  redyieft  of  ftLlNV,  vifited  Fabatus  at 
Jits  country  feat  near  Vxiviti  \xi  }i\t  J^lanefe  j  and  thei=e,  in 
lliiis.  marifterial  capacity,  perfedleil  tjie  liberty  of  feyeraj  dpine-r 
ilics  bdonging  to.die  good  old  m%n. 
*  Our  aumor  fb^ws  his  lifual  joy  and  f^tis&^^n  in  recf^iving 
tAat  incenf^  of  praife,  to  which  his  a£tions  conftant|y  en^ 
titled  him :  but  we  are  not  informed',  upon  wh.^  p^ri^ul^F 
aa;ount  he  was. at' this  time  ajiplaudjed,  unleffi;,,  4S.  is  jpjcobgble^ 
^benignity  of  Fabatus  to  thefe.^^i^iu^if^d/farv^t^^  w^ 
^jr  th^  cxiwp^  a>nd  at  thi?.  ijM^Vm  of  .^wHy^: 
^  The  iith>  the  |6th,  the  aa^^^.thf  tj^r 
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p  p  I  s  T  L  ^: 

Pliny  to  Cp,r  ne  li  u  s -Tacit  irs^ 

» 

IForefee,.  "ner  am  I  decdved  by  the  fjrfrit  of  falfc 
prp{>]i\ec]^^  j^t  your  bi^^i^  niiift  m  knixi^rtal, 
i  will  aci  ingcriubufly,  and  own,  that  for  that  reafbn  I 
vpSk  to  be  H49^  m  thenv!^  ^orv  if  we  am  Motors 
W  yf9Pm.  psr  pil^W©  bjMl)C.ti?ft  *Btift.|  ought  vfe 

i-  vl  riot 


<^t  ^  to  defirt/  thai  fuch  an  hiftdrlan,  as  jQ^  3ie^' 
9>igbt  de&ribe  our  aftions  ?  I  (halt  therefore. lay.  tfe^i 
&rt  ;^  4  parti^ar  afiaify  which  cannot  have  eicap- 
ed  your  notice,  aa  it  ^  entered,  in  the  pubhc  re^lfters : 
l^mfever^  I  ihall  telat^e  it,  that  you  may  know  hbW 
9)Uf^  4eUght)Dd  I  •>  muft  bo,  if  my  behaviour/  in  thii 
iAftanCQ}  where  the  Juonovr  wa3  heightened  by  the  im« 
pending  dangear*  fhpuld  be  cefehratsd  by  th&  fkrength 
©f  your  gepius>  and  the  credit  of  your  teftimoby. 

The  &nate  appomted-me,  jointly. wit^  HiREfrwivi 
SsKSCio,  to  be  an  advocate  for  .the- province  of  .fi^;* 
tica  againft  BiSBius  M assa.  •  He  rwas  found  fpikf^ 
and  the  fenate  pa£^  fentence,  that  his  goods*  ihouJ[4 
be  kept  for  the  ufe  of  the  public.  Sbnecio  came  to 
me  upon  a  4^y  when  the  confuls  were  at.lei&irft  to 
hear  petitioo$,  and!  imd,  ^^  We  wsre  unatumous  in 
^^  proiecuting  t^  acQofatiQn  .enjoinfed  us }  let  us  noir^ 
^^  with  the,  famd:  unanimity^  ^  tdthe  confuls,  and 
^>  defire,  that  th^ji. would  nac^i(u6S^  the per&xis,  to 
^.^  whoie  cuftodjn  i£e.  goods  6f  Masjs^  were  ct)mmto<^ 
**  ted,  to  embezzle  them/*  I  anfwered,  ^^  As?:W« 
were  appointed  advocates  by  the  fenate,  confider, 
whether  ygu  ^Q  Wt  jthtnl?  vfi  s^ftjjjitply  difcharged 
^*  from  that  appointment,  fince  the  fenate  has  pafled 
^^  fentence  in  tha  ewife."  T|^l;»4uch  SENatciale- 
plied,  ^^  You  may>ai3;  as  you  plefife,  fince  you  ha^^ 
*'  no  attachments  to  "that  proyiWe^''exc^t  feeh  as 


4«  tefmine4  upon^  live  ipoint,,  I  ^  fallow  your^  «hM 
^^  if  ^ny  refentmmit  fbould  be  ^hd'Confeqiienco  of  this 
^^  attwpapt,  it  may  not'fell^Bpbrt'yoiu  alonia,'*  W« 
went  to  the  confuls ';  6£^&cta  6ixi  i&\^  that  was  |jer* 
tihent  to  the.iUl&firv.'an^  I  added  feme  wori^  to -thj: 
fame  purpofe.  Wehadifckke^flittiKea/^hfeA M^^^ft/L 
i:pa>pl^imng, '  tbajt  S*n5cio  h^d^e^cecded  tfvei,dnflr'of 

gn,  ;^v9cat^^  flJQ^Mb^*  ^^yfffd  t}i^^'bit;?iia^'*Qf  un 

enemy^ 
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tntmfy  accuied  him  of  cruelty.  This  ftep  produced 
a  general  conilemation.  But  I  faid,  ^*  I  fear,  mod- 
^^  excellent  confuls,  that  Massa,  bv  his  fdencci  has 
*^  infinuated,  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  prevarica- 
•*  tion  ;  becaufe  he  has  not  accu&d  me  alfo.**  Thia 
Ijpeech  was  immediately  received  with  great  applauie, 
and  vns  much  and  frequently  conmiendxl  afterwards. 
Even  our  emperor  Nerva  (for,  although  a  private 
man,  he  was  diligent  in  attending  caules,  when  the 
pubUc  welfare  was  concerned)  wrote  to  me  in  the 
hi^eft  terms,  congratulating  not  me  only,  but  the 
prefent  age  (fuch  are  the  exprefllons  of  his  letter)  in 
producing  an  example  parallel  to  the  ancients. 

However  worthy  thefe  addons  may  be  in  them- 
&lves»^.they  will  appear  in  a  nx^re  conq)icuous,  more 
excellent,  and  more  extenfive  light  by  your  reprefen- 
^on.  But  in  the  defcripdon,  I  by  no  means  re- 
jqpkt  you  to  add  the  leaft  circumfbance ;  for  hiftory 
ought  not  to  tran&i:ds.againfb  truth  ;  and  truth  is  fut- 
ficient  to  di^ay  me  dccellence  of  honourable  adtions. 
Farewell. 

•  ■  ■      ■  •  "      "  fc         • 

OBSERVATiaNS. 

m 

'  In  readinjg  this  e^e,  the  requeft  cf  Tully  to  Luc- 
CBXUS  will  immediatidly  occur  ;  and  Pliny  will  appear  liefs 
unrcafonaUy  ambitiaua  than  GicBRo. 

Juguror^  nee  nu  fiiUit  augurium^  bijtorias  tuas  immortaUs 
ftauraii  ••  I  prophdy,  and  I  am  fiue  I  pn^hefy  right,  th^t 
*•  your  hiftory  will  be  immortal.'*  From  former,  epiftles  to 
Tacitus,  efjpedally  the  twendedi  of  this  book,  we  may; 
nemember,  Aat  PtiKY  fiipcrvifed  all  the  Writings  of  that 
hiftorian.  This  prophegr  didrefere  it  the  refult  of  judge^ 
mcnt  Tlie  works  of  Tacitus  nrnft  remain  of  equal  du- 
raition  with  die  Latin  lai^age.  It  is  only  to  be  wiflied 
ihcj  were  as  perfe£l,  as  they  are  inmuactal ;  efpecially  as  no 
traces  of  P1.IN  y  are  to  be  round,  either  in  the  annals  or  the 
hiftory. 

*    The  occurrences  here  mentioned  happened  in  the  reign  of 
'PomriAN.    Upon  a  jreirofped  of  dwf^rdepiftle  ot  the 

fourth 
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fburdi  book,  we  may  oUenre.  that  in  confequence  of  his  be- 
haviour as  an  advoiate,  Pliny  was  again  employed  by  the- 
AkdalvsJans  %  at  z  time  when  he  was  pneiedt  of  die 
treafury.  He  enjoyed  that  office  in  the  fecond  year  of 
Nkkva,  and  die  d^t  hundred  and  forty  ninth  year  of 

'  Iterum  me  jam  fnefmttm  aJvocatam  fofiulanierunt.,  implorantil 
fdem  meara,  quam  ijftnt  ctntra  Massam  Bjebium  ixftM,  &C. 
Ldncolii  edit,  page  189. 

The  charader  of  Bxaius  Masia  will  be  found  in  Tacitusi 
Hiftor.  lib.  4.  cap.  jo.  Hit  ricbes  arc  mentioned  by  Martial, 
lib.  !>■  c^gram.  29.    Hi)  power  ii  hinted  at  by  Juvenai,  fatyr 
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The  End  of  the  Sevznth  Book. 
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Pliny  /0■$«^TtTlus  Claxus. 

5  Pcrfthiliea'iny  joirtney  IjBpjriljr.  I  muft 
j  tecftpc  hdwtver  the  indiipofirion,  wMdi 
.  fome  of  my  firrants  contraSjfid,  by  tha 
)  eiceiliyc  heats  ;  patticuLarlT  Encolpi- 
J  us ;  dbie  pai&gps  into  his  luggg  bang 
irritated  1^  the  duft,  he  has  coiM^ied  i^ 
blood.  Ttds  is  the  ferviuit»  who  uled  to  leaa  to  me^ 
and  employ  not  only  my  fcrious,  but  my  faCcdou* 
hours.  Wt^t  a  miMomme  muft  it  be  to  hun,  am) 
what  a  difappcnntment  to  me,  Ihould  he.  wht^e  chi^ 
accon^ilijhmenc  i«  his  ftudy,  be  reodeied  inc^able  oS 
ftudfing?  VnioinUmd)  ulU  bbiVJByipQifain^^ 
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Who  will  efteem  them  lb  much  P  or  ^  wbofe  vi^l^' 
my.fegrS  be  faperfedlly  reconciled  ?f«t;.  -  ■    Tri.  ■■., 

But  the  G6ds  promifc  us  hafg»<vent3: 
is  ftopped  ;  hffiipain  is  relieved.   ^^JSTidcSj'Kc  u^ 
mions  ;  wc  areiMJeful,  and  the  phyfidans  ar^^d"" 
Add  to  this  Sit  wholefome  fituation,  the  nw^, 
jmd  the  quiet ;  all  which  are  &i  many  a^raoci&  ^, 
equal  portion  of  health  and  tranquihty.     Adieu?' 

;:^,_.';*^-    OBSERVATIONS.'-    '^-^ 

'^b^rtmpbffible  td  ^void  laniertting,  even  ^ain  ani]  ffi>Bl*  - 
dat'^  eplftlet  o£J'LiNy  are  To  injudicioti^.repu^i^i'u 
that  neither  pc^tms  nor  &£b  can  be  rccoile^feci,  iserely  tiy 
thnsunivoper  difbutf^  J&otn  c^^  other.  However  trifling 
many  of 'dicic  tettm  may  be,  they  would  at  leaft,  appear 
more  entertaining,  if  the  circumftaiices,  belcu^ing  to  cwh 
MrtJailar  pedon  woe  £>  placed,  as  to  run  oa  is  a  luccef^-- 
£on,  and  to  dircovcr  at  once  every  remark,  opinion^  or  va- 
riatkm,  that  is  made  by  the  aumor  upon  tfat  &nic  fuljed. 
In  this  epiftle  we  find  an' account  of  £NC0Lrius,  ai  one 
of  the  beft  readers  in  the  world :  ^it  dttnit  mttt  BbtUa  Jk 
Itget  ?  ^tm  aurit  bm«  fie  Jiqumur  ?,  "  Who  will  equal 
^  him  in  leading;  to  me  my  works  f  or  to  whom  mil  mv 
■*  ears  attend  with  equal  iattt&^on 7"  In  (he  ^ui^  fourth 
cpifllc  of  the  ninth  book  he  ii  nientioAed  ai  a  baa  reader 
<^  poetry ;  a  novicf  in  the  harmony  of  verfc.  P|,iny  there 
&y3,  iji  mm  tain  lama  klhr,  fuam  t^  ptta.  This  letter 
ought  to  have  been  placed  fub&cjuent  to  ttie  thirty  fourth  of 
(heoinih  book,  byrwhich  pofitipn  we  oiigbt  at  leaft  know* 
tfi^:£NCoL7ius  had.  acquired  a. very  great  improvement  in 
fiie.art  of  reading. 

'  ■  Exafperetisfamhs  puhtfit  fanpdntm  rtjtcU.  The  com- 
^l^t  of  Encolpios  was  an  htmphti  or  cou^ing  of  blood 
from  the  lungs.  His  blood  was  agitated  by  the  exceffive 
heats  of  the  joumey.i  .and  Ins  pulmonaiy  vdlels  were  To  ir- 
ritated by  the  dull,  aa  to  produce  .a  cou^,  and  a  rupture  <^ 
ibme  of  thp&  vefiels. 

'  Ht/idft  dolor.  T&e  word  ^a/«r  refers  to  a  pain  in  his 
bn^lt,  which  conltantly .attends  this  dlftemper,  and  M  often 
followed  by  a  confumption.  But  as  this  illnefs  was  owing 
tor  an  accidental  caufe,  more  thah  toany  defodt  in  his  con- 
ftibitiMi,  £Ncgi,riva,  lb  all  prgbabilihrj  racorered. 

EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE    11. 
Pliny  to  Calvisius. 

SOME  people  g6  to  their  eftates  to  gain  money : 
I  go  there  to  lole  it.  I  had  jfold  my  vintage  to 
certain  merchants)  who  had  been  contending  to  buy 
it.  The  price,  that  the  grapes  then  bore,  and  which 
they  were  likely  to  bear,  tempted  them.  They  were 
deceived  in  their  expediation.  To  remit  to  them  in 
general  an  equal  proportion  of  their  purchafe  tnoncy^ 
was  fuffidently  expedient,  but  not  fufficiently  Juu:« 
The  duty  of  doing  juffice,  to  me  ieems  as  indiroen-' 
fable  in  private,  as  in  public  tranfaftions,  in  little 
matters,  as  in  great ;  in  our  own  affairs,  as  in  the  af« 
fairs  of  others.  If  punifhments  for  offences  fliould 
be  equal,  rewards  for  equity  ihould  be  the  fame. 
Therefore,  that  none  of  thefe  purchafers  fhould  de* 
part  from  me  without  fbme  conffderation,  I  remitted 
to  all,  and  to  each  particular  perfbn,  an  ei^th  piart 
of  the  price  he  was  to  ^ve.  When  I  had  done  this» 
I  took  affde  fuch  amongft  them,  who  had  made  the 
largeft  contrafts.  For,  as  they  had  been  of  the  chief- 
eft  fervice  to  me,  fb  was  their  lofs  by  far  the  moil 
cdhfideraUe.  Therefore,  to  thoie,  wno  had  boi^^ 
more  than  the  amount  of  ten  thbufand  fefterces  %  I  for- 
gave a  tenth  part  of  the  fum  above  the  ten  thoufand^ 
as  an»  additional  remiflion  to  the  ei^th  part,  which  I 
had  already  given  in  conunon,  and,  as  it  were,  a  pub^ 
licgjift. 

I  am  afraid  I  have  not  ecplained  niyfelf  fufficiently ; 
let  me  farther  open  to  you  the  calculation.    For  ex- 
ample, if  the  purchafe,  made  by  any  particular  mer- 
chant, amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  feiterces  \  he  re-,     . 
ceived  back  the  dghth  of  fifteen  thouf^d,  and  the 

*  Equal  in  Englxih  tx^tycf  to  80  /•  141.  7  4f. 

^Equalto  12|/.  I /.  ioy<.t.  , 

tentk 
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tenth  of  five  thoufand  more  *.  Befides,  as  fbme  of  the 
contradtors  had  made  larger  payments,  others  fmallcr, 
others  none  at  all,  1  did  not  think  it  juft.  that  equal 
allowances  fliould  be  made  to  til,  biit  ferny  in  propor- 
tion to  the^  feveral  fums  they  had  advanced.  Again 
therefore,  to  thoie,  vtixo  had  paid  ine,  I  remitted  It 
tenth.  Thus  I  made  evi^ry  fnan  proper  allowances 
according  to  his  merit,  ^nd  obliged  him,  by  diis  zQi 
of  gpnerofity,  not  only  to  deal  with  hie  for  the  futur^^ 
but  to  niake  ready  payments. . 

This  equitabk,  or  if  you  will^  this  cafy  method  df 
adjmfting  matters  h$s  been  i  ,(x>»£idefable  lois  to  me : 
but  at  was  well  v^btth  that  expehcc.  For  throughout 
the  whole  country,  both  the  iiovelty  df  the  remifEon^ 
and  the  manner  of  *it^  is  applauded.  And  evert 
thoie,  whole  pOitition  was  not  :fo  great  as  that  of 
others^  but  wnom  I  treated,  by  diftini^  and  gradual 
propiOrtiOps^  fcfpecially  if.tlwy  were  of  the  better,  and 
morq  confiderate  fort,  went  from  roc  the  more  obliged, 
as  they  founds  that  it  was  not  by  me, 

Tie  'ii)itked  and  tbe  ^odwtrt  boHourei  both  alike  ^ 
Fjurewelh 

OBS&RVAtlONS. 

•         #  •  • 

This  epiftle  lA  mentlone^I  by  ^fcnfieur  Rollin,  In  hi^ 
tlijloure  Ancienne^  ****9^B  <"^  infUnc^s  of  Pliny's  great 
gendrbflty.  At  fUCh-  Ihdeed  it  ivili  alWaVs  appfe^.  But 
i4ie  tritepet  of  fanie  is  blowtl  fo  loUdly  by  PtiNr  him- 
ielf,  ahd  the  tune  is  ib  dfteh  repeated,  that  it  mufl  found 
hatib  and  tedious  tp'sn  impanddl^  «ftr.  Th^  fiime  {(orjf 
told  in  a  few  words,  without  the  many  minute  .circum^ 
flaqces,  that  are  inferted  in  this  letter,  Would  hi^ve  cat>ti- 
vated  pofterinr  'in  a  inuch  more  feiifible  ipanner,  than  tti$ 
nietliGNd,  which  Pjciny  luw,.purmcfl.j  ^,7^e  inan^  who  ^ 
avaricious  of  f&me,  ,flidiild  i&  like  the  ^4^n,  who  i^  avarl'^ 
cioiis  of  money :  Ytt,  him 'hqi:1>oaft,of  ^b  kcquifitions,  whidi. 


*  The  total  of  which  tmouhts  to  19/,  ^s.'j^d.^. 
^  Vide  HoMiRi  Iliad,  lib.  x.  ;)^.  319..     . 

he 
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lie  has  fecured  in  his  coffers,  and  the  world  vill  fooh  begin' 
to  fpeak  lai^7  of  his  riches,  although,  in  the  true  fpirtt  of 
avarice;  be  ihould  be  perpetually  throwing  out  iniihuationa 
'of  poverty  and  diftrelii. 

£  P  1  S  f  L  E    tit 

Pl  IN  Y    /ff    Sp  ARSUSi    ■ 

YO  U  hint,  thi^'  the  book,  which  I  lately  fent  to 
you,  of  ail  m^  works,  pleafcs  you  moft.  A 
cJertwn  friend  of  mine,  a  oian  of  g?Tat  learning,  b  of 
the  fame  opinion.  Thefo  circumftances  are  the 
ftronger  inducements,  why.I  fhould  believe  neither  of 
you  to  be  miflaken  •,  bcc^-.ils;  ii  is  not  credible,  that 
you  Ihould  both  be  deceived  ,  and  becaufe  I-am  will- 
ing to  flatter  myfelf  in  thaf  {.articular. 

Whatever  piece.  I  tum'mii:  to  yuu  lateft^  I  am  dc- 
firous  ihould  appear  to,  Vpu  Itill.thc  moft^perfefl;. 
And  thetefore.l  am'  ib''>i'Q.  tprid  ni  a  certain  oration^ 
which  I  have  juft  now  jSubiLlhrilrthari  Iain  of  the. 
book,  which  you  mention; '  T  iti '  ;-.t  td  ffqa  you  thaf 
oration,  as  fiion  as  I-can  find  a-ir't;  rarijeh.- 

I  fear  I  have  raifcd  ypUt^^i'^'-'^''^*-'PP^.tq  a  degree,- 
that  the  fpeech  itfelf  ■wiH'iiot  anf^6r;  '  l^wever  ex-, 
peft  it  as  a  pertbrmancfcj  that  may,  tad  perhaps  it 
will,  plcafeyou.     Adidi,^'  ^'         ■  1  f  j^ 

.  oBSERy_xii.'o';^jft'*..';  ■  ■  .;■.'! 

Almoft  every  letter  frqm  Plinv,  treating 'of  his  woi-lai 
bears  evidenr marks  of  vanity.''  T'hc  fiice  of  this  tplftle  car- 
ries in  it  thofe  particular  featuresi*  In  enfinUaidon  of  fuch  a 
blemilh,  it  can  be  only  laid,  that  we  look  u|>dn  this  fort- <^ 
prefumption  with  a  fcveror,eye,  than  it  w»s>ever  beheld  by 
the  ancient  Romans.  Our  religion  perhaps  firll  introduced 
humility.  And  yet  we  oftner  puolicly  declare,'  than  private.* 
ly  Condemn  ourfclves,  as  uttprofitable  firvants.  Ouf  method 
of  aiTuming  a  high  reputation,  and  'grafping  at  perional  glonr, 
IB  not  by  extolKJag  our  own  workt^  but  by  depreciating  tne 
.   Vm,.  Q.  M  -tKt^Yk 
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tavyj  or  vatutyi.  It  wouM  willingly  feem  the  ^fk&  of  • 
nice  judgefaaeit ;  but  it  is  too.  frequently  the  oflfspring  of  » 
malicious  rage.  We  are  not  therefore  leTs  vain,  hut  mpre 
artful,  than  our  predeceilbrs.  Our  ends  and  defigns  are  the 
fame.    We  differ  only  in  die  method  of  fulfilling  them. 

Pliny  is  certainly  in  an  error,  when  he  raifes  the  expec- 
tations of  Spars  us  *  to  an  immoderate  height.  This  error 
is  readily  confefTed  by  him,  and  yet  he  purlues  it.  An  in- 
ftance,>Wit  felf-loye  will  mi^ke  us  wade  through  the  dee{>eft 
roads  of  s^iirdity.  ^^ 

-^  *  This  IS  die  fecoiid  and  l^ft  letter  to  Sfahsus  ;  the  &rft  is  thft 
fillh  epilHe  of 'the  foarth  book*  .:< 

■V  ■     -    -  ^ 

-^^        PP  I  S  T  LE    IV. 
;,  ;  Puny  to  CAHtvivt  Rwfus. 

XO  U  taiinot  do  better,  than  in  pi^ring  mate^ 
rials  iFor  die  hiilory  of  the  JDacifth  war.  Wha? 
^  ft  ran  be  more  recent,  more  copious,  more  ex- 
tended, m<m  poedcal,  and,  although  all  truth,  morq 
like  a  fable? 

You  will  defcribe  the  courfe  of  raft  rivers  turned 
into  new  cbtnnels,  new  bridges  ereAed  over  rivers, 
camps  fixed  udoa  the.  flm)m  mouhtmns ;  a  king^ 
fitperiour  to  aU  diffidence,^  driven  out  of  his  palace^ 
and  deprived  of  life.  You  will  farther  mention  two 
triumphs  for  9  double  vi&ory,  the  firft  oi  which  wa$ 
gained  over  a  peoj^e,  dU  diendioug^t  invincible,  and 
who  have  been  entitdy  &bdiw4  by  the  laft. 

There  is  one,  and  Indeed,  it  is;  the  greateft  difGcultyi 
to  equal  by  d^icripdon  iuch  expl<»ts :  Your  own  great 
genius,  wku:b  fiems  to  rife  hidher,  according  to  the 
more  elevated  lutgefts  yoi2i  dti^be,  is  fcafxre  tuffidenc 
to  the  taik,  Thtte  t?5U  be  fome  labour  too  in  mak^ 
ir^  thie  barbarous  and  &vage  names,  ^eciaUy  tjiat 
orthc  king  himfelf,  run  finoothly  in  Greek  vcrfe.. 
6ut  there  19  noting,  which  art  and  diUgeace  will  not 
.  ^  i .  l'^^  '  .  mitigate 
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mitigate,  if  it  cannot  conquen  Befides,  if  permiflion 
was  granted  to  Hombijl,  to  contract,  extend,  and 
alter  words,  naturally  foft,  and  ori^nally  Greek,  in 
crder  to  give  a  more  eafy  flow  to  his  verfcs  ;  -why 
may  not  you  be  bold  enoug;h  to  afiume  die  fame 
licence,  fince  it  is  not  matter  of  nicety,  but  of  ne- 
ceflity  ? 

As  foon  then  as  you  have  invoked  the  Qodsr,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  poets,  and  isnohg  thofc 
Gods,  that  Deity  *,  whofe  empire,  whofe  adtions,  and 
whofe.counfels  you  intend  to  celebrate,  let  yotnr  ropes 
go,  fpread  your  fails,  and  put  forward,  now,  iftv^f 
with  your  whole  ftrength  of  genius.  When  I  am 
writing  to  a  poet,  why  fhould  I  not  write  in  a  poeti- 
cal ftyle  ? 

Now  let  nfc  extort  fix>m  you  this  promlfe,  that  yon 
will  fend  me  the  very  firft  part  or  your  poems,  ^ 
&on  a$  At  is -compleated  }  nay,  evj^n  before  it  is  cqm^ 
pleated.  It  wiU  then  be  new,  unfi^med,  m^  al  ic 
were,  juft  bonir  You  will  a^er,  ^^  Parcels  icwnot 
^'  give  the  fame  delight  as  the  wholp i^jjcr  can  an. 
*'  unfinifhed  poem  pleafe  in  the  fame  degiy^;  las  if  it 
•«  were  finilhed,"  This  I  lOKWv  afta  lllire&re  1 
Qi^Jl  eftqem  them,  oi^y  .9»  works  higixn  :  I  fhal| 
k>ok  upon  tihem  a$  dilltkMl^.  membeiri^i  th^  (ball  \m 
concealed  in  my  ftudy^  till, they  receive  the  lad  finifli* 
ing  ftrokes  from  your  file. 

Suffer  me  tso. enjoy  this  piM^tioilar  tdcen  of  your 
;^end(hip,  addidonal  to  iho^  which  I  have  a^eadf 
received  j  that  I  mjiy  kiJow  fucb  fecretj,  as  you-  ^iU 
ef>tru|t  to  no  othtxypcrfom  ^io  a  word,  itkpofllble, 
th^  I  mixy  fhew  greatj^r  approbation  wd  apf^avkfe  fif 
jfBpur  writing^y  when  they  iw  &nt  to  me  im,  kik  hafte» 
fmd  after/deeper  confi^atipn  %  but  my  pr^e,  aM 
t^m  of  yovj,  .will  be  ttegrc^,  accowingto  die 
e^cpedidon  and  ipfsorredb^eis;^  with  v^ldoh  you  fend 
mm.    Adieu. 


•«5 
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'  The  wars  of  Trajan  in  JOacta  afforHed  noble  ftiaterial* 
for  an  epic  poem.  His  military  charafter  was  moft  remark- 
ably diftinguiijied.  He  had  been  bred  up  in  the  camp  from 
his  childhood  :  iand  upon  his  acceffion  to  the  empire,  he  re- 
fplved,  that  the  Romans  fhquld  refume  their  former  glory, 
and  Ihould  ^gain  become  the  moft  powerful  people  in  the 
^vorld!  *  ■    -  • 

DoMiTiAN  had  concluded  an  ignominious  peace  with  the 
Dad  :  Yit  had  confented  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  to  that  na- 
tion. Trajan c  refufed  to  fubmit  to  fuch  bafe  conceflions  ; 
and,  i^hen  he  found  himfelf  perfe<£Uy  eftabliflied  upon  the 
imperial  throne,  the  firft  obje£ls  of  his  indignation  were  the 
people  of  Dacta,  He  entered  their  territories  with  a  very 
numerous  army,  .and  having  forced  them  to  a  battle,  he 
^ned,  riot  Without  riiuch  flaughter*^of  his  own  troops,  a 
very  important  vl<Sory  over  his  endmies.  He  puifued  every 
advantageous  circumftance  of  this  conqueft,  and  with  great 
fpirit  and  perfeverance  followed  the  Daci^  who  were  ftill 
flying  before  him^  to  a  very,  near  approach,  of  Zierhtizegethu- 
fay  (an  inharnionious  name  for  yerft)  their  metropolis.  De-^ 
CEBALUS,  the  King  of  Dacia,  -was  alarmed  at  the  danger, 
of  his  capital,  arid  immediately  fent  embaffadors  to  the  con-, 
queror,  to  accept  of  fuch  terms  of  peace,  as  fhould  be  of- 
fered. The  articles  were  adjuffed,  and  Trajan  returned 
lo  Rome ;  wher'e  he  was  received  with  all  the  honours  qf  a 
triumph,  and  was  foon  after  faluted  by  the  furnameofDA- 
cicus. 

A  confequentjal  circumftance  of  this  viftory  might  allow 
room  for  true  panegyric,  Jn  the  fpirit  of  a  poetical  genius. 
Dion  informs  us,  luch  number  of  Romans  were  hurt  in 
the  battle,  that  linen  was  wanting  to  bind  up  thdir  wounds. 
.  The  emperor  tore  his  robes,  '^a  beftowed  his  own  gar- 
ments to  the  ufe  and  relief  of  the  wounded.  So  remark- 
able an  inftance  of  generous  humanity  deferved  the  utmoft 
dignity  of  verfc*  It  demanded  the  fire  of  LucaNj  and  the 
judgement  of  Virgil.  * 

By  the  cfaiaradter  of  Canini  us,  genteely  glanced  at  [stiam 
iuo  tngenhyicc*]  in  this  epiftle,  we  have  room  to  fuppofe 
him  a  poet,  equal  to  the  work.  But  the  pOem  itfelf,  if  ever 
coippleated,  is  buried  amidft  the  ruins  of  antiquity. 

Super 


BOOK    vm.  i8i 

Super  hac  aSfos  bis  trtumphos :  "  Add  to  this  a  celebration 
5*  of  two  triumphs."  Dec^balus,  impatient  to  remain 
under  the  articles  of  a  peace,  which  his  late  dangerous  fitu-* 
ation  had  extorted  from  him^  took  the  earlieft  opportunity 
of  breaking  his  faith  with  Rome.  He  raifed  men,  provid- 
ed arms,  entertained  deferters,  and  entered  irt'to  new  alli- 
ances againft  the  Rornans.  Trajan,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  offenfive  preparations,  after  the  fenate  had  declared 
Decebalus  a  public  enemy,  marched  into  Dacia^  and  made 
an  entire  cohqueft  of  that  kingdom.  The  fete  of  Dece- 
balus a  is  told  us  in  this  epiftle,  puljum  regid^  pulfum  etiam 
vita  regem  :  **  He  was  driven  out  of  his  kingdom,  and  loft 
**  his  life.".  The  fecond  triumph  of  Trajan  was  mom 
fplendid  than  the  firft,  as  his  viftory  was  inore  complcat* 
'^orum  alter  ex  inviSfa  gente  primus^  alter  ndviffitnus  fuit : 
**  The  firJt  of  which  viftories  was  ovej*  a  nation  never 
**  before  conquered,  the  other  was  a  final  and  decifive  con-  ♦ 
**  queft."  Daci(^  ^  was  reduced  to  a  Roman  province,  in 
which  nianjr  colonies  were  planted,  all  compofed  pf  the 
leaft  opulent  citizens  of  Rame^  and  other  towns  of  Italy  $ 
an  inffance  of  the  wifdoni  and  policy  of  Trajan*s  reign. 

Certain  Incidents,  which  we  find  in  Dion,  relating  to 
the  Dacian  war,  muft  have  appeared  excellent  epifodes  in 
an  epic  poem  j  as  they  point  out  the  triic  Romian  fpirit  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner.  LonginCs,  one  of  the  chief  com- 
manders agfiopg  the  Romans,  and  one  of  the  chief  favorites 
of  Trajan,  having  been  treacheroufly  made  prifoner  by 
Deceb  ALUS3  poifoned  himfelf,  left  his  imperial  niafter  might 
fubmit  to  dilaovaqtageous  terms  of  peace,  with  a  view  of 
fecuring  the  life  and  liberty  of,  fo  valuable  an  officer.  A 
captain  of  horfe  being  wounded,  was  carried  to  his  tent  to 
be  drefled  ;  the  wound,  upon  examination,  proved  incur- 
able :  but  as  his  ftrength  was  not  yet  exhaufted,  he  returned 
to  the  battle,  and  fought  with  great  bravery,  and  "no  lefi 
fuccefs,  to  the  laft  moment,  that  he  was  able  to  fit  upon 
his  horfe,  or  fuftain  ^  fword  in*  his  hand,  ' 

•  ■•.••■■ 

a  D.10N  Cassius  fays,  Dbcebax.u8,  feeing  his  metropolis 
taken,  and  all  his  dominions  utterly  fabdued,  put  an  end  to  his 
own  life.     His  head  was  fent  to  Rome. 

**  The  ancient  Dacia  contained  the  modern  Tranfilvanich  Wala^ 
•fbia,  and  foirie  other  neighbouring  countries,         ' 
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ASJott$  ,of  this  Icind  were  fine  niatcriials  for  the  fiibric, 
i^hlcii  Canjnius  intehcled  to  laife.  Bift  above  dl,  the 
ch^u:a£ler  ijl  the  emperor  himfelf  afForded  a  foundation,  ^at^ 
like  the  wih  oi  Troy^  feemed  to  require  oeteftial  hands  to 
^ttUh  the  fupeHbrufture^ 

E  PIS  T  L  E    V. 
Pli^v  to  DucENNius  Geminus, 


OUR  fii^iftd  MAenmus  has  received  a  Heavy 
vmund  He  has  loft  his  wife  :  A  moft  exem- 
|ilaiy  woman  :  She  would  have  appeared  fuch,  even 
among  our  anccftors.  He  lived  with  her  nine  and 
thirty  ye»rs,  without  the  leaft  peevifhnels,  or  difagree- 
inent.  ttbw  fliall' we  weigh  the  high  regard  Ihe  paid 
\ax  hiifbamJ,  when  ftie  deferved  die  higheft  regard 
hfrfelfP  How  many,  and  how  great  virtues  wer6 
collcftcd  fronpi  different  ages,  and  united  in  her  perfoh ! 
^Ac)itKT/s  hais  indeed  this  folid  comfort,  that  he  has 
been  fo  Iphg  in  ppfleflion  of  fuch  a  bleffing.  But 
tivea  again  from  that  very  caufe,  fince  he  has  now 
Joft  h*,  his  affiidtion  tnuft  ftill  be  greater.  For  the 
]^ef  of  iofing  a  bcrtcfit  is  encreafcS  by  having  once 
feiyoyed  it.  I  am  therefore  in  great  amaety  for  io 
tfear  a  friertfl,  \mtU  he  ftall  be  aWe  to  admit  of  relax- 
ation to  his  pain,  ^d  healing  medicines  to  fuch  a 
wound :  A  cbrgurnilanai,  which  can  fcarce  be  affefted, 
but  by  neceflSty  of  fulmriflion^  Jkngth  of  time,  and 
faticty  of  grief,    Fgrcwell, 

OBSERVATIONS, 

The  1^  Centence  of  this  epiftlQ,  niceffttas  ipja^  et  JUs 
ynga^  €tfaiiet&$  d^hns^  i$  qxtremely  fine,  and  equally  far* 
nious,  ^  yf%  fjnd  \i  often  qirotisd  upon  th^fe  melancholy  oo? 
pafions, 

The  death  of  an  affd£tionate  yfJk  is  indeed  a  viery  deep 
afflifiKon  f/Afficttd  <f  TOUrt^^lhy  dea^  Charies,  hadohce 
tbait.  SQi^itun^  ''Ilf  p^^  afterv^uttb  to  repair 

•      *    *  tb<i 
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the  IqTs  :  But^  in  memoiy  of  fo  excd^eiit  a  l^djr,.  lufibr 
4ue  to  give  you  his  thoughts  of  her  in  die  fbllov^Jig  veries ; 

If  pureft  virtue,  fehfe  refinM  in  yooA.         /       ; 

Rtligioiis  wifdom,  and  a  lore  cf  trittn, '  "^' '  ' 

A  mind,  diat  knew  no  thought  ignobly  InitfdEh  i 

A  temper  fweedy  chearful,  yet  ferene  5 

A  breaft,  that  ^ow'd  with  mof<  imtnoctal  iiresp 

Which  godlike  charity  alone  infpir^  : 

If  thefe  could  lengthen  fate's  tremendous  doom, ' 

And  ihatch  one  moment  from  the  gaping  tomb. 

Death  had  relenting  thrown  his  dart  a^|e. 

And  Harriot^  <A!  my  ttAkRioT,  futfncitdicil,    * 

.     ...  *    > 

EPISTLE    VT. 

Flint  to  Ctirtius  M6NTANir8.\ 

YO  U  mull  already  have  known  by  mV  lall  let- 
ter %  that!  trad  lately  taken  notice  <x  the  fbl^ 
lowing  particular  infcription  \q)on  the  moniunent  of 
Pallas.  "  . 

The  fenate,  on  account  df  his  J&delky,  and  duty  to 
his  patrons,  decreed  him  pr^torian  marks,  of  diftinc- 
tion,  and  five  millions  of  fefterces.  He  contented 
himfelf  witji  the  honour  oiily. 

Afterwards  I  thought  it  worth  my  pains  to  look 
for  the  decree  ^  itfelf.  I  have  found  it  fo  very  extra- 
ordinary, and  boundlefs,  that  the  monumental  infcrip- 
tion, proud  as  it  is  to  the  hij^ft  degree^  feems  nio- 
deft,  and  even  humble. 

Let  our  anceftors  ajflemble,  I  wiH  not  fey  the  J^ri-^ 
4:aniy  the  Achaku  or  the  Numantivij  but  thofe  of  a 
nearer  age,  the  Marii^  tbe  SyTLe^  the  Pcmpen^  (for  I 
will  go  no  higher)  and  let  them  join  tc^thef  then: 
feveral  praifes  5  they  will  ftill  fall  Ihort  of  thpfe  be- 
llowed upon  Pallas.    Shall  I  thinks  that  the  per- 

.  ^  Book  7.  ep.  ^Q.   'iSeie  tibe  oUoradoBs  upon  that  epifile. 
^  SX.  SimOusOiiffikiim.    f he  aft  ofScnitti 
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ibiis,  "^ho  eftalSUhfed » this  decree,  were  afiu&ted  by^ 
fpirit  of  raillery,  or  of  (iaveij  ?  I  mould  pronouiice 
it  an  aft  of  merriment,  were  nich  a  jocofe  diibofition 
foitable  to  the  fcnate  of  Rome.  Muft  I  therefore  call 
them  flaves-.?  But  no  man  furely  caii  be  fuch  a  flave, 
as  to  ftoop  to  thefe  fervilities.  Was  it  ambition  then, 
and  the  fpirit  oiF  preferment  ?  But  who  could  be  {o 
deprived  of  reafon,  as,  at  the  expence  of  his  own 
honour,  and  the  honour  of  the  republic,  to  defire 
prefertttent  in  ^  city,  where  the  advantage  of  the 
moft  floufilhing  fituation  was  only  a  greater  ability 
of  pai^ng  adulation  to  Pallas  ? 

I  omit>  thai  pratorian  honours  were  offered  to  Pal-? 
LAS,  a  flave';  becaufe  they  were  offered  by  flaves, 
1  omit,  that  their  opinion  wasy  that  he  Jhould  not  onfy 
le  entreatedy  but  even  compelled  to  wear  the  gold  rings  ; 
becaufe,  if  a  Roman,  of  praetorian  dignity,  had  worp 
Ixoii  rings,  itVouid  have  been  agamfl  the  majefly  of 
the  fenatfe.  Thefe  are  trifles,  and  may  pafs  unnoticed. 
But  be  it  remembered,  that  in  the  name  of  Pallas, 
(nor  fince  that  time  has  the  fenate-houfe  been  expiat- 
ed) I  fay,  in  the  name  of  Pallas,  the  fenate  returned 
thanks  to  CiESAR,*  that  he  had  made  honourable  mention 
"to  them  of  htsffeedman  ;  and  had  given  them  the  power 
ef  Jhewing  their  benevolent  regards  to  that  perfon.  What 
greater  acquifition  of  glory  could  accrue  to  the  fenate, 
than  that  they  had  made  evident  thcjr  utmofl  grati- 
tude to  Pallas  ?  - 

It  is  added,  that  Pallas,  to  whom  all  degrees  of 
people^  according  to  their  feveral  abilities^  muft  confefs 
themf elves  obliged^  ought  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  remark- 
fible  integrity^  and  his  no  lefs  remarkable  induftry.  You 
would  frpni  hence  be  induced  to  believe,  that  he  had 
extended  the  bounds  of  the  empire,  and  had  pre- 
ferved  the  army  of  the  republic. 

It  is  farther  added,  that  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome 

could  never  find  a  more  proper  occafion  of  exerting  their 

liberality^  than  ly  adding  to  the  wealth  of  fo  very  difm- 

^-  ■  '        '^   *    .'  •  terefied 
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iertfted  and  faithful  a  guardian  of  the  emperof^4  finances^ 
JfeFC  then  obferve  the  wilh  of  the  fenate,  the  chief 
joy  of  the  people,  and  the  moft  proper  instance  of 
liberality,  all  accomplifhecj,  if  the  riches  qf  Pallas 
were  ei>creafed,  by  the  diminution  qf  the  public  trea-? 
fures. 

Now  hear  what  follows  ;  that  the  fenate  were  of 
opinion  J  that  Jhe  millions  of  fejlerces  Jbould  be  given  to 
him  out  of  the  treafury.  And^  thai  as  his  ow^  inclina^ 
tions  and  difpojitions  were  fuperior  to  all  pecuniar^  dejires^ 
fo  they  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  entreat  the  public  fa-t 
ther  of  the  Jldte^  to  compel  him  to  a  compliance  with 
the  fenate. 

One  circumftance  was  ftill  wanting;  that  they  Ihould 
have  addrefled  Pallas  in  the  name  of  the  public,  and 
that  the  fenate  itfelfjOiould  have  entreated  his  indul- 
gence of  their  requeft  ;  that  upon  his  moft  haughty 
refufal,  Caesar  fhould  have  been  appointed  their  ad- 
vocate, to  prevail  upon  him  riot  to  delpife  their  offer 
of  five  millions  of  lefterces. 

Pallas  reje6led  the  offer :  nor  could  he  have  zBxA 
Dtherwife,  :  And  yet  his  refufal  was  more  arrogant, 
than  if  he  had  accepted  the  money.  Never thelefe 
the  fenate,  in  a  ftile  of  complaint,  loaded  him  with 
praifes  upon  the  occafion  :  the  words  are  thefe. 

And  whereas  our  moji  excellent  emperor^  the  public  fa- 
ther of  theftatCy  having  been  entreated  by  Pallas,  that 
he  would  be  pleafed  to  remit  that  part  of  the  fena-^ 
torial  decree^  by  which  Y  AhhA^  was  to  receive  five  mil- 
lions of  fejlerces  out  of  the  treafury  ;  the  fenate  are  of 
opinion^  that  the. f aid  fum  of  money  ought  to  have  been 
defervedlyj  as  it  was  liberally  bejlowed  by  them  upon  Pal- 
las, among  the  other  honours ^  which  were  due  to  his 
integrity^  and  difcretion.  Neverthelefs  the  fenate^  de- 
ftrous  to  be  obedient-  to- the  wiU  of  the  emperor ^  whom 
they  think  it  their  duty  not  in  any  injlance  to  oppofe^  ar^ 
refolved  to  fubmit  to  him  in  this  particular. 

Figure 
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Figure  to  yourfelf  Falla$>  giving  hid  negative 
voiGfe,  as  it  wcre>  to  a  decree  of  the  fenate  y  moderat- 
itig  Ms  own  honours  \  refufing  five  millions  of  ftOtr-^. 
tts^  as  too  great  a  prefent }  a<Ki  accepting  pnetorian 
dighi^ies^  as  the  le&r  gilt»  Imagkie  C^SA^i^  in  the 
face  of  the  fenate,  complying  with  the  entreaties^  or 
rather  with  the  commands  of  his  freedmto :  for,  when 
lii  freedman  dares  to  petition  his  patroa  in  the  ietiatie^ 
it  is  not  a  petition,  it  iis  a  command. 

Imagine  the  fenate  rnoft  avowedly  declaring  ^eir 
cminion,  and  perfiitii^  as  they  began,  that,  e)ccept  in 
Doedience  to  the  emperor,  to  whofe  plea&re  they  thought 
it  their  duty  in  every  inftancc  to  fubmit,  they  ftiU 
iooked  upon  the  merits  of  Pallas  to  be  fuch,  as  re- 
quired their  moft  free  ^k  di  that  fum  of  money 
among  his  other  honours.  So  that,  in  cMrder  to  4un- 
dcr  Pallas  from  taking  out  of  the  treafury  the  five 
millions  of  fefterceSj  his  own  modefly  was  as  necef- 
ferv,  as  the  obedience  of  the  fenate,  who,  if  in  any 
inftance  they  had  thought  it  lawful  to  have  diibbey*- 
td  the  emperor,  would  have  been  difobedient  upon 
this  occifion.  Do  you  foppofe  here  is  an  end  ?  Stay 
la  little,  and  hear  more  of  the  decree. 

jhd  whereas  it  may  he  if  fublic  fervie^i  t9  make 
known  the  great  benign^  ^  the  etnperw^  in  €pmmendntg 
iznd  rewaraif^  merits  ana  particularly  to  pubti/h  that 
henign  ^fpojition  in  places^  where  the  perfons  entrufied 
with  the  affairs  of  ft  ate  may  he  incited  to  imitate  the  moft 
mknowledged  fidkity^  and  vrrtue  of  Pallas,  and  may 
fe  warmed  into  emulation  hy  the  example  of  his  integrity : 
,  he  it  decreed^  that  the  empertn^ s  ^eech  pronounced  infe^ 
natCy  on  the  fourth  of  the  calends  of  laft  February  %  and 
the  fenatorial  decrees^  in  conftquence  of  the  affairs  then 
ikbated^  fhaU  he  engraven  upon  tablets  of  braJSj  ^nd  tboftf 
Itaiktsftmll  he  affixed  Hear  theftatui  of  the  en^eror  Ju* 
U^$  in  armour. 

s  January  the  28th. 

The 


The  fcnate4K>ufe  fcjemed  too  little  to  contaui  fo 
ignominious  i  decrtt  :  the  m&ft  fteqtidited  place  in 
Rome  was  made  choioe  of  for  thefe  infcriptions  j  where 
they  might  be  read  by  the  prefent  and  future  ^ges« 
It  was  refdved,  that  all  the  hohduiB  deftined  to  a 
moft  arrogant  flavc  (hould  be  «n^ven  updn  brafs  i 
thofe  hohouhi  wWth  he  had  ftjefiftd,  and  thofe  alfo, 
vrtiich,  as  far  as  deti^dtd  ilpon  thfe  feiiatort,  ht  muft 
hav6  enjoyed,  Tiie  prartofiaft  Jidhours  of  Pallas 
are  cut  arui  engraven  upon  ptiblic  and  eternal  monu- 
ments-, in  the  fame  mannerf  as  if  ihey  were  ancient 
treaties,  or  ficrtd  tews.  Svch  was^  i  khtiw  not  what 
to  caU  it^  tfife  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦iNt  ^  ^^  ehfipewi 

of  the  fenate,  and  of  PaLlas  hiriifelf.  They  Were 
all  diefirous,  that  PallAs  thould  teftify  his  iWfcJericet 
CitesAS.  Ms  patientft,  tiie  fenate  their  huniility,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  world.  They  were  not  ^amc4 
to  offer  a  reafoft  for  this  bafenefi,  a  moft  excelfeht^ 
and  a  moft  admirable  teaibn ;  that  by  the  ekampte  of 
the  rewards  bedewed  upon  Pallais)  dd^ers  !mi^t  bt 
iritited  to  ah  trhtilaldoh  of  Ws  manners.  Tlftrs  chfea]^ 
were  honduirs  •,  cteftn  thofe,  which  Pallas  did  not 
think  fit  to  difdain.  Men  however  of  a  noble  ex- 
tra£tion  were  found  fblicitous,  and  defirous  of  grati- 
fications, which  feemed  g^ven  only  to  a  freedman,  and 
promifed  Only  to  flaves. 

How  happy  am  I^  not  to  have  lived  in  thofe 
times !  Th^  iiidce  ftie  bliriSi,  as  if  I  had  been  then 
alive.  I  am  Certain  yot#  fentiments  are  the  fame. 
I  khow  your  dilpc^tiort  fcnfible  aild  ingenuous.  From 
thence  therefore  you  will  more  eafily  imagine,  (al- 
flipugh  ih  fome  places,  perhaps,  I  have  been  carried 
forward  by  indignation,  beyond  the  bounds  of  a  let- 
ter) that  I  have  ratho:  complained  too  litde,  thart 

jtoomticJu   fmyKSl.  - 


OiiS^^- 


|88  PLINY'S  EPISTLES. 

« 

OBSERVATIONS. 

ihis  cpiftie  ocxBtams'tiK  moift  iciyilc decree^  tluit  was  crtf 
paflcd  in  die  fimate  of  Rfme,  Tacitvs  pves  us  a  very 
particular  account  of  it  in  Us  Annals  *.  It  is  diflkaik  to  de^ 
termine,  whedicr  the  depravity  of  the  fenate  exceeded  thb 
meannefs  of  the  emperor^  or  wfaedier'  tibe  artiiice  of  the 
fireedman  was  not  fuperior  to  bodu  At  the.  time  when  Pai.- 
LAS  refiifed  the  for^  thouiand  odd  hundred  pounds,  he  had 
amafied  together  wealth  equivalent  to  feven  millions  fterling^ 
The  additional  fum  ofiered  was  finall,  but  die  honour  of  re^' 
fiifing  it  was  great.  Ornaments,  iaot Money,  were diepre^ 
fent  otjeds  of  his  amfakion :  and  theiefive  hccfeemedmodeft* 
iy  to  dedine  five  millions  of  (efterces,  that  he  nti^t  more 
boldly  feat  himielf  in  the  curule  chair. 

The  praetorlhip  was  the  (econd  office  of  dignity  in  R^mi.  ■ 
The  Protons  were  called  the  c^Uega  conjuban:  The  firft  of 
diem,  ^URius  FuRius  \  was  created  as  an  affifhoit  to  the 
confuls  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  exterior  en^ns 
of  this  office,  all  which  were  decreed  to  Pallasi,  were  d^ 
robe  called  pratexta  %  th^  fella  cxntSsy  and  a  guard  iof  fin 
li<Sors.  The  pnetoiihip  was  originally  coiffined  to  a  fingle 
magifirate.  In  the  reign  of  Tibsrius  the  praetots  were 
twelve  in  number.  Li  the  mffi  of  Claudius  they  were 
eighteen.  '- 

Non  exhortandum  modo,  verum  etiam  afnpiBendam  ad  ufufft^ 
aureorum  armulorum  :  **  Pallas  was  not  only'entrelted,  bdt 
*'  even  compelled  to  w^^  the  gold  rings."  Pliny  the 
elder  ^  has  a  long  diilertadon  upon  rings.  He  begins  it 
by  this  remarkable  aphorifm,  pejjimum  vita^Jcelus  feck^  qui  id 
primus  induit  digitis :  *'  The  man,  who  firft  put  gold  [ringsfj 
*'  upon  his  fingers,  committed  one  of  the  moft  wicked  ara- 
*^  ons,  that  was  ever  done.*'  In  the  days  of  that  hiftbriaii, 
the  Romans  were  arrived  at  fuch  a  height  of  luxury  in  this 

particular,  that,  as  the  fame  author  obferves,  diey  loaded^ 

I    ■ 
/     ,  •  _  ■ 

*  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  12.  cap.  53,,-  ' 
**  VideLivii  lib.  7.                       ,     ;                        .           ;     .( 

•  The  pratexta  was  a  long  white  robe,  edged  v^itfc  a  .purple 
border.  The  office  of  praetor  was  annual,  but  if  the  magi^_|5 
had  difcharged  his  duty  with  honour,  he  had  the  privilege  of 
wearing  the  fnetexta  during  his  life. 

f  lib.  33. 

- .     ,  .    -  rather 
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rftther  than  adorned,  their  fingers  with  rings.  The  annuR 
hontfrarii  [gold  rings]  wel'e  at  firft  iiiftitutd,  and  publicly 
prcfented,  as  tokens  of  dignity  to  embafladors,  who  wefe 
enipli^ed  hy  tbe  fenate  in*  foreign  negotiations.  They  were 
afterwards  worn  by  fcnators,  and  knights,  and  they  werei 
ftill  continued  as  diftinguilhing  marks  of  the  higheft  officers 
oiF  flate.  So  thatj  :^th  the  other  praetorian  ornaments,  Pal- 
las was  alfo  to  wear  the  praetorian  rings. 

Erat  contra  mfje^aUm  fenatus^Ji  ferrets  prat orius  utsretur  : 
*'  If  a  prsetor  mould  wear  iron  rings,  the  majefly  of  the 
*'  fenate  was  degraded."  The  iron  rings  were  now  only  , 
badges  for  flaves.-  In  tiie  commiencement  of  the  republic, 
tfa«y  were  rewards  for;  ivalour,  and  were  worn  by  the  cluef 
Romans,- a^  the  pfoperefl.  embellifhnknts  of  a  warlike' na-^ 
tioa.  Tbev  werq  confUntly  preferved  in  £unilies  from  father 
to  fon,  and  were  efleemed  preferable  to  rings  of  a  richer 
metali  and  a  higher  valuation.'. 

--'tionores  fajlidioftjlifni  mancipii :  "  Honours  beflowed'-upori: 
*^  a  mofl  arrogant  vafTal."  The  temper  of  Pallas  was 
hauglity  and  impefiioii^'.  -Tacitus  a  gives  an  inflance  c^ 
ic  in  die  reign  6f  Nero.  An  accufadon  had  been  brought 
againf^  f  AtLAS  and  BuRRHus,  in  which  they  were  chai;g^ 
^d^jwith  a  defign  of  advancing  Cornelius  Sylla  toth^ 
empir^..  When  the  accufer,  PiEXUS,  named  the.  iv^^^, 
meh  of  Pallas,  as  .accomplices  with  their  miafler  in  die  plpt^^ 
PaI^ Ws  ahfwered^  *•  that  in  his  own'  houfe  he  never  dorir 
^^  verfed  with  hb  freedmen,  except  by  a  licJd,  or  a  motion 
^  of  his  hand :  or,  if  a  farther  eig^Tahaticm^was  neqeflary^ 
^^  he  put  his  orders  imwriting,  that. he.  might  not  enter  intor 
*^  converfation  with  his  domeflics.'*  Nee  tarn  grata  Pal-* 
lantis  inmcentiay  pfom  gravis  fuferbia fuit^  fays  the  fame 
hiflorian  :  "  The  mnocence  of  r  At  las  was  a  circumflance, 
^^  that  gave  much  lefs-  {deafure,  th^a  his  arrogance  gave 
<^'difguft."  ■    "-\  .  t  '  .     ,    ^    .     '2 

The  reflexions  in  this  letter,  upoH..the.fenalorial  decide 
in  favour  of  Pallas,  are  not  lefs  feyere,  than  thofe,  '\yhiph 
Pliny  has  vented  in  the  twenty  ninth  epiflle  of  the  feventl^ 
book;  but  they  af^  4i3^ted  in  a  more . agreeable  manner* 
In  this  letter  Pliny  has  avoided  certain  inveftives,-  that'ra-j 
ther  difhoiiour  the  perfon,  by  whom  they  are  pronounced, 
than  hurt  th&  perfon,.  againfl  whom  they  are  aimed.    £le« 

*  TAa/tT.  Aooa].  lib.  13.  cap.  23. 

gant 
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'  ffff^  expfe(Eon«,  UkQ  th«  fiift  ffsgehgr^  of  ;xfi  aitPWf  fe4>  lil 
vpdmid  de^p^,  and  tp  cany  t^fiir  4v^t  f  gmtor  Jer^dH  than 
sifiy  otlicr  mjflivb  wci^^  pan  lie  ec]|lV€?)|f4,  The  Iwv^fiH 
ftles  aFe  ^xtrexQ^  curious,  ^d  pug^t  Mot  t0  )»ve  bwi  'm^ 
pwitltd* 


•i 
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EPISTLE    VII. 

Pliny  to  CoRNELitirs  Tacitus. 

YOU*h*ve  fent-ine.!^  beok^  nqt  a$  if  it.wew 
fent  ftom  one  preceptor  to  another^  or  from  one 
difcip]e  to  another,  althou^  you  writa  m  that  ftraanj 
but  as  ^  matter  to  his  pupil  \  for*  )toJu  arc  t)ie  m^< " 
and  I  am  die  fcholar :  and  ^therefore  ijppn  this  (ifcc^ 
fion  yo^  cajl  me  back  to  fchpolV  wBJe  T  W W  prol^i^T 
|ng  uie  Saturn?ili4. 

.  CQuld  I  have  fpokep  mwQ  figwratw^yf  er  prayed 

BBiore  plainly,  than  in  this  manner,  that  I  am  hot  <u)l/ 
tiliwWthy  of  being  your  matter^  but  even  of  bdiig 
your  diiciple  ?  However,  I  will  aflS^me  tjic  part  bf  i 
inafter,  and  will  c:^erciJfe  rfigt  rig^t  pvar  ypiff  |)6el^ 
lirfucb  ypu  We  9^9^^  W?  I W  iafee  &e  gi?^ 
liberty,  as  I  have  no  intfntjpn?  in  tjic  intcrS^Jj,  or 
Vending  yQU  any  <^  my  perliamiw^cso  In  £»:h  a  cafe 
you  might  be  ^njply  revenged. .  Adieu. 

QgSgRVATIONS, 

This  ep^le,  Mke  iB  odicrs  to  Tacitus,  Ihews  the  c^ 
£uniliarity,  that  fubfifted  betwe^  In^i  and  Pliky  ;  but  it 
affords  no  matter  of  dmoSfy^  or  entertainment.  It  is  a  Itu 
ter  from  one  ^end  i(o  another,  upon  die  fupervifal  qi  ^ 
book,  the  contents  of  which  are  not  mentioned. 

Numpotui  Urifius  iyperb^onfqcere  r  ^^  Could  I  poflioly 
**  have  found  put  a  mpre  emparraflfed  preface  V*    Hjpit^ 

■^  »tn  the  original,  the  be^ning  of  this  letter  is  loaded  With 
pamicheies  ;  but  there  it  not  the  lead  reaibn  to  retain  them  <  cTpe* 
dally  M  thejF  loa  ofm  ienuntle  tht  moft  uSy  ienjsw^es. 
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tfittit4ii  i^ffim.-  of  foeech,  wberan  words  an  tnnfpofel 
ftctm  that  granm^nl  ordct:  j  oor  can  they  be  more  cranT-i 
ff^if.  thin  in  tw  be^nning  (^  this  IlK>rt  addrds  to  Ta- 

How  unlucl^  and  perverfe  a  fete  has  attended  PtiNv  u 
an  author  !  His  triffing  cooipolilions,  fuch  as  this  letter,  are 
prelerved  entire :  bis  tmpoaaia  woHes,  fuch  as  hiftgty,  oc 
bio^phya  are  utterly  loA« 

EPISTLE    VIII. 
'■-    Plxhv  /o  VocoNius  Roman  US. 

T'TAVE  jm  ieen  the  CUtupfinean  fpring  ?  I  believ*    ■ 
jL  JL  ^oti  othi^wfe  I  OiouH  have  heard  you  men- 
tion It.    If ''you  have  not,  go  thither  as  loon  as  poQi-« 
^iL    I  f&w  U  yefterday,  and  wUh  I  had  ieen  it 
Iboner. 

A  dark  and  fhady  wood  of  old  cyprefs  trees  ftands 
^pon  a  finall  hill ;  under  which  a  fpring  makes  a 
ea{1age,  and  breaks  out  in  m^ny  branches,  all  of  difi 
Jereiit  fizes.  And  having  iffbea  forth  in  this  rrianner, 
it  forms  itfelf  into  a  large  bafin  of  water,  fo  very 
(l^ar  and  tranfparent,  that  you  may  number  any 
pieces  of  money,  and  any  fluning  little  pebbles^  whii^ 
ih-  thrown  in.  „  From  hence,  not  by  uie  declivity  of 
the  place,  but  by  the  force  and  weight  of  the  water, 
it  is  driven  &n^rd$.  Here  ic  appears  a  fountain, 
and  there  immcdiatdy  a  very  noble  river,  fit  even  to 
Etopw  la^  veOels,  that  pals  backwaids.  and  ftu** 
wards,  according  as- they  afe  btnmd,.  one  way  or  ao^ 
other :  the  current  is  fo  ftrong,  that  while  the  boat 
glides. with  tbe-ftreaip,  there  ifi  no  npcefiity  for  oars  ( 
all  is  even  aaplaln  ground :  but  oars  and  lolig  poIeS 
itte  foircc  ftltfcient  in  retimrine  agpinft  the^tream, 
ft'  is  v^y  iplfiifant  to  thofe,  wno  row,  m^^Iy  for 
apiufement  ajjd  diverljoq,  pi  vajy  t^i^  .cntprtwn- 
iwntt  by  gQiflg>««lUy  ix^die  airrent«iLod:£eturBi 
ing  Uboiieufly^f«w:  ic^  l>fr-fa«9ks  irovcevero^ 
:   ..  with 
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with  afti,  and  with  poplar  5  which  are  aj^ain  reRt&xA 
by  the  cieamefs  of.  the  ftream,  (6  as  to  feem  growing; 
at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  fo  diftindtly  as  to  be 
numbered.    The  water  is  as  cold;  as  {how«  and  the 
colour  of  it  is  as  white.     Adjoining  is  an  old  ajid- 
awefol  temple.     The  god  Clitumnus  appears  ftand-, 
ing  cloathed,  and  adorned  with  the  pratepcta.     Thc^ 
oracles  delivered  fhew  the  god  propitious  and  prophe- 
tic.   There  are  little  temples  fcattcred  up  and  down, 
in  every  one  of  which  is  the  ftatue  of  the  deity* 
Each  has  a  diftirift  worfhip,  and  a  particular  name  : 
Ibme  of  the  Iprings  are  held  in  religious  veneration. 
For  befides  the  original,  which  feems,  as  it  were,  the 
parent  of  the  reft,  there  are  again  iels  ^rin^^divldecl. 
from  ^he  chief  fource*     They  mix  with  the  river, 
over  which  a  bridge  teniiinates  tixe  facredfrom  the 
profane  places.     Above  the  bridge  you  are  permitted 
only  to  go  in  boats ;  below  it  you  afc  Hcenfed  to  fwim. 
The  people  of  Hifpellum  fumifti  baths,  and  even  lodg- 
ings at  the  public  expence.     This.  dUhift  was  affign- 
ed  to  them,  as  a  prefent  from  the  einpenor  Auxjustus. 
The  pleafantnefs  of  the  river  has  tenipted  feveral  in-, 
habitants  to  build  fmall  houfes  upon  its  banks.    In*  a- 
word,  every  objedt  there.. will  give  you  delight ;  for 
you  may  even  ftudy,  by  reading  many  praifes  of  the 
Q)ring  itfelf,  and  of  the  tutelar  god,  infcribed  by  var 
nous  authors  upon  all  the  columns^. and  all  the  walls. 
Many  of  thefe  performances  you  will  commend  ; 
ethers  of  them  you  will  laugh  at»   No,  your  laughter 
will  be  curbed  by  your  humanity.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 


There  is  a  fufficient  refemblance  in  die  real  and  in  the  &- 
bulous  account  of  Clitumnus,  to  put  us  in  mind  of  St. 
Winifred's  well  in  Wales.  The  waters  of  each  are  equal- 
ly rapid.  The  holy-well  in  Flintjhire  turns  three  mills  with- 
in a  furlong  of'the  origbtial  fource.  The  fpring  irt  U?nbria 
is,  ac(X)rding  to  Yhi'fi^^  fons  adhuc^  etjamamplijftmumflu^ 

men  : 
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wuH  :  -^  A  fmall  fountain  atfirft,  and  immediately  afterwards 
*^  m  extonfive  river."  The  -woiis  patefcit  purus  et  "Oitriitsl 
is  an  api^icabk  motto  to  both  the  ffatams.  The  old  vehe^ 
i]ahle  temple  of  Clitumnus  bears  a  paratld  to  the  beaiiti^ 
ful  godiic  diapel  of  St.  Winifred.  The  miracles  of  th^ 
ROhian  god  are  fimilar  to  the  miracles  of  the  Britifh  faint : 
both  have  been  maintained  with  the  fame  degree  of  blind  fu^ 
perftition,  and  both  have  arifen  from  the  ignorance  of  the  pp* 
pulace,  and  the  fubtilty  of  the  priefts. 

We  find  CLiTUjidNus  mentioned  by  Virgil  S  ^d  many 
other  of  the  Latin  poets.  It  ftill  retains  the  name  ClituaI  * 
NO  :  the  defcriptioa  of  it  in  this  epiftle  is  elegant^  and  entet^ 
taining. 

•  George  2.  f»  1 46.  .     . 

EPISTLE    DC. 

P  L  I  N  y    /^    U  R  s  u  s. 

i 

.  ■  » 

A  Xiong  time  has  pafied  fmce  I  have  takta  a  book^ 
r\^  or  a  pen  into  my  hand;  A  long  time  has  pafled 
mice  I  have  tailed  retirement,  quiet,  or  that  happy 
ftatc  of  indolence,  in  which  a  man  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing adtive,  that  he  fcarce  exifts.  The  bufinels  o£ 
my  frienck  deprived  me  of  leifure,  and  of  ftudy  ; 
for  the  duties  of  friendfliip  are  to  be  preferred  tp  all 
kinds  of  ftudy ;  fince  ftudy  itfelf  teaches  us  to  be 
moft  religioufly  obfervant  or  friendfhip*    Adieu* 

OBSERVATIONS. 


4      • 


Nonjtilum  funOji.  The  Jiilus  of  the  ancients  Was  oiigi 
nally  of  iron,  afterwards  of  bone ;  fharp-pothted  at  one  end^ 
and  broad  at  the  other.  With  the  fliarp  end.  they  made  th* 
impreffioaof  their  writings  upon  wax  ;  the  oth^f  Wa^  addpt-^' 
ed  to  make  erafures.  The  method  of  writing  upon  wax  was 
not  the  moft  ancient.  Leaves  of  trees,  were  ufed  in' the  be- 
ginning I  then  [philyra]  the  thin  fkin  between  the  bark,  and 
the  wood ;  then  reeds  ;  after  which,  linen. anci  wax  became 
in  lafhion.    In  fpeaking  of  AcJUlus^  it  i$  fcarce  pbflible  t6 

Vol.  !!•  N  fot^v^ 
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foxgtty  that  it  iva$  the  inflxudiient,  wilix  which  JvLtds  Cjb« 
&A|t  defi^^isd  bimfelf  in  bt$  laft  moments.  The  confyira- 
t^  are  faid  to  h^ye  woimded  each  other  with  ^e^r  owii 
^aggers^  in  tjipir  .fiuy  againft  the  dilator  y  but  the  furmi^ 
ip^^mot  appear ^^Ctcavagant,  ifmre  fiippofe,  that  Cjesar, 
ai;med  on}]r  >9(rUh  ^e  ^//e/x,  gave  thofb  wounds  to  his  afia^ 
ilns  ^-  In  fuph  a  hand  the  p^n  4)ecame  a  kind  of  fpear,  and 
v^^t  have  faneen  prevalent  againft  every  other  weapon,  but 
tfie  dagger  of  Brutus*  .  . 

^^  lUud  inejy  quidprii  jucundum  tamenj  nihil  ag^iy  nihil  effi  : 
*\  That  in4<A§nt,  but  agreeable  fitu^^on.  of  doin^  nothing, 
f^  an^  b^ng  j:\Qthiiig."  Learned  eafe  is  the  n\oft  happy  ftate^ 
that  we  are  capable  of  enjoying :  But  the  confequences, 
which  attend  it,  are  generally  pernicious,,  and  fometimes  fa- 
tal. It  drives  the  mind  into  a  lethargic  indolence,  that  often 
proves  deftruflive  to  the  body.  It  is  apt  to  create  in  us  too 
great  an  averfiqn  to  tlie  wo^W.  As  we  grow  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  dead,  we*are  lefs  defirous  to  converfe 
with  the  living.,,  ^.p  becomp  of.no  farther  benefit  to  our 
coxmtry,  and  we  fcarce  feem  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  our  cre- 
ation. Our  focial  virtues  are  beftowed  upon  .books,  inftead 
pf  mdti.  WeicontrsuSl  a  kind  of  n#,  that  ^roves'ittconve- 
^pnt  to  Q^rfelY:^^  ^  difagreeabl^  to  all  others.  S6  that  If 
i^dreoient,  ijs  got  a;  vice,  it  ^Qifeiriy.  is. not  a  virtlie.  But 
r^ifjNY  conflai^y  :nia^  hi^  indmatio^  fubg^  hia 

2ii^.  \  and  l^roke  throu^  thi?  i^»f^  cf  his  difg0fti;ij3^  an4 
the  allurements  of  his  midy,  wnenever  it  beq^iie  j^cefla^y^ 
fliat  W  induld  jfiiflam  the  chara(t^r  of  an  advocate^  and  a 
ftfend*. 


%^v,-         \ 


«        «    ■ 


a  SuET.dNtus  tells;  lis,  thg^  Q^SAK  vaoundcd^  Cas<i.u«.  Qm^ 
SAR  Cassii  bracbium  arreftum  graphio  trajecit.  Suet.  Julius 
Cjesar,  cap.  82.  The  word.j:#;^/&^;»iis,tli^  fame  asy?//aj;  the 
pen,  with  which  ^e  Rotokn^  wrotd  in  their  tablet^ 

•:  ■ ;    .■.•■'':$■':?  I  sT'L.e  -x..  ■  ■  ■ '  ' 

P. 1 1 N X'tciM 4i B A 1; u s^.  bii  lifers gfon^atber. 

¥OlJ  R  concern  vdil  rife  in  proportion  tp  that  de- 
'  fire,  ^hich  you  Have  to  f?fc  Y^jur  'i^eat'  grand- 

cKldjren  dcfcea4?4  fi;6«i^ u?^  wliQ^.you  hqw-j  tim  yom 

■        . :         '  graiidajughter 


Experience,  notfenfibfe  oFher  tbiicliifiDn :  b^ which 
means  fhe  omitted  the  neceflary  precautions,  which 
ought  to  be  bbrervSi  jh  "Sich  difes^  ^d  committed 
fome  errors  in  her  condudt,  which  ought  to  have  been 
avdided.  But  (he  has  fdverdy  'fuHferedl  fiar  this  heglefl:^ 
by  the  extreme  danger^  to  which  her  life  was  reduced. 

Therefore,  as  you  muft  be  very  fehfibly  affected  to 
find  your  old  age  as  yrt  deprived  of  an  imniediatci 
ifilie  nrom  her  i  foilklt  incumbent  on  you  to  thank 
the  gods^  ivho^  at  the  fame  time  dicy  have  denied 
you  this  bleffihg,  have  preferved  your  grlhdaughter  ;  fo 
that  even  her  pregnancy,  althouj^  now  unfuccclsful^ 
afibrds  a  more  fure  pitfff)e£i:,  that  they  will  repair 
the  lofe. 

I  fearneftly  recommend  to  you  thofe  arguments^  with 
which  I  have  confinned  and  fuppbtted  my  own  mind 
upon  this  occafion  ;  nor  can  you  be  mom  defirous  t6 
fee  great  grandchildren^  dian  I  am  to  fee  thy  dwn 
children. 

I  pleafe  myfelf  with  die  profpeft,  tiiat  our  mutiud 
dignity,  after  hiy  deaths  may  open  to  them  an  eaJ^ 
fucceffion  to  pubMc  hoiiours ;  that  their  names  may 
be  more  difttnguifhed  by  their  Iprfcading  charafters  $ 
and  that  the  family  may  oe  long  continued*  At  pre- 
fent  I  only  defire  to  lee  them  born,  and  this  fcene  of 
foi:rfaw  changed  into  joy.    Farewelli 

OBSERVATIONS* 

.  The  fubje£b  of  this  ^piffle  is  extremely  delicate,  and  thi 
ftyle  of  it  is  very  coricife  j  the  fentiments  are^  beautiful  i^ 
the  origmal,  that  they  reqliu^  a  paraphraftical  turn  in  thl^ 
tranflation.  The  manner,  ih  which  Plxny  difclofes  a  mis* 
fortune,  that  muft  fenfibly  affeft  the  grandfather  of  Cai*- 
PURNIA,  is  tender,  and  confiderate  :  and  Ae  conclulion, 
sltliough  tindlured  with  vanity,  k  the  moft  alluring  C9m- 
fort^that  PtiNV  could  t)£fer  19  FabAtus,  Tliajt  laiid  of 
|)ride,  which  ai^es  ffom  the  folendor,  aad  iiibtility  of  oiir  , 
anceftors,  is  molk  wH^f  mpla&tfca'ialiuiAu^  as  it 

N  a  VDS;:^!^ 
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Intites  us  to  thoTc  virtuous  a£Uons>  which  may  make  us  tkine^ 
with  a  lufixe^  equal  to  our  predeceflfors. 

E  P  I  8  T  L  E    XL 
Pliny  to  Corel tiA  Hispulla. 

WH  E  N  I  refledt  upon  your  afFedion  to  your 
brother's  daughter  %  an  afFeftion  even  beyond 
amother's  tendernefs,  I  think  I  ought  to  mention  thofe 
drcumftances  firft,  which  otherwife  would  have  been 
mentioned  laft  5  fo  that  the  immediate  impreflions  of 
joy  may  leave  no  room  for, future  afflidtion.  How* 
ever,  I  am  ftill  apprehenfive,  that  your  exultations 
will  be  fuccceded  by  your  fears  -,  and  that  as  foon 
as  you  find^ourfelf  happy  in  the  thoughts  of  Cae- 
purnia's  fatety,  you  will  tremble  to  .tSnk  fhe  has 
been  in  dangpr. 

..  She  is  at  prefent  perfectly  chearful,  perfe6tly  re- 
ftored  to  hcrfelf  and  me.  Her  fpirits  begin  to  re- 
turn, and  by  recovering  her  health,  fhe  is  gaining 
the  ground  fhe  had  loft.  She  has  been  in ,  the  ut- 
,  mofl  danger,  (I  may  now  fafely  own  it,)  not  from 
any  fault,  except  inexperience  :  to  this  was  owing 
her  mifcarriage,  and  all  the  dreadful  confequences  of 
it. 

But  if  the  lofs  of  your  brother  is  not  fupplied  by 
the  comfort  of  a  nephew,  or  a  niece,  flill  remember^ 
that  the  confolation  is  ra.ther  deferred  than  denied ; 
fince  fhe  is  ajive,  from  whom  fuch  a  Wcfling  may 
be  expefted.  Excufe  alfo  to  your  father  a  misfor- 
tune, to  which  your  fex  are  always  ready  to  fhew 
great  indulgence.  ^ ,  Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

,     This  epifUe  is  very  judiciouily  placed  after  the  preceding 
letter  tcrFA^ATys.  It  i^  written  to  Corelxia  Hispulla, 


»  pALpyHMiA,,  *e^  wifi?  of  iPkm^  . 


w< 


the 
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the  daughter  of  FabatOs,  upon  Ac  fame  mdancholy  fub-' 
jeft,  the^  mifcaiTiage  of  Calpurnia  :  and  it  is  written  m 
iiich  ailyle  and  manner,  as  to  prevent  all  comments,  and  to 
appear  eminently  fplendid,  widiout  the  affiftance  of  a  foil. 
We  muft  admire  the  pifture  of  Calpurnia,  whenever  it 
is  prefented  to  our  view.  The  very  outlines  of  fo  perfciflb  a 
beauty  are  captivating.  Her  charafter  is  given  by  Pliny  in 
the  nmeteenth  epiftle  of  the  fourth  book.  Her  virtues  were 
not  crowned  with  the  happinefs,  which  they  feem  to  deferve  ; 
flie  was  never  the  joyful  mothir  df  children  j  who,  if  they  bad 
ever  exifted,  muft  have  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  educa-' 
tion,  under  the  care  of  a  mother  fo  fignalizeafor  chaftity, 
and  a  fatherfo  diftinguifhed  for  literature.  .     : 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XII.  . 

Pliny  to  Cornelius   MiNti'Ti ani^s.' 


*  .  - 


I  Muft  excufe  myfelf  to'you  this  particular  day: 
TiTJNjXJS  CAPito.is-to  rehcarfc.  :  i  know  not 
whether  I  am  prompted  moreby  duty,  than  by  mcli- 
nation,  to  hear  him.    *He  is  A  man  of  amoft^excel*^ 
Jent  difppfition,  and  ever  to  be  numbered  among  the. 
chief  ornaments  of  this  age.     He  cultivates  liteu-; 
ture  -,  he  loves  men  of  learning  ;  he  encourages,  and* 
brings  them  forward.     Many  particular  authors  have 
found  him  their  patron,  their  refuge,  and  their  re-: 
ward  :   all  authors  have  found  him  their  example,. 
The  arts  and  fcienices,  juft  upon  the  point  of  decay, 
have  been  reftored  and  reformed  by  him.     His  houfe 
is  the  fchool  for  rehearfals":  he  attends  that  kind  of 
exercife,  with  equal  goodncfs,  both  at  home  and  abroad« 
If  he  was  at  Rome^ht  was  never  abfent  at  my  rehear- 
fals.   It  would  be  fhameful  in  me  therefore  not  to  re- 
turn the  compliment,   when  my  attendance  on  him  i$> 
much  the  greater  honour.     If  I  am  employed  as  a 
lawyer,  fhall  I  not  think  myfelf  obligea  to  a  friend, 
who  is  ready  to  anlwer  for  my  appearance  on  the  day 
appointed  ?  And  now,  when  my  time  and  thoughts 
are  totaUy^engaged-  in  ftudy,  (hall  I  diink  myfelf  un« 
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dw  Id^j  a^Jigatix>n  to  th^peiS^  wljo.fo.j&dwlwijjft 
attends  my  rehcarfels  ?  If  this  ia  not  the  only.pojni^^ 
k  is  cectainly  the  greateft,  in  vhich  I  can  be  Qbligedv 
But  if  no  acknowledgment,  no  mutual  kipdnefs  wep^ 
6win^  to  him  fjom  me,  I  fliould  be  incited  either^. 
!&s  turn  of  §pnius^  which  is  particularly  b^autjfuj  ap^ 
-  great,  and  rnild  even  upon  the  fcvereft  i^t^eftjSiV  Q^ 
by  the,  np(>l^  materials,  which  he  has  cKq^.  toi:  h^ 
theme.  Hp^  relat;es  the  death  of  many  iUuiJtrious.  pecr. 
^bns  ;  fomeof  whom  were  very  dear  to  me.  It  feems 
therefore  a  pious- duty  incumbent  on  m^,  to  be  prefcnt 
at  the  funeral  praifcs  of  thofe  fiicnds,  whofe  obfcquiesf* 
I  w^  not  pennitted  to  celebrate.  As  it  is  long  fince 
they  died,  their  praifes  will  carry  the  greater  certainty 
pf  truth,    Fycwell. 


\ 


obse;rvations. 


Cornelius  MiMUTiANUS,  to  whom  this  letter  is  ad^ 
diiefled,  ii  cbara'Slcrifed  by  Flint,  in  the  twpnty  fecond  epi- 
ftl^  erf  ibp  f^vend^  book  ;  as  is  Titjnius  CApjto.  in  th^. 
tevpnt^cn^  epijftlQ  of  the  firft  book  \  Minutianus  was  a 
Ikyryer  :  Capito  w^  a  poet,  Neither  the  fpeeches  of  the^ 
former,  npr  die  poetry  qf  the  latter,  have  efeaped  the  fuin^^ 
c(F  time. 

'The  charafter,  which  Horace  gives  of  Fonteius  Ca- 
WlTO  \  perliaps  theanceftorof  Titinius,  fcems  very  ap- 
pji<{able  tojCAPiTo,  the  friend,  of  Pliny  ;  Jd  unguem.fa£ius 
homo:  "  A ma:n  perfe£Uy  accpmplifh^.^'  In  the  two  epi* 
f^^^  wherein  Capixo  is  mi?ntidned,  he  is  delineated  as  ^. 
true,  and  noWfJ  Roi?ian,  whp  .pald,alj*  poffible  veneration  to 
merit  aijd  virtue,  in.  whatever  -agei  or  under  whatever  difad- . 
vantages  they  §'ad  appeared.    ' 

•  See  that  epiftle,  and  the  obfervations  upon  it. 
.  *  JHpRATir.Lib/ 1.  Satir.  5.  jt.  ^2* 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    Xra, 

. .  •  . .  •     -  .» 

Pl^NY  /fl  GfiNIALIS; 

I  A  M^  mach  pleafed,  diat  you  hav6  read  my  boo^^ 
in  company  .with  yo\ir.  fatW,  Kothihg  can  be.a 
greater  advantage  to  you,"  than  to  learn  from  fo  very 
^compliiiifed  a  maiij  how  to  diftih^fuifli  thofe  paltSj: 
Which  ate  fit  to  tc  pi^d,_  and  thofe,  wfiich  ought  tqt 
lie  blatnfed';  and  to  be  alio  ediica^d  in  fuch  a  niahn 
Aer,  as  always  to  Ipeak  ybiir  true  bpihidri. .  You  loa 
ih  whdf^  fobtflieps  yb'U  o^ugHt"tb;treaa:"  You  are  hap- 
py,  (incic  your  lot  bias  fallen  at  once  uhder  the  examjpc 
of  the  belt  model,;  arid'  the  neardtf'^atib^^  ??? 
dven  he,  Whom  ybu' would  principiily'^cKiilH  £b  iqii* 
tate,  is  the  perfon,  to  Whom  nature  has  gjveri  yoij 
the  greatcft  refelmblahce.     Adieu.         ' 

•  •   •       •  • 

OiSSERVATIONS. 

This  is  the  only  epiftle  extknt  to  GejTialis.  His  ftdii^a 
mme'mnft  remain 'unknown  to  us.  Nor  ca!n  we  learn  th^ 
Ifeaft  circumftancc  rdatiug  tb  himfelf.  The  fubjed  of  thi^ 
letter  is  no  otherwife  curious,  than  from  that  particular  dtli-' 
cacy,  with,  which  Plii^y  €7ideavo)Lu-$  to  infiniiate  filial  piety{ 
into  the  heart  of  Genialis,  Virtue  is  ciUtivat^yby'  ouri 
author  ip  aUiier  branches ;  l)i^  mifles  no  .opportunity  of  prQ^j 
moting  every  duty  in  civil  life':  and  from  his  moti:  trifling: 
letters,  ^  we  nky  gertemHy  cxtraftfoifle'  pbiiit  of  naorali^* 
or  fonie  inffertce  of  pcditcriefS.  ^ 

EPISTLE    XIV.  .  '■: 

Pliny  to  Titus  Ari  sto. 

.    -■■•  '  »  .  ../- 

AS  ydu  are  a  perfcft  mafter  off  all  a£fcs  of  tJi^ 
legiflature,  both'private  and  public,  rf  whicK 
laft  the  fenatorial  1«W  i^  part,  I  prtfcraWy  chufe-td 
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hear  from  you,  whether  I  was  guilty  yefterday  of  an 
error  in  the  iwate,  or  not  ?  •  I  Ihall  not  attempt  to 
correft  what  Is  paft  (it  is  now  too  late)  but  if  the  like 
cafe  ihould  agaia  happen,  I  ihall  be  glad  to  be  in^ 
Jbrufted  for  die  future. 

you  will  lay.  Why  do  you  enquire  after  what  you 
^uHf  to  knbwfl^ht  flavery  of  former  times  has  not 
^my,  drawn  on  a  kind  qf  oblivion  and  ignorance  of  the 
fenatonal  ri^tis  and  privileges,  but  even  of  othier  moft 
excellent  arts  ahd  fciences.  For  where  Ihall  we  find 
i'man  fufBciently  jpatient  to  be  willing  to. learn  thofc 
Rflbns,  which  he  can  never  put  in  pradtife  ^..  Add.  to 
t&iis,  tliat  it  Js  difficult  to  retain  what  you  have  learnt, 
unlefs  you  ^rt  frequently  exercifed  in  it.  Therefore 
6ur  liberty,  which  is  now  reftored,  hais  found  us  un- 
taught, and  unqroeriencedt    But  we  are  fo  delighted 

.    with  tile  fwcets  of  freedom,  that  we  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  a£b  parts,  in  yrhich  wq  are  not  yet  fufficiently 

'  perfeft. 

It  was  one  of  pur  ancient  inftitutions  to  receive 
from  our  parents  inftances  and  advice  of  thofe  pre- 
cepts, which  were  afterwards  tp  be  put  in  exccvition 
^jyourfelves,  and  which  again  our  children  werei  to. 
receive  fronfi  ys,  With  this  view,  our  young  men 
were  bfed  in  camps  ;  that  from  obedience  they  might. 
Icai  n  to  govern,  and  from  being  commanded,  they 
^ight  know  how  to  command.  With  the  fame  view, 
the  candidates  for  preferment  attended  at  the  door  of 
the  len^te-rhoyle,  ^d  were  ^eftators  '  of  thq  public 
Council,  before  they  became  members  of  it.  Every 
one  had  his  own  parent  for  a  mailer  •,  or,  if  he  had  not 
a  parent,  one  among  the  nobjeft,  and  the  oldeft  of  the 
ienators,  fupplied  that  place.  They  were  taught  by 
example?,  (the  moft  unerring  kind  of  inftruftion)  the 
cxa6t  privilege  of  fuch  perfons,  who  laid  appeals 
before  the  fenate  4  the  power^x)f  the  judges  upon  thofc 
^mezLs  y  the  ri^ts  and  privileges  of  the  magiftra^es  ; 

ine  libflFties'  of  die  i^ftof  thp  inters  j  at  what  timq 
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it  might,  be  proper  to  yield,  and  when  it  was  necdfy; 
fary  to  oppofe ;  when  they  ought  to  be  filent,  and  in^ 
what  metnod  they  fhould  proceed  in  fpeaking  -,  how 
to  make  neceflary  diftin£tions  between  contrary  opi-> 
nions  ;  and  how  to  make  any  addition  to  thofe  fub«: 
j^^.of  debate,  which  had  been  ptopofed  before ;  in  a. 
word,  they  were  taught  the  feveral  cuftoms  of  die  fc-" 
nate.. 

.  When  I  was  a  young  man,  I  was  in  the  army ;  but^ 
I  was  there,  when  virtue  was  fufpefted ;  when  vice- 
was  rewarded  ; .  when  generals  had  not  authority  ; 
when  foldiers  had  not  modefty ;  -when  neither  com^ 
mand,  nor  obedience  took  place ;  when  all  things  were, 
out  of  order,  in  confufion,  and  even  turned  to  their 
contraries  ;  in  a  word,  when  all  trania£tions  ought  rar 
ther  xo  be_  fprgotten,  than  to  be  remembered.    In  the 
fame  manner  I  have  beheld  the  feriate^houfe  ;  but  it? 
was  a  court  trembling  and  filent ;  where  freedom  of : 
ipeech  was  dangerous^  where  hypqcrify  was  a  necei&ry « 
evil,     Wh^t  CQuld  be  learnt  at  fuch  a.jtinfturc  ?-  Or 
wh^t  p jeafure xouid  then  arife  from  learning  ?   When- 
the  fenate  was  fmnmoned  either  to  no  purpofe,  or  was: 
convened  to  ^ve  fan^ion  to  foq[ie  villainy;   when: 
it  was  aflembled,   fpmetimes  in  a  vein  of  ridicule,  > 
fometimes  to  perpetuate  fome  cruelty  ;  when  debates: 
were  never  lerious,  but  often  forrowful  ?  ^ 

As  foon  as  we  beqame  fenators.  we  alfo  became . 
partners  of  thefe  misfortunes.     We  had  feen,  and  fuf* 
tered  them  feveral  years  5  and  our  faculties,  which; 
might  h^ve;  been  of  yfe  to  poftcrity,   are  thereby: 
weakened,    broken,  and  wafted.    The  time  has  been: 
ihort,  (for  the  happieft'time  will  appear  the  fhorteft). 
fince  we  have  been  permitted  to  knpw,  who  we  are*- 
and  to  put  tha(  knowledge,  into  execution.     Upon 
this  account  I  have  the  ftronger  inciucement,  firft,  to 
aflcyour  pardon  for  my  error,  if  it  is  an  error  •,  thent 
^o  entreat  your  judgement  to  affift  me.  :  You  have 
always  Aiidied  Wi|hi\^  :^ttention  the*  public  and  l^e: 
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{MfiaoOB  laws,'theian(fkait  iMth^^tticd^cmcmttii^^ 
the  i^biblece  and  tke  moil  zccu&catddi  pra^ce&.  '  >ll[dt 
f:san  of  opinion:,  that  even;  thels^yeis^  who,  by  dl^i^ 
Goqftant  employments  in  varieoyi^of  cauiissi  i^a^n^' 
thraifdves  perfeftly  vcrfed  in  ev^ety  teasnch  of  thdr» 
profefiion^  have  npt  either  fiiffidehtiy  cdnfidered/^^. 
fufiicrently  e}cpenenoed  the  jf^uticuilati  queftion^^  whichf 
I  fhall  lay  before  you.     In  thefe  circumftances,  •  liiy^ 
ervdr  muft  more  eaflly  find  a  pardon,,  ftnd  youf  j^i^^c- 
ment  wiU  recpiirc  a  greater  (hare  of  pr2ufe,Mf '  yOiii 
qan  refolve^  me  this  obicure  goktTy  as  clearly  as^  if  iv 
had'  alrca^tyf  come  within;-  Acf ^  vergfe  <Jf  ydur  txptti-^ 

A.  debate  arofe  m'  the  fenate  concermng  th^  fiteeld^ 
men4>£  the  c0j;^iL  Afii^nius^De^tsr  ;  it  beihg  nn-* 
cmtain,  whether  he^kiUed  himfeli^  or  whether  he'  died^ 
by  dui  hands  o(  his  freedh^a^  and  again,  whether 
troykilled  him  from  a  fpiric  of  malice,  or  of  obedi*- 
anoGL  One  of  theienaco)rs  (it  isof  little ' purtxifc  to^ 
teU)  yoiT,  Iwas  the  perfon)  declared,  that  he  thought 
thefe  freedmen  ought  to  be  piit  to  the  queHicm,  and' 
afiwrwards  releafcdr  The  fentiments^  of  atibdier  were,- 
that  the  freedmen  Aibvdd  be  banifhed ;  and  of  aar*' 
Qtherv  that  i  they  fhouldfuffer  d^idivlt.was  impofCbte  to 
reconcile  foch  a  diverfity  of  opinions.  What  agreemeftt^ 
'  can  be  framed'bctween  the  feittence  for  death,  and  the' 
fenteMe  for  banifhment  ?  No  more  indeed  than  be- 
tween the  fentence  for  banifhnaenti  and  for  acquit- 
tal; The:  two  latter  are  however  a  litde  nearer  than 
tljie  two  former.  In  both  the  lafl  cafes,  life  is  fpared  v 
by  the  former  motion,  it  is  taken  awiy.  In  the 
meai¥  times  fuch  of  the  fenatops^  who  had  given  <^their 
v<oiee  for  ^dieath,  and  fechof  thejn,  who  had  declar- 
edrfpp  banifhmeiyt^  {iit  t^i^ether :  by  this  tenn^rary 
fekifrof  iinanin^ty^'  their  di^mbii^€X)UM  not-be^^overw 
ed.' '  Icdefired  thim,  that  tlte  three  dSfiefent  ofi^nio^ 
fheuidi  be  numb^:ed'i  ahd^^ai&thelltvvo  paMes^  whol 
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l4^vis^  t(Khc:  ^^  ^'  pci^^  vrhp  had  Yoced:  fibs 
C^P^  junifeffa? ntj,  ftpuldi  hp  entirely  divided  fix)OT 
^p^  whq  luid  VQtied  &¥  bwiihrneot.  And  thsffi 
%^  the  parties,,  \fIjo  hf^  d^eijently  <^pofed  the  ao. 
qmttaji  ihp^  not. be  fuaeted':tp;UDia9  together^  be» 
cgiirp  it  wafi:efi;litt^^  they  di%ree4 

^  to  one  poipt)  ^hi^^qv^^didriioi^  agree  iaaccdiei)* 
To.  me  it  Ifeo^edfan  ^t^oniwag^cijx^ui^^ 
perfcm,  who  Jb[a4  Cpndfmnpd  tha  6^ 
m^r^^^  ahd  fhe Jlayes^  tp  de^  obl^d  to 

Yot<i  fepar^ely^  on  each^  point;;,  and  that-  the.  pa&n^ 
wKp^jh^  s4}ud^d  thi^  frxx^  wastolxf 

i^opibered  am^u^  thqfQ,.whp  had  acj^uc^ed  them  onljfi 
to  banUhment*    For^*  if  th^  opinion,  of  one  fenatin) 


nigp,  of  any^tw^a  r^^tprs  coiiId>b€  united,  when;  their, 
lei^jt^naents  jwere  fo,  wSddy,  diflSbfent..  And.  therefoie 
ge^pijt,m(5.to  oipifrtp  ypu  the  rcafons.  of  my  dediSon^ 
i^  thj^  fan^^  n^aniw*  ^  ^  if  -  ^  were,  in  the  fenatej  in\tto 
ifim^  man^r9;a3>  i€  ^e.affidr,.whieh.is  now  determin-l 
were  ygt^  tp  fe$  acj^vidgdl.  And  pernut  me  alicv 
ly  pr^fe^cit  teifure,.  to  cfx\ne£t  theiVaibus  thouj^ij^y 
whi(^  I  the^  ,^^Fe0^  by.  ft^rts,  amidft  the  interru^; 
dou  of  noife  and.  clamour. ,  • 

J.  Let;  us  ^pppiej ,  tha,t  threa  judges,  only  had  bee» 
apjgiointed  to  qet^ripp^  tjib  (^ufe^,.  one  of  whom  ha^ 
(^l^red,  that:tiiQ:i^^^di9^n  pu^  to  fnSer  deatAi ;  an-*' 
c^ii^er.had  ^en>i<)f  opinion*,  that  they  ou^  to  be^ha^i 
mftied  i  and.  tj|^/jthir4  had  giverv  his  voice  for  theip 
acqi^l^.  Sh^l  tbe.  two.  Ifbrfb  opinions,  becaufe*  thfif. 
aujdiors  .c^  thena  jpin<  together;  dcflxby  the  thfed  ?  Or 
ought  not  each  p(40iof)  tdihasne  as  haiuch  weight  as' 
^y  one  of-tt^e  tY^a^Qthpts  ?^:f  Qciihe/firit  be^  tw 

pmpf9kri(bHvt{y/t)M  ipcond^'  than  the  iecoild  toi 
Ir^j^j^mts  tSierefore^'  vbtes  ought  to  bs* 

L  a$  \^iimiyy  whoa  vthcy  a»jeffeauaUijr  te^* 
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adjudge  the  criminals  to  be  banifhed, 'and-to  foe  £sS!<^ 
eutcd,  muft  they,  according  to  that  fehtence,  ttnder* 
00  banifliment  and  death  i   Or,  la^ly,  touldit'bb^ 
mought  one  fin^e  fentence,  which  ccothprelberidcd 
fiich ; different  decrees?  When  one  man  has-deter^^ 
mined^  that  they  ought  to  die,  another^  that  they  oii^t 
to  be  &nt  into  bamffamenr ;  how  is  it  pebble  to  af; 
firm.. the  determinadons  of  two  perfen^  'to  be  cMy 
one,  if^hen,  if  they  were  pronoiincted  by  any  fingfe 
ftnator,  they  would  bctdeemed  two  dimndl:  a\^rards  ? 
y^hat  is  the  law  ?   Haii't  m>t  exprefiy  declared,,  that 
the  ( ientences  for  deadi  and  baiuihment . ought  tb  be* 
&parated  ?  And  to  that  purpofe,  is  not  the  dividon 
Qt. the  fenators  appbintea  in^ theie  terms?  2Tf,  whrrnri 
tf  Jiicb  an^cpinionj  go  to  that  fide:  2>,  who  are  in  every 
riffeSkjof  s  contrary  4^nionj  go  to  the  fide  of  the  perfm^ 
from,  whom  y$u  have  derived  your  opinion.    Exarmnc 
CYcry^  one  of  thefe  words,  and  confider  them  well : 
^fy  who  are  of  fiicb  an  opinions  that  is,  ye,  who^think' 
they,  ought  to  be  banifhedy  go  to  tbatfide^  that  is,  to 
-  tb^  fide,  where  fat  the  leader  of  this  opinion.     From- 
yhencc  it  is  manifcft,  that  they,  who  voted  for  death,. 
^ouJd  not  i^main*  in  the  fame  pldce  with  thofe,  who 
voted  for  banilhmenti.     TV,  'who  are  in  every  refpeSt  i 
You  obferve,  that  the  law  not  content  to  fay,  (f  d 
ofifn^tfaty  .'opinion^  added,  in  every  refpeSl.    Can  it  be  a 
4oi43t  therefore,    that  they,   who  were  for  death, 
thought  contrary,  in  every  relpeft,  to  thofe,  who  were* 
for  Mhilhment  ?  Go  to  that  fide  [of  the  fenate-houfej 
v^bere  the  perfon  fits^  whofhft  made  the  motion^  to  whidt 
you  adhere.    Has  not  the  law. then  apparently  called, 
enforced,  and  driven » thofe,  who  difagree,  into  con- 
trary places  ?  Does  not  the  confol  alto,  not  only  by^ 
the  ,form  of  words,  but  by  Ihs  hand,  and  gqfture,' 
point  out  to  every  i^naUH",  in  what  part  he  is  to  ftay,^ 
pr  to  what  part  I^  is  to  go  ?  But  it  may  be  ofcgeftedi' 
th^  if  the  votes  of  thote,  who  were  for  death,  were* 
divided. from  thofe,  who  were  for  banilhment,;thi? 

voices 
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vokes  for  an  aUc^ute  acquittal  would  prevail.  SaicK^ 
an  efFeft  is  not  to  be  regarded  by  the  perfons,  whot 
give  that  judgement ;  in  whom  it  would  be  indecent 
to  ufe  any  kind  of  art,  or  (kill>  that  might  prevent 
the  milder  fentence  from  taking  place.  However  it 
mw  be  farther  urged,  that  thofe,  who  were  for  death; 
ana  thofe,  who  were  for  banilhment,  fhould  firft  be 
numbered  againft  thofe,  who  were  for  acquittalj  and 
afterwards  compared  among  themfelves  ;  in  the  lame 
manner,  as  at  the  public  fhews,  where  chance  now 
and  then  fets  afide,  and  preferves  fome  particular  com*' 
batant,  who  afterwards  contends  with,  the  conqueror 
of  the  reft :  fo,  in  the  fenate,  we  have  firft  debates, 
and  then  again  fecond  debates ;  and  when  one  opinion 
has  prevailed,  a  third  is  ready  to  oppofe  the  prevail- 
ing decifion.  Becaufe,  as  fbon  as  any  one  opinion  is 
prevalent,  the  others  arc  deftroyecj.  For  which  reafon 
it  is  abfolutely  necefl&ry,  that  one  and  the  fame  place^ 
Ihould  be  appointed  for  thofe,  who  agree  in  fenti- 
ments,  fince,  after  fentence  given,  there  is  no  fuch 
place.  I  will  explain  myfelf  ftill  farther :  thofe,  who 
are  for  death,  ought  immediately  to  feparate  them- 
felves from  thofe,  who  are  for  banifhment,  as  foon  as 
the  latter  have  declared  their  opinion ;  or  elfe  they 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  feparate  themfelves  at- 
terwards  from  companions,  to  whom  they  ori^nally 
adhered. 

But  why  ihould  I  aflume  the  part  of  a  matter, 
when  I  would  willingly  be  taught,  whether  thefe  fe- 
veral  opinions  ought  to  have  been  feparated  or  not  ?  i 
obtained  indeed  the  point,  at  which  I  aimed.  I  miift 
neverthelels  defire  to  be  informed^  whether  I  ourfit 
to  have  purfiied  my  propofition,  or  to  have  receded 
from  it,  after  the  example  of  a  certain  p^rfon,  who 
had  given  his  voice  for  capital  puniftiment^  This  fc^ 
pator,  I  know  Botwhe^er  convinced  fo  much  by  thqi 
kgality,  as- by  the  equity  i^f  the  demand,-  doiftacjt 
fri»n  his  £rft  opinion^  md  ^^iroted  fbr  Imhkhmeht ; 
',: .  fearing. 
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'  fearfikg,  ftat  if  the  feviesal  vo«cs  Wfet  ttken  fepMhifi* 
Ijr,  (as  accord^  tci^ifay  jwc^aft  ^uftliaVe  fefefeff  tfe6 

WDoH  ha.ve  been  ttioft  numerdus ;  the  ntambers  bii^ 
much  greater  on  that  fide^  iliAft  o&  efthierof  the  othter 
pro.  Upon  this  occafion^  iudfi  ^itribfis$  whb  hid 
bden  influenced: by  his  auihiiirtty,  beit^  defeftM  V^ 
him,  ftiii  continued  to  follow  him,  a^  their  leader  iti 
hisievolt.  Tha^Vem  tb^fe  thr6e  bpihions  ¥edtK3ed 
to  two,  one  of  which  pr^railed  5  the  thirds  is  It 
was  overruled,  had  <5nly  thfe  choic^^  tb  S^hich  bF  ffic 
other  two  it  wbuW  fubfnit.     FircWeH, 
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It  ia  to  be  wifhed^  that  all  letters  it(Ath  ^inY,  ttii^gti 
fhe  forms  and  proqeedihgs  in  the  Roman  fenate,  were  {^arti^ 
cjularly  explicit.  But  if  we  cdnfider,  as  h^  been,  elftwheri 
bbferved,  that  thele  letters  were  writtei}  to  perfon^^.jivhRi 
needed  Ab  part  of  the  information,  which  y^e  jrequire,  fome 
few  hints  only  cart  b'^  e^icpefliea  towards  fetiifyinj  6ur  cii- 
liofity.  In  this  tpiMt  fUdi  pfd&fei&  my  bfe  fefefiled,  a^  point 
eut  the  maimer  of  f^ceivlhg  tlfe  vtAcksy  arid  diVidlitg  thfe 
votes  of  the  fenatofi  :  in  whith  fbi^riiw^  ttiif  obfeiVe  fikik 
refetnblance  to  our  ufages  of  parliament;)  tbe  eotifol,  upoitt 
this  occafion,  a&ing  the  famd  part^'^<^  prbncmncing  dmpft 
the  fame  words,  as  th^  fpeaker  in  ^ther  of  9ur  tw|^  hou(e^ 
The  epiftle  begins  with  a  very  juft  cbmplaint  of  the  alye^ 
fituation,  into  which  the  fenate  of  Rome  had  been  pljingedi 
during  the  reigns  of  tibfe  eiiij>e;t6h,  \^h6  hiad  overturiiea  all 
law  and  juftice,  ^dhaA  &  crftiridy  alyoliihed  eveiy  tr&e  of 
tirtue,  and  cveiy  iriafk  6iF  fr^dita,  tihjtt  tBf6  trUe  «id  fith^ 
doubted  privileges  of  the  fenate*  Were  trtt(fcrly  forgoife6*i.  A« 
the  excellent  old  cuft(^  cf  preparing  yoiing  mien'  in  a  pro-^ 
per*  manner,  for  the  fervice  o[  their  coiintijfy  both  in  the 
damp  and  in  the  lenajtej  piuft  h^ve  been  oi^  great  advair* 
<ige  to  the  c^iiimonwealtti  :  10  the  aboBtion  oftKofe  cuf-r 
twhs  mtift  hivd.dCCafld'Afed*  tndi  confufioii,  that  t'he  gl^ern^ 
ititfit  was  «<*#e6y  recfeb^  fe  Att  ttiiyerkm  6tti^atfoft,  WM 
PwNY  has  fHOhetii^lly'  reitfefcfrifca  fti'tfl^  epJOfe;    ^'   ' 

The 
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-  TIm?  4dN9  <:oiieerf»Ag; . AFiiAikius  Dexter  is  tmiclr 
perplexed.  It  is  ftated  partially,  and  t;he  arguments  upon  i^ 
are  quibbling  and  myfterious.  The  plain  and  legal  queflion 
to  be  decided  by  the  fenate  was,  whether  Dexter  had  been 
killed  by  his  freedmen,  from  their  malice,  or  in  purfuance 
of  his. own  command  ?  If  they  were  conviSed  of  killing  him 
rtiaficipufly,  the  punifbment  inflidted  bv  law,  on  fuch  offend- 
ers, was  death.  If  they  were  provca  to  have  killed  him  ift 
obedience  to  his  own  orders,  Aey  ought  to  have  been  ac- 
quitted. The  opinion  of  Pliny  therefore  is  by  no  means 
to  be  juftified.  He  declares,  th^t  the  freedmen  ought  to  be 
put  to  the  Gueftion,  and  afterwards  releafed.  If  they  were 
innocent,  wiy  Ihould  they  be  puniflied  ?  If  guilty,  why  re^\ 
leafed  ?  Perhaps,  indeed,  Ae  evidence  againft  tnem  might 
not  b^  fuiKcient  for  their  conviftion,  yet  might  be  circum-?^ 
ftantial  enough  to  afEx  the  ftrongeft  prefumption  of  their 
guilt.  .  In  that  cafe,  the  fcntence  fpr  baniftiment  ought  to 
Have  prevailed;  and  indeed  Pliny,  by  his  application  to 
Aristo,  iOiews  himfelf  fufpicious  of  his  own  condufit,  which, 
in  this  particidar  inftance,  feems  not  fo  well  founded  in  rea.-^ 
fon  anq,  equity  as  ufual. '  Throughout  the  whole  epifUe,  the 

a  nibbles  of  the  lawyer  are  much  more  eonfpicuous,  than  tlie 
fgnity  of  the  fenator.  ; 

E  PI  ST  L  E     XV. 

PilN  Y   /a  Tp.RENTIUS   JUNIOR. 

BY  fending  to  ^oa  fuch  a  nimiher  of  voluttie^  at  % 
time,  they  will  be  a  burden :  but  I  have  burden:^ 
ed  you,  firft,  becaufe  you  defired  me ;  then  becaiile, 
as  your  letter  informed  me,  your  vintage  was  fo  very 
fmall,  that  I  could  plainly  perceive  you  was  at  lei- 
fure,  which  fignifies,  arcording  to-  the  vulgar  phrafc, 
you  had  time  enough  to  read  a  book.  From  my 
own  little  eftate,  the;y  fend  me  the  fame  fort  of 
news,  I  ihall  therefore  have  the  fame  fort  of  lei- 
fure  for  writing .;  and  yqu  may  read  my  wopks,  if 
I  have  money  i^fficient  to  buy  papef.  But  IhpuW 
diat  paper  be  toQ  fl^ungy,  or  too  rough,  I  muft  dr 
ther  not  write,  or,*  by  necefltty,  whatever  I  writei 

whetfeet 
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whether  ic  be  good  or  bad,  will  be  fo  blotted  as  not 
to  be  Ic^le.    Adieu.  .      .  I 

OBSERVATIO  N  S. 

Pliny,  in  the  twenty  fifth  epiftle  of  the  feventh  booky 
gives  us  a  very  remarkable  chara£ter  of  Terentius  Ju- 
nior, and  feems  furprized  at  the  learning,  and  elegance^ 
which  he  had  difcovered  in  the  converfatiori  of  a  man,  whji 
had  long  retired  from  the  high  fcenes  of  lifej  and  had  enrire* 
ly  devoted  himfelf  to  rural  and  domeftic  sivocations.  SudU 
a  difcovery  at  once  engaged  the  friendfhip,  regards,  and  cor«^ 
refpondence  of  Pliny  :  and  accordingly  we  find  this^epifttei: 
an  anfwer  to  a  letter  received  from  Junior,  wherein  he  bi^* 
complained,  that  his  vintage  had  not  fulfilled  his  hoi>es  and 
expefbitions.  -   --  •      ■ 

Tarn  graciks  ifitc  vind^as  iffi^   ut  plane  fcifeM  tibi  vifca-^\ 
turum  (quod  vulgo  dtdtut)  libriitn  kgere :  "Your  vintages  - 
••  have  been  fo  little  anfwerable,  tMt  you  could  not  watit  \. 
*'  leifure  for  the  perufal  of  a  book."    The  commentators' ~ 
very  juftly  imagine  thb  fentence  to  allude  to  fome  Roman  ^ 
proverb,  fignifying,  "  If  you  cannot  gather  grapes,  g£ither.v 
*'  learning."    Epiftles  of  this  kind  were  ifcarce  ever  defign* 
cd  for  public  view  :  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  Pli- 
ny,  according  to  his  declaration  in  the  firft  epiftle  of  the  , 
firft  book,  cafled  in  the  whole  colle£Kon  of  his  letters  «, 
with  an  intention  to  digeft,  anJpublifh  them  in  a  proper 
manner.     Upon  fuch  a  review,  this  letter  and  many  others,  "^ 
equally  obfcure  and  infignificant,  muft  have  been  reje^^ed*  . 
But  it  is  probable,  that  he  died  before  he  had  carried  theff  " 
intentions  into  execution. 

•  Eai  [epifiolas]  qu^  adhuc  negltSa  jacentj^  requiram* 

EPISTLE     XVI. 
Pliny /oPaternus. 

1A  M  much  difconcerted  by  the  illnefs  of  my  fcr- 
vants,  among  whom  fbme  of  the  youngeft  have 
died.    Two  conlolations  only  arc  left  me :  they  are  not 

by 
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iMiy  means  equivalent  to  my  grief  5  however  they  are 
tbnfolations.  The  firft  is,  the  f eadinefs,  which  I  fheW- 
ed,  in  granting  their  freedom  •,  (for^  after  manumif-* 
fion,  I  feenl  not  to  have  loft  them  itnmaturely : )  the 
lecond  isj  the  permiffion,  which  I  gave  even  to  my 
Haves,  to  make$  as  it  were,  cofnplete  wills.  I  keep 
thefe  wills  in  my  own  cuftody,  as  if  they  had  been 
legal ;  and  I  have  obeyed  their  feveral  difpofitions,  and 
defires,  with  the  utmoft  exaftnefs.  They  have  made 
the  divifions,  gifts,  and  bequefts,  which  they  have 
thought  proper :  the  donations  have  been  confined  to 
my  domeilics ;  becaufe  to  flaves  the  houle,  in  which 
they  live,  is  a  kind  of  city,  and  commonwealth. 

Thefe  proceedings  have  afforded  me  fome  comfort 
in  my  dimeis  ;  notwithftanding  which,  I  am  IHll  di-^ 
^irited,  and  unhinged  by  the  fame  motives  of  huma- 
nity, thaj:  induced  me  to  grant  fuch  indulgences; 
However,  I  by  no  means  wifh  to  become  lefs  fufcep-i 
tible  of  tendemefe.  I  know  thefe  kind  of  misfortunes  v 
would  be  eftimated  by  other  peribns  only  as  conimon 
loflesi.  and  ft-om  fuch  fenfations  they  would  conceive 
themfelves  great  and  wife  men.  I  fliall  not  determined 
cither  their  greatnefs  or  their  wifdom )  but  I  am  cer-i 
tain  they  have  no  humanity.  It  is  the  part  of  a  man 
to  be  affefted  with  grief,  to  feel  Ibrrow,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  is  to  refift  it,  and  to  admit  of  com-^ 
iforu 

,But  I  have  faid  perhaps  more  upon  this  fubjeft, 
than  I  ought ;  I  have  however  faid  lefs  than  I  intend- 
ed. There  is  even  a  certain  pleafure  in  afflidlion  i  '■'■■• 
cfpecially  if  you  weep  in  the  bofom  of  a  friend  •,  who 
will  be  always  ready  either  to  applaud,  or  to  excufe 
your  tears.     Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Humanity  cannot  be  *ftretched  to  a  higher  point  than  in 

this  epiftle.    Pliny  muft  hay«  been  remarkably  happy  in  his 
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fenraitts^  or  hb  fervants  imcommonljr  fortunate  in  their  ma.^ 
fter*  The  latter  is  the  more  probable  circumftance.  He 
4  treats  his  domeilics  wkh  the  tenderne&  of  a  friend^  and  he 
laments  their  deaths  ^  if  he  were  their  parent.  His  flavcs, 
we  find,  are  made  entirely  free,  or  enjoy  fome  of  the  choic- 
eft  blefiings  of  freedom.  They  were  permitted  to  mak^ 
their  wills j  ^thou^  the  law  dqnrived  them-^  diat  priff« 
Icge*        ..... 

Mandant'i  roganifue^  quodvihm:  paredtutjuffiis.  Dw** 
ifunty  denant^  relinquuntj  **  They  iflue  out  their  orders^  qc 
•*  defire  what  they  chufe  to  be  done  :  I  Comply  with  tbar 
**  requeft,  as  if  entrufted  with  their  c6mmanSs.  '  They  c(if- 
"  tribute,  they  give,  and  they  leave  legacies."*    How  aiml- 

.  able  is  Pliny  in  nis  private  chara<Ster !  Hbw  amiable  in  tfiis 
particular  epiftle !  an  epiftk.  In  Which  no  commentator  19 
neeeflary  to  explain  the  mcaninff,  no  bion^s^er  to  illuffarate 
the  adion,  no  editor  to  rectify  jooie  ftylQ«.  His  generofity  mxA 
have  been  at  once  an  exam[^e,  and  a  reproach  i  iinceki^ 
certain,  that  (laves  were  frequency  enfoinchized  to  the  yileft 
purpofed.  Their  mafter^  wfere  hot  aftuated,  like  Plin^j irjr 
motives,  of  compaiTipn  and  benevblehcis.  But' di^  the  cbn- 
trary,  they  made  ^e  manumiffion  of  dxehr  fervants  eft  beAfe- 
fit  to  themfclve$i  For  CMamjJc,  a  toafler,  ^ho  had  com* 
Initted  any  crime,  which  might  render'  him  punifhaUe  l^ 

'  law,  granted  immediate  Jihcrty  to  fucb  of  Jbis  flaves,  whom 
he  had  e|itru{led|  and  m^dff  partperjs.  in  his  guiljtj.  left]b^. 

'  being  tortured,  they  might  divulge  his  (ecrets,  and  become 
witneiTes  againft  him:  but  as  iobn  at  they  had  obtained 
thor  freedom,  they  were.no  longer  liable  to  corporal  puhiih- 
inents.  And  as  citizens  of  Rome  exempted  fh)m  all  indighU 
ties,  and  oppreffions,  they  could  not  be  fcourged  to  brmg 
them  to  a  confeilton  of  any  criminal  practices  they  might 
have  committed.  Thua  the  mafter  dd^ended,  and  fecured 
himfelf  by  an  a^ion^  whicb  carried  t^e  fpeciou?  appearance 
of  generofit^i  wd  like  the  fruit  near  thp  lake,  ji^b^kites^ 
bore  a  fair  outwaf  d  afpc^t?  wJ^en  the  ta;Q:e  within  wa§  miM-. 
feous  and  dcteftable. 
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E  p  I  s  T  i  E   xvir. 

PiiNV  to  Macrinus* 


HAS  the  weathti-  b«en  aisr indknitot  and  tem^ftu* 
ous  with  you,  as  it  has  been  with  us,  whero 
hurricanes  and  inundatipas  are  frequent  aiid'  almoil 
continual  ?  The  Tiker  has  ovorflowdd  its  Channel,  and 
fUes  high  abpye  its  banks.  The  empeFor  hadf,  with 
a^  proper  fore%ht  S  caufed  a  ditch  to  be  made  to  pn^ 
vent  inundations :  but  the  river,  notwidiftanding  that 
drain',  has  extended  itfetf  0^1^  the  valUes^  andcoyer*^ 
«d  all  the  fields.  Wherever  tlwre  is  level  ground*, 
there  die  watcr^  collefb  itfelf.  Thus  that  river,  which 
^ufed  only  to  receive  certain  luppli6s  from  other  rivu- 
lets, and  to  convey,  them  umted  in  its  channel,  now 
meeting  ^th  a  new  refiftance,  repeb  the  &pei^uouk 
waters,  and  covers  the  fiiilds  with  them,  but  riles  not 
itfelf  beyond  ksf  natural  bounds.  Th^Anh^^  whc^ 
vgcntle  motion  diftinguiflies  it  above  all  other  rivers^ 
^^|nd  which  feems,  on  that  account,  t6  be  allured  and 
^detained  ik  its  courie  by  villas  built  upon  its  borders  % 
^lias  broken  and  carried  ofF  a  great  part  of  thofe  woodis, 
jmih  which  it  wasihaded.  It  has  fubverted  moun- 
stains,  the  fall' of  whi^ii  has^  in  many  places,  choaked 
j^p  die^  riv^^  »id  k  has  raifed  ana  ^tended  itfetf 

w^on  their  ruins. 

If  .        . 

*  Provfdefttiffijtui  impsraUr*  Citino  ekpWtis  the  tinetnlng  df 
^8  epithet,  by  telling*  iis»  fr^vulentia  tft^  per  fkam fiUurwm  efi- 
fiadnnietur  ant}  quamfa^umfit.  ClC£RON.  de  invent.  Lib.  i. 
cap.  53.  .  '" 

^  The  Anioi  at  this  day  la  ^t'verme^  is  mentioned  by  Horace, 
et  praceps  Anio.  By  the  epithet  pr^tctps  the  poet  alludes  to  the  ra- 
pid manner,  in  which  this  river  falls  into  the  ^iher^  and  therefore 
(ht  place  is  called  la  Cafcata,     Vid.  Ho  rat.  Lib.  i.  ode  7. 

*  Numerous  hoofes  were  built  on  the  iides  oi  this  river  »  tEe 
inhabitants  of  which  were  called  Amaacolir. 
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The  inhabitants,  who  live  upon  higher  grounds, 
which  the  dc^vaftation  coulcl  not  reach,  had  a  profpeffc, 
diverfificd  in  one  place  with  the  ruins  of  elegant  fiir-r 
nitiire,  and  rich  nrtaterials  for  luxury ;  in  another  with 
the  utenfils  of  hufbandry  ;  here  with  oxen,  ploughs, 
and  theii:  driver?  ;  thefe  with  tattle  difengaged^  'and 
free  froixi  their  yokes  :  among  thcfe  the  trunks  of 
lree3,  and  beams,  which  fupported  houfcs,  the  roofs 
of  which  were  floating  up  and  down,^  in  various 
places,  and  at  great  diftances.  Bi\t  indeed  thofe  fitu- 
ations,  which  were  too  high  to  be  reached  by  the 
flood,  have  hot  been  entirely  exempt  from  the  calami- 
ty. For  continued  rains,  and  whirlwinds  ruftiing  frwti 
the  clouds,  hive  equalled  all  the  eflfefts  of  the  river ; 
by  which  the  encloliires,  jhat  furroundfed  and  divided 
t^^  fine  cpuntry,  have  been  deftroyed.  Many  pub- 
lic buildings,  have  been  damaged,  and  even  fome  of 
them  overturned  ;  by  the  fall  of  which,  great  num- 
bers of  people  have  been  maimed,  fmothered,  bruifed  ; 
-and  the  calamities  hay£  flill  been  encreafed  by  the  ge- 
neral mourning. 

My  fears  are,  lefl:  you  may  have  fuflTered  fome  pro- 
portionable degree  of  this  dangpr.  And  I  entreat 
you,  that  if  np  fuch  nusfortune  has  happened^.^u 
will  imtnediately  4pli^r  a4,&om  my  anxiety.  iBut 
evejl  if  you  are  equally  pnfortunate  ,with  other?.  Jet 
me  kiK>w  it.  .  For  tlie  difierence  is  fmall,  betwepa 
feeling  adverfity,  or  apprehending  it ;  except  only, 
that  our  griefs  can  be  limited,  but  our  fears  exceed  all 
bounds :  for  our  griefs  are  fixed  to  what  we  know  lias 
happened ;  but  our  fears  rife  to  what  poflibly  may 
happen..    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 


'.1 


This  epiftle  contains  a  mixture  of  beauties  ahd  defeAs^ 
The  language,  in  many  parts  of  it,  is  too  florid  and  ^o^- 
cal.  .We  .find  here  and  there  certain  turns  and  witticifms, 
that  are  not  confident  with  the  fuiipUcity,  in  wluch  familiar 

letters 
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letters  ought  to  appear.  A  letter,  which  is  only  a  converfa« 
tion,  delivered  upon  paper,  {bould  be  perfefUyeafy  and  per^ 
fe£Uy  corredc  At  the  fame  time,  that  low  .expreflions  are 
to  tie  rej6£ted,  high  flights  are  equally  to  be  avoided* '  Quib* 
bles,  in  particular,  are  the  loweft  kind  of  writing.  They 
are  the  moft  flagrant  inftances  <^  falie  wit,  and  ought  to  I)C 
entirely  baniflied  from  all  woiics  of  elegance.  But  although 
fome  of  thefe  errors  may  be  found  in  this  epiftle,  fuch  as 
planum  folumprofolo  cernitur,  and,  alunis  aquis  eftrit  aglro^  quos 
ipfe  non  tangtt  ;  and  although  the  deicription  of  the  tempeft^ 
and  inundation^  is  not  fufficiently  plain,  and  profaical ;  yet  ^ 
the  conclufion  of  the  epiftle  (eems  to  repair  all  pl:ieceding  blq^ 
mifhe^.  The  expreflion,  and  the  fenfc  is  excellent^  yfhoxp 
Puny  fays,  Nam  parvulum  £fferty  patiaris  adverfa^  an  «r-  ' 
peSies  :.  nifi  quod  tatnen  eft  doUndi  modus ^  non  eft  timendu  Do^ 
leas  euim^  quantum  fcias  accidiffi  ;  timeas^  quantum  poffit  acct^ 
dere,  **  'rhprej  is  little  difference,  whether  you  fuffer,  or 
"  whether  you  expedt  adverfity.  Grief  indeed  has  fomc 
**  bounds,  but;  fear  has  none.  You  bewail  only  the  f>arti-o 
^^  cular  misfortune,  whidi  has  already  happened^  you  fear 

ft.  ^Vf*r.v  iVii<sfnttiinpx   f\\9kt  «in  nnffiWv  arrive*  ** 


every  n^sfpitune)  that  can  poffiWy  arrive,' 

I 

i',  ■  '  .      ■ 
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P'XINY   /^   RUFINUS. 


'■   V 


TH  E  vulgar  ima^nation  is  affuredly  falfe,  that 
xht  manners  of  mankind  are  to  be  (Ufccmed,  as 
in  a  mirror,  by  their  laft  wiHs  5  fince  Domitius  Tiit- 
Lus  has  appeared  a  much  better  man  at  his  death,  than 
in  his  life  tinle.  For,  after  having  given  himfelf  up 
to  certain  perfons,  who  had  a  view  to  his  inheri«> 
tance  *,  he  has  made  his  brother's  daughter  his  heir, 
having  adopted  her  as  his  own  child,  v  He  has  be* 
flowed  upon  his  grandfbns  very  mariy^  and  vefy  ac- 
ceptable legacies  ;  and  has  given  a  bequefl;  to  a  great 
grandfon.  In  a  word,  all  his  diipoutions  feem  to 
proceed  from  juftice  ;  and  they  are  mpre. extraordi- 
nary, as  they  are  unexpe&ed. 


-«»-   rf 


r 


^  Nam  cumfecaft^Mbimfrabuiffef,    See  this  obfervatlons. 

O  3  Upon 
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-.  -  Umx  thtb4)GC2£on^hti'^ffifeoiirfes  at  Rme  ntt  mtlcSt 
<K^4?S*:  ^Some -calHiiift  fSTe,  ungratdifl,  andperff- 
ditm  i  ftttjge'tting,  that  :\^hile  th6y  ate  ibujGng  iiimj 
fhty  *fc  iifi'ajcing  moffi  wicked  difcoveri^'  i^gaui^ 
fesmfelvcs^  by  qomplaming  of  him,  -as  if  they  vufC, 
his  orphans,  and  he  thcar  father,  tibeir  grand£altherv  <)r 
great  grac^cfiather,  Otk^,  on  the  contra^,  zpphxid 
mni  very  irtuch,  for  having  fnrilratcd  roe  hopes  oF 
a  let  of  men,  whom  it  is  maft  prudent  to  deceivcjl 
conlidcring  the  dilpdition  (tf  the  prefent  times.  TKei^ 
add  ^alfo,  that  he  was  n<M:  at  liberty  to  die  with  taxf; 
btKcr  kind  of  will  5  fory  that  the  dbte,  be  left  to-h» 
jdaughter  was  not  given,  but  reftored;  (he  having 
been  the  inieans  of  his  aequiring  it.  Fen'  Curtius 
M^ysTTFA,  entirely  deteftihg  his  fon-ift-Kw  DoMiTiAi? 
fi0*  LvcANUs,  (who  was  brodier  of  TirLLirs)  mad^f 
Ac  ddughttir  of  Domitianus,  who  ^^  Ae  grahy 
ftaughtcr  cif  Curtius,  his  heir,  on  thii  exprels  coilA 
jiition,  that  flie  fhould  be  enfranchized,  and  takenL 
put  of  the  cuftody  and  power  of  her  father.  Domi- 
tianus accordingly  made  her  free,  and  Tullus  her 
uncle  adopted  her.  And  in  this  manner  having  eludv' 
fcd  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  will,  the  bro- 
ther being  a  partner  in  the  fpoils  by  the  fraud  of 
adoption,  reftored  the  enfranchized  daughter  into 
li^p  power  of  her  father,  and  with  her  yeiy  great- 
"wealth. 

Thefe  brothers  in  other  iidlances  became  rich,  ail 
tf  ftte  ordained  them  to  be  opulent,  even  agairift 
iSjit  i^iUs  and  inclinations  of  the  perfohs,.  who  eiirich^ 
«d  thejn.  For  Domitiits  Afer,  who  adopted  thent^ 
left  a  will  made  by  him  eighteen  years  before;  al* 
though  that  will  was  fo  much  difapproved  by  him,^ 
that  he  had  caufed  the  goods  of  their  filther  to  be' 
trorifiifaatcd.  The  feverity  of  Afer  in  this  cafe  witti 
aftcmiftangi  nor  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  tw^S 
biot^rs  left  amazing.  'His  cruelty  was  conlpicubuS 
in  pre^tttii^  'f^  ^bfluiiflH)^^  of  a  perfbn^  n^  v^a^ 

equally 
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cqu^y  a  parent  with  himfelf,  to  the  &mt  children  ; 
aod  their  happineis  was  again  as  vifibley  in  finding  a 
father  in  a  peribn,  who  had  driven  away  their  fathen 
ftut  it  was  juil,  in  order  to  effed  a  reconciliation,  that 
this  inheritance  of  Af  er,  as  alio  all  that  he  had  ^ned 
in  partnerChip  with  his  brother,  fhoiUd  be  transferred 
to  the  dau^ter  of  that  brother,  .who,  in  preference 
to  his  dauber,  had  left  .TutLui  his.  whole  eftate. 
Such  a  will  therefore  was  the  more  commendable,  as 
it  was  diftated  bv  the  motives  of  afieAion,  integrity, 
and  fli^e  ;  ana  as  it  contained  legacies  to  all  his  ref- 
lations, and  particularly  to  his  wife,  ac^cH'ding  to  their 
relpeftive  merits. 

His  wife,  whole  patience  and  goodneis  towards 
him  were  remarkably  great,  has  received  from  him, 
in  return,  ieveral  beautiful  country  houfes,  and  a  largp 
&m  of  money*  And  her  merits  to-  him  were  ftill  the 
greatqr,  as  ftic  drew  upon  hcrfelf  much  r^roach  by 
her.  jnarriage.  .  She  was  a  wo/pan  of  birth  5  of  an 
excellent  charafter  ;  nqt  yQung;  had  been  Ipng  a 
widow  >  a^d  was  formerly  a  momer  of  children.  She 
hf^  in  this  fecond  marriage  joii^d  herielf  to  an  old 
rich  man,  of  ib  infirm  a  conftitution,  that  in  his  moft 
youthful  and  heakhy  daysy  he  could  fcarce  have  prov- 
ed an  agreeable  hulband.  But  all  his  joints  were  now 
fo  weakpn^d,  and  ufel^fs,  that  he  had  no  other  enjoy- 
ment of  his  riches,  than  by  feeing  them  ;  nor  could 
|ie  turn  inil^is  bed,  except  he  were  affifbed  by  others. 
Afldf  what  is  at  once  indelicate  and  melancholy  to 
relate,  he  .could  not  even  waih  or  rub  his  own  t&eth. 
So  that  he  was  frequently  heard  to  fay,  when  he  was 
complaining  of  the  many  misfortunes  confequent  to 
tuswtakneS,  that  he  was  obliged  daily  t0  l|ck  the 
lii^ers  of  h^  jQaves.  3ut  he  ftill  lived,  ftid  was  de*- 
ji^9us  to  iiv^  iifuftained  chie%  by  die  i^ceiTant.atte^ 
ance  of  his  wife  y  whofe  perfeverance,  upon  this  occaQon, 
has  Trained  that  reputation,  which  in  the  b^inning  of 
her  marriage  ihe  had  forfeited.  You  havc^ow  all  the 
-  O  4  i^cws 
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Ms<9its^of'Roms  ;  for  TuLi^uS'  id  the  gfifter^  t^tt  of 
difcoiirife.  The  auiftion  of  his  good*  is  t^Cpc&cd  to 
be  food.  He  had  fuch  alarge  number  of  very  fine 
t)ld  ftatues,  that  he  filled  an  extenfivc  gardeii  mi^ 
them  ,  the  iame  day,  on  which  he  purchaied  it  *,  and 
xiU  .then,  •  his  fined:  moveables  had  lain  negleded  in 
iiore-houfesi  i  :  .   :   .    . 

.  In  return^  ifi- where  you  arey  you  find  any  fubje6t 
^worthy  of  a  letter,  think  it  not  a  trotible  to  writb  to 
jTie.  For,  at  the  fame  time,  that  we  are  delisted 
to  hear  news,  we  are  inftruftoi,  by  examples^  in  the 
regulation  of  our  lives.    Farewell,     . 


b.      .'      ^    • »    ^      f'm 


OBSERVATIONS; 


:  Falfum  iftnimirum^  quod  ^redhur  imlg$j  teflaminta  hminum 
fpeculum  iffi  morum :  •'  The  received  notion,  that  the  wills 
*'  of  dying  perfons  are  like  mirrors,  which  refleft  the  image 
Jf  of  their  minds,  is  by  no  mtfjis  an  infallible  maxim.**  Al- 
though this  alTertion  niay  be  fupported  bjr  examples,  of  which 
poMiTrANU?  TuLLUs,  as  Pliny  fays,  is  ohe  ;  yet;  in 
general,  the- laft  wills  of  dying  perfons  are  in  a  great  degree 
the  ima^s  o£  their  formet^  life*  The  ill-natured  man'  a^- 
,  :pears  -tjrannicid  by  his  will.  The  humane  man  leaves -be^ 
Jiind  him  all  ppi&ble  a6h  of  benevolence.  We  expire  as  we 
have  lived  J  our  laft  inclinations  are  the  fame  as  our  firft, 
only  reduced  to  a  greater  ffate  of  weaknefs. 

rfam  cumfe  captandum  pr^sbutffet.  The  capiatores  Were 
the  fame  as  the  haredipeta^  of  vwiom  nptiqe  has'  been  taken 
in  the  obfervations  oh  the  twentieth  epiftle  of  the  fecond 
book.  They  were  mifers,  who  ventured  large  Amis  of  mo- 
ney upon  the  coughs  and  infirmities  of  old  age  ». 
.  Jlii  contra.  hficipfumlauShusferunt^  quod  Jit  frufiratus  inir 
frohas  /pes  hominum^  quos  fie  dicipere^  pro  mribus  temporum^ 
^rudentia  eft  V  \^  Others  extol]  tiis  condufl:,  arid  call  Ji<  pm- 
*^*dence,  to  fruftrate  the  hopes  of  fuch  men,  whom,' con- 
"^^'fiderlng  the  morals  of  this  age,  it  is  meritorious  to  &- 

?*  ceiVc."    Such  a  paragraph  ieems  to  afcertain  thiis  letter  to 

"  ■      *  ■'     '     ...     -  .        -.It' 

'  '  »  M  At TiAL  has  an  excellent  ^igram,  in  G^Uauumtstp^i^* 
i  ■ .  .  .  -*  have 
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litve ^^on'  writtefi  in  the  reizn  of  Trajan.  Thta^ah^ 
rgs  werq.  encouraged,  and  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffiod)  were 
iq  fafhipn, .  during  the  reign  of  Domitia'n.  But  knavery 
of  every  kind,  wnen  it  could  not  be  puniflied,  was  at  leatt 
dlfcountenanted  in  the  reign  of  Trajan.  It  was  prudent 
therefore  to  'difappoint  a  fet  of  mifcrcants,  who  were  be- 
come odious  and  defpicable  to  the  ftri£l  morals  of  a  viftuous 
age,  in  which  opennefs  and  fmcerity  were  much  more  culd* 
vat^,  and  refpedledp  than  aidfice  and  cunning. 

J  quo  TuLLUS  ex  affi  bisresin/iitutus:  "  By  whom 
,*',.TuJL.LUs  was  appointed  his  heir  m  the  ampleft  latitude  of 
*'  the  word.*'  The  haredes  ex  ajfe  were  the  heirs  of  the 
main  inheritance.  This  particular  phrafe  is  thus  fully  ex- 
plained by  Alexander  •  in  his  Dies geniales :  Cum  vero  it 
hareiem  in  ajfem  effecerOj  folidam  hareditatem  et  integrum  par 
triTnonium^  nuUis  diminutis  partibus^  transferri  vok  **  .*  '*  For 
^^  when  I  {hall  have  made  you  my  heir  [adaffem'}  I  mean^ 
*'  that  my  whole  and  entire  inheritance,  without  the  leaft 
f '  diminution  from  any  part  of  it,  fhould  be  transferred  to 
f «  you."  .      .  . 

Any  ftory,"  thtt  relates  to  old  RoTne,  is  curious ;  and  al- 
though t)iis  epiftle  contains  a  narrative,  wherein  much  fraud 
stn^  oppreffipn  muft  neceflarily  be  related,  and  diibifTed,  yet 
we  may  obferve  the  whole  tenour  of  the  letter  to  be  frocf 
froni  all  fevere  reflexions,  and  to  be  filled  with  all  tluit 
candour  and  good  nature,  which  feems  to  raife  Pliny  ^ 
above  the  common  level  of  mankind. 

*  He  was  an  eminent  lawyer^  a  Neapolitan.  H9  Qoarilhed  in 
tlje  year  1494.  .    ; 

*  Lib.  I.  cap.  !•   .         * 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XIX. 
JPliny  to  Maximvs. 

I  Receive  at  once  both  pleafurc  and  comfort  by  my 
ftpdies.  ■  They  render  happy  events  ftill  more  joy- 
ful: they  stlleviate  fom)w,  be  it  evcrfo  opprcffivc. 
Therefore  under  my  prefent  anxiety,  occafioncd  by 
the  iliiiefe  of  toy  wiie^.  and  the  precarious  hesith  of 
my  whole  family,  fome  of  whom  are  lately  dead,  I 
.  '  have 
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hi^e  taken  r^ge  in  my  ftudies,  as  the  onl^^  ittTea^ 
irom  grief.  From  whence  this  benefit  accrues,  ^  tteit 
if  my  ftudics  make  tne  more  fcnfibic  of  mry  ttifefor- 
tunc5,  they  ftill  mal^  me  more  patient.  But  it  is  mj 
cuftom,  to  examine  by  the  judgem/entof  my  pard-^ 
cviUr  iriendf,  and  more  efpecially  by  your  opiaioii^ 
the  works,  which  I  intend  to  publilh.  Now  then,  tf 
ever,  let  your  attention  be  fixed  upon  die  book,  wt^di 
I  fepd  to  you  with  this  letter ;  becaufe  I  am  not  ^^tly 
oy  t  my  apprehenfions,  that  in  my  prcfcnt'  mciandld|r 
fUte^  I  have  not  fuSicieotly  digefted  it..  JFor  althoiig^ 
i  am  ip  %  conunand  my  gritf,  as  to  be  ^le  tp  write^i 
y^  my  «>ind  is  neither  eafy  .nor  «>mpofcd-  Ai^.  wr. 
deed'  fince  true  happineis  is.  the^  cowquence  of  .oiir 
ibH^es^  #iat  confequence  mufl:  necdTarily  be  ptieocded 
1^  a  <4ieartulnels  ot  mind.    Farewell.  tr  :  - 

OBSERVATIONS.  ■  '// 


The  ot)ferv;^|dqn  in  tie  h^iimin^  of  tins  letter^  xtj^f^n^Hm 
mm  it  folatium  in  VtUrU  j  nthilqiie  tarn  tatumy  Quod'  hU  7^-' 
^m  9  nihil  fark  irt/le^  quod  non  per  h$sjit  mlhjus  'trijh^  jsiiijf' 
IcsGiremai-kable  than  true:  and '^though  PLiHY  confines  it 
ib'hiMelf,  yet' it  may  l)e-a4niittbd  las  -atl  ^priftn  •appIidSt'^ 
blc  to  all  mankind.    '*'  Our  forrows  arc  alleviated,  and  cmr 
f*  joys  afc  encreafbd  by  ftudy/'    3ooks,  wVapropi^rly  ujsd^ , 
iu'e  our  trueft  friends,  and  our  moft  comfortable  companions. 
They  teach  us  in  what  manner  to  enjoy  pleafiires ;  and^  in 
'  what  manner  t©  bear    adverfity.     They  vifit  us  withbut: 
ihtrufion,  and  Jthey  converfewili  us  without  ^nftraint.     So 
that  if  it  were -poffible  for  us  *in  our   childifli,   and  moft 
youthful  ftat^  of  li^,  to  fo]iefeQ.the  futuxc  benefit  and  fa- 
tisfeftion,  that  linuft  arifc  in  otir  piinds  from  a  thorough  ap-* 
fdication  to  arts  and  fciences,  bur  diverfions  would  not  en* 
fige  9ar  ivholfi  f^cntfon^  butinpuid.  become  n«cefiar^  amufs- 
m^^  ^  o^r  ftiii^4*e*i .  wiljL jpixo  w  ddigbr, .  Learning  .ca%- 
Jipijf.  k^  ^pjp^rtdtoo  fopi\|  or  ipi^t  aft^^  toocpctenfiyely.  /.' 

.  ^ '    0bt"  inbWledgc,  fear ch  it  w1ietefbe*er  you  ca» : 
'     ^h  ir*n  the  brute  aifcririiiliate^'  the  mau'j '  ^ ''  ^ 

^  'f'^iDP»^-o{  God^  mo'  clad  in  mortal  frame*  Thu3 
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Tlras-ormM,  wc  cenquef  cares,  «hd  inward  ftnfc  ; 
Again  Jiotricnre,  and  gmfp  die  tree  <](  hk; 
:.  'Ofio^'s  flyings  we  Gutrth'faadierial  ik^, 

Ai\d  trfft  th'  ^^in^ighty's  work$  with  mortal  e^c* 

E  PI  S  t.LB    XX. 
Pliny/bGallus. 

t 

WE  uiidertakc  Jong  voyages  both  by  fca  and 
lafifd,  to  bdiold  tJiofe  cuiiofities,  which,  if 
placed  bcfofe  our  «ycs,  we  totally  tiegleft.  Whether 
it  is,  tiitLfWt  IKre  fo  formed  by  nature,  as  to  be  iticu- 
rious  about  tfte  nearer,  and  intent  only  upon  the  more 
diftaiit  obje6b  ;  6r  that  our  defire  grows  languid  to 
fuch  things^  as  may  be  enjoyed  without  any  difficulty ; 
or  that  we  are  apt  to  defer  taking  a  Single  view  of 
what  we  can  at  any  time  fee  ^  often  as  we  pleafe. 
Whatever  may  be  the  reaibn, '  there  are  in  RomCj  and 
near  it,  numberlefs  curiofities,  which  havb  never  oc- 
curred either  to  our  eyes,  or  even  to  our  ears.  Yet 
were  they  in  Greece^  ^^i*>  <^  Afia^  or  any  of  thole 
countries,  which  produce  and  recommend  miracles, 
we  fhould  have  heard  them,  read  of  them,  ancf  ex- 
iamined  them.  I  have  moft  certainly  fcen,  not  long 
ago,  what  I  never  dther  heard  of,  or  faw  before. 

My  irife^s  Grandfather  prefled  me  to  view  his  lands 
irt  jimerid.  "While  I  was  .Svalking  thtre,  a  lake  was 
Ihewed  to  me  a  little  below  the  noufe,  called  Vadt^ 
mon  :  Of  which  the  account  given  to  me  was  incredi- 
ble. I  came  .to  it.  The  form  of  this  piece  of  water.' 
is  circular,  like  a  wheel  when  it  lies  on  the  ground  j 
and  regular  in  every  part ;  without  any  curve  or  pro-: 
jeftion  of  dip  fliore  5  but  all  uniform,  equal,  hollow- 
ed, ,artd,  as  it  were,  cut  out  by  the  hancl  of  ah  aftift. 
The  colour  is  azure,  only  i^rater,  more  green,  and 
more  diftind.  The  fmell  is  iulphureous,  and  the 
tafte  mineral;  whici)  renders  the  water  particularly 
beneficial  in  ftrengdKningiradured  limbs;    The  cir- 
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cumference  is  not  large^  yet  the  winds  have  fufScient 
power  there  to  raiie  waves.  No  fhip  fails  upon  this  ikr 
cred  lake ;  but  feveral  iflands  float  in  it>  covered  with 
reeds  and  ruihes ;  and  all  herbs,  that  flourifh  mad  if) 
marfliy  grounds,  are  to  be  found  on  the  fides  of  tbip 
lake.  Every  ifland  has  a  peculiar  form,  and  motion. 
The  borders  of  them  are  all  worn  away,  as  they  are 
frequently  driven  againft  the  fhore,  and  againft  each 
other.  Their  height  and  weight  are  equal ;  upon 
which  account  their  drocnding  roots  gradually  diitii- 
nifii,  like  the  keel  of  a  imp.  This  form  is  obfervabj^ 
on  whatever  fide  you  view  it,  being  equajly  fufpcnd^ 
cd  and  immerfed  in  the.  fame  depth  of  water.  -Somer 
times  they  are  clofe,  and  joinea  togedier^  and  appear 
like  a  continent.  Sometimes  they  ar^^ilpeded  by  the 
violence  of  the  wmds  ;  and  fometimes,  in  a  calm, 
they  float  feparately.  A  fmall  ifland  frequendy  fwims 
after  Wlarger,  like  a  boat  after  afliip  of  burden.  Art^ 
the  l^rge,  ^d  fmall,  often  feem  preparing. for  ^  a,  r^.Q> 
And  bfteii  for  a  coml^t  with  each  other.  Then  agaio, 
by  being  driven  to  theiand^  diey  feem  to  encreafe  the 
fliore ;-  and  fometimes  they  take  away,  and  then  reftofe 
to  view  different  parts  of  the  lake.  But  there  is  no 
appearance  of  this  circumfl:ance,  when  they  are  in  tJic 
faiiddle.  It  happens,  that  the  cattle,  for  changes  of 
paffcur?^.  fometimes  go  upon  thefe  iflands,.  imagining 
thenifciyea  ont  the  fartheft  part  of  the  fliore,  and 
without  being  fenfible,  that  the  land  is  moveable. 
When  they  find,  that  they  are  upon  die  lake,  leem- 
ing,  as  it  were,  to  have  been  conveyed,  and  placed 
there,  they  are  much  fri^tened  to  fee  themfelvcs 
cncompaflled  by  water  on  every  fide  :  afterwards, 
when  the  wind  drives  them  back,  they  as  litde  per-? 
ceive  their  return  as  their  departurie.  This  lake  is 
difcharged  into  a  river,  which,  after  appearing  fcMP^a 
little  Ipace,  firiks  into  the  earth,  and  there  continues 
its  courfe.  Arid  all  things,  that  are  thrown  in,  befpfe 
it  d^fceeds^  jare  prefer Y-ed;,,4nd. returned^  inhere  it 
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rifes  j^ftin.  - 1  have  written  this  account  to  you,  be- 
caufe  I  fuppofe  it  may  be  no  lets  acceptable  and  new 
to  youV  thin  it  proved  to  n^  For  a  knowledge  in 
the  "^i^l^  of  nature  is  equally  entertaining  to  us  both. 
Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Thefe  floatjuig  Ulands  in  lakes  are  often  taken  notice  of  by 
naturalifts.  They  are  mentioned  by  the  elder  Plxny>  and 
by  S£N£CA  y  and  although  they  contain  nothing  fupematu- 
ral^  yet  our  au&or  has  with  g^at  art,  in  this  epiftle,  raifed 
his  (^efcnption  into  a  kind  of  miracle.  The  lake  of  Fadimmy 
now  called  lap  di  Bajfanelloj  was  long  fince  rendered  fam6u«^ 
by  a  battlevfou^  ;Mpon  its  borders »,  between  the  Romans 
aKid.^e  Hetrunan5>  in  which  the  latter  were  entirely  fub^ 
dued  **.  . 

^  ,4Jhi  oliqvi  quaUhet  miraculorum  ferax  ^ommendatrixque 
terra :  '*  ^Jia^  or  any  other,  country,  that  has  given  birth 
**  and  authority  to  miracles."  The  phrafe  miraculorum  com- 
mendatrix  terra  isr  particularly  expreffive  ;  it  feems  to  fignify 
thole  countries,  ^ere  prodigies  are  fo  very  manifeft,  that 
they  eftablifh^aii4  recommend  their  certainty  beyond  a  poffi- 
hU^  of  doubt;: 

^  (^kr  c^rulip  alhidioTj  viridior  it  preffior.  Thus  the  edition 
of  LoNGQLxus.  ^^  The  colour  is  whiter  than  azure,  more 
j**  green,  and  more  diftin£k."  The  reading  of  this  fentence 
by  Cellarius  feems  to  exprefs  a  more  intelligible  mean- 
ing. In  that  edition  the  paragraph  ftands  ^us,  color  caruleo 
dlStdior^'  'qiri(Uore prejftor :  ♦'  The  colour  is  whiter  than  azure^ 
^^  and  more  diftiiift  than  green.''  Pliny  fometimes  makeis 
nfe  of  the  wori  prej/us  in  a  very  ftrong  fenfe  ^ ;  and  in  this 
place  he  feems  to  diftinguiih  by  it  the  colour  of  the  watei;, 
as  brkhter  than  a  fea-g^reen^  wbofe  rays  are  weaker,  and 
more  difFufed. 

•  In  the  year  of  Rome  444. 

**  The  W6rids  of  Livv  arc,  life  frlmum  diesfiftun£  veteri  aiun- 
dantes  Etrwfcornm  frtgit  opes,  Cafnm  in  acte  quod  r^horit.  fuit : 
tafira  eo  impetu  cafta  direptaauel  Livil  Hift.  hb.  9.  cap.  39^ 
-This  vidory  is  alfo  mehtioned  by  Florvs  at  the  co&cluiion  of  the 
13th  chapter  of  his  i ft  book. 

*  Fr ejus  firm  pun^ue-fgt  e^/Mss fetitstr*    Lib,  7^  ep.  1 7. 
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Sua'  'iuiqieej!gtir€t  ffi-  ut  madm  K  Here  alfa  an  tfmQnidadRttl 
{eeimrequiike  and  platfftble.  1-he  eonftru^ioii  tf  iKwym* 
i:agraph^' according  to-  the  text),  lAuil  run  riTuB'j  •'  Ewfjf 
**'  ifltol-affumes  a  particular  figure^  acccixdinc  to  its  &5fc** 
'JTie  fiitt  <Jf  die  iflahcfeCbtrfd  ndt  dcfefriiihe  their  fefm^  tnii, 
on  the  contrary,  muft  be  determined  by  it.  If  tHif  Wiitf 
m^^i  be  changed  into  motus^  the  conftruflion  wtll  be,  **  The 
^^  motion  of  each  ifland  appropriates  to  it  a  particular  form.'^ 
Thefe  iflands  were  driven  about  by  thewinds,  andby  dieir 
different  motions  muft  ncceflarily  aflume  different  appear* 
ances,  according  tt>  thetr  v^ous  fituatfons  toi^^^ds  the  (bores 
and  towards  each  crthef.  Thii  conjefture  is  ifbongly  fup- 
|R)rted  by  paffages  in  the  epiftle,  that  enlarge  the  defcriptidn, 
filch  as,  fetpa  minores  majmbm^  veiut  fyMula  onerariis^ 
adhisrefcunt^  &c. 

Par  omnibus  altituda^  par  kvitas*  The.woffl  livttas  here 
cxprefles  the  fpcclfic  gravity;  becauie  all  bodies  of  the  iaihe 
fpeciiic  gravity,  however  different  in  bulk,  are^  equally  fiit 
feikidefd  in'  the  fame  fimd  :  and  ironf  Kdnce  thd  foNoi^W 
j^aragriq^  whieh  feemi  obfeirref  and  A^rifin^;  is  evideh^ 
cxphiatd' i^^ufppe  it  ^eciim  carhar  BumiH  ramte  difi^nduni: 
isc  ah  omni  later e  perffickur^  tadermpuf  fufpe&fa  ^iter^  ^ 
mtrfa^  The  floating  roots  beinee^jually  fof^^^  iji^^ 
appear'  infikdem  carina^ ;  becatife  me  prcHure  oftfie  incum^^ 
fluid,  in  which  they  are  immerfejd,  encreafes"  in  proportjoh 
15  ther-dJftart^. front  the  forfec^,  By  wWdi  meaps  iMe  plw% 
itpisfidlng"  root»  muft  be  ghriiiaBy  more  (ttWiprtfllSdi  awl 
iM^^d&rily  affume  thd  fbrm,  given  them  tr^r^Ptihr^  of  tlHt 
keri'of  a  ihip.  - 

The  obfervation  tmAt  hfV%wy%  atr  thcj  bcpnningirf 
thi9  epiftle,  is  very  ^pEcable  to  the£nglii^  nation;  Ad 
fU^  nejcmda  tier  ingreat-^  tranfmttere  mare  fohmts^  ^^  J^ 
HuHs  foftta  negligimust^  We  are  feldom  properly  f^eparedjp 
tfattel  abroad  i  we  ftt  out  urtdbr  all  thedSadvdritages  of 
fae*perienet,  and  We  kncrtr  fo  Htde  of  diir  olvn  iifaiid,  'tKit 
we  aie  amazed,  rather  than  improved  by  the  Tarioils'  fc<di6 
on  the  continent  We  go  forth  at  a  time  of  life,  wheh 
reaibn  and  refle£Hon  are  ^ot  fufficiently  ripened  j  and  wt 
return  long  before  either  of  tbeni  are  brought  to  maturity* 
Biit  ah  Epdiihman,  whp  would!  propofe  to  himfelf  any  rc^ 
idVantage^'  by  tniyelEngi  ought  firft  to  underftand  ^e  natural 
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htftorjr^  mil  conSitution  of  his  own  countnr }  whicb  will 
often,  fupply  hjua  widi  more  valuable  knowledge»  and  with 
i^g^dtac  fuod  c^  curiofuies,  thaa  may  occur  in  amr  ojthfir 
kiflgflom  K  At  lead  fuch  a  kind  of  experimental  leadiing 
tiof^enable  him  to  judge  accurately,  and  to  form  proper  ob- 
iervadons  upon  the  various  works  o{  nature,  and  the  hete* 
rogeneal  fnaumerft  of  mankind. 

.  •  Eos^bnd  if  adnind)ly  defcrihed  in  the  two  feUowing 

A  land,  that  from  her  feems  to  pufh  the  reit» 
A  land  within  herfelf  with  wonders  blefl. 

EPISTLE    XXI. 
PtiSV   to  Arrianus. 

.    ,    .    , 

$  in  life,  io  in  ftudies,  according  tx>  my  opinion^ 
k  gjivfia  ixioft  plcafurt,  and  is  moil  agreeable 
ta  iSci^y  to  mixigle  mirth  with  gravity  ;  left  by  thfi 
«n€  wr  mij^t  be  driven  into  melancholy,  by  the 
other  into  licentibufhels.  For  this  reafon,  I  have  been 
ilvduced  to  mix  my  more  ferious  works  with  trifles» 
and.  jokes.  1  chpfi:  to  produce  them,  in  the  propereft 
dunci  ai>d  f^ace  |K)iIibk  ^  and  I  b^an  by  accuftomii^ 
t^  moil  lazy  perfbns  of  my  acquaintance  to  hear 
them  at  table.  I  had  gathered  my  friends  together 
in  the  month  of  Jufy^  a  time  when  there  is  the  great-* 
eft  vacation  from  bufineis  in  the  courts,  andl  Kad 
placed  defks  before  their  feveral  feats  '.  It  happened 
Dy  ch^oe^  that  I  was  that  day,  early  in  the  mornlpg, 
llunmoned  to  appear  as  an  advocate  in  a  caufe,.  which 
was.  tot  come  on  immediately  :  this  incident  made  it 
pecefHoy  for  me  to  make  an  apolc^.  I  entreated, 
that  none  of  my  friends  prefent  might  acoife  me  of 
rudenefs,  becaiufe  I  had  funered mvfelf  to  beengaged 
in  the  court,  and  in  wfalic  bufinds,  by  other  friends^ 
at  a  time  whea  I  had  propoied  to  repeat  my  verfes  ta 
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a  fele&  audience.  I  added,  thatlfoUowed  this  r^ 
even  in  my  writings  ;  I  preferred  neceflary  bufinefe  to 
all  pleafures ;  ferioiis  matters  to  all  amufements ;  and 
Conilantly  wrote,  firft,  for  the  benefit  of  my  friends^ 
and  then  for  my  own  inclinations. 

The  book  was  written  on  yarioiis  fubjedb,  aqd  ii 
different  kinds  of  metre.  In  this  manner  we,  who  are] 
not  too  confident  of  our  abilities,  ufually  endeavcsurl 
to  avoid  the  danger  of  fatiety.  I  repeated  my  vei^S^ 
during  two  days,  and  wais  compelled  to  the  repetitioh 
by  the  requeft  of  my  auditors.  And  yet,  as  feveral 
perfbns  in  their  repetitions  pafs  over  many  parts,  and 
therefore  caft:  an  imputation  on  what '  they  have  fup- 
prefled ;  fo  I  omitted  nothing,  and  publicly  declared, 
that  I  had  not  made  any  omiflions.  I  tead  every 
part,  that  the  whole  might  be  fubje(Jl  to  amendment  5 
which  can  never  be  the  cafe  of^^thofe,  who. repeat 
only  feled  pailages.  The  latter  method  may  be 
more  modeft,  and  perhaps  more  reQ>eafiii ;  but  the 
former  is  more  ardefs,  and  more,  friendly.  For  dtt 
perfon,  who  thinks  himfelf  fo  beloved  by  his  audi-| 
tors,  that  he  is  in  no  fear  of  appearing  tedious,  moft 
certainly  bears  them  an  equal  degree  of  aflfeftiohi 
Otherwife  of  what  ufe  are  our  familiar  acquaintance^' 
if  they  are  aflembled  only  to  pleafe  themfelves  ?  The 
man  muft  be  very  indifferent,  even  as  indifferent  as  a 
ftranger,  who  chufes  rather  to  find  the  work  of  his 
friend  perfe6tly  corrcft,  than  to  be  at  the  pains  of 
correfting  it.  I  doubt  not,  that,  according  to  your 
ufual  kindnefs  towards  me,  you  are  delirous  to  readj 
as  foon  as  poflible,  this  new  book.  You  fhall  read 
it ;  but  with  thofe  alterations,  which  were  the  caufe 
of  my  recital :  and  yet,  you  already  know  fome  parts 
of  it.  The  late  amendments,  whether  they  are  for 
the  better,  or  the  worfe,  (fonietimes  the  latter  hap- 
pens from  a  long  delay)  will  make  you  look  upori 
the  performance  as  an  entire  new  work.  For  where 
many  correftions  have  been  made,  even  thofe  parts, 

which 
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which  remain  untouched,  fcem  to  have  utidergone  an  - 
alteration.    Farewelh 

OBSERVATIONS* 

Ut  in  vita^Jic  injiudiis^pul(herrimum  et  humaniffimUm  teJlU 
'moyfevintatem  comtatemque  mi/cere  /  "As  in  life^  fp  in  ftu«* 
**  cues,  it  IS  the  chara^eriftic  of  an  elegant  and  humane 
>to ,  difpofition,  to  reconcile  feverity,  and  chearfiJn^fs/'  Study 
r'&  the  mind,  what  motion  is  to  die  body  J  a  neceflary  and 
proper  prefervadve  of  health  and  vigour.  It  has  been  fre* 
quently  remailted,  that  ftudious  men,  in  their  vacant  hours, 
sux  mo&.  chearful,  and  generally  live  to  the  greateft  age^ 
By  indolence  our  animal,  like  our  corporal  faculties,  mud 
d^enerate  into  a  languid,  and  fometimes  into  an  in-- 
curable  fbte  i  but  a  comlant  and  aftive  purTuit  of  different 
branch!^  of  literature  makes  us  at  ohce,  a3  PttNY  obferve^, 
acceptable  to  our  fiiends,  and  happy  to  our  felve^ ;  ndnjm}t 

That  the  mind  is  pleafed  v^th  variety,  Suid  is  ever  endea- 
vDurii^  to  keep  itfelf  in  employment,  is  evident  from  dreams  •« 
The  o^'e£b,  vidiich  make  an  impreffion  upon  us  When  awake^ 
return  to  our  imagination,  infinitely  variegat^,  when  wc 
fleep^;  fo  that  by  mixing  our  fhidies,  in  the  manner  here 
recommended  by  riiNY,  we  might  fecure  to  ourfelvcs  a  peN 
petual  fucceiHon  of  agreeable  fcenes,  and  ufcfiil  fpeculation^ 

Let-  each  fair  mom  fbme  maiily  obj^  bring. 
And  keep  the  towring  fancy  on  we  wing. 
*     Let  not  that  fpark  of  light,  that  heav'nly  ray» 
Sleep  unimprov'd  in  dods  of  fordid  clay. 
Behold  this  curfe  attending  human  race. 
If  they.  negle£i;  their  reaibn,  or  debafe, 
Folly  and  vice  fhall  ev'ty  power  controul. 
Deform  the  body,  and  pollute  the  foul, 
Obflru£l  at  once  great  nature's  noblefl  plan, 
And  in  the  child  of  eafe,  degrade!  the  man^    . 

tMAiGN  AN  us,  a  teamed  Minini  of  Touhu/e^  and  6nt  of  th€ 
greateft  pbilofophers  of  his  age,  i^  faid  to  have  purfued  his  ftudies, 
and  to  have  perfeded  his  theorems,  in  his  fleep4 

*»  Vide  IjUcrbt.  lib.  4.  if,  953, 
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EPISTLE    XXII. 
Pliny  Ya  Du  CEN  Ni  US  Gem  in  us. 

AR  E  you  riot  acquainted  with  a  certain  fet '  of 
tncri,.  tvho  are  flavcs.  to  all  kinds  ojf  paffions  ; 
ind  yet  are  fo  angry  at  the  particular  vice^  of  bthcrs, 
diat  they  feem  to  envy  them,  arid  to  puriilh  with  the 
grcateft;  feverity  the  faults,  which  they  chiefly  imitate  i 
Bui:  certainly  nothing  is  preferable  to  lenity >  even  in 
thofe  perfons,  who  fland  in  no  need  of  indulgencft 
from  others.  And  I  muft  cfteem  that  man  the  befti 
land  the  moil  perfcdt,  who  a6b,  by  fofgivirig  errors^ 
'4$  if  he  w4S  continually  committing  themVliifdy^. 
abftains.  from  faults,  as  if  he  never ;  pafdpn^4f  ^^^^4% 
There  is  no  rule  therefore,  which  we  ought  mor^ 
firidly  to  obierye  at  home^  abroad;  and  in  ev^ry 
ftation  of  life,  dian  that  of  being  inexorable  to  our'- 
felves,  and  compaffionatc  tQ  all  others  j  eventb  thoftt, 
who  feel  not  any  compaffion,  cxce|)t  for  thcnifelvejf. 
And  we  (hould  tver  keep  iri  remembrance  the  fnaxin 
of  Thrasea,  jvhofe  remarkable  humanity  f^ndera 
his  greatnefs  confpicuous  iii  that  virtue,  as  in  all  others ; 
He,  whp  ha^e«:  faults,  hates  mankind,  / 

You  wonder  perhaps,-  by  what  motive  I  am  in- 
duced to  write  upon  this  fubjeit.  A  perfbn  lately 
«««««««««««««  g^|.  particulars  when  we  meet  •,  or 

rather  never  :  becaufe  i  am  afraid  by  animadverfions, 
and  feverity^  I  fl^all  aft  dir^ftly  contrary  to  the  rule, 
which  I  have  been  eftablifhing.  Whoever  therefore, 
or  whatever  this  perfop  was,  let  him  be  buried  in 
filence.  It  would  be  of  fome  benefit,  for  example 
fake,  to  expofe  him  ;  but  not  to  expofe  him,  is  much 
more  humane.     Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It  is  impoflible  to  have  lived  long  in  the  world,  without 
having  frequently  obferved  the  &t  of  men  defcribed  by  Pjljn  y 

•in 
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in  the  beginning  of  this  epiftle.  The  malevolence,  which 
man  bears  to  man,  is  not  to  be  parallelled  iii  any  other 
part  of  the  creadon :  nor  are  the  brutes  fubjedt  tb  the  fhame- 
ful  paffions,  to  which  the  human  fpecies  is  liable.  The 
iierceft  animals  of  prey  feek  for  blood  a»  their  food,  not  as 
their  honour.  And  thev  bear  no^other  malice  to  their 
fbUow  creature,  than  what  is  occafioiled  by  je^oufy^  in 
concupifcence,  or  appetite,  in  hunger.  But  refle£lions  o^ 
this  kind,  as  they  border  upon  feverity  and  ceilfure,  are  iai« 
proper  for  this  epiftle  j  in  which  Pliny  (without  knowing  . 
it)  afts,  as  if  he  had  been  influenced  by  the  do^nes  fo  ex-^ 
cellently,  and  fo  frequently  expanded,  diroughout  the  goi|>^ 
of  Christ. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E     XXIII. 
Pliny  to  Marcellhtus. 

MY  affidion  fe  fiyvery  great,  for  the  death  of 
JuNritrs  AviTus,  that  it  hsfi  interrupted  alt 
my  ftudiels,  diiengaged  me  frOm  all  other  cares,  and 
banifhed  me  from  all  amufenients.  In  my  hoidfe  he 
firft  put  on  the  {enat(Hial  habit :  by  my  iritereft  he  waS 
aflifted,  whenever  he  iblidted  any  t)ublic  honours  j 
and  befides,  he  had  iuch  an  affe£bion  and  refpeft  for 
me,  that  he  formed  his  manners,  by  my  direAion, 
and  received  inftrudion  from  me,  as  from  a  mafler. 
Among  our  young  men  fiich  an  inftance  was  uncom^ 
mon  ;  for,  which  of  diem  will  allow  a  fuperior  cwi 
account  of  his  ag^  or  dignity  >  They  imagine,  that 
at  once  they  are  arrived  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  wif- 
dom,  and  of  learning.  They  thiS  no^perfon  wor- 
thy  of  their  regard,  or  their  imitation.  They  look 
upon  their  own  adtions  as  the  moft  perfeft  models. 
But  AviTus,  on  the  contrary,  gave  the  greateft  in- 
ft^cc  of  his  wifdom,  in  efteeniing  others  wjlfer  than 
himfelf,  and  of  his  learning,  in  being  defirous  of  in- 
ftru6lion.  HQs  converfation  always  turned  on  forne 
point  relating  to  his  ftudies,  or  conduft  in  life.    He 
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conftantly  parted  from  his  friends,  whofe  advice  he 
had  deflred,  with  a  confcious  pleaiiirc:  of  being  im- 
proved :  and. this  improvement  was  owing  to  that 
^t;tention,  with  which  he  heard  others,  and  to  the 
ftrift  inquiries  he  n^j^e  upon  all  fubjefts  whatever. 

WhSt  relpcdt  did  he  pay  to  ServiantUS,  a  man  of 
a  moft  compleat  character  ?  It  was  his  office,  as  mili- 
tary tribune,  to  efcort  ServianiTs,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed legate.  -  Avitus  performed  this  part  in  fuch 
a  manner,  and  fo  agreeably  to  the  legate's  temper^ 
that  when  he  paffcd  through  Gerinany  into  Pannonia  % 
he  feemed  to  attend  the  legate  rather  as  a  companion 
and  favouriie,  -than  an  .pffitcer  who  ferved  under  him. 
With  what  nioderatioif  and  induftry,  when  quaeftor, 
did  he  approve  hknfelf  to  his  confuls  (who  were  not 
few  in  number)  appearing  not  more  acceptable,  and 
agreeable  to  them,  on  account  of  his  pyblic^rvices, 

^  than  for  his  amiable  caft  of  rnind  ?  With  what  ^idu- 
ity  and  care  did  he  folicit  thq^  poft  of  aedilc,-  frprh 
which  he  was  thus  immaturely  taken  away  ?  It  is 
this  confideratioh  aggravates  my  Ibrrow.  His  unre- 
warded labours,  his  foliqitations  ;  (now  fruitlefs)  arid 
the  honour,  which,  although  conferred  on  him,  was  nop 
enjoyed,  are  perpetually  before  my  eyes.  I  refleft  on 
the  circiimftance  bf  the  fenatorial  habit,  which  firft 
graced  him.  in  my  hqufe  ;  my  voice  for  his  firft, 
and  laft  preferment ;  our  private  conferences,  and 
the  confultations,  which  we  held  on  thcic  occafions, 
ftill  return  upon  my  mind.  His  youth,  which  pro- 
mifed  a  long  courfe  of  years,  and  the  misfortune  of 
his  family,  whofe  happinefs  abfolutely  depended  on 
his  life,  fucceffively  afflidt  me. 

He  had  an  aged  parent.  He  had  a  wife,  whom, 
fcarce  a  year  before,  he  had  taken  a  virgin  to  his 
arms.     He  had  a  daughter  lately  born.     So  many 

•  The  fituation  and  extent  of  Pannonia  is  given  by  Dion  Cas- 
siu^,  with  a  defcription  of  the  inhabitants.,  extremely  curious. 
Vide  Dion.  Hift.  Rom;  iib.  59.  page  41}. 

-    -  hopes^ 


hopes,  aod  fo  many  joys,  are  utterly  dcftrofed  by  one 
day.  When  he  was  juft  appointed  aedile,  (having 
only  a  Ihort  time  enjoyed  the  delights  of  a  hulband,* 
ana !  the  happincfs  of  a  father)  he  left  that  poft  of 
honour  before  he  had  acercifed  any  of  the  duties  an^^ 
nexed  to  it.  He  left  his  mother  without  a  Jfon,  his 
wife  a  widow,  his  daughter  an  infant,  ckpnved  of 
the  knowledge  of  her  rather.  By  having  been  ab- 
fent,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  this  impending  misfor- 
tune, my  grief  hasc^been  much  encreafed.  I  heard, 
at  thfe  fame  time,  both  of  his  licknefs,  and  his  death ; 
and  I  had  ho  opportunity,  even  by  my  fears,  to  pre-- 
pare  myfelf  for  fo  terrible  a  blow. 

I  had  written  lb. far  under  the  immediate  influence 
of  my  very  great  diftrefs  :  I  coiild. write  only  upon 
that  fubje6t ;  nor  am  I  yet  able  to  ^pply  my  thoughts 
or  converfation  to  any  other.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  is  the  fecond,  and  the  laft  epiftle  to  Marcelli- 
NUs  a.  The  fixth  epiftle  of  the  fecond  book  is  addrcfled  to 
Junius  Avitus,  whofe  death  is  lamented  here. 

Latum  clavum  in  domo  mea  induerat :  :^^  He  put  on  his 
**  fenatorial  habit  in  my  houfe  :"  or,  *'  He  drefled  himfelf 
**  in  my  houfe,  the  firft  tim6,  that  he  was  to  take  his  feat 
*'  as  a  fenator."  Sorrow  never  fails  to  nourifli  itfelf,  by 
evfery  trifling  circumftance,  that  .can  be  recollefted. 

Although  the  learned  are  much  divided  in  their  opinions 
of  the  particular  manner,  in  which  the  Lotus  Clavus^w^s 
worn,  yet  they  all  agree,  that  it  was  an  enfign  of  dignity 
appropriated  to  fenators,  praetors,  and  the  chief  magiftrates 
ef  colonies,  and  municipal  cities.  The  Angujim  Clavus 
was,  I  think,  confined  entirely  to  the  Roman  knights.    Sta- 

«  See  tbe  i2th  ep.  of  the  4th  book  ;  and  the  i6th  ep.  of  the 
^th.book,  with  the  obfervations  upon  thofe  epiftles. 

^.Monsieur  Dacier  fays^  dans,  tout  ce  qui  regarde  les  boHH 
des  anciens,  U  rCy  a  rien^fur  quoi  les  fanjans  foient  Ji  peu  ^ accord^  que 
fur  le  Laticlave  et  TAngusticlave.      Sec  Ui  remarquesfur  la 

fat^  5.  du  liv,  I.  ^Horace. 
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¥105,  I  remeinbcr>  calb  k  chwufokptr.  But  ihefe  piiti«» 
cidar  diftindions  in  drtis  are  mentioiied  by  fb  many  autborty 
^jbat  tbey  i^ed  not  be  difcufled  in  this  pl^ure. 

^ua  vigi^miiaf  banc  ipfam  mJilUatemy  cut  pntrMus  ift^ 
fetiit  f  ^<  With  what  remarkable  induftry  did  he  offer  him-» 
<^  felf  for  the  aedilefhip,  the  poff,  from  which  he  has  lb 
/•  lately  been  faatdied  away  ?**  Jimius  Avittjs  was  cer- 
tsttnly  one  of  the  adites  ffajares,  or  curnksj  wfao^  were  always 
of  patrician  families,  and  chofen  from  among  the  lenators  % 
foA  who,  befides  the  feverat  duties  incuinobnt  upon  the 
^ki  fUbiii^  or  minwiSy  were  oblig^  at  their  own  diarp  % 
to  entertain  the  people  wi^i  ihews  d[  gladiators,  comedies, 
and  other  public  diverfions.  So  expennve  an  employment 
was  feldom  fou^t  after,  except  by  perfon^  of  very  confide- 
rable'fortunes^  or  of  mat  ambition ;  many,  in  the  time  of 
Augustus,  having  £xlinal  it,  as  an  office  rather  nunousj 
than  advantageous.  « 

This  epifife,  by  the  two  laft  paragraphs,  feems  to  have 
been  written  immediately  after  the  death  of  Junius  Avi* 
Tus  ;  but  not  to  have  been  fent  to  Marcellinus  till 
after  fome  interval  of  time ;  at  leaft  the  original  will  bear 
fuch  a  conftrudion.  In  tantis  tornuntis  eram^  cumfcriberem 
hacy  fcriberem  fola :  *'  The  above  written  was  di£lated  in 
»*  the  exccfs  6f  my  ericf ;  I  could  apply  my  pen  only 
^  to  that  theme.'*  Neque  mm  nunc  auud  aut  cogitarcj  out 
laqui  pojfum:  '*  Nor  am  I  yet  able  to  rccal  my  thou^its, 
.**  or  difcourfc,  to  any  other  fubjefl:.**  As  if  Pliny,  per- 
haps in  anfwer  to  Marc£LL4Nus,  had  intended  to  have 
mentioned  fome  particular  bufinefs  ;  and  vdth  that  view 
had  delayed  his  own  letter,  but  finding  himfelf  ftill  under 
the  fame  oppreffion  of  forrow,  had  now  fent  away  his 
epiftle,  as  an  excufe  for  the  omiffion.  PtiNY  loved  all  his 
friends  in  fo  iincere  a  manner,  that  when  any  one  of  the 
number  died>  his  affli^on  muft  have  been  of  long  conti« 
nuance. 

»  The  fines  and  public  farms  jq>propriated  to  the  e^nces  of 
this  emplovment  were  inconfiderable ;  and  therefore  the  curule 
ipdifes  leloom  made  ufe  of  any  part  of  that  revenue ;  by  which 
infbmce  of  liberality,  they  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  fkvoor 
pf  the  people^  and  were  more  eafily  promoted  to  other  offices. 
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E  P  I  STL  E    XXIV. 
Pliny  to  Maximus. 

1A  M  obliged,,  by  my  afFedtion  to  you,  not  to  di-    . 
red,  (for  you  do  not  want  a  direftor)  but  to  ad*  * 
vife  you  to  exert,   with  the  utmoft  attention,   all 
your  abilities,  and,  if  neceflary,  to  give  them  greater  * 

force  than  uJfual.  Confider,  that  you  are  fent  into 
the  province  of  Achaia :  that  true  and  genuii^ 
Greece^  frqm  whence  an  elegance  of  manners,  from  « 
whence  learning,  and  ev^Hk  agriculture  are  fujppoled  . 
to  have  taken  their  ori^n.  That  you  ^re  lent  to 
regulate  the  condud  of  free  cities,  that  1$,  to  men, 
who  have  the  greateft  right  to  be  free  ;  who  have 
fecured  the  pofleffion  of  this  natural  right  by  their 
virtue,  by  their  great  adtions,  by  their  friendihip 
to  us ;  and,  finally,  by  their  nK>it  folemn  and  fa- 
cred  alli^ces.  Pay  a  reverence  to  the  Gods,  founds 
ers  of  their  ibte,  and  to  their  godl^  heroes : 
pay  a  reverence  to  that  glory,  in  which  they  ap- 
peared fo  many  ages  paft,  and  even  to  that  anti-» 
quity,  which  in  men  i^  venerable,  in  cities  facred* 
Let  the  date  of  their  Qri^n,  their  real  great  adions^ 
and  even  their  fabulous  traditions,  receive  from  you 
all  ppffible  marks  of  honour.  Take  care  not  to  ex- 
tenuate the  leaft  part  pf  the  dignity,  oS  the  liberty, 
or  even  of  the  pomp  of  any  individual.  Still  keep 
in  your^view,  that  this  is  the  place,  which  fent  laws 
to  US9  not  as  to  a  conquered  nation,  but  at  our 
own  rcqueft.  That  it  is  Athens^  to  which  you  go% 
That  it  is  Lacedamon  you  are  to  govern.  That  to 
take  from  them  the  remsdning  (hadow,  and  only 
the  furviving  name  of  liberty,  would  be  cruel,  in- 
human, and  barbarous.  Yoy  fee,  that  phyficians 
treat  thofe,  who  are  free,  with  more  tendernefs  than 
Haves,  where  diere  is  no  real  diflference  in  .their  difor- 
den  Rjemember  the  fbtmer  ffcate  b£  every  .city»  but 
not  de&icablyto  compare  tciivdi  ks|Mfent£tuatioiu 

P4  \j!is. 
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Let  there  not  be  the  leaft  appearance .  of  pride,  or 
feverity,  in*  your  condudt ;    nor  imagine,  that  you 
will  be  contemned  for  the  want  of  either.     Can  he, 
'  who  is  invefted  with  power,   and  enfigns  of  autho- 
rity, be  contemptible,  unlefe  he  firft  dcbafes  hinifelf, 
by  being  fervile  and  avaritious  ?  It  is  a  wretched  in- 
ftance  of  power  to  be  capable  of  offering  injuries  to 
others.     The  rcfpeft,  which  proceeds  from  fear,  is  a 
bad  acquifitioft.   .  That  ^  fubmiffion  to  your  orders, 
Which  arifes  from  affedtiort.  Is  more  to  be  depended 
Upon, .than  that  which  proceeds  from  fear.    Becaufe 
fear  vanifhes  with  your  al)fence,  but  affection  is  per- 
manent :  nay,  the  one  is  changed  into  hatred,  the 
other  into -an  awfiil  eftecm.    But  it  is  incumbent 
upon   you   frequently  (for    I   muft   repeat  what  I 
have  faid)  .  to  recoUeft  the  nature  of  your  office  j 
Hrtd,  from  your  own  judgement,  to  fix  what  extent 
ii  allowed  to  it  in  regulating  the  government  of 
free   cities.     For  what  is  of  more  confequence  in 
civil  fociety,  than  an  •  equitable  rule  of  government  ? 
What  is  of-  greater  value  than  liberty  ?  Again,  what 
can  be  more  infamous,  than  a  fubverlion  of  order 
into  conflifion,  and  of  liberty  into  flavery  ?  To  thel6 
motives  I  muft  add,  that  the  charadter,  which  you 
have  already  acquired,  engages  you  now  to  defend 
it.     The  high  reputation,  which  you  brought  back 
with  ybu  from  ypur  quaeftorfhip  in  Bithynia^  requires 
to  be  fuffcained.     The  efteem  of  the  emperor,  your 
late  tribunefhip,  your  praetorfhip,  your  prefent  ap-r 
pointmeftt,  given  as  a  reward  to  your  merit,   all,  all 
require  it.     On  which  account  you  mufl,  with  the 
greater  attention,   exert  yourfelf,  that  you  may  not 
appear  to  have  a6ted  with  more  humanity,  integrity^ 
aftd  fkill,  in  a  foreign  province, ,  than  in  one  nearer 
to  Rorne  \  among  flaves^'  than  among  a  free  people  ; 
that  you  may  not  appear  to  have  been  fent  thither 
by  chance,  out  choien  from  judgement ;  that  you 
were  not  in^cperienced  and  obfcure,  'but  tried  And 
9fmy^r-^^  undtMbtedly,    zs  you  muft  have 

.;  -^  pftca 
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bft^h  heard,  ^  iread,  it  is  much  more  difhohour* 
able  to  lofc'  a  fair  charafter,  than  never  to  have 
gained  it.  I  muft  entreat  y6u  to  believe,  as  I  faid  in 
the  beginning  of  my  letter,  that  this  is  not  written 
in  a  diftating  fpirit,  but  is  the  advice  offered  by  a 
friend :  although  I  muft  ftill  infift  on  what  I  have 
faid  ;  for  I  have  no  apprehenfion>  that  my  fricndfhip 
J  can  carry  me  too  far,  nor  indeed  is  there  any  danger 
of  tranfgreffmg,  where  the  limits  ought  to  be  un- 
bounded.   Farewell.  . 

OBSERVATIONS. 

.  Among  all  Pliny's  epiftles,  this  will  appear  one  of  the 
fijieft.  The  fubjedl  of  it,  we  may  perceive,  had  moft  deep- 
ly engaged  his  attention  ;  and  he  thinks,  that  he  cannot 
give  too  muchftrength  to  his  arguments.  It  is  difficult. tq[ 
allot  to  every  expreffion  all  tlie  force  and  energy,  whicfi  it 
ought  to  receive.  Particular  words  and  phrafes  undoubtedly 
conveyed  a.  different  idea  to  a 'Jlomaii,- than  the  fame  fen- 
tences  convey  to  us.  Thus  in  the  firft  paragraph,  ut  qua 
fcis  teneas  et  ohferves^  aut  fcias  melius^  the  conftruftion  will  * 

bejuft,  "  That  you  may  retain  and  preferve  your  know- 
*'  ledge,  or  improve  it :"  But  no  regular  meaning  will  arife 
from  thence  j  fctas  melius  feems  to  fignify,  **  You  fhould 
♦*  exert  your  abilities  more  than  ufual."  The  art  of  tranfla- 
tion,  my  dear  Chari.es,  i^  n^her  to  run  into  unwarrant- 
able freedoms,  nor  to  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  too  clofely  confin- 
ed. An  axiom,  which  will  hold  equally  good  in  life,  as  in 
literature.  , 

CogitOy  te  mijfum  in  provinciam  jichaiam^  illam  veram  et 
meram  Gracianiy  in  qua  primum  humanitas^  Utera^  etiam 
fruges  inventa  ejfe  creduntur  :  **  Refleft  that  jrou  are  fent 
"  into  the  province  of  Achaioy  that  true  and*  primitive 
•'  Greece  ;  in  which,  .humanity  and  literature  firft  took  their 
^'  rife  :  Nay,  to  which  we  are  thought  to  be  indebted  for 
^'  the  very  cultivation  of  every  fort  of  g^n  that  fupports  us.*' 
Achaia  a,  ^though  confined  within  a  finaU  compafs,  yet  pro- 

a  Achaia  properly  fignifies,  in  this  epiille,  the  part  of  Pelopon^ 
nefusy  which  was  originally  diilineuifhed  by  that  denomination. 
When  the  Romans  r^uctd  all  Greece  to  a  province,  they  divided 
it  into  two  "pzxtiy  Macedonia  and  Achaia,  by  which  means  they 
allotted  to  each  a  much  lars;er  extent  of  territory,  than  either  of 
thofe  provinces  had  enjoyed  before. 
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doccd  greater  men,  ^ao  could  be  etjuallcd  in  niunbcr  ;^ 
'slHlides  in  all  the  other  puts  (^  the  woiM.  Literature  and 
ihe  fciences  not  onljr  took  their  firft  root  there,  but  grew  to' 
3  furpriAag  perfc^on.  Agriculture,  and  Several  mechanic 
arts.  Owe  their  original  to  that  foil,  wbtdi  feems  indeed  td 
bave  been  under  a  particular  influence  of  heaven.  PlinT 
dierefore  could  not  ^ts  a  greater  infbuue  of  his  love  of 
learning  and  hunianityy^fllHUl  JO  his  particular  regard  to  thde 
people  and  thdr  dtics.  ':He.^«]n  a  renovtion  even  io  tbeie 
ruins  i  for  although  thcdr'  fot/tttx-Sttta  was  exa]te4  to  ^ 
higheft  pitch  of  ^ory,  yet  notiiin^  co^  b^  mere  d^WuMte 
than  tlidr  condioon,  wnen  this  epiltie'wai'feiii  to  M^fliifin. 
Even  in  the  time  of  C^cflL^  tker  «ne  »  remaricable  fer 
theii  levity,  as  they  toji  been  for  uinrconftancy;  for  their^ 
vices  aq|[  hOBorft  as  Wj^  had  been  for  their  virtues  and  tei»-' 
pennce-;  for  dw  imoniace,  except  in  fonie  few  inftanoe^ 
as  they  lad  beoi  for  uicir  learning.  Thefe  were  the  natural 
cSefls  of  their  loTs  of  liberty.  A  mdandioly  fate  !  wlucb, 
fooner  or  later,  feons  prepared  for  ovety  nation  in  the  world. 

The  End  of  the  Eighth  Book. 
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EPISTLE    I. 

PlIHY    2'0MAX!MUS. 

I  Have  often  advifed  you  to  publifh,  at 
I  loon  as  poffible>  either  the  trads,  which 
.  you  have  compofed  in  ju^ficadon  of 
f  yourielf,  w  thofei  which  you  have  writ- 
;  ten  ^^nft  Planta.  Each  indeed, 
(for  fo  the  fubjcfl:  required,)  was  ^ainft 
lum,  and  in  your  own  defence.  But  his  death,  of 
which  I  am  now  informed,  obliges  me  particularly  to 
recommend  and  renew  my  deiire :  &r,  although  you 
have  read  thofe  books  to  many  friends,  and  luve  al- 
lowed them  to  be  read  by  many  more,  I  ftiould  be 
extremely  fony  to  have  it  a  prevailing  o^nnion,  that  you 
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ad  ;r begun  fuch  a  work  after  his  death,  which  you 
"^  finiftied  in  his  life-time.  I  wifh  your  remarkable 
rafter  of  fteadinefe  may  ever  remain  unimpeached; 
as  it  Certainly  will,  if  you  convince,  not  only  the  im- 
partial, but  the  prejudiced  reader,  that  the  death  of 
your  antagbnift,  not  your  want  of  refolution,  hinder* 
cd  him  from  feeing  thcfe  books  publiflied.  Thus  you 
wilJ  avoid  the  reproach,  that  fays, 

•  -It 

Unjuft  are  all  the  infult$  o*er  the  dead  ^      . 


■*' 


For  if  you  publUh  your  work  immediately  after 
the  deathof  ycJur  adverfary,  it  will  be  efteemed  as  pub- 
liihe44h  his  l^p-time  •,  efpecially  if  it  was  finifhed,  and 
rekea^d  beifore  his  deceafe.  Poftpone  therefore  any 
pther  undertaking,  that  you  have  in  hand  •,  and  finifh 
this  performance,  which  to  me,  when  I  read  it  Ibmc 
time  ago,  feemed  entirely  perfeft :  let  it  now  feem  {o 
to  you ;  fince  the  work  itfelf  requires  no  farther  delay, 
and  the  particular  junfture  of  time  demands  expedi- 
tion.    Farewell, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Sape  te  monui^  ut  libr^s  quos  vel  pro  /<,  vel  in  Plant  AM : 
*M  have  often  admonifhed  you  to  publifh  thofe  books, 
**  which  are  in  your  own  defence,  or  rather  againft  Plan- 
*^  T  a/'  The  commentators  have  taken  notice,  that  in  fome 
old  editions  of  Pliny,  the  proper  name  Blatera,  is  read 
inftpad  of  Planta,  and  Longolius  is  fo  inclined  to  that 
(fading,  that  he  begins  the  argument  to  this  letter  in  thefe 
words.  Maximum  monet^  ut  libros^  quos  in  Blateram  w- 
kfiHtentj  &c.  However  in  other  editions,  and  even  afterwards 
in  Longolius,  we  find  the  name  of  Planta  in  full  force. 
A  fentence  in  this  epiftle  juflifies  the  preference,  although  it 
feems  not  to  have  been  takeii  notice  of  by  any  of  the  fcholi- 
afts.     Salvajit  tibi  con/lantia  fama  :   **  May  the  charadler. 

Jib,  2,Z,.f,  4l2j, 

-  "'  ^  ««  which 
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^  wWdti  you  have  iacquired,  of  refolute  firmnefs,  be  entirefy- 
*^  pex6iSt  and  unimpeached/'  Pomp^ius  Plant  a  had  not' 
onlV  been  governor  of  ASg/ptj  but  was  the  particular  frkjvL 
of  Trajan  ^.  He  mentions  him  as  fuch  in  a  letter  ta. 
Pliny,  where  he  fays,  /«,  ex  quo  nomoJ}ty  notum  mthifaceire. 
debebis^ut  eptjlobm  tibi  ad  Pompeium  Plant  am  prajeSium 
JSgyptiy  amicum  meum^  mittam  ^ :  **  You  fliould  let  me  know 
**  to  what  province  of  Mgypt  he  belongs,  that  I  may  fend* 
•*  to  you  a  letter  for  iny  friend  Pompeius  Pt  antA,  thq. 
•.'  praefeft  of  ^gyptJ*  Any  accufetion  therefore  againft^the 
emperor's  friend,  and  fayorijte,  muft  have  been  an  inftanccf 
of  a  refolute  and  intrepid  mind  in  the  acfaifer ;  and  muft 
have  fecured  to  him  that  chara£ter  of  fteadinefs,  which  Pli^, 
NY  admires,  and  endeavours  to  perpetuate.  The  governors 
of  Mgypt  were  frequently  very  oppfeffiveandunjuft.  Aritf 
as  the  tra£b,  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  epiftle,  are 
faid  to  have  been  in  defence  of  Maximus^  ,and  in  accufa* 
tion  of  Pl anta  ;  it  is  probable,  that  Maximus  had  either 
preceded,  or  followed  Plan ta,  in  the  gbvernment  of  that 
province.  '\ 

*  No  traces  of  Blatera  can  poflibly  be  found.  r 

^Lib.  10.  ep.»23. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    II. 

Pliny  /^  Sabin US. 

YO  U  oblige  me  extremely  by  defiring  mc  not 
only  to  encreafe  the  number,  but  the  length  of 
my  letters.  I  was  the  more  cautious  in  thefe  particu- 
lars, as,^  on  the  one  hand,  I  was  in  foar  of  breaking 
in  upon  your  employments  5  and,  on  the  other,  I  wai 
very  much  and  very  frequently  engaged  in  difagrecablc 
affairs,  that  at  once  embarralied  my  mind^  and  fup-i 
prefled  ipy  vivacity.  Befides,  I  want  n^tterials  for  an 
epiftolary  correfpondence.  The  fituation  of  Tully^ 
whofe  example  you  incite  me  to  follow,  was  different 
from  mine ;  for  his  genius  was  naturally  extenfive,  and 
was  amply  fupplied  by  the  various  and  great  events 
of  thofe  times*    You  muft  certainly  perceive,  without 
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my  informadoni  in  what  narrow  limits  I  am  con&ied  ^ 
uiuds  I  were  willing  tx)  fend  you  letters,  in  the  niEtfme 
^  fchool  exerciies  upon  trifling  rui:^efts.  But  in  tttf 
6pihion)  foch  topics  would  be  entirely  imjproper,' 
when  I  eonfider  you  in  a  camp,  amidft  anrn^  with 
all  the  nolle  of  war  about  you,  or  expofed  to  die  &n» 
and  gpvered  with  fweat  and  duft.  t  have  now  fait 
youx  as  I  imagine,  a  jufl  excu^ ;  but  can  icarce  pre«^ 
▼ail)  upon  myfelf  to  friih,  that  ybu  may  approve  of 
it.  For  certainly  no  ftronger  e^odence  of  fnoKiibip 
can  appear,  ^ham  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  apd^t^S 
6f  a  mend  for  a  fhort  letter,  aithoujg^  diofe  apolog^< 
are  founded  in  xeafon.    Adieu* 

OBSERVATIONS. 


t-      !    ' 


.  In  the  eighteenth  epiftle :  of  this  book,  we  (hail  find,  tliat 
Sabinus,  who,  in  tibis  epiftle,  is  mentioned  as  a  fddier^ 
was  a  profefled  admirer  of  all  Pliny's  works.  His  relations 
were  (6  numemus,  and  we  find  (o  iew  traces  of  himfelf, 
that,  as  has  been  already  hinted,  it  is  very  di£dilt,  if  not 
impoffible,  to  fix  the  certainty  of  the  perfon,  to  whom 
this  letter  is  diicfted;  Men  of  the  |iigheft  difUndion^ 
of  the  name  Sabinus,  are  frequendy  mentioned  by  Ta- 
citus, and  odier  faiflorhuis  ;  and  particularly  Flavius 
Sabinus.  He  was  coufin  german  to  Domitian,  and 
collegue  to  *that  emperor,  in  his  eighth  con^lflu^,  ^nd  la 
die  ^coiid  year  of  his  reign.  The  public  oitr,  m  dedif. 
ing  die  comuls  of  the  year,  had  unhappilr  miftaken,  and 
named  Sabinus  as  emperor  :  A  miftaKe,  vvhich  ^^vt 
fuch  unreafonable  jealoufy  to  iDoMLTiiHN^  that  he  pitl 
his  kiniinan  to  death,  Mfithout  the  Jeaft  colour  of  ^xq/t 
crime.  Sabinus  had  fome  time  before  married  Juk^a, 
the  daughter  of  the  late  emperor  Titus  ;  an  alliance,  which 
had  probably  ^ven  the  original  caufe  of  this  jealoufy;  fmcc 
it  feemed  to  render  him  ftill  a  nearer^  and  a  more  approach* 
ing  rival  to  the  dironc.  In  the  inurdcr  of  Flavius  Sabi-' 
Kus,  was  firfl  difcovered  the  fangiiinary  difpofition  of  Do-^ 
Mitian's  mind  :  till  then,  he  had  fatiated  bis  cruelty  upon 
flies  only ;  he  now  began  to  facrifice  the  human  ipecieo,  and 
to  embrue  his  hands  in  the  blood  iof  bis  feUow-creature$« 

At 


\ 
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J^t  tbU  time^  .Pti^v. was  about  oncy  or  two  and  twtMf 
y^ars  xf  age ;  be  yms  too  young  to  be  at  the  head  of  any 
councils,  or  to  conduct  any  miealuref  ^  ,tiiiat  might  have  beei^ 
cohciefted  for  the  relief  of  his  unhappy  cbunt]^.    llhe  no* 
ble  fpirit  of  freedom,  that  fo  often  burft  forth  in  the  days-  of 
TujLLY,  was  long  fipce  evaporate!*    And  therefore  we  are 
to  attribute  to  the  different  fituation  of  the  times,  as  is  mo* 
defUy  hinted  in.tbi$,letter>   the  inferior  chara^ter^  wh)^ 
Px^iKY  bears  to  CiCEiio.  *  The  fame  occafions  of  exerdi^ 
z  great  genius  did  iio(  offer  themfelves  to  the  former,  as 
to  the  latter*    CicsRO,  who  lived  M  a  time,  when  his  ^ 
coun^  was  on  fixe^  was  perpetually  and  eminently  enipl«^  ^ 
ed  iii  extingttiihing  the  flames :  he  periihed  in  the  atfieaq>t  %  . 
and  Plinx  lived  only  to  weep  over  the  aihes. 

E  PI  S  T  L  E     IIL 

........  . ' .   „     . 

Pliny  /Sp^Valerius  Paullinus.!, 

G^THER;Saiay  think  ?s.tlwy  plcafes  buthei 
r  who  is  fixed  in  the  prefumptive  affurance  of  ati 
excellent  and  lafiung  name,  and  who^  from  a  certain-; 
ty  oif  being  aj^uded  by  pofterity,  lives  in  a  coh;^. 
ftant  view  of  future  glory,  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
happieft  man.    For  niy  own  part,  unlcfs  I  had  bcfpce 
my  cires  the  reward  of  an  unp^rUhiible  diaraftcr,  th^ 
forcefl  and  the  ^eateft  indolence  poifible  would  be 
moft  agreeable  to  my  difpofitionu  ,  For,  in  my  opt« 
nion,  all  men  oqght  to  confiider,  diat  diey  may  ei- 
ther be  mortal  or  immortal.     Thofe,  wIk)  can  acr ' 
quire  immortality,  oug^t  to  exert  themfelves  to  thi 
utmoll  of  their  power.    Thofe,  who  can  attain  9^ 
fuch  acguifition,  oii^t  to  be  entirely  quiet  and  re- 
figned  ;  nor  torment  themlelves,  ai  I  fee  many,.'wuh 
fuch  fruitlefs  labours,  during  die  courfe  of  a  very 
fhort  life,  as  lead  them  to  their  ftate  of  oblivion,  by 
a  fpecious  kind  of  indufby,  that  is  at  once  painful 
and  difagreeable» 

I  communicate  theie  thoughts  to  you,  As  they  daily 
occur  to  myfelf  ^  fo  that,  if  you  diflent  from  me,  I 
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may  change  my  tnaaner  of  thinking.  'But  you'  lifrill* 
certainly  agree  with  me,  bccaufe  you  are  '■  always  ferir-^' 
ployed  in  tom6  noble  and  immortal!  work,    AcJielif. 

•  ■.:■••  ... 


i 
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•'-•<■■■'-  '       ■    f  •  .    .  .  V       . 

:  Omuthsminii  arbitror  operterij^-  mtinhniirtalitatem  JiUmi 
au(  ,m$rtaUt^em  cogham  :  •'  It  is  thy  dpitiion,.  that  it  hi-^ 
**.  cproes^l  men*  to  confider,  whether  they  are  'lik«ly'1$'bcr 
**  [i^ort^  Pf.  immortid."-  •  Our  authbi-,'  in  this  place,  i^^^ 
ingof  eternity 'and  iflunortality,  muft  be  vhdetftpcxi  'dhj^ 
to  mean,  t^  immortality  of  a  good  hamei^  and  the  etcrxii^ 
of  an  excellent  chara5tcf.  The  riexl  fcntertce  confirms  Att 
interpretation,  £t  illos  quidem  contendere^  eniti ;  hos  quiefcere^ 

'  remitti^  nee  breptm  viiam  caduds  bbofibul  fiitigare :  **  Let 
•*  thofe,  (ays  lie,  who  have  abilities  to  lecure  to  themfelyes 
•*  tbe , ppcpgtuity  ^i'f,  great  ;^haraftcry  cxto  their  powtrs, 
•'  *aiid  mine  forth  in  their  native  fplendor :  but  let  all  others, 
*'  who  have  npt  fuch  endowments,  reft  quiet  in  their  ob- 
•^  fcurity :  life  IS  Ihort ;  they  fliould  endeiydUr  therefore  tA 
•'pals  it  over  in  prefent  eafe,  and  tranquility  ;  fince  dfc 
V  utmoil  labours  .cannot  feciure  to  them  a  future  reputa-^ 
••  tion^  unlejfs  nature. has^. originally  eftabUfhed  the  foundsi^ 
f^  tion^!  QAT^N^jfs  imi^^nes,  that  tjheiexpreffion^  C€tdu^ 
its  lahQrtbuifatigaref'^^  to  i^gue  themfelycs  with  peri(habl4 

*  **  toiii"  alludes  to  ^yetoufppis :  his  note  is,  [CADUcisJ 
'iMrittnieriturh..  Hejjficttjllosy  qui .avaritio:  cauja  tot  p^^ 
ttJis  it  hboribus  viiaA' ix^Hunty  et[ide»  indu/lrit  iabenw: 
lunt^  **  Jt  regards  them,  who,  froni  avarice,  cxpofe  dieif 
!:*  il^j^^to  io,  many  per ik  and  dangers^  aiid  therefore  wotdii 
**  woh  to  be  efte^ed.mcn  of  induflxy.'^v  But  the  fchotiaff 
is  miftaken  :  the  v^hpje  letter  refers  to  t^t  immortal  Diare  of 
renown,  which  may  beaojuiredby  men  «f  g<?nius,  and  tp 
the  oblivion  and  contempt,  in  which  men  of  inferior  capa*^ 
cities,  hotwithftandiiig  their  continual  pains,  muft  n^ceiTarily 
perifli.  /.- 
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£  P  I  S  T  L  E     IV. 
Pliny  to  Macrinus* 

Should  be  under  apprehenfiohs,   that  you  muft 

think  the  oration,   which  you  will  receive  with 

this  letter,  of  an  inimoderate  length,  unle&  the  para^ 
graphs  were  dilpofed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  you  might 
cither  begin,  or  leave  off,  as  often  as  you  pleafe.  For 
each  accu&don  may  be  coniidered  as  a  diftind  fub« 
jed:*  B^n  therefore  where  you  will,  and  end  where 
you  will,  the  fequel  will  be  a^  coherent^  as  if  you  had 
read  the  whole  from  the  very  b^inning*  And  al- 
though the  work)  when  entirt,  may  appear  very  long, 
the  feveral  parts,  when  divided,  will  appear  very 
fhort.     Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Commentators  are  of  ofAiitonj  that  the  oratiokit  men-' 
tioned  here  bv  Pliny,  is  the  pleading,  whidi,  as  advocate 
for  the  Andaittfians,  he  pronounced  againft  their  proconfiil 
Cjbcilius  Cl assicus.  Thb  epiftle  therefoni  ou^t  to  hav6 
followed  the  fiwrdi  epiftle  of  the  third  book,  addrefled  to 
Macrihus,  containing  an  account  of  the  reafons,  which 
induced  PtiNV  to  un&rt^e  that  caufe.  The  paiticUlars 
of  t}i€  trbd  are  mentioned  to  MikutIanus,  in  the  ninth 
epiftle  of  the  diird  book  \  and  Pliny  there  fays^  agreeably 
to  the  ieveral  divifions  hinted  at  in  diis  epiftle,  nam  {caMja\ 
fuit  multiplixy  aihiqui  eji  fapius  cum  magna  varietaii :  *^  rot 
''  the  caufe  was  mudi  diffufed,  and  was  pleaded  often  with 
**  great  variety/' 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    V. 
Pliny  to  Calestrius  Tyro. 

THE  humanity,  which  accompanies  your  a6b 
of  juftice  in  your  province,  (for  I  continually 
Vol.  II.  Ct  ^^^^^ 
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enquire  after  you)  deferves  the  utmoft  applaufe.  For 
it  is  a  chief  part  of  jufticc  todiftinguifh  all  perfbns  of 
merit,  and  to  acquire  the  love  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, in  fuch^a  riliannery  ^is^not  to  forfeit  the  efteem  of 
their  fuperiors.  For  many,  from  a  fear  of  being  fuf- 
|)e6tQd  tQ  .6»v<Hir  bpica  9frii|^jrankii  and  power^  havt 
4xVi9tv}j^^'tbtt}^^  imputation  «  a  wrongj; 

an4  .ey$i|.^Qjf  W  ill-natured  difpofitiom  I  know  yoil 
have  kept  pprfe^y^l^r.ftom  fucit  errcw  ih\n  u  tbie 
fame  tim^rwhen  J  praifeypu,  I  cai:mQt  rcfraiii  from 
giving  yott  this  particular  advice,  to.  keep  up  tfatt 
diftm&iipfv  among  thp,  feycral  orders  and  ^dcgrec«  rf 
ttieii,  )¥hick;  is. due:  t^  th^m  :  fori  if  once  .they  aw 
confounded,  m^:  all  thn>wn  upon  a  kyei^  rsiothkl^ 
can  be  moi:&:Mneq)4al^  thdii  that  kind  itiftsqua^ 
Adieu»     ..-  ."  ...-   ,:.   L..:.  ..   .-        .  M.^jrn  •.    ..l^-j 

OBSERVATIONS,    j        i:';.' 

The  feverat  editions  of  Pliky  differ  in  llie "firft  paragraph 
of  this  epiftle.  LoMGOLius  prints  it  AuSi  Mfregiifads 
{inquire  enim) '  et  perfeveraj  qUidju/Htiam  Mm  ptwikcioilihu 
ntulta  butnanitaU  comkunda$.  ^  /The  con&^^iOn  pf  %^idl 
would  riuir^ia^us.  <^  iThc  humanity,  that  acciatDpames  yom 
**>  afts^pf  luftice  tn.yoar  f^yinc^  d^ferye?.|h^iUtifepft.4(fH 
f<  plaufe.,  Qo  9^  in  that  t^ac;!^.'.  ;  I  have  fyllow^d  ^he  ir^^f 
ing  of  CELX.ARIUS,  as  it  f^n^s  more  conCpp^t  to;the  teAoi 
of  the  epiftle,  £gregiiybds  {iftfuireinimyftj^^r^^ 
,    jujiitiam  tuaffh  &ci  «> 

In  the  twenty  fecpnd  epiftle  t>f  th^  fixth  feobfci  Ptlisrv  zis 
vifes^Tyiv&  to -take  waming,  from  the  ^cample  of  BitVf^ 
TiANUfi,  andATTiGiNus,  inwkttituLiuertobtafaAYehim^ 
felf  during  his  pfoconfulfhip.  In  this  letter  bft  appla^^^^itht 
bdiaviour  of  Tyro,  and  ftUl  offers  to  him  fome  excellent 
and  amicable  advice.  Calestrivs  Tyro  we  find,  by  the 
fixteenth  epiftle  of  thd  fevcnth  book,  was  appointed  procon- 
ful  of  Andalujk^  after  having  filled  many  other  great  offices 
of  th^  ftate. 
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EPISTLE    Vi; 
Pliny    to  C a l v i s i-trifvi-t 

IHave  been  of  late  tnoft  agreeably  empj%ed,  both 
in  readily  and  writing.  Yoo  fay>  *^?If6<ti^  that 
**^  poffible  in  the  midft  of  Rt^meT^  It  hitpperiicd  dur* 
ing  the  cdebraiion  of  the  Ciw:enfia(n  games  \  '■■%  dlveN 
fionV'  that  gives  me  no  fort  of  pfca^re,  as  it  affords 
neither  nc^ty,  nor  variety,  not  Sny  thing;  wortH 
faeif^  xmojt.  l^ot  which  r^on>  I  am  the  more  fur-f 
prized,  ihat  fo  iqany  thoufand  peoj^  fhould  be  childf 
iflUy  defirous  «o  fee  over  and  over»  a  parcel  oi  cacc^ 
horiesi^  valid  :their  charioteers.  If,  however,  dti^^  th« 
(peed  of  the  former,  or  the  Ikili  of  the  latter,  asccit* 
ed  their  curiofity,  they  would  be  in  fome  meafure  ex- 
ciifable.  But  it  is  the  colour  of  the  ridets^  that  at-^ 
tradte  their  ^tei^tion.  So  that  if  the  racers,  during 
the  courfe,  >in4  in  the  midft:  of  the  contpft^ .  ihpuld 
chiW^gP  tt^eir  4f:6&»  their  jfeveril.  partifans  would  dn\- 
nii^ately  ohao^ge  £des^  and  would  defert  thofe  very 
mea.  and  hprfesy  to  whom  before  their  whole  obferv«» 
anife  ■■  had  been  attached,  and  whom  they  had  entou^ 
by  thi^  teudeft  acclamations :  Or  fo  gniat  au* 
thSSty  and  pO^er  is  a  ddpicaWe  garmept.  I  t^kj 
no  notice  of  the  vulgar ;  dicv  are  ftill  more  d<;ipicaii- 
bky  f hai>  jth^:  ol;g^^9  which  tney  admire.  But  when 
X  CQnfider^  nths^  a  thing  of  this  kind,  trifling,  infipid; 
and  repeaisd  as  it  is,  can  make  men  of  fen^fe  in&tiabiy 
defirous  of-  feeing  it^  I  am  not  ^  difpleafed,  that  I  can-* 
not  reiifti  fbeh  in  entertainnteiit.  And  during  tlu{i 
feffival,  1  pafi  my  leifurfe  iftbft  agreeably  iri  ftudy  i 
while  others  are  lofing  their  time  in  the  riioft  idle 
amufements.    Adieu. 
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OBSERVATIONS; 

We  cannot befurprized  to  find  a  msui  cjf  P^^ny's  difpofii- 
tion  utterly  averfe  to  the  noife  and  buttle' of  fhe  Circenfian 
'  games.  The  feveral  particulars  mentioned  in  this  epiftle  en.- 
tirely  dcirtfirm'the  aec6unty^f  Atfe  amiual  erttmainiheri^ 
that  are'either  touched  upon,  or  tnore^filHy  difcuflkl^  bj^a 
variety  of  'authors.  The  circus  W2S  appropriatEd  to  all  kinds 
pf  puUi^c  dJMerfion ;  But^hece  Pliny  cc»)ji\nes.himfelf  folely. 
to  the  chj^iot  races  -,  titie  faftions  of  which-w^e  diftingu|/^- 
ed  by  the  golours  of  tbofe  fiabits,  in  w)iicK  the .  chano^^s 
were  cloathed  :  they  were  white,  red,  green,  and  blue.  And 
the  people,  who  feverally  cfpoufed  thofe  colours,  were  thdfti- 
fclvcs  dHUnguifhed  by'^Ae  iiaanes  of  the  colours^  which  the^ 
favoured,  iic  is  froiti  hcric€,'iJiat  PtiN Y  rf^ts  this -obfeiva- 
1^6n^9^j/l'  m.ipfi  curfuy^jnedio^e  certamine^'ibic  colon  Hiuti  ilk 
hue  tmimfir^ur^  ^udiuiv^fav^que  tranftbit^  it  rfp^te  agitf^ 
tis  illos^  MU9S  illos^  quos  ^9culnofcitara^  quorum  clamil^.fjtfj^ 
ndna^  reUnquent :  *'  Change  the  colour,  jfays  J^^*  ??^i!fe 
*'  charioteer,  iand  you  chahgje  the  hearts  of  the  people^  wr^ 
"  favour  the  performers,  not  for  theit  fkttli-  but  for  thfe'c^ 
^*  lour  of  their  garments."  ^      /i:    ..   :>    r,..;z3. 

The  ckareft  and  fliorteft  ^cdunt  of  theft:  ii^mi  |athi^ 
ed  from  antiquity  by  a  very  modem  juxob^r;  jtgitatak^ 
Circenfes  in  quaUrnas  fa^imtes  difprfcebgnfn^  ,fH^  et>  diR^focfk 
veffitu  Mverfas  anni  horns  nprafrntarefityfci^^^prafinay^if^f)^ 
ruffea  ^^/^,  aWa  autumnum^  $t  veneta  byemm-  P^^^^*^ 
ANl^s '  dhas  alias  addidii^  purpurefmetjiuratdm^  qua  tof^n 
-non  'durajfi  videntur^  ciim  de  iltis  poftik  fit  dfurA  fientmhS 
**  Thd  contenders  in  the  Orcerifian  games*  wefe  divided ;iiii6 
^^  four  factions,  each  of  which,  byadiffererit  drefs,  be^re- 
ff  fented  the  feafons  of  the  year:  for  eicample,  the  greoH 
?'  ^^noitEd  fpring ;  the  red, .  (ymmer ;  the  whiite,  ^l^iBfi^ 
**  the  bjiue,  winter.  .  Domiti an  added,  ^o  others^^ 
<«  purpl^.and  gold  colour^. but  it  is  prQ^)al:fc,  th^y  wcrg  o 
**  no  long  continuance^,"  As  np  notice  is  taken  of  them  attc 
««  his  r^iSi «."  :^^u    ;  r.  .        .-    iu<j\ 

L-  ■  I'^T"  *i        ■  '    ,'  •    '•  •      ■«  ■'      I      ■  'x  «■  •^*%*# 

^  Alsxander  is  of  opinion^,  that  the Cireenfiaa, games p^JMt 
were  of  the  fame  kind  and  inftitution,  as  theplympie  ^xxm^^^ 
Greece^  ,  yi(k  Ai,EX.  ab  Al5x,  Lib.  5.  cap.  8,  ,  .  ,  , •,,,^j 
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EPISTLE    VIL 

Pliny  /^Voc  ON  I  us  Romanus. 

1A  M.  pkaifed  to  find. by  your,  letter,  thf^jyoxi  have 
begun;  tio  bfuild,  I  haMeMfiroto  thenc€  tsyi  excufe 
for  my  vtoriks  of  that  'kind;  ^  For,  now. '  it  '«nay  •  be 
faid,  I  bttikt^with  good  reaibhi  finoe  I  follow  your 
examp!<i.  /K^r'are  our  fitq^tions  unlike  :  you  build 
nea^mefcii'I'am  at  the  fande  diftance  from  the  La- 
riahijlake.  PjpNpjfi  the  bord^s  of  it  I  have  feyeral 
feate V  Wo>/^f!?sIv^  as  they  give  mc  thegreatert 
ddight,,  fo  ihey  employ  my  greateft  attention.  One 
of  them'  is  p^ced .  upon  a  rock,  and  commands  the 
lake:s  the  'other ^  is  ciofe  to  the  water-,  both  in  the 
manner  of-ttibfe  tit  Bai^.  -Thnsy  alluding  to  the 
graiMeur  orthe'birikihr'and'the  plainnefs  ofthe  fock, 
I  daU  W.fQrrpie^^^  IdXttr .my.  comedy. 

Each  of  them*  has  particular  beauties ;  a  diverllty^ 
which  re»(k«  ^in  to  their  n^er  iftill  morcagreea- 
bk.  Qnehaa'ia  nearer  5  the  other,  a  more  diftant 
view  of  the -1)^.  One,  by  a  gentk  curve  in  the 
building,  fcwtns*  a  fingle  bay  ;  the  other,  being  built 
upon  a  greatiePhei^t,  forms  two.  Here,  you  may 
ridp  in  a  Ibngl^vejiue  by  the  fiije  of  the  lake  j  there, 
you  may  walk  Sown  an  extpn^iye  and  eafy  terrace.; 

One  of  thejfe  houfes  is  not  within  reach-  of  the 
waves ;  and  they  are  broken  and  repuUed  by  ithe  other: 
From  the  former,  you  can  difccrn  the  people  fiftiing ; 
from  the  lattery  you  may  an^e  yourlelf,  and,  as  if 
you  lay  in  a  fifhing  boat,  may  throw  your  Hrie  out  of 
your  bedchamber,  and  almou;  from  your!  bedi  My 
reafon  for  making  the  additions,  that  are  wanting  to 
thefe  places,  i^.  becaufe  they  are  already  fo  heautifuU 
But  why  ihould  I  give  you  a  reafon,  when,  by  fol- 
lowing your  exampk,  my  inducement  rauft  appear  to 
you  ?  Adku. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


Irweni paifidntum :  '*  I  have  found  a  juftifiablc  example/' 
It  is  difficult  to  know  wHat  Pliny  means  by  this  exprcffion: 
both  the  beginning  ^nd  tlie  end  of  the  letter,  contain  excufes 
fer  buMing  at  a  pl^cieii  cff*%hich  the  defcription  not  only  juf- 
tifies,  but  even  dertiatidi  an  undertiaking  of  tfiat  kind  j  un- 
Ws  there  were  fome  rtetibni  to  the  contrary,   that  are  not 
deducibl^  from  any  tx^tt^iam  in  this  letter. 
"   Eq)  ad  Lnrium  locum :     *'  I  am  building  at  the  Lariaa 
^^  late/'  •' F£ IN V^s  heredity  fortune,  as  appears  from  many 
pf  his  letters,  was  fituated  upon  the  borders  of  the  Logo  ai 
Come.     This  lake,  from  thii  moft  fouthern  part  of  it,  th^ 
idty  <^  Cmum^   in  which  Pliny  was  born,  extends  itfelf, 
Recording;  tb  foihie  ge6grt|)hers,  thirty  miles  in  length  j  but 
in  bneadthi  fbarce  kbove  five.    According  to  Ortelius,  tkc 
length  is'j^My  the  breadth,  ten  miles. 

Hujusiif  pttore  plures  ^a  nki:  ♦*  Uprti*this  fliorc  I  have 
^^•fevcrd  gauntry  feats.'*^^^:'  This  e5^i^tffi6n^ut^  me  in  mind^ 
fliat  thi^  cbuntty  villas  of'Hfie  Romans  ^;^cftpt  only*  Very 
liumerousf,  ^  Kas  been  ))efbW  ibbFef^fed;  BW^t  the'Wrfons 
©r  the  firft  quality  at  Kme  hid  fetreraP'Siftercnt'  hbufes  ^n 
in  the  city,  which'  were  trailed'  miant<klit^\  \^  ^titk  isbilt 
merely  for  the  change  of  ib6<te.     '  u  ^i  ,      ^AA 

Illam  trqgoediatny  banc  appellar$  comoediam  foleo  :  **  One  I 
^'  call  iiiy  tragedy,  the  other,  my  comedy/?  Tbefd  two 
houfes,  under  die  names  of  tragedy  and  comedy,  as  here  di- 
ftinguiflied,  are  given  to  us  by  Oktelius  in  his  map  of 
Gallia  Ci/alpina,  The  onfi  placed  pfi  the  weft,  the  other  on 
the  eaft  fide  pf  the  tarian  Take.  The  reafon,  affigned  by 
Pliny,  foi?. their  different  i^ppellations,  according  to  the 
jbck  and  bufkin,  is  rather  trifling  and  jejune,  than  appofite, 
or  ingenious. 

lUsc  ri£ia  gfftatlo  kngo  JimiU  fuper  Iktus  gjeUnJbury  tikfpa- 

V  Hofifftm  xjfio  Uviter  ir^e^iiur  :  "  At.thi^.^ars^  i3  the  J^^^  of 

^  exercifcj  attending  it(i?K  along  way;in.ii^ftrait lif^jmon 

^*  tbfi  fhore  J  at  tii<e  othe/  end  ^t  winds  a  little  int9.^%a- 

*^  dpus  terrace/^    PlinV  never  fails,  in  the  defcriptibn  of 

/hifif  VflJte^,  ■  to  inltdduce  A^  ^^if/d  and  aj^«j.  '  AfiittHigh 

idicKifiikl  form  t)f  die^^j/ftyrf^  was  genJerally-^dil^ciifetf,^* 

fftwy'tclhi'tiSj  in  modkm^xiTxi^^f  yet  here  ■k^appeaf«*»tf  a 

f"Lib.'5'.ep,'6,     ''^'-   -^-"J^.  • 

different 


BOOK    IX. 

difterent  fhapc»  and  of  a  great  length.  The  reafon  may  be 
afTumed  from  a  paflage  in  Mercuriali^,  who  fay^,  Qjrt 
Lius  AuRELiAWs  judicavitj  capitis  dolore  vexatos  per  ton-' 
gam  viam  giftari  dfhere^  tftfrequfnti  verjiom  ^potanti  vertigo 
tnduceritttr  »  :  ^'  C^slius  Aureuanus  direaed  thofe,  who 
^^  were  troubled  with  he^-ach%  to  ufe  ^^rd&.  In  a  long 
^*  itiait  road  s  left  by  going  rowd  in  a  circular  j&xrm  they 
*•  might  be  fubje£l:  to  vertigQs,  or  other  inpo^eiiiencies.  - 
The  phyficians  in  Pliny'$  days  wght  pro^tably  be  of  tbe 
fame  opinion.  The  xyjius^  1  think,  when  belopgii^  to 
any  private  perfon,  always  figniiies  a  terrace :  in  this  par-* 
ticular  epiftle  we  find,  it  19^^  ^  d^eclininjg;  tejRriace,  that  led 
by  a  gentle  deiceiit  from  the  yiJI^  tQ  the  bke.  The  puUic 
xyjlij  and  xvfta^  -hsive  been  elfewher^  explnined  ^. 

I  am  inchned  to  imagine,  that  this  lett/er  was  written  veiv 
early  in  Pliny's  life  ^  before  he  was  in  pofleflion  of  his 
home  in  Laiiumy  or  in  Tufcany ;  when  his  fortune  was  much 
circumfcribed  \    and  when  his  expences  of  building  might 

~  be  cenfured  a$  extravagant  and  unneceflary.    Such  a  fuppo- 
fttion  at  Jeaft  ficp^nuit^  for  th^  exjM'eflion,  a^fico  enim  jam 

-  r^tionsf  fuia  tusim :  '^  For  now  I  build  with  juft  reafon,  be- 
^^  ^ufe  I  follpw  yoiu*  example ^''  ai^d  for  the  whole  tenor 

^  ^  the  epiftlj?.     Tm  fituation  of  the  tn^ardia^  and  comaedig^ 

,  fte  latter  of  wfaidi  waa  Co  convenient  foh,  die  pkaijure  of 
fiihing,  muft  have  been  extreoiely  beautifid^ 

*Xib.  6.  cap<  1(0^        ^  [q  the  isflky  w  Pli^y'^  Mt. 


EPISTLE    VHL 

Pliky  to  Augur  IN  ys, 

S  I  hare,  been  praiiied  1^  you^  if  I  begin  to 
praife  you,  it  will  feem  rather  an- a£k  of  «ny 
gratijcuite,  tJiSh  of  my  judgement.  But  let  the  ap- 
pearance be  jyhat  it  will,  1  muft  ^eeni'all  your  writ- 
mg»  cxcqUcjjt^  particularly  thofe,  in  which  I  am 
meittipned.  ; ;  Xhi&^inioa  proceeds  from  one  and  the 
y.  iame  JmaibQ^l^.For  ]fou  wQte  exti^oaeiy  .weU  upon 
whatever  fiibje^  cpnoeras.  jcour  fxieads  ^  and  I  read. 
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with  remarkaWc  pleafurc,  whatever  fubjcft  concerns 
myfclf.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  fliort  epiftle  is  writttn  in  the  excefs  of  vanity.  Th«  ' 
]a&  paragr^h,  in  the  original,  is  not  only  vain,  but  quib- 
bling. Nam  et  tu,  qua  dt  amUis,  aptlmi firib'ts :  tt  ega  qu^ 
ie  me,  ut  optima^  lego  :  "  For,  as  the  letters  concerning  your 
*'  jriends,  are  very  well  written,  fo  with  thofe  concerning 
"  myfclf,  I  am  very  well  pleafed."  I  am  afraid,  that  from 
diefe  aSe&ed,  ollentatious  letters,  Pliny  has  too  juftly 
drawn  upon  himfelf  the  cenfurc  of  Montagne,  and  othep 
modern  critics.  Vanity,  like  fmoak,  jmolhers  and  obfcures 
thf  flamc^  &om  whence  it  proceeds. 


EPISTLE    IX. 
Pliny    to    Colon. 

I  Approve  entirely  of  the  grief,  which  you  exprefi 
uppn  the  death  of  Pompeius  Quintianus.  Your 
forrow  Jhews  the  extent  of  your  atteftion  towards  the 
friend,  whom  you  have  loft.    You  are  far  from  rf- 
fcmbling  tiiofe,  (and  they  are  many  in  number,)  TKho"(i 
can  only  love  tfie  living,  or,  rather,  can  only  feem  tbi^' 
Jove  them  ;  nor  even  are  able  to  carry  on  that  appeatv." 
ance,    unldB  the  perfons  are  not  only  living,    but'' 
prosperous  :    for  die  unhappy,     and  the  dead,  are  7 
equ^y  forgotten.      But  your  friendthip  is  continual^,', 
and  there  is  a  conftancy  in  your  affeition,  that  cjki,-; 
only  end  with  your  life.      Quintianus  indeed  w^  ,a:-T 
man,  who  ou^t  to  be  beloved  in  theikme  mannef,*'^ 
in  wluch  he  loved  others.      He  loved  his  friends  iJi; ! 
-their  profperity  1  he  defended  them  in  tbeir  advcrfity  i;  '^ 
and  lamented  them  when  dead.      What  a  fincericy  > 
appeared  in  his  countenance  ?  How  much  detibera-^> 
UQH.in.l^ -inapner  of  fpeaking  ?    With  what  eafy/, 
irewlftni^HaJ^toth  feriouaaiKlchearful?  Howgrcaci 
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was  his  attachment  to  literature  ?r  How^^Jifitar^ 
judgement  ?  What  filial  piety  did  he  fhew:to  a  father, 
who  was  the  reverfe  of  him  in  every  rcfpeft  ?  Nor 
did  his  duty  tp  fuch  a  father  hirderhinf  from  appear- 
ing at  once  the  beft  of  fons,  and  the  beft  of  men. 
But  why  fhould  I  imbitter  your  afflidion  2-  Yet  fl^- 1 
know  you  loved  this  young  man  fb  finccreljfSi^typu 
rather  chufe  I  Ihould  Ipeak  pfHiTl  in  t^  ^nam^Jr^^  ^ 
than  be  filent ;  efpecially  as  yoii  imagine,  that  byjigr : 
accounts  of  him,  his  lite  may  be  illuftf^teil,  :hi$  .mer 
mory  preferved,  and  his  ehw^Sicn  reftored  taithieprC'*' 
fent  age,  from  whence  he:bfeiaJBlyfimched:away.^ 
Farewell,  '    - 

OBSERVATIONS. 

•  ••  ,     « 

This  is  the  only  epiftle  extant  to  Colon,  No  traces  are 
to  be  found  of  Jiinf;  Id  th^  obiervaltolis  fipdn'the  thirty  fe- 
cond  epiftle  of  the  fixth  book,  conjectures,  which  amount  to 
fome.^egree.^rf  I^p^Wi^^j  ^Q^erg4  ip  Piwfi.  ^h^^txi^i'*! 
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The  WfcaSiilsi  irt:th*  bcgJnftln^  of  this  lettei^  dft  •'t)erte^^ 
ly  juft.  .  :TJiet(deari^  *^md  the  unfortunate^  areifodii  ^^'t^i3^: 
fuJiy  %gpttf«u,  rJRowjer^aod  profp^i^Xfui  only^^attB^y^^ 
retain  followers.    A  mod^  fkofy  ^i^yJ{€:rye^^/\lhi^^^ 
aflfertioni  of  Puny.    A  certaui  perfon  of  difl^flion,  ^^ 
nioming  after  tr 
his  ftaff  to  the 
was  very  foKci 

p6tt6ty  joHif  Read,  well  verfedfe  ti/c  ^  of^irig  Seniip^ 
to  vi^ter^  nuule  fiilenm  proteftktions,ithat  hi6  L6ti  w^  t^'<^ 
at  home.:  'Tbcrgeijtleman^  equ^liv  well  verft)4iin  dit;  art  of  i"i 
gaining  adimmnc^,  .(milingly  ri^Ue^^^  f^f^A^d^^tlJ^^^i: 
that  ymrJjfrd'Asat  hsmej:hersqkaif(i\fro$Mf^taiit^i.Up 
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^mtiTi  thai  I  have  heen  herf^    Coachman  ^  driv$  9W0J  h  tha 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    X. 
Pliny  to  Cornelius  Tacitui. 

I  Should  with  great  plcafure  obey  your  commanc|s» 
if  boars  were  not  fo  very  fcarce,  as  to  afford  me 
no  opportunity  of  paying  equal  worihip,  which  yiki 
affirm  to  be  due,  ooth  to  Minerva  and  to  Diana. 
I  myft  .therefore  dedicate  myfelf  only  to  Minerva  ; 
but  cautioufly,  as  is  fuitable  to  the  retirement  of  this 
place,  and  the  heat  of  this  leafon. 

In  my  way  hither,  I  amufed  myfelf  by  writing  fbme 
trifles,  nt  only  to  be  deflroyed,  their  ftilc  refemblirig 
the  idle  ronverfation  of  travellers  upon  the  road. '  1 
have  mtade  additions  to  them  lince  my  arrival  hejiey 
when  nothing  of  more  confequence  engaged  iaf  it* 
tention.  TTiofe  poems  therefore,  which  you  inia^a^ 
ftd  might  have  been  eafily  brought  to  perfcftion  aimdft 
woods,  and  groves,  have  lain  entirely  at  reft.  I  have 
retouched  one  or  two  of  my  orations  ;  although  that 
kind  of  employment  is  neither  agreeable  nor  engage 
ii^.  It  refembles  the  labours,  radier  tJian  the  plea- 
fures,  of  the  country.    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

An  idle  fiirmire  has  ariiCen,  that  this  ^p^Ic  b  nolt  the  let-^ 

ter  of  Pi^iNY,  but  of  Tacitus,  and  is  in  anfwer  to  die 

fixth  epiftle  of  the  firft  book.    The  cridcifin  ideJf  is  ^qiial- 

^  ly  unimportant,   and  groundlels  :   the  different  opinioms  of 

.  CASAUBio^r  and  Catanjevs  arc  pyen  tp  us  by  Lo^co- 

^  WUjs  *:,but  A^  by  the  pcrfitivc  decifioo  of 

Gaspar  Barthius,  wKich  feems  perfeiUy  juft  :  Omnw 

ftJHXr  g/?,  nihil  ad  Tacitum  :  **  It  is  abfolutdy  a  letter 


*-«,..-, 


<'  from 
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«  fromPtiNV,  not  from  Tacitus."  The  letter  itielfis 
fo  trifling,  that  it  is  fcarce  worth  while  to  confider,  by  whom 
it  was  wri'^en. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XL 
Pliny  to  Ducennius  Geminus. 

I  Have  received  your  letter,  which  was  perfe6Uy  ae^ 
ceptable  to  me,  as  you  defire  my  anfwer  to  be 
fuch,  as  may  be  inferted  in  your  works.  I  Ihall  write 
to  you  in  that  manner ;  either  upon  the  fubjedt  you 
propofed,  or,  upon  fome  better  -,  for  feveral  objedti- 
ons  have  occurred  to  me,  upon  that  particular  point : 
re-examine  it*,  and  they  will  occur  to  you.  I  did  not 
think,  that  any  bookfellcrs  had  been  fetded  in  Lug- 
dunum  • ;  and  therefore  your  information  of  the  f^e 
of  my  books  gave  me  the  ereater  pleaflire ;  being 
piuch  rejoiced  to  know,  that  mey  ftill  fupport,  in  fo^ 
reisn  parts, ,  the  fame  d^ee  of  applaufe,  which  they 
ihaa  acquired  in  Rome.  I  be^  now  to  efteem  theia 
in  reality^  as  they  have  met  with  approbation  in  a 
variety  of  countries,  and  among  a  variety  of  judge^^ 
jfiept3f    Adieu. 


». 


}  t 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Thdfe  few  lines  feem  a  prelude  to  fome  future  compofidon, 
which  was  to  be  written  in  a  manner,  and  ppon  a  fubjcd, 
adapted  to  appear  amon^  the  works  of  Geminus.  But 
jBv^n*  from  this  fliort  epiftle  wc  find  cauile  to  regret  mapy  va- 
lUaMe  pieee^,  already  cqnipofc4.  by  Plin  y^  and  in  the  high* 
eft'  teputdition^  not  only  in  //n^,  but  in  France^ 

Bibli^Uft  Lugduni  ejfe  non  putabam  :  "  I  thought  there 
*«  was  tick  i'  bdoldeller  at  liyons'^  A  particular  reafoh  may.  be 
^ignedj^  '^iir^^iNY  might  fuppofc,  tfiatno  bookfeller  was 

.  »  The  city  of  Ly<ms.  Authors  vary  in  the  etymology  of  Lng' 
dunum  ;  but,  if  we  adhere  to  the  moft  antient  derivation,  it  was 
built  by  Lug  pus,  a  King  of  Celta :  and,  by  contradion  for 
ffMgdi'^9mm,'W2LS  called  Lifgdumm,  the  hill  of  Lugdus. 

'"    ''  as 
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a^'yttfetded  in  this  capital  of  the  Lyonnois.  Lugdmum 
was  burnt  by  lightning  in  the  time  of  Nek o  :  I  think  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  reign.  It  was  fo  utterly  demolifhed, 
that  the  emperor  himieff,  then  apparently  generous  ahd 
compailionate,  contributed  a  lar^e  fum  towards  rebuilding 
it.  But  as  the  re-eftablifhment  of  conunerce,  and  opulence;^ 
to  fo  large  a  city,  muft  be  a  work  of  much  labour,  aftd  of 
many  years,  it  might  well  be  doubted,  or,  as  Pliny  fays^ 
[non  putabam]  it  could  fcarce  be  thou^t,  that  learning  h^ 
a^in  taken  fuificient  root  there,  to  encoun^ge  and  fuplKM 
the  trade  of  publifliir^>  and  ielluig  'books.    . . :      •  r  ;  \  ^v. 


E  P  I.S  T  t.  E 

f " ' ' 

Pi. I  n  y  totz REN T i y a  J^u n j o r^* 
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y\'  Cemm  perfon  feverdy  reproved  his  foa,  bcc^iSe 
£\  he  wis  tod  cxpettfivc  and  bft<mwy&us  m;tf^^ 
andnories/:  WKen  tne young  man  wa^ 4^ft^t, X lii  " 
to  my  friead,  /iirvfc  yi,-b^e  ymn^^ieen'y] 
0f  atPi^aSion^-  for  wbkklyfiu  def^rved  y9ur  fdtbit^.§, 
eoneSUcn  f  -Mofi  certainty  you  have^-  I^^lirmii.  Are 
you  not  Jfiiy guilty  of  loSii^s^  for  wbicb^  "^  your  fiPM- 
tionswefiWmgei^yoiif''^^  mighty  wHh  the  fam  ^- 
tbority^  reprimand  you  ?  Are  not  all  men  iiableto  atiS' 
dental  errors  ?  Has  not  each  of  us  Jome  peculiar  pajjion^ 
to  which  he  is  devoted  P  As  I  was  rituch  ftruck  with 
this  inftance  of  immoderate  feverity,  the  mutual 
friendfhip  between  you  and  me  made  me  think  this 
letter  neceflary,  left  you  fhould  treat  your  fon  in  too 
harfh,  artd  too  auftcrc  a  manner.  Refleft,  that  1^ 
is  very  yotinjr,  and  that  you  youifelfhiave  beeii 
)foung  i  ana  Srert  your  paternal  authority'  in  M  ?^ 
manner,  "as  rtiayihew,  you  remember  yburfelf  tql6y 
a  man  J  and  the  father  of  a  rtian.    F^rpwtll,         ;;^ 


"  i:  y 

OBSER, 
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OBSERVATIONS- 

From  this  epifile  we  may  perfec^y  judge,  in  how  amiable 
a  light,  and  with  what  additional  fplendor,  Pliny  would 
have  appeared,  if  he  had  been  a  father.  The  imboimded 
fweetnefs  of  his  nature  might  have  made  iis  conclude  in  ge- 
neral, that  his  tendernefi,  as  a  father,  would  have  been  no 
lefs  eminent  than  his  other  virtues.  But  his  thoughts,  axe 
here  particulariy  exprefled ;  and  we  are  convinced,  that  hm 
would  have  preferved  the  charadler  of  a  kjind  parent,  with*' 
out  forfeiting  the  character  of  a  prudent  man.  Certainly^ 
fome  of  Pliny's  epiftles  are  written  in  fuch  a  fpirit  of  be- 
nevolence, as  cannot  be  paralleled  in  any  author.  This  feems 
to  be  one  of  that  number.  The  mspcims,  here  prefcribed, 
muft  be  of  infinite  benefit  in  the  education  of  di3di«n^  a 
point  fo  extremely  difficult,  that  the  wifeft  men  have  often 
erred  in  it,  by  an  excels  of  fondnefs,  or  by  a. tjiiwutical Se- 
verity. The  latter  is  undoubtedly  tQ  be  avp^ictecr  j  bcgiufe 
the  temper,,  that  requires  to  be  fo  treated,  is  incapaple  p^r»- 
ceiving  benefit  from  the  treatriient.  On  the  other  hand, 'ait 
improper  and  unlimited  indulgence  may  be  equsfcOy  dahge-^ 
rous.  The  iather  (hould  nothi  auftere,iior'tlie'»nimp^4 
tieht :  the  former  fhould,  according  to  PlinVs  "^idykbe^  i^ 
coiled:,  that  he  has  been  young  ;  and  the  latter  (bould  a^ 
the  part  of  a  fon,  as  if  he  coniidered,  that  hereafter. he^ 
might  be  a  father.  ..  ^.^.l 


E  P  IS  T  L  E    XIII. 
Pliny  to  Quadrat  us.'. 


«4 


'     1. 
.    .     I,  I 


IN  the  fame  degree  of  eagernefs. and  appKcatioii,^ 
with  whidi  you  read  my  treatifes  in  viodiciation.bf* 
Helvidjus,.  you  fcem  to  require  from 'm^-,$y^  fiifrj 
cumjElancep,  \either  mentior)e(^  or  not  menttoiiM  ;^n^ 
thofe  bcK^j^  and,  in  lboi[t,-:;i^  whole  yrQtj  ^f  W^^ 
affair,  which  Tiappened,  when  yoii  was  too  ybuhg  to 
be  prefent  upon  uie  occalion. 

As  foon  as  DoMiTiAN  was  put  to  death,  no  work 
prcfented  itfcif,  in  my  own  opinion,  more  noble  and  ac- 
ceptable. 
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ceptable,  or  by  which  a  man  might  gain  more  ho* 
nour,  than  a  proftcution  of  the  oppreflbrs,  and  a 
vindication  of  the  fufFerers,  during  that  reign.  Be- 
fides,  among  the  many  crimes  of  the  numerous  de- 
linquents, none  appeared  to  me  of  a  blacker  nature^ 
than  that  a  fenator,  in  the  fenate,  fhould  lay  hand& 
upon  a  lenator ;  a  pra^or^  upon  a  man  of  confular 
dignity  *,  a  judge,  upon  a  p^ribn  accuied.  A  great 
friendfhip  had  fubfifted  between  Hblvidixts  and  me  i 
as  great  as  I  <x)uld  cultivate  with  a  peribn,  who,  in 
dread  of  thofe  dangerous  times,  endeavoured,  by 
riving  in  obfcurity  and  retirement,  to  conceal  his  ex- 
cellent charafter,  and  na  lefs  rerharkable  virtues.  I 
had  always  ^tertained  a  fincere  affeftion  for  Arir.ia 
and  Fannia  :  the  latter  was  mpcher-in-law  to  Hbl* 
viDius,  and  the  forrrier  was  mother  of  that  mother-* 
in-law  •;    But  my  inducements,  preferable  to  every 

Erivate  confidcration,  were,  the  inccreft  of  the  pub^ 
c,  an  indignadon  at  the  faft  committed,  ana  the 
importance  of  making  fuch  a  precedent.  It  is^  true^ 
that  in  the  very  beginning  ot  the  reftoration  of  our 
liberties,  every  individual,  in  his  own  behalf,  and  in 
a  moil:  diforderly  and  tumultuous  manner^  brought 
his  particular  enemies  to  trial,  men  indeed  only  of  the 
lower  rank,  and  obtained  their  condemnation.  I 
thought  it  more  confiftent  with  modefty  and  firmnefs 
of  mind,  not  to  accuie  any  criminal,  although  ever 
fo  guilty,  on  die  general  outcry  againft  the  pradtices 
of  the  late  reign,  but  only  on  account  of  his  own 
particular  crimes.  When  the  firft  heats  were  abated, 
and  violence  every  day  grew  more  languid,  ajid  fell 
into  a  HKH-e  regular  courfe  of  juftice,  althou^,  at  that 
time,  I  was  under  the  deepeft  afflifUoo,  on  the  death 
of  my  wife,  I  fent  to  iUrxiiAf  who  had  been  the 
wife  of  Hei-vidius,  defiring  her  to  come  to  me,  be- 
caufe  the  time  of  mourning  confined  me  ftiU  to  my 

a  Sec  the  obfervations  dpon^.  19,  of  book  7,  In  which  13  in- 
ferted  die  genealogy  of  boiih  th^fe  fanulitpi. 

h*)ule.* 
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houfe.  As  loon  as  flie  came,  Ifaid  to  her,  ^M  am 
^^  refolved,  that  the  death  of  your  hufband  Hbl^I'- 
^^  Dius  fliaU.  no  longer  remain -unrevengcd.  Com- 
^'  municatie  my  refolution  to  Arria  and  Fannia." 
(They  were  returned  from  baniifamient.)  "  Confkler 
^^  :inrxidiin  yourfelf,.  and  conilik  diem,  whether  they  are 
^^  :willing  to  jom  in  the  profecution,  in  which  I  want 
^^  no  fecond :  but  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  not  fo  ava- 
^^  ritious  of  my  own  glory^  as  to  envy  them  a  ihare' 
"  in  the  honour  of  it.  Anteia  delivered  my  mtf- 
fage,  and  jdiey  immediately  complied.  The  fenate 
very  feaiboably  iac  in  three  days. 

It  was  always  my  cuftom  to  confult  Coreluus, 
whom  I  knew  tolje  the  moft  prudent  and  wife  man' 
of  our  ag^ :  yet^  in  this  affair,  I  depended  upon  my^ 
own  judgment,  hding  apprehenfive,  that  he  mights 
ftop  the  progreis  of  my  <tefign,  as  he  was  naturally  > 
of  ^  moft  ddibetfate  and  cautious  diipofiuon.  How«« 
ever,  I  could  not  think  of  concealing  my  intentions 
from. him,  im  the  d^  wheal  intended  to  put  them 
into  execution  ^  but  mil  was  tdbived  not  to  aflc  his 
advice ;  being  &lly  convinced  by  experience,  thact 
when,  we  are  determined  upon  any  point,  wefhould 
not  adviie  upon  the  fiibje£fc,  with  thofe  perlbns,  whofe^ 
Opinion  we  oug^t  implicitly  to  obey. 

When  I  came  into  the  fenate,  I  defipdd  liberty  to 
fpeak,  and,  fi:>r  a  little  time,  wa6  heard  with  die  ut- 
moft  appkufe ;  till  I  began  to  touch  upon  the  otime,' 
and  to  hint  at  the  perfon  I  intended  to  accufe,  -  hot  as 
yet  having  mentioned  his  name.  I  was  then  oppofed 
on  "oil  fides  with  clamour.  *^  iM  us  kftow,^  fays 
one  man,  *'  at  whom  you  aim,  in  this  extraordinary 
"  manner  i"  5*  Who  was  ever  acculed,'*  ftyftf  aiftcJdief ,' 
^^  before  hisaccu&tion  had  beeil  referred  to  the  fe- 
"  nate  ?"  "  Sitffer  us^"  lays  another,  *•  wh6  havtf 
"  furvived  former  dangers,  to  remain  in  prefent  fafe- 
"  ty.'*  I  heard  them  without  fear,  or  confufion. 
Confidence,  and  terror,  are  in  proportion  to  the  ho- 
nour 


CC 
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nour  of  the  caule^  which  you  defend ;  whether  thsit 
caufe  is  unwillingly  heard,  or  abfblutely  difapproved. ' 
It  would  be  tedious  to  mention  every  particular,  that 
tiafled  on  all  fides,  at  that  time.  At  lafl  the  confut' 
laid,  **  When  the  time  comes,  JSecundus,  for  alk- 
ing  the  opinion  of  the  fenators,  you  fhall  Ipeak '' 
what  you  pleafe.  I  replied,  "  You  will  certainly 
**  allow  me  an  indulgence,  which  has  not  yet  been 
**  denied  to  any  body/'  I  fat  down ;  and  other  af- 
fairs were  tranfafted. 

One  of  my  confular  friends  rebuked  me  in  a  private^ 
but  in  a  very  difcreet  manner,  as  if  I  had  taken  fteps  too 
bold,  and  too  imprudent.  He  defired  me  to  recoUefi: 
myfelf,  and  adviled  me  to  defift ;  and  he  added,  that  I 
might  probably  render  myfelf  remarkably  obnoxious- 
to  fut\ire  princes.  I  anfwered,  "  Be  it  fo,  if  they  are 
•*  wicked  princes."  He  was  fcarce  gone  from  me, 
when  another  came  and  afked,  ^^  What  bold  attempt 
**  are  you  upon  ?  Whither  are  you  running  ?  To 
**  what  dangers  are  you  cxpofing  yourfelf  ?  Wherc-^ 
*'  fore  are  you  confident  only  in  the  prefent  times^ 
**  without  any  regard  to  the  future  ?  You  enrage  a 
**  man,  who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  and 
^^  is  foon  to  be  a  conful  ;  a  man,  who  is  alfo  inr 
*'  high  favour,  and  furrounded  with  powerful  friends.** 
He  then  named  to  me  one  of  diefe  friends,  who,  at 
that  time,  commanded  a  very  great  and  powerful 
army  in  the  eaft  :  whofe  defigns  were  much  fuipeft- 
ed.     I  replied, 

**  All  I've  forefeen,  and  each  event  Tve  weighed  •. 

*'  I  am  not  unwilling,  if  it  Ihall  fo  happen,  to  be 
*'  punilhed  hereafter  for  my  honefty,  if  I  can  punifii, 
**  at  prefent,  others  for  their  villainy." 

» 

*  Omnia  pracepi^  atqu$   onitM  mecum  antt  per/gt,     i£ncid.  6. 
f.   105. 

At 
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At  Idngth  came  on  the  time  when  we  were  to  deli- 
ver our  opinions.  Domitius  Apollinaris,  conful 
eledl:,  fpoke  firft  j  after  him  (poke  Fabritius  Veien- 
To  ;  then  Fabius  Posthumus,  then  Vectius  Pro- 
cuLus,  the  coUegue  of  Publicius  Certus^  who  was 
the  fubjeft  of  our  debate  :  Proculus  was  father-in- 
law  '  to  my  late  wife  :  after  thefe  Ammius  Flaccus. 
They  all  turned  their  arguments  in  favour  of  Cer- 
Tus,  not  yet  qamed  by  me,  as  if  I  had  already 
named  him :  they  undertook  the  defence  of  a  crime, 
which  was  not  fixed  upon  any  particular  perfon.  It 
is  unneceflary  to  tell  you  what  they  faid  befides.  You 
will  find  (he  arguments  inferted  in  my  treatife^  and 
the  exaft  words  of  the  feveral  ipeeches* 

On  the  other  fide  fpoke  Avidius  Quietus,  and 
CoRNUTUs  Tertullus.  Quietus  faid,  '*  That  it 
would  be  a  moft  iniquitous  proceeding,  to  refiafe 
to  hear  the  complaints  of  the  perfons  aggrieved  ; 
^^  and  therefore,  that  A^^ria  and  Fannia  ought  not 
to  be  hindered  from  reprefenting  their'grievance^  : 
and  that  the  juftice  of  the  caufe,  not  the  quality 
"  of  the  perfon  accufed,  was  the  point  to  be  taken 
*'  into  confideration/* 

CoRNUTus  faid,  "  That  he  had  been  appointed  by  . 
^^  the  confuls  guardian  to  a  daughter  of  Helvidius, 
*'  at  the  rcquefl:  of  her  mother,  and  of  her  father-in* 
"  law.  That  he  could  not  defert  the  part,  which  his 
duty  obUged  him  to  a£t  in  the  prefent  debate  •,  but  that 
he  would  fet  bounds  to  his  own  grief,  and,  in  prefer- 
ence to  it,  only  fupport  the  modefl:  fupplication  of 
*'  thefe  excellent  women  ^ ;  who  were  content,  that  the 
fenate  fhould  be  informed  of  the  many  bafe  flatteries 
praflifed  by  Publicius  Certus^  with  a  view  to 
put  his  cruelties  into  execution  :  but  if  the  fenate 
fliould  not  think  proper  to  inflidk  thofe  puniih- 
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*  Vectius  Proculus  was  the  fecond  hufband  of  Pompeia 
Cblerina. 
^  Arria,  FanniAs  an<i  Anteia. 

yoL.  11.  R  "  meats^ 
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"  m^nts,  whkh  the  rtidl  flagitioilS  crimes  ^efervcd> 
*'  that  at  Icaft  feme  brand  of  infamy  ml^t  be  ftamp- 
**  cd  -upon  Gertvs^  iu  the  famiS  manner,  as  if  ne 
•*«  had  been  publicly  deg^ed  by  dbe  eenfors  •." 

After  dieie,  Satrivs  Rtrrus  took  the  middle  way 
between  both  parties,  and  giving  an  ambiguous  turn 
•Co  his  fpeech,  faid,  *'  It  is  my  opirtion,  that  if  Pvb^ 
i-icius  Certus  is  n6t  acquitted-,  he  h  much  in- 
jured :    he  has  been  openly  named  by  his  own 
fHends,  and  by  the  friends  of  Arm  a  and  FaiI*- 
*'  NiA.   .It  is  certain,  Aat  we  ought  not  to  be  iijict- 
**  tous  for  his  partieidar  fucoefs  * :  f3r  we,  who  enter- 
^'  tain  a  good  opinion  of  Gertus,  feall  agite  in  out 
''  giving  judgement  With  th(^  who  think  ill  of  Hm. 
**  &  he  is  innfoeent,  ^  I  both  hope,  and  am  wiiHng 
^*  to  believe  he  is,  I  thittk,  till  fome  particular  foflk  ii 
^*  proved  againft  him,  you  may  vttf  Well  acquit  hifli 
**  of  i\)£&  gefterid  iecufetions/* 

To  this  purpofe  'Wbre  dieir  feveral  fpeeches;  iaild 
^fcfivered  in  tw  ^der>  as  each  man  was  citsed  to  ^Vc 
liis  opiiHoh.  My  turn  came  next.  I  arofe,  and  bfe- 
igan  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  my  treatifes.  I  ah- 
fwered  every  fingle  perfon.  It  was  amazing.  With 
what  attention^  mA  applaufe^  niy  late  antagonifts  re- 
deived  eveiy  wop^  I  »%oke  -,  to  g'eat  a  change  liad 
taken  e0e&  in  the  inin^  oT  iht  audience,  either  bjr 
the  impbrtahct  of  the  «ffeir,  tfce  force  of  the  (boedl 
itlHf^  or  ^  refetuticn  ^  t)«s  %eaker.  I  made  ah 
end,  V&KiirTo  b^h  to  anlwer  me:  he  was  not 
foffered  to  ^ak,  to  great  -a  dHhirbiance  and  itofife 
^l¥as  made,  iihit  be  w^  obliged  to  &y,  "  Confcript 
**  fathers,  I  emre^  that  I  toay  not  be  obliged  to 
••*  in^ldre  the  affiftancje  X)f  t!he  tea>unes.**    Mvr*K A, 

* i^a  Cfi&TO  judficinjoria  isnirifhir.    See  the  obferv^iehs. 

*  In  fe^ming  compliance^  and  by  way  of  agreement  to  what 
faKi  i)een  advtoced  by  Qvikrus,  who  had-xondudcd  his'ljp^ech 
by  faying,  "  The  caufc,  and  not  the  perfon,  was  under  the  coa^ 
'*  fideratioa  of  the  fenate,'- 

one 
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one  of  the  ttibunes^  immediately  replied,  ^^  I  pcirmit 
*^  yoUi  mcA,  honourable  Veiento,  toipeak/*  The 
cUmpuf  arofe  again.  During  thefe  delays^  the  con* 
fuls,  h^^^^  called  over  the  nances,  and  counted  the 
YQiotSi  difmiffid  the  fenate,  leaving  Veiento  ftand- 
ii!^  up  in  his  own  place^  and  attempting  to  (peak. 
V£i¥NT0  complained  much  of  this^  afiront,  as  he  caiU 
fid  it,  and  repeated  a  verfe  from  Hqmer  ^ 

Old  man,  by  younger  warriors  thou'rt  of^reft  *. 

There  was  fcarce  a  perfon  in  did  fenate,  who  did 
not  eitibrace  and  kifs  me  ;  at  the  fame  time  vying 
with  each  other  in  my  praifes,  as  I  had  revived  a 
cuftom  long  fince  difufcd,  by  confulting  the  public 
good,  in  having  undertaken  the  profecution  of  private 
injuries  i  and  in  having  expunged  that  afperfion^ 
thrown  upon  the  body  of  the  (enate  by  all  other  orr 
ders  of  men,  as  if  the  fenators,  by  mutual  agreement 
Among  thenifelves,  had  no  mercy  in  cafes  where  a  fe* 
nator  himfelf  was  not  interefted, 

Thefe  tranfe6lioni  pafled,  at  a  time  when  C^rtus 
was  not  in  the  ienate  ;  for  he  chofe  to  be  abient,  eir 
ther  put  of  fulpicion  of  fud^  an  event,  or  becaufe  ht 
was  (kk^  which  was  the  reaion  c^ered  in  his  excuie. 
The  emperor  never  afterwards  referred  the  cogni* 
eance  of  thi^  nffmr  *  to  the  fenate.  However,  I  car- 
ried the  pointy  which  i  had  in  view.  The  coHegue  , 
of  CEkttrs  obtained  the  confuljhip,  and  another  per- 
fon fupplied  the  place  of  Certus.  The  event  too 
was  aniwerahfe  to  the  latter  end  of  niy  ^>eech,  1$ 
which  I  had  faid,  that  Certus  (hould  be  olt^gisd  t^ 
give  up,  under  the-  beft  of  princes,  thofe-  hpoours^ 
which  he  had  received  under  the  worft. 

Afterwards  I  colle6ted  together  dl  rw  pleafings 
upon  this  occ^on,  and  m^e  fevaeral  adfdiuoni^*    It 

*  Vide  Homer  Iliad  8.  f.io^, 
^  RgktiQnem*    Sec  the  obfervations. 
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happened  accidentally,  although  indeed  it  had  not 
that  appearance,  that  Certus,  who  had  been  ill  fbme 
time,  died  within  a  few  days  after  the  publication  of 
iny  book.  I  heard  miany  affirm,  that  a  fantom  was 
conftantly  wandering  in  his  taind,  and  before  his  eyes; 
which  reprefented  me  approaching  him  continually 
with  t  drawn  fword.  I  dare  not  affirm  this  fa£t  as 
true :  however,  for  the  fake  of  the  example,  I  wifli  it 
may  ,  be  cfteemed  a  truth.  You  have  a  letter,  if  a 
compofition,  as  large  as  the  books  which  you  have 
read,  may  be  called  a  letter :  but  you  muft  place  the 
trouble  to  your  own  account,  fince  you  would  not  be 
contented  with  the  books  themfelves.     Farewell. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

<         .  .  .■ 

• '  A  triic  public  fpirit,  a  fmcerc  love  of  juffice,  and  a  no- 
tte  fortitude  of  mind,  are  admirably  blended  together  through-^ 
biit  this  cpiftle  :  and  from  various  parts  of  it  we  may  f<Mrm 
fome  kind  of  infight  into  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the 
Roman  fenate. 

Primis  ^idem  diebus  reddita  Ubertatis  pre  fe  quifque  inim^ 
cos  fuosy  duntaxat  minoreSy  ihcimdito^  turbidoqui  chmwe  poflula^ 
verdnt  fimul  et  epprefferdnt :  At  the  firft  reftoration  c^libor- 
**  ty,  [bjr  the  death  of  Domitian,  and  the  acceffion  of 
NeryA]  •'  every  man,  who  pleafed,  fell  upon  his  owh 
*•  enemies,  and  after  having  brought  them  by  any  illegal  or 
^'  outragious  method  to  tri^,  conftantly  prevailed  in  their 
**  condemnation.  This  was  pradtifed  only  a^nft  peribns 
*'  of  the  lower  rank."  But  the  fa£t  is  confirmed,  and  fortified 
by  Dion  Cassius,  who  fays,  that  the  tumultuous  man- 
ner,' in  which  all  tranfa6Kons  were  carried  on  in  the  reign'of 
'NervA,  occafioned  this  (harp  reflc6tion  from  the  conifal 

FroNTo.  *n?  ftdKov  fMp  6r»  etvr%K^tt{dfx  «;C"^»  W  ^  i»»»^w»  ft^f^ 
l^f  jr»  flroiirf  •  ;^«r^oi»  ^i  i^'  5  maia-t  woiilot  a  '       *'  The    times    WerC 

**  bad,  when  the  emperor  would  permit  no  man  to  do  "any 
*'  thing ;  they  are  worfe,  when  every  man  is  permittecl  to 
••*  do  whatever  he  pleafes.** 

*  Lib.  68. 

t  - 
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Mitto ad AnniAMy  nupta bacHELViDio  fuerat :  "  I 
^<  fent  to  ANTEIA9  {he  had  been  married  to  Helvidius." 
Antbia  was  the  daughter  of  Publius  Anteius,.  who, 
from  his  attadiment  to  Agrippina,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the 
jealoufy  of  Nero.  The  particulars  of  his  conduf):  are  men- 
tioned by  Tacitus  %!  and  the  manner  of  his  death  dius 
related.  ^^  He  took  pdfon,  fays  that  hlftorian,  but  finding 
**  the  operation  of  it  too  flow,  he  had  recoune  to  a  more 
•*  fpecdy  method  of  diflblution,  by  opening  his  veins."  The 
marriage  of  Anteia  with  the  younger  Helvidius,  and  the 
offspring  of  that  marriage,  a  fon^  and  two  daughters,  have 
been  already  mentioned  ^.  It  is  evident  from  this  epiftle, 
that  Anteia,  after  the  death  of  Helvidius,  married  again, 
and  that  ihe  and  her  huiband  had  folicited  the  confuls,  to  no« 
minate  Corn ut us  %  as  guardian  to  one  of  her  daughters. 
From  heiice  we  find,  that  guardians  were  appointed,  upon 
fecond  marriages,  to  the  children  of  the  firfl  hufbandj  pro- 
bably one  to  each,  child  ^  and  that  the  confuls  had  the  nomi- 
nation and  appointment  of  thofe  guardians. 

^W^  infenatum^  jus  dicendi  pit9 :  '^  I  came  into  the  fenate, 
^^  and  inunediately  aiked  leave  to  fpeak."  Pliny  took  the 
earUeft  opportunity  of  aikii^  leave  to  fpeak.  Such  a  requeft 
feems  to  have  been  neceilary,  when  a  fenator  wa&.defirous  to 
fpeak  out  of  his  turn,  at  an  irregular  time,  before  the  coofinl 
had  called  upon  him  to  give  his  opinion  in  his  place  '^,  m^idi 
laft  cuftom  was  the  effaibliihed  method  of  proceeding,,  and  is 
diftinguiihed  afterwards  in  this  letter,^  as  the  tmpus  cmfendi. 
Pliny  was  indulged  in  his  requeft,  and  he  probably  begatf 
bis  fpeech  in  fo  florid,  or  compUmental  a  manner,  that  it  was 
received  with  the  utmoft  .applaufe ;  till  he  attempted  to  defcribe 
the  crime,  ai)d  the  perfon,  who  had  committed  it,, in,  co- 
lours, that  rendered. the  criminal  notorious,  even  without 
having  been,  named.  An  univerial  uproar  arofe  u^on  the 
occafion  ^  ^  and  Pliny  was  .prevented  from  purfuing  the 
thread  of  his  harai^ue.  Confdous  guilt  was, the.  fource.pf 
this  interruption.  The  fenators  dreaded  all  enquiries,  into 
their  former  conduct    And  although  Pliny  remained  com^ 

'. ' 

*  Anoal.  lib.  16.  cap.  .14. 
^    ^.Book  4.  Ep.  ZK  ^bpok.7.  ep,  19. 

«  Datum  fe  a  con/ulibus  tutor  em  liz^v  iDii  flitt  petentihus  matre 
ejus  et  *vitrico, 

^  Ubi  ccepi  crimen  atttngert^  reum  defiinare^  adhuc  t  amen  fine  nomjine^ 
^ndique  mfbi  reclamari^ 
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poftd  and  refolute^  amidft  Aeir  damonrs  snd 
yet  be  was  filcnced ;  or,  to  ufe  a  paifiamentaij  txfreffibxiv^ 
tiwi  r^/i>4  f«(  9riir  by  ^  totifui  "^  who  told  him  h^  ihoold^ 
fpeak  in  his  turn,  when  the  time  came,  that  his  ftntimeriti  wwf 
to  be  deooanded :  which  was  fo  idx  from  being  a  grant  of  li^'^ 
vour,  that  Pliny's  anfwer detaermines  it  to  have  been  a  ihatter 
gf  ri|ht  and  cuftom,  permijerh  quod  uf que  aMyc  emntith  fn*4 
mifijti :  **  You  will  not  deny  mc  the  fame  privilege,  whid^ 
f*  IS  allowed  to  all  others/'  '^* 

^4?/^  Certo  quaficenJoTia  imrratur:  **CoRNU^US  Ttifcw 
^  TULLUS  was  of  opinion,  that  CxRTUs  ought  to  reoeiviK- 
^<  fome  mark  of  infamy,  in  as  public  a  manner,  as  if  he  haii 
5*  been  d^raded  by  the  cetrfors."    The  cenforial  poweir  wM 
very  extennve.     The  fhorteft  -and  bcft  account  of  tSiefe  oBELt' 
cers  is  given  by  Liv^y.     Idem  bic  annus  cenfura  itdthimfuii^^ 
tei  a  parHM  ^igine  wta ;    mia  diinde  fanto  incretmntb  auffa 
fft^  ut  fMTum  aifcipiinaque  Romams  penes  earn  regimmy  fona^ 
tusy  equitumque  centuria^  decor  is  ^  dedecorifque  dif crimen  fok  ^-i 
tione  ejus  magiftratusy  publicorum  jus^  privatorumque  bcorinL 
ft  ve^igalia  pepuli  Romania  fuh  nutu  atqui  arbitrio  effim^^ 
^  This  fame  year  [of  Rome  three  hundred  and  twehn^  ga^ 
^*  rife  to  the  cenforfhip.    The  office  in  the  begtnnim  was 
^  inconilderable,   but  the  jurifdi£tion  of  it  afterwaru  «n^ 
t^  creafed  to  fucb  a  height,  that  die  morals  and  dsifcipliiie  of 
f^  the  Rbman  people  were  under  die  diredion  of  the  cen-^' 
^^  ibrs.    The  fenate,  and  die  centuries  of  the  knights^  wtrd 
**  entu-ely  fubjtded  to  the  power  of  thefe  magiftratfes.  Theji 
^  afcertain^  the  diftindion  of  honour  and  diihonoar  :   an3 
*f  the  privileges  of  public  and  priva^  places.  :  The  taxes  of 
V  the  jKoman  pe(^e  were  allb  under  their  diiie£tion^  and  au^ 
^  th^ty.'^    Cbrtus  muft  havt  been  deeded  out  of  the 
numbei:  of  fenators,  if  he  had  undergone  me  cenibrial  jari& 
l^i£)jom    But  Pliny  lets  us  know^  in  diis  epiftle,  thatthd 
ounifliment,  intended,  was  not  to  zSlt6t  him  in  fats  fenato^ 
jnalt  capacity,  but  to  hinder  him  from  enjoyine  the  donfidi^ 
ihip/  ;The  cffe&s  were  aniwerable  to  the  dciign  ;  PiiNV 
gained  his  point ;  and  another  conful  was  fubfUtuted  in  th|; 
room  of  CiRTus. 

Hac  ilU^   quo  qui/que  ordine  cttabantur  :    **  Thefe  were 
f  f  their  ipeeche^^  delivered  '^  the  cu-der  that  they  wim  call^ 

^  Novi/pme  cofifid  :  Seatndtg  fententia  loco  dices ^  fi  quid  'oqlturis,^ 
>  T**  J^'V"*  liJ^- 4*  cap.  8,  •       ) 

■  ' ^     ■'    '■    .■  «  ed 
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^  ^  mMm***  Py  lUs  eacprefliony  we  fiiid,  that  the  conful 
called  upon  Vfety  (ennf^t  in  his  pJacf  1  apd  accorduig  to  his 
ibtion )  beginniiig  undoubtedly  witji  thpfe  of  the  Arft  rank, 
who  had  pafied  Sirou^  t)ie  higheft,  ^  m(^  hoiiQuraUo 
fmploj^ments  of  the  il$^, 

Fimtur  cdnu:  "  It  was  my  turn  ft|xt."  Puky  was.  of 
praetorian  digiity  at  the  time  of  ^eTe  tranigi^ons,  and  coa« 
loqucntly  h^  i^t  next  to  the  c^nfnlar^^.  He  was  appointed 
praetor  in  tli^  thirty  fecand  year  of  hjs  agp,  ^  in  ti^  tfair<q 
teenth  of  Domxtian's  reign* 

qui  moib  ruiam^^nf ;  t^rUa  (mwerfn  ^fl  mg^Ui  digmtat^m^ 
vd  provMum  arafmih  ^l  ifiiwis  cq^ftantiam  fidtfecuta  .0  z 
^^  It  is  wonderful,  widi  what  attention,  and  what  applaufe, 
*5  thqr  who  before  were  l^od  in  tbeii*  pqjMplaints  ag^ft  m^ 
^  received  my  fpeecb.  So  e^traordinftry  wasthe  turo^.that 
^^  a^ei^ded  either  t^  dig[)ity  of  ^  buiUieft^  whidi  we  were 
^^  traq£i<$ingt  or  the  ^e£l  oS  tbe  of^ation,  or  the  fteadinefir 
^^  of  the  fp^er."  If  rasa  ^s  paragraph,  it  is  evident,  iSoak 
^  Qpialon  ([ivea  by.  ^  (ei^tor  was  not  binding,  and  con- 
duiive.  ip  him.  Pfr  1  n y  had  aafwet^d  Idle  friems  ^  of  C£R-» 
Ti^^  HI  fo,  dpqj^eat^  %if^  (q  poweifui  a  manner,  that  diey^ 
in>yMt<)iafely  duupgt^  t^eii  femtiment^,  aod,.  from  reaibn  ana 
oynvjuSioay  bec^e  cQi^y^rts  to  the  perfon,  wiiom  they  had 
oppoiCiBd.  Such  an  unj^^d  fn^nner  q(  proceeding  gives  ua 
a  moil  exalted  idea  of  thofe  f^turs^  who  could  candidly^ 

}v^  up  their  firft  ^YQWed  opinio^),    and  ingenuoufly  ooaf«. 

lift  thea^lves  in  tbi^  wrpng.  Of  aJl  felf-conquefts,  diis  li 
tiie  moft  difficult  Examples  of  the  kind  are  feMom  to  ho 
Effxincedy  either  ao^ORg  individuals,  .or  \xi  a  pi^blic  ailbably* 
'J^hey  ie^i^  to  have  bec^  extr^oifdin^,  even  in  the  fenate  ot 
Home  }.  ^flid  tjiorefpr^  Pi^WY  vm.  loaded  wiJdi  congratuiadH 
ons,  as  having  refcutjd  the  fy^iaor^,  frooa  the  gsneral  repioacb. 
of  a£Hng  partially,  in  all  cafes,  in  which  any  members  of  the 
fenate  were  concerned  **• 

Vbiento  ^  wasthe.only  perfbn,  upm  whom  the  eloquence 
ef  our  author  bad  no  eSoA.    The  motion  made  by  Pliny, 

^^^dniipu/e»atmmin*vidia  liBeraJhffy  cudjfagr^dt  apudwr* 
Jims  aUos^  qwd  fi^oerm  in  ceteros,  fiftatorivui  jfbSs,  ^mtdatiwi 
fuafi  mutua,  fararet.  -> 

«  He  was  «af  of  Ae  chief  favorites  of  Nbrva.  See  book  4* 
ep.  22.  ^ 
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•ltd  irstfafied  bf-tfae  fenate,  is  not  particniirly 
Whslever it  wasy  Vei^Hto  endeavooredtoc^pofete^  Wtt 
his  endarvoars  were  to  no  plirpofe.-  When  he  found  Mm^ 
ielf'difappcMnted,  and  oviertionl  by  die  unanimit]r<^'liijfc^^ 
nate,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  tribunitial  audionty  *,  yiilMk 
had  long  lain  dormant,  and  for  many  yean  had  beenlbMr*- 
cd  upon  rather  as  an' office  of  digni^^'tban  of 'poWitr^. 
The  tribune  Mukena,' with  great  quicknefk^  afluined  tl^ 
aothoricy  of  bis-  ftation^'  and  immediately  cried  out,"  JdT^ 
konourable  Veiento,  /  give  you  Uave  t^fpioi.  So  bdd^ii 
Aepy  delivered  at  fuch  a  time,  and  in  fiich  a  inatnner,  >^feem6 
to  ha¥e  occafioned  ibme  confiifion,  as  Flint  ad^,'f«)Kt 
fmqui  ndamatur  :  ^*  A  very  great  clamour  iJannediately-eA^ 
••  fued."  ■  r     ^  • '    '     '  :^ 

^^  Inter  meras  anfid^  citatis  nomnibusy  etferniht  Sfti^^miiL 
mtHtJenatum :  ^^  The  conful,  during  thefe  interru^oilfl^  Hie 
^  dimrenoe  of  opinions  being  now  terminated,  called  dvcs: 
^*  die  names,  and  diiinifled  die  fenate."  The  expreSidi^^ 
ititer  moras  J  probably  refers  to  the  delays  and  c6Aft^^tfoff|^^ 
into  which  the  fenate  was  thrown,  by  the  uneKpe£):ed  thteit 
#f  Veibmto,  and  die  more  fiAprifmg  anTwer  c^  MtiitlBi^'A; 
The  oonful,  with  great  fa^acity,  haftened  to  call'-  ov^  ^^' 
names  of  the  voters^  and  to  difmifs  die  ai&mbly  ^  '-  At-tK<^ 
fiune  time,  when  the  conful  called  over  their  riames^'it  inlnift 
neceQarily  have  b^en  the  cuftom  to  take  their  nmi^bert^ 
Otberwife,  if  their  numbers  happened  to  be  neir  an  equalihr^' 
he' oould  not  have  known  on  which  fide  the  mdjprfty^  i^H' 
But  this. was  not  the  prefent  cafe,  fince  almoft  tha  wfitSi^  l^i 
sate -was  unanimous  with  Pliny*  The  Word  4^fieffi6'^ 
figntfies  an  agreement  to  die  fentiments  of  anodi^f^'  or  v^t*^ 
ing  with  anodier  perfon  in  confequence  of  his  opinion.  R 
is  properiy  a  Jeparture  from  any  place  ;  and  ih  ilkAt  fehfe  it 
anfwcrs  to  the  method  of  voting  m  die  Roman  Ychate  j 

^  Rfigo  patrej  C  tie  me  cogatis  imflorare  auxilium  irthumrrttm, 
k  See  book  i.  epift.  33.  and  the  obfenrations  on  diat  epiftle.  ' 
c  4  (udden  revival  of  die  tribunitial  power  might  have  been  of 
dangerous  confequence. 

*  Di/cedere  in  fenUntiam^  eft  alicujus  fententiam  afprohore,  Mos 
emm  erat  anti^uorum^  quum  in  tantofenatorum  tpimero,  longumforet 
^nguhrum  fententias  amdire^  eos  tantum^  qm  cateris  dignitate  ante- 
ceUebanty  Jententiam  rogare^  deinde  duabus  trihufque  jam  diSis  fen* 
tentiis^  reliqiii  ad  ees^  quorum  j^dicio  /ub/friMfint,  tranfihant. 
^brqs.  Calepini. 

^here^ 
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where,  vAxea  two  different  opinions  were  nuuntodned  upos 
the  fame  argunaent:^  the  chief  Speakers  divided,  and  went  to 
oppofite  fid^  of  the  houfe.  The  followers.  *  of  each  par^ 
4|uittQd  .their  own  feats  [MfitdiboHt']  and  went  over  to  their 
leaders  \  in  which  new  utuation  they  gave  their  votes,  by 
aniwering  to  their  names,  when  called  upon  by  the  conful. . 
'  ^Ei  ttldtUmm  fuiimn  de  ei  Cjcsar  ad  fenatum  nonnmijk: 
^^  <  The;  emperor  did  not  afterwards  fend  any  mandate  to  the 
V  'fenate,  for  a  farther  accufation  againft  him/'  The  rda^ 
ttQ  muft  fignify  in  ^s  placp  a  particular  order  froni  Nbri(A; 
to  the  fenate,  to  take  a  farther  cognizance  of  the  Crimea, 
alledged  s^inft  P.  Cert^s,  who  was  already  accufed,  or 
rather  cenfured  publicly  in  fuch  a  manner,  a$  mi^t  have 
drawn  on  a  formal  acaifation,  if  the  emperor  had  fent  a 
mandate  [nktimim']  for  that  purpofe.  In  this  infhnce  may 
be  ieea  w  miferable  flate  of  flavery,  to  which  the  fenate 
was  i^uced ;  when  the  fenators  were  reftrained  frpm  pafir 
ing  judg^sment  in  any  caufe,  that  had  not  been  referred  to 
tiieni  by  the  emperor  himfelf .:  and  from  thence  arofe  the 
queftion,  which  was  put  to  Pliny,  when  he  firfl  began  to 
touch  upon  d>e  enormities  of  Certus,  one  of  whofe  misnd» 
immediately  exclaimed,  ^ts  eft  ante  nlationetn  reus?  **  Wh6 
^^  is  ever  accufcdyuntii  the  emperor  has  referred  his  accufatioli 
*^  to  the  fenate  ?"  The  only  advantageous  difference  accnt- 
in^  to,the.f^nAte|  in  the  alternate  reigns  of  good,  or  ^f  bad 
pnnqes^-.fcipms  to  hfive  been  in  this  particular;^  diat,  daiing. 
th^  Common  of  the  former,.. die  fenators  were  pennitted  to 
fpea^  th^ir  Sentiments  freely  upon  thofe  points,  wiiidi  were 
referred. to  ^ir  cognizance,  and  confideration  rbut  during 
the  tyranny  of  the  lattec^  they  were  ut^rly  prohibited  fro^ 
41  freedom  of  (beech,  and  every  fhadow  of  liberty-;  -  beii^ 
a?.  defcri^MMl  by  rhWY^  curia  irefida^  et  iltnguis^  :  '<  A  timid 
"  and  fpeecHlefs  afTcmblyi" 

*  Thefe  tacit  voters  were  qdled  fedani,     ^a  ire  in  fenatum  J^- 
diiuf  £cetantkr.  .  - 

»>  Vide  epillr.  14.  Hbr8,  — 
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P  t  INY  to  COENBLIirS^  TaCIT'ITS. 

ALtbough  you  do.  wt  c^  to  he^  yc»tf  drvn 
praiifes^  yet  I  never  employ,  my  pen  with^  mottf 
ftacerky,  than-  when  I  am  comnieftding  ycnr,  Whei-' 
ther  we  (hall  be  taken  notice  qf,  in  future  a^ss,  I  can- 
itot  determine  :  but  undoubtedly  our  mutual  ftqdifii 
aiad  labours,  and  the  reforfl^  which  we  pay  to  poftc-^^ 
rity,  (%  I  will  not  be  fo  vaai  a$  tp  menti<^  gwr  wK)t 
ou£^  to  entitte  ms  to  a  certain  degree  of  itputstiaiu 
Let  us  proceed  bowcvier,  in  the:  nime  asianner^  «hie 
we  h^e  begun)  which,  j^thoug^  it  has  adva^ee4 
Isqt  few  pafens  to  any  he^t  *of  fame  and  f^mr 
dour,  yet  it  has  drawn  many  out  of  darlu^ej&»  wjA 
jrfdbi^  them  from  oblivion^    FajrcwelL 


•  I-.  •  ■ 


•  ■ •■ ,  * 
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-*Sleven  cfpSS^  are  extant  ftom  PttMT  taTAcrrittl,  «kf 
Hrhidi,  this  is  the  laft.  Thfottg^ut  the  whole  ferf<«  iS 
Aefe  letters,  even  wfcc^  tftey  are  jjt^oti  the  moft  triflfajg  fiib-^ 
jfefls,  Ae  ftria  unioa  fubfiftihg  bkwtai  Ac  two  auttorsis 
ft'  vcnr  evident,  liiat  they  might  "be  provcrbW  iriftanc^  of 
fiHteirf4itp.  TJji^e  amidth  Py^diahsts  b^en  more  cel^brat^ 
UA  eouli  not  be  more  fincase.  They' wrote'  in  ct>nJunid;idA 
with  eacH  other  j  but  the  feveral,  pieces  »  are  nddicf  afeerr. 
tained,  nor  have  reached  our  times; 

* 

&  By  the  laft  paragraph  in  the  original' epiftTe  [J^^  «^  /jcyr^  m 
hcem^  &c.]  we  xnay  prefume  (hey  were  biogiraphical. 


W^lk  ■>  -'.>  ' 
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E  PI  S  T  L  E     XV. 

# 

Pliny  ft  PoMPFius  Falco, 

I  Took  refuge  in  Ituf^cm^i  in  hopes  to  pafi  fomp 
time  there,  to  my  own  fatbfa£tion  :  but  even  my 
J^nfian  territories  aftord  no  fuch  indulgence.  For  1 
am  perpetually -difturbed  by  a  number  of  papers,  aiid- 
complaints  brou^t  to  me,  by  my  farmers.  I  read' 
thefe  memorials  even  with  niore  relu6tance,  tlutn  X' 
read  my  own  works,  which,  at  prefent,  are  not  Veiy 
agreeable  to  me  ^  for  I  am  employed  in  reviling  cer« 
tain  fmall  treatifes,  that,  by  length  of  time,  are  be- 
come infipid  and  dif^eeable.  : 

My  accounts  are  as  entirely  neglefted,  as  when  I 
am  abieat*  However,  I  now  and  then  get  on  horSb^ 
back,  and  feemi  to  ad  the  part-  of  a  carefiol  hufhand(> 
man,  by  riding  through  my  fieUs ;  but  I  ride  throu^ 
them  haftily, :  wd.  only  for  exercifc.  Continue  m^ 
me  your  old  oiftom  of  returning,  iii  exchange  for 
X^y  rural  news,  an  apcouot  of  tranfa6i:ioii&  at  Rsmu, 
Adieui 


\ 


OBSERVAtTOKS. 

By  the  M^iofe  turn  of  this  epiftle,' and  indeed  of  f(?vcrrf 
others  of  the  fame  kind,  we  find  iii  it,,  that  hcgleft,  surf 
inattention  to  lyioney,  which,  although  laudable  in  compa- 
rifon  of  avarice^  oftei^  carries  with  it  pernicious,  if  not  de- 
ftruftive  confequences.  No  man  whatever  can,  with  di^ 
leaft  tbcurity,  withdniw  himielf  from  the  cares,  and  aftditity 
pf  his  private  fortune:  and  although  Pmvy  ieeins ^  ^yualojr 
that  by  riding,  or  radier  galloping  dirough  bis  fie^, .  he 
inaintaim  the  ipeciou3  afpe£t'of  an  induftrious  landlord,  and 
fkillful  hufb^ndma^,  he  is  certainly  miftaken  in  the  f^ppo* 
lition.  His  fiurmcors;  and  dependants  were  as  capable  to  difi 
cover  his  deficds,  ^v^  ^nocance,  iO'their  ^]liere  of  learning, 
fu  he  could  diic^i^yer  tl^  want  of  Jcaowledge  in  his  own 
|fa£ls  of  literate.    Thfxv  i^  a  iC^its^n  wU£>jn,  an4  ciuir 

ning. 
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ning,  in  that  lower  clafs  of  people,  that  can  outreach  the 
deepeft  philofophers,  and  the  compleateft  fcholars  in  the 
world :  the  moft  aukward  hind  is  not  to  be  deceived  by  out- 
ward appearances,  and  afFedlatlons.  Their  eyes,  are  thie  eyes 
of  nature ;  and  they  fee  diftinftly  all  the  objefb,  that  tend 
either  to  their  prefervation  or  deftruftion.  Self-intereft  is 
their  infGii^l ;  and,  like  other  inftinfts  in  the  brute  crea- 
tioii,  it  o&en  guides  them  with  a  fteadier  hand,  than  reafbn. 
When  they  meet  with  a  landlord  of  Pliny's  difpofitiori,  they 
fail  not  to  torment  him  with  memorials,  and  petitions ;  a 
fare  method  to  gain  from  a  ftudious,  or  a  generous  itaan, 
diofe  points^  which  could  not  be  obtained  by  a  lefs  tetzing 

"     '         EPISTLE     XVI. 

PlINV  to    MaMILI  ANUS. 


4     .• 


I 


AM  not  in  the  Icaft  llirprized,  when  your  hunt- 
_  ing  afforded  you  fuch  vaft  plenty  of  game,' that 
you  mould  be  infinitely  pleafed  with  the  fport ;  elpe- 
dallyi  as  you  tell  me,  m  the  hiftorical  ftyle,  that  the 
fliain  were  innumerable.  I  have  neither  leifure,  nor 
inclination  for  hunting ;  no  leifure,  becaufe  my  vint- 
age is  upon  my  hands  ;  no  inclination,  becaufe  the 
vintage  is  fmall.  I  fhall  fend  you  therefore  new  verfes, 
inflead  of  new  wine  :  and  as  you  afk  for  them  in  the 
mofl  genteel  manner  poffible,  they  fhall  be  fent  to 
you,  as  iToon  as  their  fermentation  is  over.    Adieu. 

'     OBSERVATIONS. 

•  Hj/hrmtum  morefcribas  numtrum  inhri  non  potuijfi :  •*  JJk^ 
V  Our  hiftorians,  you  -fay,  that  the  number  of  flain  is  bcr 
^  yoni  computation."  This  expreffion  feems  to  hint,  that 
die  hiftorical  accounts  relating  to  the  nurii1)ers,  of  whidi 
die  antient  armies  are'faid  to  confifl,  were^  looked  upon} 
cveij  in  Pliny's  days,  as  exaggerated  and  ftbulous.  They 
appear  to  us,  indeed,  incrcfdible,  especially;  if  we  obfenr^ 
that  the  fevend  hiftorfans  feldom  agree  among  themfelvds,  {(i 
|he  exift  iniinbcr*   Tbe-army  of  Afiitxes  i$^= }  beUeve,  ge»> 

ner^fy 
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neralhr  allowed  to  have  been  the  greateft  colledion  of  land 
and  (ea  forces,  that  were  ever  brought  together.     Corns- 
Lius  Nepos  makes  the  land  army  to  confift  of  above  a 
million.    The  fea  forces,  he  tells  us,  were  twelve  hundred 
pien  of  war,   and  two  dioufand  other  veflels  *•    Justiw 
fpces  it  exa£Uy  to  a  million ;  feven  hundred  thoufand  of  die 
king's  fubje£cs,  and  three  hundred  thoufand  auxiliaries  \' 
Herodotus  diiFers  again  from  both  thefe  authors.    He 
lays,  the  land  forces  amounted  to  feventeen  hundred  thou- 
fand men ;  and  the  fhips  were  twelve  hundred  and  feven  \ 
The  military  force  of  Darius,  next  to  that  of  Xerxes^ 
is  the  moft  numerous  army  upon  record.     But^  if  we  look 
into  the  accounts  of  it  by  Q^Curtius  *,  Justin  %  Plu- 
tarch %  and  Arrxan  ',  we  fliall  find  diem  all  different; 
What  credit  then  can  be  given  to  arident  hiftory  ?    Cer- 
tainly, if  we  confider  the/e  various  reprefentadons  of  the 
fame  faft,  we  muft  agree  with  Pliny,    in  his  obfervadon 
upon  Mamilianus,  who^  when  he  affirmed,  that  the  game 
taken  by  him  was  numberlefs,   only  talked  in  the  ft^e  of 
an  andent  hiftorian. 

a  Cornel.  Nep.  Themiftocles,  cap.  x.  >  Lib.  2.  cap.  iq»  - 

*  Herodot.  lib.  7.  *  Lib.  3.  cap.  4,  •  Lib.  11.  cap.  9, 

'  De  nnta  Alexandri.  «  De  expedite  Alixam.  lib.  a. 

Arrian  was  a  later  writer  than  Flinv  :  he  lived  in  the  reign  of 
Adrian. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XVIL 
Pliny  to  Julius  Genitor. 

I  Have  received  your  letter,  in  which  you  fay,  that 
a  moft  elegant  fupper  was  difagreeable  to  you, 
becaufe  bufibbns,  laicivious  dancers,  and  jefters'  were 
playing  their  tricks  around  the  table.  Will  you  never 
teniit  a  grain  of  your  feverity  ?  It  is  true,  I  havtt 
none  of  ni^  diverfions :  b\it  I  bear  them,  in  thofit 

Ssrfbns,  to  whom  they  are  acceptable.  A/VTiy  then 
ould  not  I  have  them  myfelf  ?  JBecaufe  the  toftnefs 
of  the  lafcivious  dancer,  the  infolence  of  the  buffoon, 
and  die  folly  of  the  jeftor,..  aSbrd  nie  neither  no* 

velty. 
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iio¥eky»  nor  fsleaiiire.  .  In  ^s  particular,  I  $un  not 
^  you  an  account  of  my  judgement,  hut  of  my 
LQon*  And  th^refbrd  you  tnav  be  certain,  thtt 
tJie  eittert^ments,  by  which  you  and  I  are  captiyaied^ 
and  aom^,  muft  appear  to  j(ev:era]  of  our.acquaintr* 
ance,  ndther  wiiely,  nor  well  cho&n.  It  is  obfervabLei 
ihat  many  people,  as  ibon  as  a  reader,  a  muJdciant 
or  a  player  %  is  introduced,  immediately  call  for  their 
fliocs  * :  Or,  if  they  continue  at  table,  ftay  there  in 
as  iineafy  a  fituation,  as  you  exprefs  at  th^  fig^t  (to 
ufe  your  own  appellation  )  of  thefe  monftcrs.  Let 
us,  therefore,  grant  indulgence  to  the  olcaliircs  of 
others,  that  we  may  obtsgia  from  them  u^  fame  iji» 
diligence*    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

In  former  ages,  and  even  in  the  laft  oentuvy^  di6  klam 
had  his  jefter,  and  every  great  man  had  his  fooL  Thc^ 
p^onajges  are  introduced  by  Ben  Johnson,  as  the  dome* 
ftic  delighte  of  Volpone,  who,  in  an  extafy  of  joy,  crits 
out. 

Call  forth  my  dwarf,  my  eunuch,  and  my  fool,         -^ 
And  let  'em  make  oie  fport.    What  fhoud  I  do. 
But  cocker  up  my  ginius^  and  live  free 
Tq  all  delists  my  fortime  calls  me  to  ? 

The  fool,  and  dwarf,  are  out  of  &{hion ;  but  the  charms 
of  the  eunych  fiill  prevail.  •  His  voicc^  like  the  voice  ^ 
Amphion>  draws  together  a  numerous  audience,  the  grea$- 

*  Pliny,  in  the  fifteenth  epilUe  of  the  6A  hpok;»  dpfcobii^ 
an  entertatnment,  wMch  he  h^d  pr^p^ed  tor  his  fiiiencU  at  )m 
own  boufe^and  from  which  Sbftitxvs  Clarus  had^b^en  abfe^ 
inebdoQs  thefe  particular  performers,  as  introdoced  by  his  Own 
^xrd^oii$,  to  exhihuate  the  dtverfions  of  the  night :  jhfdijfti  /#• 
mtgdiSi  W  le&onm^  9)ilfyriftaty  ^c.  And  tixf  are  mentknsd 
iqpdn  by  him  m  the  thirty  iixth  epiiUe  of  thi^  book. 

^  When  the  Romans  laid  down  to  table,  thev  pulled  off*  theii^ 

rent :  fays  one  of  tibe  commentaton.  .    .    j  .'j . 

eft 
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tft  part  of  whom  would  poffiUy  be  cMttparod^  by  GBVt^ 
^bit,  in  die  Csurenxy  of  big  dilpofitton)  to  die  ftocks  and 
ftones  of  TbebiSy  attraded  by  ^e  enchuitiiig  power  <^  the       i 
fongfter,  without  underftanding  one  fyllable  of  the  fong* 

The  indelicate  and  vitiated  entertunments  oS  the  Romans 
are  of  a  nature  to  be  pafTed  over,,  if  poffible,  in  eternal  fi- 
lence. 

EPISTLE    XVIIL 

PtINY  to  SaBINITSa 

YOUR  letter  convinces  me,  with  what  a  degree 
of  application^  ftudy,  and  ftrength  of  memory, 
you  have  read  my  book.  Ail  trouble,  therefore,  will 
be  owing  to  youifelf,  fince  you  entice,  and  in^te  me 
to  communicate- to  you^  as  many  of  my  works  as  pof- 
fible.  I  fhall  obey  :  but  I  will  fend  them  in  parcels, 
tod  in  fome  manner  idigefted  ;  left  by  too  large,  or 
tob  laboribui  a  portion,  I  ihould^  fatigue  your  memo- 
ry, to  wiiich  I  am  lb  deeply  indebted  :  nor  would  I 
wUUnj^y  overburden  you  in  liich  a  manner,  as  tp 
ebKge  you  to  le^ve  jpartkular  parts  Ibr  the  ^o})^ 
and  to  quit ^xnpt]^  the  b^nnmg,  in  ahafty  pur- 
iliit  of  what  is  to  follow^    Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fiilded  of  this  ftort  ktte^r  is  tmich  tke  Ame  wiOi  the 
Second  cptvle  of  this  book.  SAftiNOs  iiad  joined  the  hsam^. 
ed  and  militsay  iciences  in  h^  own  hreaft^  a  frequent  and 
a  noble  cbacaii^er  among  the.  Romans  S  The  offiqers  of  our 
own  lidtion  are  taken  away  from  the  purfuit  of  their  fiudi^ 
In  fb  ^^If  ii  j[)art  of  their  lives,  that  they  ieUom  appwr 
ftich.pe^^  rtwftcrs  of  feerature,  as  of  arms  :  but,  if  Siey 
iftre  not  me  iAoft'ldtttidl,  th^  are  certainly  die  politeftidt 
•of  Jtten  in  the^Mtkn.  Courage  ketca  to  fnppty  tte  ddS:^ 
;cicncy  cf  feacatng,  and  firom  the  ibcote  of  itsiMti  viitiio^ 

a  Set  tU  oUiarmiait.  upon  the  fiMeimh  ^f»Abl  «of  the  firft 
book. 

to 
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to  givjS  a  natural  and  noble  fund  of  humanity,  i^hich^  pcr*t» ' 
haps,  is  more  than  equal  to  the  greateft  acquifitions^/duit 
<ca&  l)e  obtained  from  books* 

EPISTLE     XIX. 

Pliny  to  Cremutius  Ruso*. 

YO  U  inform  me,  that  you  have  read,  in  one  of 
my  letters  \  an  infcription,  which  Verginxus 
RuFus  commanded  to  be  placed  upon  his  tomb. 

RuFus,  who  ViNDEX  overcame. 
Lies  buried  in  this  tomb : 
,  To  empire,  he  preferred  his  fame, 
To  nis  own  merits,.  Bjm^. 

You  cenfure  him  for  fuch  a  command  ;  and  you 
add.  Front  IN  us  aded  in  a  better,  and  more  unbi* 
afled  manner,  by  forbidding  any  monument  whatfoever 
to  be  eredted  to  himfelf.  In  the  latter  part  of  your 
letter,  you .  require  my  opinion  upon  thefe  two  aiflfe- 
rent  commands.  I  bore  a  true  aSedion  to  both  the 
men.  I  admired  moft  the  perfon,  whom  you  cca^ 
lure ;  and  I  admired  him  fo  much,  that  I  thought  he 
never  could  be  fufEciently  praifed.  Yet,  I  now  find 
myfelf  under  a  neceflity  or  defending  him.  I  loot- 
upon  all  thoie,  who  have  done  fome  noble  and  m^mo* 
Fable  adtion,  as  not  only  to  be  pardoned,  but  to  be 
praifed  in  dieir  purfuit  of  that  immortal  charader, 
which  they,  have  deferved  ;  and  in  their  particular 
defire  of  perpetuating,  by  monumeiital  inscriptions, 
the  acknowledged  glory  of  their  names.  Nor  can  I 
believe,  that  it  will  be  eafy  to  find  a  perfon,  who,  after 
having  aded,  in  a  manner  equally  great  with  Vergi- 
Nius,  would  be  equally  modeft  in  ipeaking  of  his 

•Scebook6.  cp.  23.        .   ^  Book  6.  ep.  20. 

own 
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b\vn  merit.  I  am  a  witnefs  of  what  I  have  now  ad- 
vanced. I  enjoyed  his  good  opinion  and  afFe6Hon ;  X 
was  admitted  to  his  familiarity  ;  and  I  never  heard 
him,  except  once,  mention  his  own  aftions.  It  was 
in  anfwer  to  Cluvius,  whoi  in  a  difcourfe  with  him, 
faid,  *'  You  muft  be  fenfible,  Verginius,  of  the 
**  ftrift  fidelity,  which  an  hiftorian  ought  to  pbferve : 
I  muft  entreat  your  pardon  therefore,  if  in  my  hi*  . 
ftory,  you  find  fome  circumftances  not  perfedUy 
agreeable  to  you/*  To  which  he  replied,  *'  I  hopcj 
Cluvius,  you  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  wliatever  I' 
**  have  done,  was  with  a  view,  that  hiftorians  might 
be  at  perfe6t  liberty  to  write  in  the  manner,  which 
they  thought  proper/*  And  now  let  us  compare 
I  fame  Frontinus,  in  this  particular  point,  where 
you  think  him  more  modeft,  and  reftrained,  than 
KuFus.  He  ordered,  that  no  monument  fhould  be 
erefted  to  him :  but,  what  terms  did  he  make  ufe  of, 
in  writing  thofe  orders  ?  Tb€  expences  iff  a  mommnt 
an  needUfs.  If  I  have  deferved  fame^  niy  mempy  can 
mver  perijh.  Are  you  of  opinion,  that  it  is  more 
modeft,  to  let  the  whole  univerfe  read  [in  his  works] 
that  a  man*s  memory  is  to  laft  for  ever,  than  to  fig* 
nalize  a  partiailar  adtion  by  a  couple  of  vcrfes,  upon 
a  particular  tomb-ftone  ?  However,  I  did  not  pro* 
pofe  to  cenfure  Frontinus,  but  to  defend  RtrFt7$  : 
and  how  can  I  devife  a  better  defence  for  him,  than 
by  comparing  him  with  the  perfon,  whom  you  pre- 
fer ?  According  to  my  judgement,  neither  of  then^ 
arc  to  be  blamed:  Each  was  equally  defirous  of 
glory  5  each  purfued  it  in  a  different  manner  i  the 
one,  by  requiring  the  honours,  which  were  due  td 
him  ;  the  other,  by  fceming  to  defpife  them.  Fare* 
well. 
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OBSERVATIONS.. 

The  monument  olf  VfikciNios  Rufus  is  defcrlbed  In^the 
tenth  epiftl'e  of  the  flxth  book.  His  charaAer,  His  deaths  and 
his  public  funeral,  are  the  entire  fubjeft  of  Pliny'3  firft  epi- 
ftle  in  the  fecbnd  book.  In  the  obfervations  upon  that  letter, 
'  ibme  part  of  his  ftory  is  curforily  hinted  at :  here  It  may  be 
more  fiilly  related. 

L.  Verginius  Rufus  was  governor  of  the  upper  Ger- 
ihany,  at  the  time  when  Galb  a  ^  had  followed  the  example 
of  Julius  Vindex  \  and  had  raifed  confiderable  forces,,  in 
oppofition  to  the  outrage  of  Nero.  The  forces  of  Galea 
Were  Spaniards  ;  thofe  of  Vindex  were  Gauls  :  the  people 
of  both  tfiefc  iprovinces  had  been  fo  .cruelly  harai&d>  and  (6 
exorbitantly  taxed,  that  they  revolted  with  the  utmoft  alatri- 
tf  agalnft  their  emperor.  In  the  mean  time,  Veilgikiu? 
Rufus  had  under  his  command  the  mod  experienced,  md ' 
the  beft  difciplined  legions  in  the  whole  Roman  empire,  fid 
was  known  to  be  a  man,  who  bore  an  entire  abhorrencKlto 
the  intolerable  tyrannies,  that  had  been  fucctfsfiilly  pn^« 
fed  by  Kfiio.  AH  eyes  therefore  were  turned  upon  the 
iconduA  of  Verginius,  which,  at  firft,  feemed  very  doubt-^ 
ful  and  refervcd.  He  refufed  to  declare  himfelf  for  Galba^ 
and  he  marched  in  oppofitiop  to  Vindex.  The. two  at* 
mies,  when  they  came  in  reach  of  each  other,  forced  their 
generals  to  fuffer  them  to  engage  ^.  Vindex  was  entirely 
overcome,  and,  upon  his  defeat,  put  an  end  to  his  own  life. 
The  tro9p8  of  VBfRGiNius  immediately  faluted  him  as  em- 
peror, and  offered  to  Carry  him  triumphantly  to  Rome.  He 
Was  dtfcerided  of  an  equeftrian  family,  and  his  virtues  and 
accomplJfhments  were  fuch,  as  had  been  long  eftabliihed  and 
admired.  He  had  all  the  pretenfions  to  empire,  that  either 
family,  or  merit  could  aiTcmble.  Notwithftanding  thefe  cir- 
cumltances,  he  rqe6ied  the  offer  with  moft  exemplary  firm- 
nefs,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  *'  That  he  not  only  abfo- 
**  lutely  refufed  the  empire  himfelf,  but  would  not  fuffer 
**  any  other  perfon  to  affume  the  imperial  power,  Whb  wis 
•'  not  eledted  to  it  by  the  fenate.*'      A  glorious  refolutiorf, 

»  Galba  was  at  this  time  governor  of  Gal/ia  Tarraconenjls. 
*»  Vindex  was  governor  of  Celtic  Gaul. 

•  pLVTAR-CH  compares  the  two  generals  to  two  charioteers,  who 
liave  no  longer  the  reins  at  command. 

and 
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^d^fiiiph  AS  jdefenrej  tp^  xecorded  to  the  k^ft  generations. 
A$  ilbjPa  as.  letters  ^yep  £ifpm  Rome^  c0ntalaing  the  decree' 
q{  tfefenate  in  £ivour.  of  GaL^a,  h|cjome$l  in  the  giener/d 
i|c;k^owl^^:ient  of  the  choice.  But  Galba  ftill  ret^ned 
f  {\i^p^ffim^  of  VEKGimjjs.  He  was  confcioud  of  Iius  mVit; 
ifiry^  xijfiix^c^y  and  therefore  appointed  Flaccus  Horp$o«* 
irjus  iiounediatety  to,  fycce^  l^im.  Rufvs  received  his  fucr 
ceilof  with  the  gieateft  relped ;  and  chearfujly  refigning  i^c 
cox^maoQ  of  the  anny  to  him,  haftened  to  m,e^  and  at]:end 
the.,n^  emperpr  to  Rpipie.  Galba,  on  .the  arrival,  of 
KC7?-f7S). looked  upon  hunwith  a  diftant  eye;  or,  as  Ftu-^ 
TAROtf  expreiles  it,  ^either  (hewed  him  the  leaft  marie. of 
gr^t^ude,  nor  excrtisd  the  leaft  refento^ent  ag^inft  him  i  ajod 
in,;^  fucceeding  Roubles,  he  lived  ih<  pjergetual  dangen 
The  J$:>ldiers  ftiU  continued  to  offer  him  the  icodipire,  and  he 
ftill  qondnued  to  refufe  th^  offer..  Ilis  delii^  of  their  je-* 
u^  drew  upon  him  their  r^entment ;  and  'hs  fo  entirdl^ 
oft  their  affection,  that  in  the  reign  gf  V^ets^lius,  h^  w«i 
with  aL$culty  prefe^ed  from  being  tQm  tO;pLece9»  Jbytbr 
n?fcn,  w^o  had  .fo  qfteO  Chofe^n  him  as  their  ^mpef)6r.  His 
firft  f el^ii^  wa^  ,undQ)iJbtedlv  nc^le.  :£ut,. whqi  the  dii> 
ftrfi^ion  ofjh^timi^  to  jrequim.  his  ^iftance,  and 

to-admit  q{  no  exc^j^y  h^  .refuial,  ^'  fucb  a  jun<9:ure^  was 
^<^i^.  p^inacy  thfin  .fertitude.  His  1^- Add  calmer  fcents 
of  life  are  aheady  paii^  hy  Pliky,  in  the  moft.attraAive 
colours  *. 

SfiXTUs  Julius  FhoKTInus,  whom  Pliny  fucceeded 
in  the  augurate  \  and  who  is  mentiqned.elfewhere  in  theft 
epiftles  ^,  was  a  learned  civilian  ;  a  great  general,  and  the 
author  of  feveral  treatifes  upon  varigus  fubj|e<^s.  His  four 
books,  entitled  r^mvnfAwrix^e,  contain  iriaxims,  and  ex- 
amples of  ftratagems,  and^conclu<3:  in.^e  management  of  an 
army.  The  work,  althou^  written  compendioufly,  ijiews 
him  a  perfe£l  mafter  in  the  military  art ;  and  many  of  the 
ih>rie^  ^ire  remarlu^e^^pd  entertaijpii)g~;..fi^ei^  oF.^is 
x>ther  writupgs  are  aijiivedrto^us.  He,  commanded  in  Brijiin 
with  great  reputation^  and/^cce^  ;  and^was  Succeeded  in  ths^ 
command,  by  the  famous  .A<?  Wco'l  a. 

Tacitus  fpeaks  of 'FrortinUs  with  great  honour,  and 
fays,  (i^ir  magntts  quantum  licihat)  '*  he  wai)  as  mat  a  man^ 
^*  as  the  times  he  LtedifvpefHUtted  Irnn  to  be  ^. 

»  Book  2.  ep.  I.  *  Book  4.  ep.  8. , .        «  Book  5.  cp.  i. 

*  Vic.  Aowcoi.  cap.'t7.-  '  ' 
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Mah^ u<  CirAUDius  RuFUs,  the  Uftorian  N**^  d 
bapmr  ip  his  d)ara£ler,  that  although  he  w^  one  of  Kcko'p 
chiet'&voiirifes^'and  acquired  much  weahff  from  £bstt1itua^ 
tioni  ytt'Wwarf  herer  kiioWn  to  mjiirrany  man,  or.  tojpcr-* 
petrate  ^liiij  SiA  of  ih^txftice','  or  malevcSence.  Thistfifpdmioff 
is  evident  from  his  excufe  to  Veroinius;  Rufus,  whom 
be  fears  to  have  mentioned  in  his  hiftpnr,  in  a  manner  that 
might  offend  Kmy  fi-quid  in  hifloriti  huts  legis  aliter  ac  veHsy 
r$g»^  ignojcas  :  "If  fome  circumflances-  or  fafts,'not  very 
*•  agreeable  to'  you,  occur  in  your  penilal  of  ipyhifloiy,'  1 
"  fliall  bOpe  for  your  exeuie/*  There,  is  a  dencacy  iirthe 
compliment,  that -difcovers  the  perfeh,''whb  made  it;  ex« 
tremely  fearful  of- giving  offence.  The  anfwer  -of  Ruf  Ds 
is  noble,  •'  You  may  be'  certain,  hiy^  conduit  wa^.i^eitSi's^ 
**  view,  that  authc»^  might  hiave  the  liberty  of  writhig  *in 
**  the  manned  Aey  pleafed :''  AHtidilig  to  the  maxim,,  which 
he  had  eflablifhea;^  of  fufiering-  no  en^ror  to  reigti;  'whd 
was  not  chofeil  by  the  fenale,  and  cenfequently  would  »)^ 
vern  according  •  to -^e  laws  and  liberties  of  Rome.  The 
maxim  in  itfelf  was  excellent,  and  c6idd'  be  only  injurious  by 
the  comtption  of  ^e*  Roman  '^eik^  $  yhofe  i^rvilityand 
Sadulation  might  at  aliy  time  diange;-^!^  molt  virtuous  prihce 
into  a  tyrant.  Verginius  ROF«rs'^d  Julius*  Fronti- 
Nus  appear  to  have  been  two  Romaiis,  i^o  deferve*  jhd« 


»#•  •  f-  •• 


i  I  »   •     ^ 


Buments  as  lifting  as  ^  world,  itfelf; 

.    «  TArfTtry  qii&tel  fome  pxt  of  his  hiftory>  in  the  foorteentk 
book  €f  Ins  aaiiAls,  cap.  t^      .  -  '>■  "'f-*  ^  ■ 


e:  p  Is  T  t  E    XX. 

f  *  •  » 

'  PlinV.  to  Venator/ 

^    .  .         .  -•   .  .  .  ■  ^     - 

«  •  • 

YOUR  letter  was  rendered  more  agrcteabjc  by^the 
lehgth  of  it,  ,el|>ecially  vhen  my  works  were 
•the  whole  fubjeft  of  it.  '  I  am  not  furprized,  that  Uiey 
fliould  pleafe  you,Vwh<fn  your  affedtion  extends  iicJt 
only  to  all  my  writings,,  but  to  myfelf. 

I  am  at  prefent  employed  in  gad^ering  my  vijat^gc  j 

which,  althqugh  fmall,  is  more  plentiful  th^n. I  exp^- 

'ed.   But,  may  I  veifiture  to  fay,  I  anijemployed  in  my 

w  - .  -      .  .:  J  vintage  ? 
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vintage?  when  I  only  now  arid  theft  gather  a  grape, 
Vifit  my  wine-»prefe,:  tafte  niy  new  wine  out  tjf  the 
Vd^s:*,  interrupt' giydomeftics,  whom  I  broiKht 
£h}fh  \Rpme  to  prefidc.  over  my  rural' ^fK^rs,.  axtA  who 
no»r*;^bandon  me  entirdy  to  my  fecretaries  and.  read* 
era.    Adieu.    .       ,     . 


OBSERVATIONS. 

This  is  a  letter  fo  Entirely  pctfonal,  dpineftic,  and  trhrial, 
thatiilot  any  reflexions  bf  erttertainmeftt  can  be  deduced  ftom 
it  The  beginning  of  it  Jstain ;  and  the  latter  part'of  it  is 
obfcure.  Ine  perfoii,  tot  nrfiom  it  is  written,  is  unknown. 
No  other  epiftle  is  addrefled.to  him. 

*  Guftare  de  lacu  muftttnu     To  ufe  the  technical  (erms  of  this 
txpreffioiiy  we  ihould  {ay»  tafte  the  muft  in  the  vai.    * 
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OUR  frecdman,  agabft  whom  you  cxprcflcd 
fo  much  anger,  came  to  me,  and  d^oWing  hini- 
felf  at  my  feet,  remained  there,  as  if  ypu  had  been 
in  my  place.  He  wept  abundantly  ;  he  was  exceed- 
ing earneft  in  aflcing  forgivenefs  j  his  very  lilence  was 
moving  :  in  a  word,  he  convinced  me  of  his  repent- 
ance. And  indeed,  fince  he  is  fenfible  of  his  fault,  I 
believe,  that  he  will  correft  it.  I  know  you  are  very 
^i^gry  >  and  I  alfo  know,  you  have  rcafon  to  be  very 
angry.  But  indulgence  is  never  mgre  laudabk,  :than 
when  the  rnotives^  of  iiidignation  are  greateft.  IPba 
have  formerly  entertained  a  particular  regard  for  tlic 
man,  and  I  hope  you  will  renew  it :  in  die  mean  time; 
let  me  entreat  you  to  pardon  him.  You  can  again.be 
angry  with  him,  if  he  defcrvcs  it ;  and  your  refent-f 
pient  will  be  more  juftifiable,  from  your  remiffion. 
jVf^€  ibme  allowances  .to  his  youth,  tus  teais,  and 

S3  yout 


«Dur  cAvn  good  lutttire.  NJtfchir  kf&j  iilfAt  io^ 
jouifelf,  to-  be  afty  lai%rf'' wawabte.  Fo^  tt.^t* 
ttifld  difpofrtioiV  tte  pafl3oir^f.-»n|cr  ma|t-be-fc 
ftate  of  mifery.  I  am  appnJienfive,  that  tf  J  bfi^ 
iik  t>etitk»i;  as  ifty  owA  r^u^,'I  mayfebtntathef 
to  obtain  it  by  compuifion,  tnan  entreaty  :  hfcVcrthfe^ 
iefs  it  is  a  part,  which  I  cannot  rcfufe  to  aft ;  and  I 
^m  more  ftrongly  fUpported'in  ^uth  an  application,  by 
'  tlie  ftriftncfc  and  fcverity,  witli  which  I  reprijnanded 
Mtti,  ahd  by  thi '  afluranCes,  "which  I  ^ve  hiiur  of 
jttver  interpofing  again  in  bis  favQur.  Thefc  threat^ 
were  necei&ry  to  friglwcn  hwi  :  to  you  I  need  tnilktt 
no  fuch  refolutions  %  fpr  I  mity  a^n,  perhapS}  ti^iifc&t 
my  prefent  requeft  ;  and  perhaps,  may  again  obtairi 
it,  if  the  fiaiture  of  his  offence  be  fuch,  as  may  becom^ 
me  to  incercedei  and  you  to  grant  his  pardon,  Fai^ 
^ell. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

Fronj  a  Icntence  in  this  cpiftlc,  terqutris  entm,  quum  tatif 
lenis  irafcerii,  Sabiniaktus  was  probably  of  tiat  fcind  of. 
character,  whkh,  if  not  veiy  fre^ent,  would  be  very  afio- 
ntihihg-.  jt' goad  mtttireil  man,  butpaJfiBfiate*.  Tht  Mildh^^ 
ffi^ch  isluppofetl  to  be  mhcTent  to  good  nnture,  ieems  ab^ 
lutely  incompatible  with  anger ;  Ana  undoubtedly,  as  I^IN* 
obfecves,  rui^hdi^crentpstfTionsmuftocqifion  great  imearmeA 
in  the  fcreaft  where  thcj-  refide. 

-  In  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  Pliny  tells  his  ffwnc^ 
\rafierh,  fdo,  et  irafcerls  mtrito,  id  quoque  fcia  :  '■^JliaioMf^ 
.*'  you  are  angry ;  and  I  know,  Vbu  have  juft  caiife  'for  youf 
■(•■-^ger."  This  paragraph,  in  fome  meafure,  acciiunts  for 
dx  hen  of  pa]£w,  to  which  good  natured  men  zxtdstat- 
fjmfs  liabljf.'  Thar  difpolitioo-provtpts  tbem  to  the  moft 
ualitniW  a£\s  of  betievolcoce  aod  .Immaoicr  ;  uid 'dfi^ 
^eque^y  meet  with  the  jnoA '  ^og^te&li  ana  ^ifingefhiotili  * 

J  'TptLYj^'ihalettcr-M^TTKivs,  lias thji expreffip*  ifoii^ 
%iafimtiH$,  w  tfriiabiUi 'dmMBi  iff*  sfiimrum  f'f^h^'''¥^^ 
iif3ik^ktiAiki-i'tftffthaae^Ura.ttm,  at  llaJiitm,  aeliilitiiitpb 

)ftfvfiirrpn^ bfitutii.   4ib;^l.#p..i^  ■■■■■-■■>  .■>--.:■■. *"?r.'j^; 

-  -  .  fftHfWf 
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returns.  The  warmefl  emotions,  arc.  pftcn  the  cpnfequ^ncp 
of  fuch  difappointments :  which  poffibly  might  bje  th)s  cafp 
of  Sabinianus,  whofe  nature  was. exceeding  eeneibus  an3 
noble,  fmce  in  the  twenty  fourth  epiftle  of  Ais  book  we 
ihall  find,  that  he  immediately^  liflenied  to  the  entreaties  of 
Pliny,  and  again  received  his  owii  fervant  into  favour, 

EPISTLE    XXII. 

Puny /(?  Cat  iL  JUS  Severus.     . 

TH  E  illnefs  of  Passienus  Paulus  has  affii&ed 
me  to  the  greateft  degree  :  and  indeed,  Ihad 
many  very  juft  reafbns  for  my  uncafinefe. '  He  is  i 
man  of  the  beft  diipojption,  and  the  ^e^teft  virtue  i 
and  he  is  one  of  my  moil  afiedionate  tiieiids;  Be* 
CvkSi  he  not  only  rivab,  but  explains  and  reftores 
the  ancient  authors.  Propertius  is  his  chief  fist- 
vourite :  he  is  defcended  from  him ;  truly  defcendcd. 
In  their  brighteft  features  their  likenefe  is  moft  exadr. 
When  you  perufe  his  elegies,  you  wUl  perceive  a  Jyft- 
nefs,  a  foftnefs,  and  a  gaiety  peculiar  to  the  family  of 
Propertius,  .  ; 

Paulus  lately  applied  himfelf  to  lyric  poetry ;  in 
which,  you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  he  ms  imitated 
Horace,  with  the  fame  nicety,  that  he  imitated 
Propertius  :  fo  that  if  a  fiihilitude  of  geiiius  is  a 
proof  of  affinity,  he  is  as  nearly  related  to  the  former, 
as  he  is  to  the  latter.  His  variety  ispleafing,  his 
tranfitions  arc  beautiful :  he  appears  the  moft  tender 
lover,  and  the  moft  pa(i|onate  mourner. :  his  applaufe 
is  aSedionate ;  his  liumour  engaging  :  in  ihort,  he 
is  as  perfed  in  every  kind  of  writing,  as  if  the 
whole  were  one  pardcular  brariqh.  ^ 

The  illriefi  or  fo' worthy i  ^iid  fo  accpnipKlhcd  -a 
friend,  could  not  -give  to  him  more  coijk)real  pain, 
than  it  his ' (i^cjcrfipni^  ?fixiety  tome :.  but  at 

;l^rgth  we  .ire  bbtl^'r  Congfatjulate  mc^^ 

congratulate  even  l«uMng  j^^  ta  wiidi  his  fick* 

S4  nefs 
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ncfs  threatened  ^s  much  danger,  as  his  recovery  pre* 
mifcs  glory.    Farewell.  /» 

OBSERVATIONS,. 

^  An  unlucky,  but  a  merry  ii;icidcnt,  that  happened  t#  Pas^ 

SIENUS  PauIjUS,  i5  related,  in  the  fifteenth  epiftle  of  the 
fixth  boojc.  -According  to  Pliny's  account  of  him,  he  was 
equal  to  the  ppets  of  the  Auguftan  age.  But  as  Pliny  wa^ 
obferved  to  entertain  too  high  aii  opinion  of  his  friends,  it  is 
not  in^probable,  that  Paul  us  was  one  of  the  inftances, 
Which  might  occafion  fuch  a  refledtiont 
■  Sextus  Aurelius  Propertius,  the  counbyman  and 
jrejation  of  Paulus,  was  bom  at  Mevania^  noyr  Bevagfi^^ 
14  Umbria,  the  prefent  dutchy  of  Spoleto.  He  was  called  the 
Roman  Callimachus  ;  and  flourifhed  near  the  fame  tim<^ 
with  Ov;[D,  Gallus,  and  Tibullus  *.  His  compofiti- 
'ohs  are  amorous  and  elegant.  Lipsius  goes  fo  far  in 
hispraife,  as  to  fay,  Propertium  qui  nonamat^  eum  pra^ 
fe^o  mufte  non  amant :  ^*  He,  who  loves  not  Propertium, 
*?  cannot  be  beloved  by  the  niufes/' 

•  Ovip,  }n  a  defcriptipn  of  his  own  birth  and  family,  and  of 
liis  iwiy  fM^d  immoveable  inclinations  to  tke  mufes,  has  four  lities^ 
that  fettle  the  chronology  of  thefe  poets. 

YiXLOi'Livvi 'vidi  tantttm  I  nee  avara  Tib vllq 

Tempus  amcitia  fata  dederi  mc/g : 
Sj^ccejforfitithictibi^  Galle;  Properties /V/f 

^^rius  ab  his  ferie  temparis  ip/efui. 

*■  .  ■         ' 

E  P  I  S  T  LE    XXIIL 

*  / 

•    ■'         .  * 

* 

Pliny  /^  Maximus. 


«      ■•      V        •       •  ' 


f 

DURING  the  time  pf  my  pleading,  I  have 
often  kpown  the  r^»/«»n;ir/,  after  having  long 
prcferved  their  proper  gfayity  and  authority,  rife  up 
^t  once,  as  if  urged  by  irrefiftible  impulfe,  to  applaud 
tM.    I  have  alfo  frequently  received  as  great  a  Iharc 
W  fame  from  the  fenate,  as  I  could  poITibly  hope 
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for.  But  I  have  never  been  more  elated  with  joy, 
than  lately,  from  an  account  given  me  by  Cornelius 
Tacitus.  He  told  me,  that  he  was  feated  next  to  a 
Qcrtain  perfon  •,  at  the  laft  Circenfian  g^mes,  who, 
after  having  afked  him  many  queftions  concerning  li- 
terature, enquired,  if  he  were  an  Italian,  or  a  pro- 
vincial ?  Tacitus  anfwered,  ^'  You  muft  certainly 
*^  know  me  from  your  knowledge  in  books."  Hie 
other  immediately  replied,  "  Am  I  then  fpe^king  to 
*'  Tacitus,  w  Pliny  ?**/  My  fatisfaftion  is  inexpref- 
fible,  when  I  obferve,  that  our  names  are  recorded,- 
a$  the  tides  pf  literature  itfelf,  and  not  of  men  y  arid 
that  our  writings  mak^  ys  known  to  perfons,  who 
would  otherwife  be .  entirely  unacquainted  with  us. 
Another  incident  of  the  fame  kind  happened  to  me 
within  thefe  few  days.  I  was  at  table  with  that  emi-r 
nent  man  Fabius  Rufinus.  One  of  his  countrymen 
was  placejj  ncXf  him,  who,  before  that  day,  ^  had  n&t 
ver  been  in  Rpipe.  Rufinus  Ihewed  me;  to  his 
friend,  anji  mentioned  me  as  a  man  of  learning, 
TiJpon  which  the  other  faid,  *^  He  muft  be  Pliny.'* 
I  confefs  therefore,  I  think  my  ftiidious  labours  well 
rewarded.  If  Demosthenes  had  reafoh  to  be.pleaf- 
ed,  when  the  Athenian  old  woman  pointed  at  him, 
and  faid,  **  This  is  Demosthenes  :"  is  not  the  plea- 
fure,  which  I  fepeive  in  the  celebration  of  my  own 
name,  equally  juft  ?  I  am  indeed  overjdyed,  and  I 
(declare  it.  Nor  ajn  I  apprebenfivc  of  appearing  vain, 
fince  I  aflert  not  my  own  qpipion,  but  the  opinion  of 
others  i  and  fince  it  is  to  you,  that  1  reprefent  it, 
who  envy  the  charafter  of  no  man,  and  who  arc 
j:odfl:antly  favourable  to  mine.    Farewell. 


See  the  obrervatiom*  ,   ^ 


•* 


♦  ■-    i» 
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OBSERVA.TIONS. 

Tlus  epiftle  puts  us  in  muiil  of  «  notied  line  in  Pctsips  ;: 

Jli  fulcbrum  efi  digito  monjirari^  et  dicier  bic  ift  *• 

^  Oh  but  *ti«  brave  to  be  admired,  to  fee 

"  The  crowd,  with  pointing  fingers,  cry.  That's  re  •*.'*' 

Although  PjLiNT  endeavours  to  excufe  the  oftentadon  and 
ftlf-jM^fe,  that  di^lay  themfelves  throughout  this  epifil^^ 
luid  although  the  excufes  are  as  plauiible,  as  the  error  ^vi^ 
admit ;  yet,  whenever  we  meet  with  letters  of  this  kind,  la 
which  he  fpeaks  of  himfelf  as  an  audior,  a  former  obfervation 
will  certainly  reair,  diat  in  treating,  upon  the  topic  of  h^ 
own  learning  and  reputation,  he  gives  too  great  a  fcppe 
to  his  vamtfy  and  aflfumes  to  himfelf  a  golden  crown,  whkji 
he   ought  to  e¥pe£l  from  more  proper,    and  Ids  partial 

Tbe  editors  are  diidded  in  their  adherence  to  a  particular 
paragraph  of  this  epiftle.  Cortez  and  Longolius  read  if, 
thus,  Narrabat  fedtjfe  ft  cum  quodam  Circenfibu$  priximisy  ice 
**  Tacitus  told  me,  that  at  the  laft  Circenfian  games,  he 
*^  fat  next  to  a  certain  perf&Hj  who,  after  many  queftions 
^  concerning  literature,  aiked  him,  tf  he  were  of  Rome,  or 
**  of  the  provinces  i"  Cbll ARius,  Mattaire,  and  ^the 
i£tio  variorum^  print  Ae  fenteace  in  a  different  tmnWTp 
Narrabat  fediffe  fecum  Circenfibus  proximis  eatiitem  Romanian  c 
*«  Tacitus  told  me,  that  at  the  laft  Circenfian  games, 
"  he  fat  ntext  to  a  Roman  knicht,  who,  after  mai^ 
.**  queftions,  fcTr.**  Tacitus,  as  a  fenator,  might  ihd^ 
have  fcafc^l  himfelf,  if  in  an  undrefs,  in  vejte  privatd  *, 
among  the  Roman  knights ;  but  Ac  former  reading,  cmk 
frndam^  ftcondles  all  difficulties,  and  is  befides,  mote  agree- 
able to  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  PtXNT. 

»  Satyr,  i .  f,  28.  *  Drvden.  «  Vide  Dion.  lib.  6o, 

Claudius. 
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E  P  i  S  T  L  E    XXIV. 

P  t  I  <l  V  A?  S  A  B  I  M  1  A  MU  S. 

O  U  iU«  cxtrtmcly  kind,  Up6n  the  recommeifid- 
_^  atipn  of  my  letter,  to  have  received  your  frecSr 
frtan  again,  who  once  wai  efteemed  by  you,  into  yotir 
j^onfe,  and  into  ^your.  Such  a  condefcenhon  will  be 
^  ^dsfeftory  to  yoqrfelf,  as  it  has  been  to  me ;  firft^ 
becaufe  I  fee  your  teirripcr  fo  tra6table,  that  you  can 
conquier  your  pafiipn  ;  then  again,  becaufe  I  find  my-, 
felf  of  fb  much  autliprity  with  you,  that  you  are  either 
Obcdicrtt  t^  ni^y  influence;  or  indulgent  to  my  foUicitad^ 
ons.  Let  rttt  at  once,  therefore  applaud  and  thank  yoU  } 
$nd,  at  the  fame  time,  let  me  advife  you  for  the  fu- 
ture, to  be  more  fevourable  to  your  domeftics,  al? 
^ough  they  fliould  hot  find  an  ihterceflbr,  Farewdl. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Thefe  few  lines  contain  the  trueft  fentiments  of  fricndihip 
^d  benevolencis:  Friendfbip  towards  Sa^^in^ anus;  bene- 
volence towards  his  freedmant  The  admonmon,  at  the  lat^ 
tef  end,  is.fo  far  remarkable,  as  it  feems  to  confirm  the  fu£» 
pidon  arifingfrom  the  twenty  firft  epiftle,  that  Sabini anus 
was  fubjed  to  psLffion,  and  to  be  eafily  provoked  at  his  fer« 
vants.  *^  For  the  future^  lays  Pliny,  let  me  advife  you  to 
••  forgive  the  errors  of  your  domeftics,  even  without  any  iBr 
^  te;rc^on,''  This  advice  muft  have  been  unneceflaxy  to  ^ 
tnzn^  whofe  calmneis  of  temper  was  not  fubje£t  to  be  ruffled 
by  fudden  ftorms,  arifing  within  his  own  breafL  But  from 
whatever  caufe  the  advice  may  have  arifen»  the  pra^ice  of  it 
will  certainly  prove  beneficial  in  private  life.  The  mafter  of 
a  family,  who  prcferves  a  firmnefs  of  mind,  impenetrable  to 
all  gufts  of  peevifhnefs  and  paflion,  will  find  in  himfelf  aper« 
petual  fund  oiF  chearfulnefs  and  fatisfaftion ;  and  will  appear 
among  his  domeftics,  like  one  of  thofe  demi-gods  call^  Ja^ 
digHis^  who,  amiclfttbehappinefsdr  their  own  celeftialfhitc^ 
^ecam^.iconftaitt  pcote&us.of  paitioular  peoi^e)  hj  whom 
l|^  W9C  woilhippcd  with' true  adoration^ 

EPl- 
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E  PI  S  T  L  E    XXV. 
Pliny  to  Mam ili anus; 

YO  U  make  great  complaints  of  the  hurry  of  thtf 
camp,  and  yet,  as  if  you  were  totally  difengagcd 
from  bufmeis,  you  read  and  admire  my  trifling  and 
ludicrous  veiies ;  and  even  importune  and  incite  me 
to  go  on  in  performances  of  that  kind.  I  now  bej^n 
not  only  to  take  delight,  but  even  to  afliime  glory  in 
thefe  compofitions,  which  have  received  the  approban 
iion  of  fo judicious,  fo learned, 'and  above  all,  fb  jaxi'^ 
cere  aman.  At  preient  my  time  is  taken  up,  not  ea•^ 
tirely,  but  in  a  good  meafure,  by  certain  cauies^^ 
Which,  when  finifhed,  may  again  allow  me  to  fubmit  ixx 
your  kindeft  thoughts  fome  poetical  pieces  of  the  fam& 
fojt.  You  will  fufl^er  my  doves  anci  Iparrows.to  fly 
amongyour  eagles,  ifyour  opinion  of  them  fhould  equal 
the  confidence,  which  they  entertain  of  themfelves : 
if  not,  confine  them  to  a  ndft^  or  within  a  cage.  Adieu, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Mamilianus,  fi-om  the  fcventcenth  epiftle  of  this  bookj^ 
appears  to  have  been  a  conftant  admirer  of  Pliny's  poetry*. 
tn  return  for  fo  foothing  an  inftance  of  friendfhip,  our  audio^ 
t>eftows  upon  him  the  higheft  praifes,  andhonovoisifaun  widi 
the  fupcrlative  tides,  viri  graviffimi^  eruditiffinu^  it  fuper  ifia 
veriffmi.  The  cprnpliments  were  probably  ex^iggerated  n^ 
|)otn  fides.  .    ,  r 

* 


\       .       » 
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EPISTLE     XXVI, 
Pliny  /oLuPERcus. 

■  > 

N  my  opinion,  1  judged  right. of  a  certain  orator 
cjf  pur  pwa  times,  who  is  juftand  ciKift,  butnot 

'        ■'  'el^a^ 
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tievated '  and  graceful,  when  I  declared,  that  he  has 
but  one  error ;  he  never  errs.    For  an  orator  ought  ta 
be  ejevatpd,  traniporfed, .  and  even  fometimes  heated : 
he  ou^' to  be  carried  beyond  bounds,  and  frequently 
to  tread  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice-,  becaufc  pre- 
cipices are  often  near  high  and  exalted  places.     Thp 
road  indeed  is  fafer  upon  the  plain,  but  it  is  lower  and 
meaner.     Again,   thofe, .  who  run,  oftner  fall,  thaa 
thofe,  who  move  Ibfdy :  if  the  latter  never  fall,  no 
praife  attends  them  5  but  the  former  are  praifed.in^ 
certain  degree,  even  although  they  fall.    Eloquence; 
like  fome.other  arts,  recommends  itfelf,  in  proportion 
to  the  danger,  that  it  undergoes :  for  the. rope-dancers, 
you  may  obferve,  receive  the  greateft  acclamations, 
when  they  appear  in  the  utmoft  peril  of  falling.  Thofe 
events  are  moft  wonderful,  which  are  leaift  expedled, 
and  moft  dangerous,  or,  according  to  the  ftronger 
cxprefflbn  in  Greek,  are  [7r«paCoX«*]  the  boldeft  ac^- 
vehtiireis;  ■  The  Ikill  of  the  pilot  is  never  fo  remark- 
able in  a  calm,  as' in  a  tempieftr-durii^  the  former, 
he  (ails  inglorioufly  into  .port,  unheeded,  and  without 
applaufe.    But  when  the  ropes  rattle,  the  maft  bendsi 
the  rudder  cracks,  then  the  pilot  appears  in  all  his 
glory,  like  one  of  the  gods  ofthe  fea. 
-    I  m6hHon  thefc  diings^,  becaufe  you  leemed  to  have 
made  remarks  upon  fome.part  of  my  writings,  as  tod 
loftyj-rafli,  and  luxuriant,  all  which  I  imagined  ful> 
lime,  bold,  and  full.  The  difference  is  cfleritial,  whe- 
ther you  Cenlbre  thofe  pfltrts,  which  are  the  objeifts  trf* 
furprize^  or  thofe,  wluch  excite  juft  criticifm.  What* 
ever  is  eminent  and  diftinguiftied,  will  be  univerfally 
obferved ;  but  to  perceive  the  diftin6tion  between  true 
«nd  falfe  grandeur^  between  a  proper  and  an  unpro*- 
portioned  height,  requires  a  particular  nicety  of  judge-   ' 
ment.    And  I  ihall  now  juft  touch  upon  Homer. 

•  Thns  fDrapaCoX«i,  famamed  the  Paraloiani  \ideft,  *viri quJaces, 
lid^iMdendH^fr^i^  wcre  proj^ly  thofe,  who  fought  wifch  wild 
;bMfl»  tt)K>n  the  ftage. 
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He  is  the  author,  who  cai^  ,witli  greateft  prpindgf^ 
fly  from  one  eaqxeme  of  %lf  ,to  amther. 

Heaven  in  loud  thunder  bids  die  tiiimp^  ^9^^^^^  -. 
And  wide  beneath  theni  gripans^  rendu)^g|i^^ 

And  again. 

His  knee  was  hid  in  clouds  K 


M  m 


And  this  mofi  complete  eicample ; 

As  torrents  roll,  increased  by  oum  rous  jjUst 
With  rage  impetuous  dpwn  their  ecchoii^  ^is  ; 
Rufh*d  to  the  vales,  and  poiir'cl  along  rae'j^am. 
Roar  duough  a  ijboufand  channels  to  &  tfwn  % 

.  But  the^  luceft  fiiale  is  neceflary  to  weigh  diefe  pa£^ 
0^^  and  try  whedier  they  are  incrediUe  and^utfag^ 
ous,  or  nfiagnificent  and  in^Mred.  Nor  can  I  poefom^ 
that  I  have  reached  this  kind  ic^ftyle,  or,  that  I  i|iai| 
ever  reach  it.  I  am  not  (bln^tuat^,  but  I  would 
willinglvhave  my  opinion  vv^d^^^^*^^  I  think  ^ 
reins  of  eloquence  oi^it  to  be  lot  loofe ;  nor  flKH^d 
the  force  of  genius  iinditfelf  reftrauied  wiiiiiQrtp^^  9ar« 
row  a  circuit.  - 

It  may  be  iaid,  that  the  laws  of  eloquence  and  Mer 

3f  differ ;  as  if  Tullv  mufb  \k  lels  bold  tha|[itf <>><?&« 
owever,  I  omit  Tull y.  In  relation  to  himt  ^  't^^ 
no  dii^ute  can  poflibly  arife.  But  DsMOiSTiiEN^JSi  fhp 
pattern  and  model  of  all  orators,  has  he  qx^>^  an4 
xeflrained  himfelf  in  that  noted  paflage  ?  Thefe  wichs4 
mfh  ibefe  flatterers^  and  thefe  deflrcyers  q/  mani^nd  ^^ 

•  Pope.  Iliad.  B.  21.  jr.  45 z. 

*  From  Hoincr  Iliad.  E.  f,  356. 
<  Pope.  Iliad.  B.  4.  3^.  516. 

^  In  reference  to  the  betrayers  of  their  conntry^  many  of  whdm 
are  named  by  Dbmo$theh£s,  and  compared  to  ^schines. 

•  «  «  •  • 
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*****  And.agaiti,  For  I  have  mt  fortified  the  ciPf, 
vHth  walls  ofjione  or  brick.  ********  And  pre- 
fcntly  after,  fFiib  the  bulwarks^  which  I  have  provided 
far  the  defence  of  Attica^  as  far  as  if  was  in  the  power  ^ 
hufnan  prudence.  *******  And  in  another  place. 
As  for  my  part ^  O  Athenians^  I  vow  by  the  gods^  thai 
I  think  him  intoxicated  with  his  paft  Juccrfs  *.  But  what: 
can  be  bolder  than  that  very  fine  and  very  long  exciir-. 
fion  ?  A  terrible  difeafe  **,  ********  Or  what  can 
exceed  thde  C3q)reffions  ?  Ihorter  indeed,  but  equally  * 
bold.  /  refift^d  the  rapidity  of  Python'^  eloquence^ 
i/dbich,  was  poured  forth  like  a  torrent  againfi  you  «. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  And  again,  in  the  lame  flyle.  When  a 
m^n^  Uke  Philip^  has  climbed  by  avarice  and  villainy  to 
thehfiigktpf  pcwery  thefirft  falfe  ftep  will  overthrew 
and'd^foy  hifn^.  «  »  *  *  «  ^  fimilar  paflage  is,  ex-- 
eluded  from  allprivil^es  of  a  citizen,  by  the  judgement  of 
the  tb^ee  tribunals.  *  *  *  *  In  the  fame  manner,  But 
yfiu^.Q  Ariftogiton^  have  fuppreffed,  or  rather  entireh^ 
thrown  afide  that  compaffion,  which  is  due  to  crimes  of  • 
this  f^ture^  Xou  muft  not  therefore  expeS  a  fafe  tetreat^ 
in  harbours^  which  y^u  have  blocked  up,  and  encompajfed 
withtocks^  ******  And  he  had  faid  before.  For  I 
am  afraid,  that  fame  people  imagine^you  take  care  to  encou^ 
rage  the  evil  dijpqfitions  offuch  citizens,  as  appear  ta  be  vi-' 
tioufly  inclined',  for  wickednefs,  by  itfelf,  is  naturalfy  weak. 

*  *  *  *  And  afterwards.  Here  appears  to  me  no  refuge 
for  him  5  on  alt  fides  are  precipices,  gulphs, .  and  abyfjes. 
*****  And  farther.  For  I  cannot  fuppofe  jour  an^ 

a  This  pan^ap^  alludes  to  Philip  of  Maudon^  and  is-cxti^ded 
from  the  nrft  fiiiyppic.  »      .     • 

^  Thefe  are  only  tbe  two  iirfl  words  of  a  fentence^  which  Flint 
fuppofes  tobeperfcftly  well  known  to  LupERcus. 

^  This  fentence  ]s  taken  from  the  oration  of  Dbmostmenss,  In 
defence  of  Ctbsipho.  Python  was  one  of  the  greatcft  orators 
of  his  time. 

^  This  quotation  is  from  the  fecond  Olynthian;  in  which  oration 
Dim ost h  £ n  e  s  endeavours  to  encourage,  die  people  of  Jihensy  to 
afiift  the  Olynthiansi  by  reprefenting  to  theiQ  tbt  declining  condi*. 
tion  of  the  Macedonian  power. 

c^lhri 
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^ars  to  have  efiabUJhed  thofe  tribunals^  thtUymjImit^ 
make  Ifbem  a  tiurferyforfucb  men  tofiourifh  in\  hut  m  ibiT 
ctmtrary^  that  yoti  ftxndd  extirpate  ana  punijb  tbem^  to 
binder  others  from  imitating  their  evil  aclions.  *  *  *  * 
He  proceeds.  If  he  carries  on  a  trade-in  purfuing  bis- 
wickednefs^  and  makes  it  the  merchandize^  in  which  be 
trafficks.  *******  And  a  thoufand  fuch  inftancesy^ 
omitting  the  examples,  which  JEschines  defines  ndt 
as  words,  but  wonders. 

I  have  fallen  upon  the  other  extreme ;  to  which  you 
will  anfwer,  that  Demosthenes  is  blamed  by  -flEscHi- 
NES  in  that  particular  point.  But  obferve,  how  much' 
lefs  excellent  the  critic  appears  than  the  perlbn,  "whoiil 
he  cenfures;  and  even  in  thofe  infkances,  which  arc 
^iticifed.  Energy  is  vifible  in  other  parts  of  his  writ- 
ings ;  in  thefe,  majefty  is  particularly  folendid.  For 
has  ^scHiNEs  kept  himfelf  entirely  free  from  tliolc' 
errors,  which  he  difapiM-oves  in  Demosthenes  ?  For* 
example,  An  author  is  indifpenfibly  bounds  O  Athknians^ 
to  fpeak  the  fame  language  with  the  laws  of  his  country  :- 
fmt  when  the  voice  of  the  law  differs  from  the  orator^  you 
ought  to  be  determined  in  your  judgement  hy  the  equity  of 
the  lawsy  not  the  prefumption  of  the  orator  *.  *  *  ♦  ♦> 
In  another  place.  He  then  dif covers  his  intention  in  every 
part  of  the  decree^  by  privately  infer  ting  direHions^  that 
the  ambaffadors  fhould  dejire  the  Cretans  not  to  pay  the 
five  talents  to  us^  but  to  Calli  as.  To  prove  the  truth 
of  which,  diveft  the  decree  of  its  pomp,  of  promifed. 
fleets,  and  the  other  oftentatious  expreffions ;  then  read 
it.  *  *  *  Again  in  another.  But  permit  him  not  to  lead 
you  into  digrefjionSy  foreign  to  the  purpofe.  *  »  ♦  He  is 
{o  perfeftly  fond  of  this  thought,  that  he  repeats  it 
again.  But  fitting  down  with  refolution  in  the  affembly'^ 
compel  him  to  come  to  the  point  at  once^  and  obferve  the 
artful  turns  and  evafions  of  his  difcourfe.  *  *  *  Is  thi 
following  paragraph  more  referved  and  humble  ?  But 
you  wound  us  with  your  daily  difcourfe s ;  for  thefuccefs 

a  From  the  oration  of  ^scun9£»  againfi  Ctcsiphon , 
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tf  which  you  are  more  foUicitdus^  than  for  the  fafety  (f 
your  city»  *  ♦  ♦  ♦  Are  thefe  expreflions  more  elated  ? 
Will  you  not  hanijb  this  man  as  the  bane  of  Greece  ?  IViU 
you  not  feize  and  putiijh  this  public  pirate^  ivho  faiti 
through  your  commonwedtth^  imd  ravages  your  country  f 
*****  And  fo  in  other  inftances* 

I  expeft,  that  certain  parts  of  this  epiftle,  fuch  as» 
the  rudder  cracks^  and  the  pilot  appears  like  a  fea^god^ 
will  be  as  much  cenfured  by  you^  as  the  paflages^ 
which  occafioned  this  letter.  For  I  am  fenfible,  that 
while  I  have  been  framing  excufes  for  my  former  er-» 
rors,  I  have  again  committed  the  fame  faults.  But 
Condemn  them  as  you  pleafe,  fo  that  you  will  appoint 
a  day,  when  we  may  meet  to  fit  in  judgement  upon 
the  levcral  inftances.  For,  cither  you  Ihall  make  me 
more  fearful,  or  I  will  make  you  more  couragious< 
Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Our  art  of  eloquence  is  very  different  from  that  fcience,  2UI 
praAifed  among  the  Romans.in  the  days  of  Pliny.  Letters 
of  this  kind  therefore  cannot  appear  in  any  degree  of  fpIen-« 
dour.  The  rules  of  oratory,  which  guided  and  inftrufled  the 
antients,  are  of  fmall  efficacy  among  Ae  modems ;  arid  ther^* 
fore,  the  common  obfervation  is  certainly  true,  that  if  Ci- 
cero himfelf  were  to  ai^e  in  the  Britifh  fenate,  and  was  at 
prefent  as  great  a  mafler  of  the£ngli(h,  as  he  was  formerly 
of  the  .Latin  language,  unleis  he  changed  his  flyle,  and 
adapted  his  rhietoric  to  the  manners  of  the  place,  he  would 
fcarce  meet  with  much  approbation  or  applaufe.  It  is  of  little 
confequence,  itow  to  confider,  whether  the  afttient,  or  th^ 
modern  eloquence,  is  preferable.  Some  general  niaxims  ma/ 
be  fuitable  to  both.  And  all  fuch  will  be  found  in  CtcfiRo^ 
who  was  the  thcorifl,  and  pradlifef  of  his  own  art.  -f 

Vifus  es  mibi  in  fcriptis  meis  annotajfe  quadam^  ut  tUmida^ 
fua  eg$  fublima  \  ut  improboy  qua  ego  audentia ;  ut  nimia^ 
qua  ego  plena  arUtrabar :  *^  You  feem  to  have  obfer ved,  in 
*'  my  writings,  fome  particular  parts,  as  too  fwelling,  which 
*'  I  imagined  were  fublime ;  others,  as  too  libertine,  which 
**  I  thou^t  were  boldj  others,  as  imnecefTary, .  which  I 
-  Vol.  fi.  ^  T  «  lookai 
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^  looked  upon  as  complete/'  We  have  not  cmly  loft  Am 
CriticiiiDs  of  Lupe&cus,  but  the  orations,  on  which  tfade 
cnticifins  were  feundecL  But  in  the  fentence  now  quoted^ 
the  partiality  of  Pliny,  as  an  author,  might  lead  us  to  iiif- 
ped,  that  the  obfervadonsof  Lupercus  were  juft  and  un- 
anfwerable:  atleaft,  die  prejudice,  which  Pliky  often  fliews 
in  favour  of  his  own  works,  encourages  fuch  a  fiifpicion. 

Tl^le  vera!  quotations  fromD£MosTHEKE8,aiid  ^scHi- 
IIES,  were  pafiages,  in  which  Lupercus  was  perfedly  wdl 
veried«  Tbejr  are  intended  as  examples  of  the  fufaiime ; 
ibme  cf  die  pafiages  are  admired  as  fuch  by  the  critics; 
ticularly ''Ap&fi^irat  /btioi^o),  s^'sc^axs^,  j^  aAarop<?  *•  Bat 
as  only  die  beginnings  of  Sentences  are  introduced,  and  iome- 
times  not  more  than  two  words  \  it  is  impoffible  to  derive 
any  illufiradon  from  fuch  imperfect  hints,  ib  confufedljr 
thrown  toecther.  They  are  eafily  to  be  found  in  their  diN 
ferent  aumors,  and  wiil  appear  in  their  feveral  places,  ts 
tnuch  more  advantage,  than  in  this  epiftle. 

a  Vide  Longin.  vtfl  Si^^^.  cap.  26.  b  As  KcV^fME  yti^ 

EPISTLE     XXVIL 
Pliny  fo  LAteranus* 

I  Have  often  been  convinced,  efpecially  of  late,  that 
power,  dignity,  majefty,  and  more  than  human 
influence,  are  appendent  to  hiftory.  A  certain  perlbn 
rchearfed  part  of  a  narrative,  filled  with  great  truths  j 
but  referved  the  remainder  to  Ibme  other  day.  Be- 
hold, many  of  his  friends  came  to  him,  beggmg,  and 
imploring,  that  he  would  not  rehearfe  the  reft.  They 
v^ere  aftiamed  to  hear  what  they  had  done,  althougn 
they  were  not  alhamed  to  do  what  they  blufhed  to 
hear.  He  promiied  to  grant  their  requeft;  and  he 
may  keep  his  promife.  For  the  book,  like  the  ani- 
ons, of  which  it  treats,  will  ftill  remain,  and  be  read  i 
and  the  more,  becaufe  it  is  not  immediately  publifh- 
ed ;  the  curiofity  of  mankind  being  conftandy  esrcited 
by  delays.    Farewell. 

OBSER^ 
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OBSERVATlONSi 

This  epiflle  is  remarkable.  It  fhews,  that  gre^  iiberdSS 
were  often  taken  at  rehearfals,  with  the  characters  of  parti* 
cular  perfons.  Such  freedoms,  however  juft^  would^hare 
been  extremely  dangerous  under  the  tyranny  of  Domiti  an  j 
the  fcehe  here  reprdented  undoubtedly  pafled  in  Trajan's 
reign.  Rard  iemporum  felicitate^  ubi  fentire  ^ua  velisj  et 
quafentiasy  dicere  licet:  "  A  time,  fays  Tacitus,  of  rare 
**  felicity^  when  we  arc  allowed  to  think  as  We  plcafe,  and 
*'  to  exprefe  our  thoughts  without  the  leaft  reftraint.'*  But 
notwithftanding  this  glorious  fituation^  whoever  xehearfed  in 
the  manner  here  defcribed,  muft  have  been  a  bold  man.  Ht 
muft  have  been  fuperior  to  hopes,  fears,  or  flattery  j  he  muft 
have  preferred  truth  to  all  peribnal  affection,  and  muft  have 
a£bd  in  defiance  of  malice,  hafred,  oi:  revenge.  Atthefam^ 
time,  that  we  wifli  to  know  the  name  of  fuch  an  hiftoriarii 
the  lofs  of  the  hiftory  itfelf  is  a  fubjedt  of  much  greater  reg^ 

EPISTLE    XXVm. 
Pliny  to  Voconius  RomanuS* 

AF  T  E  R  a  long  interval  of  time,  I  have  receive 
ed  at  pnce  three  letters  from  you :  All  moft  ele* 
gant,  moft  afFeftionate,  and  particularly,  as  they  camd 
from  you,  moft  acceptable.  In  the  firft,  you  give  m6 
a  very  agreeable  commiflion;  that  I  fhould  deliver 
your  letters  to  that  moft  excellent  lady  Plotina  ;  I 
will  take  care  to  deliver  them.  In  the  farric  letter^  yoii 
recommend  to  me  Popilius  ARTEMisnrs.  I  imme* 
diately  granted  his  requeft.  You  alfo  tell  me,  that 
your  vintage  has  been  but  moderate :  I  can  make  to 
you  the  fame  complaint ;  although  our  eftates  are  in 
different  lituations. 

Your  fccond  letter  tells  me,  that  you  are  frequently 
diftating,  or  writing  feveral  compofitions,  which  /e-* 
call  me  to  your  remembrance.  I  return  you  manj^ 
thanks  y  and.  the  obligation  will  be  ftitt  encreafed,  if 

T  a  '^^^ 
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you  permit  me  to  read  thofe  compolitions,  which 
you  write  or  didate  5  nor  is  it  lefs  than  a  juft  return, 
that  as  I  have  communicated  to  you  my  writings, 
your  works  fliould  be  communicated  to  me ;  although 
they  related  to  any  other  perfon  than  myfelf.  At  the 
end  of  your  letter  you  promife,  that  as  foon  as  yoii 
hear  more  particulars  of  the  manner  of.  life,  which  I 
propofe  to  lead,  you  will  quit  your  own  family,  and 
By  dire6tly  to  me.  lafn,  at  this  moment,  preparing 
chains  for  you,  from  which  you  can  by  no  means 
break  loofe. 

Your  third  letter  gives  an  account,  that  you  have 
received  my  oration  in  defence  of  Clarius,  and  that 
it  appeared  longer  to  you  now,  than  at  the  time 
when  you  heard  me  rehearfe  it.  It  is  longer  ;  for 
I  have  fincc  made  very  many  additions.  You  go  on, 
and  fay,  that  you  had  fent  to  me  fome  other  letters, 
written  in  a  more  exaft  flyle ;  and  you  enquire,  if  I 
have  received  them  :  they  arc  not  arrived,  but  I  am 
impatient  to  receive  them.  Convey  them  to  me 
therefore  by  the  firft  opportunity,  with  intereft  for 
the  delay,  I  (hall  compute  the  intereft  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  per  cent,  nor  can  I  fet  it  lower.    Adieu* 

observations! 

I 

Nine  cpiftlcs  arc  extant  from  Pliny  to  Voconius  Ro-» 
MANUS.  This  is  the  laft.  In  the  thirteenth  cpiftle  of  the 
fecond  book,  Pliny  expatiates  upon  the  morals  and  endow- 
ments of  RoMANUSy  and  mentions  his  family  and  defcent. 
In  the  third  epiftlc  of  the  tenth  book,  we  (hall  find  Pliny 
entreating  the  emperor  Trajan  to  make  Voconius  Ro- 
MANUs  a  fenator.  And  in  the  fame  letter  he  fays,  that 
he  had  before  follicited  Nerva  to  that  purpofe.  Through- 
out all  the  epiiftles  addrefled,  or  relating  to  Romanus,  the 
friendihip  of  Pliny  towards  him  is  moft  confpicuous  and 
fincere^  But  the  fcholiaft  CATANiEus,  in  his  account  of 
RoMANU^y  mentions  a  particular,  that  ought  not  to  be 
omitted*    Sub  Adriano  intcriit  ^  it  iumulQ  ejus^  dum  velut 

amicum 


BOOK     IX.  «9^ 

mmcuftt  it  p§etam  impirator  vinerantur^  i^^^firipJfU  fecunium 
Apuleium  : 

Lafcivus  verfuy  menU  pudicus  erat. 


CC 


**  He  died  in  the  reign  of  Adrian,   and  the  empeibry 
who  regarded  him  as  his  own  particular  friend,  and  as  an 
excellent  poet,  placed  this  incription,  according  to  Apu- 
♦*  LSius,  upon  his  tomb  f*  ' 

^  Modeft  in  morals,  but  in  yerfe  obfcene/* 

EPISTLE     XXIX. 

r 

Pliny   to  Rusticus, 

AS  it  is  more  eligible  to  be  matter  of  one  la- 
ence,  than  to  be  a  moderate  proficient  in  many  ; 
fo  it  is  better  to  know  a  little  of  many,  if  you  caa-. 
not  poffibly  arrive  at  perfedion  in  any  one.  I  am 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  experience,  having  ap- 
plied myfelf  to  various  kinds  of  ftudies  ;  without 
preluming  to  excel  in  any  particular  branch.  For 
this  reafon,  when  you  read  my  compofitions,  either 
upon  one  fubjeft  or  another,!  pardon  each  piece,  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  if  they  were  not  divided.  In 
other  artsi  the  number  pleads  the  excufe  :  Ihall  lite- 
rature, the  moft  difficult  of  all  undert^ngs,  be  con- 
fined to  a  feverer  law  ?  But,  why  Ihould  I  Ipcak  of 
pardon,  unlefs  to  ftiew  my  ingratitude  ?  For,  if  my 
laft  works  are  received  by  you,  with  the  fame  indul^ 
ence  as  my  former,  I  may  flatter  myfelf  rather  widi 
hopes  of  praife,  than  of  pardon.  However,  pardon 
will  be  fufficient.     Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Pliny  from  felf-diffidence  [nuUifatis  con/ifm]  appears  by 
this  letter  to  have  quitted  the  coriftant  purfuit  of  an)r  one 
particular  brandi  of  tearmn^  and  to  have  directed  his  ap-' 

T  3  plication 
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•  pU.catipn  mi  .attention  in  a  ipifi;:ellancou8  nmincn  Sy 
forihcr  letters,  we  find,  that  his  writings  were  fometimqi 
biographical,  fometimes  poetical,  and  fometimes  oratoriaJ* 
In  the  latter  fc^ence,  he  becjimc  c;^|;tremely  (eminent :  hi^ 
biographic  pieces  are  not  known  to  us ;  and,  as  a  poet,  I 
imagine^  h^pfv^  could  hayo  excelled. 

EPISTLE    XXX. 
Pliny  /a  Ducen^ius  Geminus, 

TH  E  . praifes  of  your  friend  Nonius,  as  a  man 
of  great  generofity  to  particular  perfons,  has 
Ibeen  frequently  the  topic  of  your  converfation  to  me, 
and  is  the  fubjedt  of  your  laft  letter.  I  applaud  him 
t<io  5  provided,  that  he  will  not  always  confine  his 
bounty  to  particular  objcfts.  For  my  own  opinion 
3S,  that  a  man,  who  would  be  truly  bountiful,  ought 
tQ.  exert  his  liberality  towards  his  country,  his  ncighr 
bours,  his  relations,  his  friends  5  and  let  me  fay,  by 
way  of  diftindbion,  his  friends  in  the  greateft  indi-? 
gehce  ;  not  like  thofe  perfons,  who  chufe  to  apply 
their  gifts,  only  where  they  fee  a  probability  of  finding 
a  molt  ample  return,  v  Such  gifts,  in  my  opinion,  are 
like  baited  hooks ;  they  arc  not  meant  to  beftow  your 
own  property,  but  to  catch  the  property  of  others. 
Of  the  lame  turn  of  mind  are  thofe,  who  take  away 
firom  9ne  perfon,  to  give  to  another  •,  and  by  that 
kind  of  avarice,  aim  at  the  reputation  of  generofity. 
To  be  contented  with  our  oy/n,  is  the  firft  point :  the 
next,  to  go  round  the  whole  fociety  of  oiir  friends 
in  a  kind  of  circle,  relieving  and  aflifting  all  fuch^ 
whom  we  knpw  to  be  in  want. 

If  Nonius  oj^ferves  fjl  thefe  rules,  the  prdfes  of 
himi  fljould  be  unlimited :  if  he  only  fulfils  one  of 
ihem,  he  is  to  be  praifed,  although  in  a  lefler  degree. 
For  now,  even  the  example  of  partial  liberality 
is  cxtrcmdiy  rare :  the  tliirfl:  of  gain  is  fo  exceffive, 

that 
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that  men  &em  to  be  poflci&d  by  their  wealthy  not  to 
poflcfsit.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There  is  fcarcc  any  fingle  branch  of  moral  duty,  that  may 
not  be  found  fully  expatiated  in  Pliny's  letters.  Wit^ 
very  little  pains,  fuch  extra&s  might  be  drawn  from  hi$ 
epiftles,  as  muft  form  a  complete  fyftem  of  ethics.  The 
rules  of  generofity  cannot  be  more  nobly  delivered,  than  in 
this  anfwer  to  Geminus  :  Rules,  which  Pliny  praftifei 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  render  him  one  of  the  moft  con(pi« 
cuous  examples  in  that  virtue,  that  can  be  produced  in 
ancient,  or  modem  hiftory. 

Sed  amcis  dico  pauperibus :  **  But  let  your  bounty  be  ex- 
•*  tended  to  thofe  friends- onl^,  who  are  indigent."  Such  a 
preeaution  was  neceiTary  ih  an  age,  where  liberality  feldoili 
was  direfted  by  innate  goodneis  of  the  heart,  but  often 
(kulked  under  the  mafk  <?  craft  and  defign.  Pliny  ex- 
plains his  meaning  in  the  next  fentence. 

Non  ifi  ijlt^  qui  its  potiffifituPi  dwanf^  qui  dmare  maximi 
pojjuitt :  **  Not  like  thofe^  who  give  only  to  fuch  perfons^ 
**  that  are  capable  of  making  tnc  largeft  donations.''  By 
the  word  ifti^  he  points  at  the  Haredipeim^  or  Gaptatorti^ 
vfho  were  k)  numerous  a  band  of  mifcreants,  in  the  Anys  ik 
Pliny,  that  they  are  mentioned  with  ridicule,  and  aUior^ 
rencc,  by  all  the  fatirifts  of  that  time  *. 

a  Particularly  by  Martial,  who  has  an  admirable  epigram,  in 
Garsilianum  captatorem.  Lib.  4.  Epig.  56.  See  the  obieimttions' 
on  tne  laft  cpiftle  of  the  fecond  book. 

-EPISTLE     XXXI. 
V1.111Y    to    Sardus. 

WH  E  N  I  was  gone  from  you,  you  were  no  • 
le6  prdent  to  me,  than  when  I  was  in  youf 
company,     r  or,  I  read  your  book  over  and  over  5 
efpecially  tJtofe  part»  (for  I  milft  confefe  the  truth) 
that  related  to  myfelf  >  in  which  you  have  been  excef* 

T  4  .  fively 
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lively  copious.     How  admirably  have  you  multiplicct 

and  varied  your  obfervations,  without  faying  -the  fame 

iChings  of  the  fame  perfon  ?  Shall  I  join  my  praifes 

with  my  thapks  ?  I  cannot  exprefs  either,  in  a  fuffici-* 

cnt  manner:  or,  \{  I  coyld,  I  fliould  be  under  great 

'  apprchenfions  of  appearing  arrogant,  by  commending 

thcrfe  particular  pdJages,  for  which  I  ought  to  retura 

my  thanks.    Let  me  add  one  word  more.    The  moft 

larts  appeared  to  me  the  moft  agreeable ;  and 

agreeable  parts  appeared  to  me  the  moft  per* 

fcft.    Adjeu, 
» 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  cpiftle  from  Pliny  to  Sardus,  is  of  litde  confo* 
fluence.  We  p^  only  gather  from  it,  that  Sardus,  ux 
<ome  of  his  writings,  hacj  mentioned  Pliny,  in  an  honour* 
able,.^nd  ponfeque^dy  in  an  acceptable  manner.  Our  au-? 
thor  is  never  more  elated,  than  by  the  applaufes  of  hi^ 
^end$p  And  he  has  laborioufly  ftudied  to  exprefs  his  ac- 
}cnowledgn)/5n^  in  thefe  few  lines  ;  which  are  fo  filled  with 
flowers  and  flourishes,  and  fo  deficient  in  an  e^fy  epiftolary 
fltyle,  that  it  is  probable,  the  fhortn^fs  of  the  letter  is  owing 
tP  the  pains^  which  it  cpft  him,  The  works  of  Sarduj^ 
arelp(l, 

EPISTLE    XXXII. 

Pliny  fo  Cohnelius  Titianus. 

WHAT  arc  you  doing  ?  or  what  do  you  in^ 
tend  to  do  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  lead  the 
fiappieft,  becaufe  the  moft  indolent  life  imaginable  ; 
for  which  reafon,  I  am  inclined  not  to  write  long  let-? 
|:ers,  but  am  defirous  to  receive  them.  The  former 
incjinatipri  proceeds  from  a  love  of  pleafure  -^  the  lat- 
ter from  a  love  of  eafe.  For  all  luxurious  men  arc 
exceedingly  indolent ;  an4  all  indolent  men  exceed, 
ingly  curious.    Adieu, 

PBSER. 
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I. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Thcrt  is  a  certsdn  idle  play  of  words  in  this  epiftlc,  that 
can  fi:arce  foe  equalled  in  a  tranflation.  It  is  a  kind  of  fur- 
prize^  to  find  the  Latin  language  fo  exprcffive  of  trifles.  I 
had  almoft  faid,  this  letter  might  more  eafily  be  tranflated 
into  French,  than  into  Endifh.  Pliny  certainly  wrote  it^ 
juft  returned  from  the  batt,  and  reclining  on  his  couch, 
where,  as  Garth  poetically  fays. 

He  waftes  zvmy 
In  gentle  inadivity  the  day. 

EPISTLE    XXXIII. 

1 

Pliny  fo  Caninius  Rufus. 

AMONG  other  extraordinary  events,  which 
were  the  fubjcA  of  our  converfation  the  other 
night  at  foppcr,  I  rccollefted  a  ftory,  which  is  cer- 
tainly true,  and  yet  fo  like  a  fi6tion,  that  it  deferves 
to  be  embcllifticd  by  fuch  a  lively,  fublime,  and  poe» 
tical  genius,  as  yours.  The  author  is  a  man  of  great 
veracity  :  but  what  has  a  poet,  you  will  fay,  to  do 
with  truth  ?  However,  he  would  find  credit  with  you, 
even  if  you  were  writing  an  hiftory. 

In  Jfrica  there  is  a  colony,  called  Hippo^  clofe  to 
the  fea.  Near  the  town  is  a  navigable  lake,  to  which 
an  arm  of  the  fea,  in  the  form  of  a  river,  communi- 
cates itfelf,  and  the  fea-watcr  alternately  flows  into 
the  lake,  or  into  the  ocean,  according  to  the  ebbings 
and  Sowings  of  the  tide.  Perfons  of  all  ages  divert 
themfelves  here,  in  fifhing,  failing,  and  fwimming ; 
elpecially  l^ys,  who  find  a  temptation  for  idlenels, 
^nd  Iport.  feoldnefs  and  glory  excite  them  to  go  verjr^ 
far  ;  and  he  is  always  efteemed  the  conqueror,  who 
kaves  behind  him,  at  the  greatcft  diftance,  not  only  • 
(he  fhore^  but  his  companions,    In  this  conteil,  ^ 

certain 
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certain  boy,  who  was  more  couragious  than  the  reft,' 
advanced  to  the  very  extreniity  of  the  ^anal ;   when    • 
a  dolphin  prcfented  itfelf,  and  went  before  him,  then 
followed  him,  then  went  round  him,  then  took  him  lijp, 
then  let  him  down,  then  again  came  under  him,^  aipd"  ' 
carried  him  (the  boy  all  the  time  exccflively  affright^Jf' 
firft  into  the  fea,  and  then  turning  to  the  ih(^st^<- 
brought  him  back  tQ  the  land,  and  to  his  aflbciates^y 
The  rumour. of  this  event  foon  fpread  itfelf  through^* ' 
cut  the  whole  colony  ;  all  the  inhabitants  run  out  to 
behold  the  boy,  as  a  kind  of  miracle  -,  and  to  interro- 
gate him,  and  hear  from  him  the  particulars. 

The  next  day  the  ihore  was  covered  with  people, 
who  kept  their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  fea,  and  upon 
every  piece  of  water  within  fight.     The  boys  began 
to  fwim ;,    and  this  boy  among  the   reft,  but  with 
greater  caution  than  before.     The  dolphin  returned 
at  the  fame  hcnar,  and  to  the  fame  boy,  who  immedi- 
a,tely  fw^m  away,    and  his  companions  with  him* 
The  dplphin,  as  if  he  defigned  to  invite  and  recal 
hirpj  leaped,  dived,  and  twined  his  body  into  a  vari-t 
Cty  of  forms.     The  dext  day,  the  day  after,  and  dur-» 
ing  feveral  days  together,  the  .  fame  fcene  appealed, 
tiill  the  inhabitants,  who  from  their  childhood  ha4 
liy^d  near  that  fea,  grew  alhamed  of  their  fears,  an4 
not  only  approached  ths  dolphin,,  but  played  wi(;hi 
hkiH  touched,  and  even  ftroaked  him.     Their  cou- 
rage encreafed  by  their  experience.     And  in  partiot-r 
lajT,  the  boy,  who  had  firft  met  him,  now  fwam  witli 
him,  and  leaped  upon  his  back  :    he  was  carried  for* 
waxd,  and  brought  back  again  by  him :  the  boy  now 
imagined  himfelf  known  to  him,  and  beloved  by  him, 
and  in  return  entertained  an  affeftion  for  the  dolphin  : 
fear  being  banilhed  from  each  party,  the  confidence 
of  the  former,  and  the  docility  of  the  latter,  mutu- 
ally encreafed.      As  an  inducement  and  encourage- 
ment, the  other  boys  fwam  gq  ^ach  fide,  to  the  f  ightj» 
sUid  to  the  left. 

Thi§ 
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Ti^  4ok)l#  was  accompamied  by  another,  who 
$(|){H^^fed  omy  as  a  fpe^tator,  and  a  companion.  For 
1^  neither  afted  like  the  former,  nor  fufFercd  himfelf 
to  be  touched.  But  he  attended,  and  returned  with 
his  companion,  in  the  iame  ipanner,  that  the  boys 
'^raite4  upon  tlieir  playfellows.  It  is  incredible,  but 
of]  lequal  truth  witn  the  particulars  already  related, 
that  the  firft  dolphin,  who  carried  this  boy,  and  had 
played  with  his  companions,  came  conftantly  upon 
the  fhore,  and  dried  himfelf  upon  the  fands ;  and  as 
foon  as  he  grew  warm,  rolled  back  into  the  fea.  It 
is  certain,  that  Octavius  Avitus,  the  legate  of  the 
proconful,  induced  by  an  erroneous  principle  of  rer. 
ligion,  whilft  the  dolphin  was  upon  the  fhore,  poured 
ointment  upon  him  5  of  which  the  novelty,  and  the 
perfume,  immediately  forced  him  to  take  refuge  in 
the  fpa :  nor  did  he  appear  again  for  many  days  ;  and 
when  vifible,  feemed  languid  and  fpiritlels.  In  a  lit-» 
tje  tiipe  his  fbrength  returned,  and  he  was  as  active, 
and  :as  wanton  as  ever.  A  confluence  of  all  the 
neighbouring  magifb-ates  were  foon  aflembled,  to  be-^ 
hold  ftich  a  fight :  their  arrival,  and  their  flay,  was 
attended  with  tpo  pctr^ordinary  an  expence  to  a  little 
ftate,  already  not  very  rich.  And  by  thefe  means^ 
the  peace  and  government  of  the  place  itfelf  was  at 
laft  utterly  deftroyed.  They  were  pleafed  therefore, 
privately  to  put  to  death  the  objeft,  that  had  drawn 
together  this  nuniber  of  people.  With  what  pity, 
and  what  a  flow  of  poetry  will  you  lament,  adorn, 
and  heighten  fiich  a  cataflrpphe  ?  However,  no.  addi» 
tion,  r\o  fitStion  need  be  added  to  the  fadt  itfelf.  The 
truth  of  it,  if  not  diminifhd,  is  fulHcient.    Farewells    ^ 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Pliny  introduce^  die  fliory  of  the  dolphin  with  great 
nicety  of  judgement.  He  praifes  his  uncle,  without  nam-5 
ing  him.  He  begins,  by  telling  Caninius,  ^*  That  at  a 
^  tipie,  when  the  difQOurfe  at  taUe  happened  to  run  upon 
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traditions,  that  were  wonderful  and  furprizing,  he  had  ac^ 

cidentally  recollefted  a  matter  of  feft,  which  carried  with/ft 
*^  the  appearance  of  fi^on,  rather  than  of  truth.  But  it  was 
^^  told  by  an  author,  whofe  character  put  the  certainty  of  the 
•*  event  beyond  a  poflSibiiity  of  doubt ;  and  who  was  a  maa' 
^'  of  fuch  eftablifhed  candour  and  impartiality,  that  even  aaati. 
**  hiftorian,  his  veracity  would  never  be  called  in  queftioh.*' 
This  author  was  Pliny  the  elder.  In  the  eighth  chapter  c5f 
his  ninth  book,  he  relates,  not  only  the  particular  fcene,  that 
happened  at  Hippo^  but  feveral  odier  examples  of  the  fame. 
kind,  all  tending  to  demonftrate  the  aiFe<&on,  which  dol- 
phins entertain  for  mankind.  Luc i an,  in  a  dialogue  be« 
tween  Neptune  and  a  dolphin,  makes  the  latter  aflign  a 
very  good  reafon  for  fuch  an  affedlion.  Mri  ^xvfji,(i(r'ngj  S 
nocrctJbV)  tl  rig  uv^^uTnig  £u  Tsrois/Asv,  1^  dy^fcoTruv  yi  7^  »urot 
sj^flu£f  y«ojtA£voi'  '^  You  muft  not  wonder,  Neptune,  at 
*^  our  particular  regards  for  mankind,  fmce  we  ourfdivea 
•*  were  men  before  we  became  fiflies.'* 

The  ancient  authors  univerfally  agree,  that  the  dolphin^ 
cxclufive  of  all  poetical  or  fabulous  accounts,  was  ever  re- 
markable for  2,  fondnefs  of  the  human  fpecies.  The  hcfk 
philofophy  cannot  clearly  explain  this  fort  of  inflinfi; :  but 
33  inftinfts  are  generally  direfted  by  fome  impreffion  upon 
the  fenfes,  from  thence  only  we  can  attempt  to  folve  in-* 
fiances  of  fo  very  extraordinary  a  nature.  In  many  animals^ 
no  fenfe  is  fo  acute,  as  the  fenfe  of  fmelling  ;  nor  affords 
more  cxquifite  pleafure,  or  pain.  A  cat  is  furprifingly  afFedl- 
cd  with  the  fcent  of  marunij  and  by  a  variety  of  motions 
cxprefles  the  greateft  delight.  A  dog  will  trace  the  lighteft 
fteps  of  a  hare,  or  of  his  own  mafter,  by  diftinguifhing  thefe 
weak  effluvia  in  the  air  from  any  other.  If  a  natural  reafon 
could  be  given  for  the  condu£l  of  the  dolphin  mentioned  in 
this  letter,  I  fhould  be  apt  to  impute  it  to  fome  particular 
fmell  in  the  boy,  which  dlftinguifhed  him,  and,  like  a  charm, 
attraftcd  the  dolphin  towards  him.  This  fifh  feems  to  have 
been  violently  influenced  by  the  fenfation  of  fmelling,  as  he 
was  ^ffcQtd  to  fo  great  a  degree  with  the  ointment  poured 
upon  hirn,  from  a  ridiculous  fuperftition,  by  Octavius 
AviTUs,  the  fcent  of  which  difturbed  him  in  fuch  a  man- 
nerj  that  it  drove  him  back  into  the  fea,  and  made  him  lan- 
guifh  for  many  days  together. 

Whatever  W3s  the  caufe  of  this  furpiifmg  phaBnomenon> 
It  is  certain,  that  the  generous  difpolxtion  of  the  dolphin 

wa« 
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was  ill  repaid  bv  the  inhabitants  of  Hippo.  But  if  we  look 
upon  the  whole  ftory  as  a  fable,  thefe.  moral  maxims,  at 
leaft,  may  be  deduced  from  it.  Many  perfons  have  been^ 
ruined  by  thofe  popular  virtues,  for  which  they  were  firft 
admired.  AfFe£tion,  when  not  contained  within  proper 
bounds,  fails  not  to  produce  the  fame  efFedb  as  hatred,  and 
frequently  meets  with  the  fame  returns.  The  fuperftitious 
part  of  worfhip  is  hurtful  to  every  fpecies  of  the  creation  ; 
while  religion  itfelf  is  like  precious  ointment,  beneficial  pnly 
where  it  is  properly  applied. 

EPISTLE     XXXIV. 
Pliny  to  Suetonius  Tranqjjillus* 

Extricate  me  from  a  difficulty.  I  hear,  that  my 
manner  of  reading  poetry  is  not  approved.  I 
read  orations  better,  and  from  that  reafon,  have  not 
fo  acceptable  a  manner  in  reading  verfes.  I  have 
Ibme  thoughts  of  trying  my  freedman  %  in  the  te- 
hearfal  of  a  poem,  which  I  intended  for  my  intimate 
friends.  It  will  be  treating  them  indeed  with  perfedt 
intimacy,  by  chufkig  a  perfon,  who,  I  know,  cannot 
read  well ;  but  yet  he  reads  better  than  myfelf,  if  he 
is  not  under  fome  confiifion ;  for  he  is  as  new  a  reader, 
as  I  am  a  poet. 

For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  determine  what  I  ought 
to  do  while  he  is  reading.  Should  I  fit  ftill,  and  re- 
main mute,  like  an  idle  fpeftator  ?  or  (hould  I  accom- 
pany him  while  he  is  rehearfmg,  (a  method,  which  I 
have  feen  praftifed)  by  my  voice,  my  hands,  and  my 
eyes  ?  But,  I  believe,  I  fhould  be  as  much  at  a  lofs  to 
accompany  the  exadl  meafure  of  the  verfe,  as  to  read 
it.  Again,  let  me  fay,  extricate  me  from  this  diffi- 
culty.    Tell  me  truly,  whether  it  is  better  for  me  to 

>^Encolpius  :  the  fame  perfon,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  firft 
letter  of  the  eighth  book.  See  the  obfervations  upon  that  epiflle, 
9fA  the  edition  of  Flint  by  Longolius,  page  697. 

readl 
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read  ill,  or  whether  or  not^  I  ought  to  pur (U6'  fliff 
rtxethods,  which  I  propofed.    Farewell, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

QdiNTiLiAM,  who  might  probably  have  obfeiy^  uSk 
Pliny  an  harmonious  manner  of  reading  vferfe,  recontmetidb 
the  method  of  teaching  children  to  read  poetnr,  ai^  early  a^ 
•  poffibie.  "  Verfes,  fays  he,  are  a  kind  of  mufic :  af^.aiuft 
*'  be  read  in  a  very  different  manner  from  profe.  Heroic 
*'  poetry  elevates  the  mind  ;  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft 
**  infpires  attention  ;  and  therefore  Homer  and  Virgil 
*'  are  to  be  rehearfed  before  they  are  underftood.  '  Frequent 
*f  repetitions  will  open  the  beauties  of  every  author  S" 

The  ancients  took  infinite  pains  to  modulate  their  voices^ 
and  to  render  the  cadence  of  their  words  muficaly  and  ^ 
Sin&.  They  made  particular  gargles  for  their  throats,  iad 
tried  a  variety  of  experiments  to  improve*  themfelves  in  cirer^ 
branch  of  elocution.  As  rehearfrfs  in  poetry  -Wtt^  am- 
liently  cultivated  and  diftihguifhed,  we  may  obferve,  that 
Pliny  in  this  epiftle,  without  having  recourfc  to  any  cfife- 
minate  methods,  difcovers  an  inipatient  defire  to  anive  af 
fome  degree  of  perfedion  in  an  art,  that  had  beeii  long 
efteemed  a  polite,  and  almoft  a  neceflary  accompliihmeBU 

*  Lib.  1 .  cap.  S. 

EPISTLE     XXXV. 
Pliny  to  Oppius. 

I  Have  received  .your  book,  which  you  lent  to  me  ;- 
and  I  return  you  thanks  for  it.  But  at  this  junc- 
ture, I  happen  to  be  fo  exceflively  employed,  that  al- 
though impatiently  defirous  to  read  it,  I  have  not 
yet  had  that  pleafure  ;  and  I  have  that  veneration 
for  all  polite  literature,  and  elpecially  for  your  writ- 
ings, that  I  fhould  think  it  a  kind  of  impiety,  if  I 
oftered  to  perufe  them,  when  my  mind  could  not  be' 
perfeftly  attentive.    I  approve  very  much  of  your 

great 
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great  care  in  corredling  your  works;  but  even  in 
polifhing,  an  excefs  is  to  be  avoided :  firft,  bccaufc 
too  much  nicety  rather  impairs,  than  amends :  then 
again,  becaufe  it  withdraws  us  from  a  frefh  purfuit 
in  our  ftudics,  and  hinders  us  at  once  from  finifhing 
what  is  akeady  begun,  or  from  beginning  any  intend- 
ed plan.     AcUeu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Oppius  feems  to  have  been  particularly  delicate  in  cor- 
re£ting  and  polifliing  his  works.  This  art,  perhaps,  de- 
mands more  judgement  than  compofition  itfelf :  like  fculp- 
ture,  it  requires  the  nicc^  eye,  and  the  fteadieft  hind.  Thd 
hints  given  hj  Pliny  in  this  fhort  letter  are  amicable  and 
jirfl*-  The  chiffel  may  often  take  ofF  beauties,  while  it 
aims  only  to  pare  away  deformities*  But  on  the  other  hand^ 
a  proper  degree  <rf  correftion  is  fo  neceilary,  that  Virgil, 
in  his  dying  moments^  wilhed  rather  to  deftroy  his  iEneid, 
than  to  fuSer  it  to  appear  without  the  laft  touches  of  his 
pen.  And  in  a  candid  examination  of  our  immortal  Sh  ake- 
SPEARE,  we  muft  own  the  criticifm  of  Ben  Johnson  to 
be  pcrfeftly  juft,  where  he  fays  *,  ''  I  remember  the  player? 
^*  bav€  often  mentioned  it  as  an  honour  to  Shakespeare^ 
**  that  in  his  writing,  whatfoever  he  penned,  he  never 
<^  blotted  out  a  line.  My  anfwer  haith  been,  would  be  had 
*'  ilottid  a  thoufandn 

»  See  Ben  Johnson's  ExploratUf  or  Difcovtries. 

EPISTLE     XXXVI. 

Pliny  /(?  Cornelius  Fuscus. 

YO  U  wifh  to  know  in  what  manner  I  difpofe  of 
my  time  in  fummcr,  while  I  flay  at  Tufculum.  I 
Wake  without  being  called  ;  generally  about  fun  rife, 
crften  before  that  hour,  feldom  later.  My  windows 
remain  fhut.  For .  fdencc  arid  daduiels  have  a  won- 
derful happy  eS^Qi  vmfk  ib»  n^nd«    Yfh^n  I  ^^  ^^ 

withdrawn 
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withdrawn  from  any  objedt,  that  can  call  off  attcn^i^ 
tion,  and  am  left  free,  and  entire  to  myfelf,    my 
thoughts  are  not  led  by  my  eyes,  but  my  eyes,  follow 
my  thoughts.     For  our  eyes,  when  not  xiiverted  by. 
other  figures,  only  fee  fuch  reprefentations,  as  occur 
to  our  minds.    Ii  I  have  any  work  upon  my  hands, 
I  ruminate,    and  examine  every  word  of  it,    with 
as  much  exa&nefs,  as  if  it  were  committed  to  writ-, 
ing :    and  this  employment  takes  mc  up  more  or 
lels  time,    in  proportion  as  my  compofitions   arc 
more  or  lefs  difficult  to  perfeft,  or  to  remember. 
The   windows  are  opened,    I  fend  for  my  fecre- 
tary,  and  I  diftate  to  him  whatever  I  have  finiih* 
ed :  he  goes  away,  and  is  called  again,  and  again 
difmifled.     At  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  (in  that  hour 
I  am  not  exadtly  r^ular)  according  as  the  weather 
permits,  I  either  walk  upon  my  terrace,  or  in  my 
gallery  j    and  there  again,  I  continue  to  ruminate, 
and  to  diftate  my  meditations.     From  thence  I  go 
into  my  chariot,  where  I  purfue  the  fame  courfe  of 
ftudy,  which  engaged  me  when  I  was  walking,  or 
when  I  was  in  bed.     Intenfenefe  of  thought  is  not 
difturbed  by  change  of  exercifc.    I  afterwards  flccp 
a  litde,  and  when  I  rife,  and  walk  about,  I.  imme- 
diately read  aloud  and  diiftinftly,  fome  Greek  or  La- 
tin oration  ;  not  fo  much  upon  account  of  my  voice, 
.  as  to  clear  my  lungs ;  although  the  voice  is  much 
improved  by  fuch  a  cuftom.     I  walk  out  again :  at 
my  return  I  am  anointed,  ufe  exercife,  and  bathe.     If 
I  fup  with  my  wife,  or  with  a  few  feleft  friends,    a 
book  is  read  to  us,  and  after  fupper  we  are  enter- 
tained by  comedians  or  muficians.      Then  I  walk 
out  with  my  friends,  among  whom  there  are  always 
Ibme  men  of  learning.      In  this  manner  the  even- 
ing is  pafled  away  in  a  variety  of  difcourfes  ;  and 
the   very   longeft  day  is  foon  at  an  end.      Some- 
times I  vary  a  litde  from  this  rotation.     For  if  I 
have  either  lain  upon  my  couch,  or  have  walked 

very 
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Very  long  •,  ih&jtui  of  going  !n  rtiy'  chariot,  ifter  my 
laft  flecp,  and  my  ufual  cuftom  of  reading  aloud,  I 
ride  on  hiprfeback,  the  exercife  of  which,  as  It  iS 
quicker  than  a  chariot,  takes  up  lefs  time.  My  friends 
come  in  upon  me  now  and  then,  from  the  neighbour^ 
ing  villages ;  and  their  company  takes  up  part  of  the 
day.  Their  vifits,  when  I  find  myfelf  fatiguedj  ar^ 
often  a  very  feafonable  relief  I  hunt  fometimes ;  but 
never  without  my  table-books,  that  if  I  find  no  gaifte, 
at  lead  I  may  find  employment.  A  fnlaU  portion  of 
time,  and,  as  they  think,  much  too  fmall,  is  allotted 
to  my  tenants.  Their  clownilh  converlation  confift- 
ing  of  perpetual  complaints,  gives  me  a  frefh  rclifti 
for  literature,  and  polite  entertainments.     Adieu* 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fubjeft  of  this  epiftle  is  perfedHy  curious,  as  it  opens 
the  icene  of  Pliny's  domeftic  life.  He  begins,  by  telling  us 
the  hour  when  he  waked,  circa  horam  primam^  fape  anti^ 
iardius  raro :  ^*  About  fun  rife,  generally  fooner,  very  feldom 
•'  later."  The  ancients  remained  many  centuries  without 
any  proper  diftinftion  of  the  hours,  or  diflFerent  parts  of 
the  day.  Anaximenes  Milesius,  who  lived  about  the 
time  of  Pythagoras  ^,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  inventor 
of  fun-dials,  at  Lacedamon,  The  Romans  received  them 
much  later.  Valerius  Messala,  in  taking  Catana  % 
carried  from  thence  a  fun-dial  to  Ronuy  in  which  city,  ac- 
cording to  fome  authors,  Papirius  Cursor  had  placed  a 
fun-dial,  above  thirty  years  before.  But  thefe  dials  were  of 
little  ufe,    till  Scipio  Nassica,  in  the  year  five  hundred 

*  It  is  ncceflary  here  to  take  notice  of  a  different  reading  in 
LoNGOLius  from  the  reft  of  Pliny's  editors.  According  to  that 
fcholiaft,  Pliny  writes,  namji  diujacui  ^vel ambuUvi :  **  For  if  I 
**  have  lain  on  my  couch,  or  walked  very  long."  In  the  other 
editions,  the  paragraph' runs,  namjidiu  tacui  fuel  amhula^vi:  *'  Foif 
"  if  I  have  been  ulent,  or  have  walked  a  confiderable  time."  The 
former  reading  feems  the  more  intelligible,  and  confcqnently  pre- 
ferable of  the  two  ;  cfpccially  as  it  is  confiftent,  and  almoft  in  the  , 
fame  words  with  that  fentence,  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  epiftli, 
where  Pliny  fays,  ibi  quoque  idem,  ambulans  aut  jacens. 

^  Between  five  and  fix  hundred  years  before  Christ. 

^Ivi  Sicily. 
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and  ninety  five,  invented  the  CUtfydray^vAnd^^''\:ffdroji^f3i^ 
water  from  one  yeflel  into  another,  div^<ie4  4)e  noius  iQt(> 
xtwclve  equal  parts,  and  made  the  famedivifiqn  alfo  of  thd 
night.  AH  pcrfons  of  diftinftion  among' the  (ireefes  ^i 
ttt)mam  kept  a  flave  to  denounce  the  tinie  bf  die  cbyir 
tile  Greciatts  tailed  him  *nf  oXofiJI^V  xdQdfvfog.  Nopatii 
cukr  name  is  aligned  fcM-  fuch  a  feivant  imong^  Roftiamj 
htH.  he  is  often  mentioned  in  Various  aithors^-;  ^,  by^dtt 
dder  Pliny,  who,  fpeaking  of  the  fodden  dedtlvof  Ck.  ShX-. 
Biys  TamPhilvs  fays,  ipfe fundus  iji^  ^tanafuaro  quMf" 
pt  boras  *  :  **  He  died  juft  at  the  time  when  he  was  toquir* 
*•  ing  of  iris  fervant,  what  it  was  6'ciock :"  And  by  Juve- 
nal, who,  ih  ridiculing  old  age,  has  thii*  expreflion  ^ 

Clamor i  opus  e/tj  utfeniiat  aurisj 

^em  dtcat  venijje  puer^  quo  nunciet  horas  \ 

*  "  The  footman's  voice  muft  needs  be  fhrill,  and  clear, 
•'  To  tell  the  hour  at  noon,  or  who  is  there, 
•'  Or  elfe  'twill  never  reach  bis  fluggifh  ear." 

PiiNY  remained  in  a  fixed  uninterrupted  conrfe  of  ftudy, 
during  three  or  four  hours  together.  At  ten  or  eleven 
c'dod:,  [hora  quarta  vel  quinta]  he  began  his  courfe  of  exer,- 
cife,  by  walking  in  his  gallery.  Or  upon  his  terrace  5  and  by 
taking  the  air  in  his  chariot. 

The  cxceffiVe  heats  of  the  climate  made  retirement  iiecef- 
fary  at  np6n.  Sexta  quies  lajjis^  fays  Martiai.  *.  But 
Pliny  allowed  as  little  time  as  poffibk  to  fleep,  and  much 
lefs,  to  any  repaft  before  it.  He  has  not  even  mentioned 
his  dinner.  The  prandium  Ivas  taken  about  noon  *,  and  was 
always  a  very  fliort  meal,  agreeable  to  the  defcription  in 
Horace  ; 

Pranfus  non  avidi,  quantum  interpelkt  inani 
Ventre  diem  durare^  domejiicus  otior  *. 

*'  At  dinner  when  a  moderate  meal  Fve  made, 
*'  By  which  the  calls  of  hunger  are  allay'd, 


•  Plin.  Nat.  Hifter.  Lib.  7.  Cap.  53. 

^  Juvenal  Satir.  X.  f,  216.  *  Lib.  4.  Epig.  S. 

*  Pliny,  in  his  account  of  the  eruption  of  Vefumius^  ^hich  ap-^ 
peared  like  a  black  cloud,  about  one  o'clock  after  noon,  fpeakiog' 
of  his  uncle,  fays,  gufla<verat  jacens :  **  He  had  eaten  his  dinner  as 
**  he  lay  upon  his  l^d."  B.  6.  ep.  16.     See  the  obier.  on  the'firft 
epiiUe  of  the  fecond  book.  *  Hor  at.  iat.  6.  lib.  i  • 

*^  StucKous 
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^^  Stiidiout  itt7  vacant  bntj  how  to  pleafe 
^^  I  pdsihe  &edng  houtB  in  iioine  f{Matit  eafe. 
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fiToniiU-ooudii,  our  author  rofo  probably  between  otieand 
burp  o'dodc  to  :i^uxm  his  ejoexcife,  and  to  purfue  his  con- 
9mt:  cyftoni  of  reading  ak^^  Joimediately  ^ftjerward^,  be 
prepared  himfelf  for  the  bath..  Urtgor^  exera$r^  lav^r  :  '5  J 
**  am  anointed^  I  exercife,  and  I  bathe."  By  the  word  ex^ 
erceor  is  meant  fome  of  thqfc  exercifes  of  ball,  [liit  foUis  or 
folliculus]  which  have  been  clfewherc  fiilly  defcribed  • ;  and 
which  were  pra£lifed  after  dinner,  and  before  the  time  of 
bathing.  Plutarch  tells  us,  that  Cato  never  failed,  as 
foo4i  as  he  had  dined^  to  playat  ball^  in  the  field  of  Mars  : 
and  Horace,  in  his  journey  to  Brundujiumj  fkys^ 

JLufum  it  MAECENAS  ;  d^mttum  egd  VlKGl%.l\}^^ce  ^ 
Namjue  fili  lippis  inimcum  et  ludere  crudis  ^. 

To  tennis  while  Maecenas  goes  to  play^ 
To  bed  both  I  and  Virgil  fteal  away  5 
We  court  repofe,  whofe  feeble  chefts  and  iiycs 
'  •**  A  (port  like  tennis  too- feverely  tries<** 

. ,  Sudi  ^kptations  fupplied  l^e  ufe  of  rthe  Lacmicum^  and  in- 
fpired  mat  proper  heat  to  the  hody^  which  was  thought  |i 
•wholefoqie,  and  neceiTary  preparative  for  the  bath. 

.After  bathing,  between  three  and  four  o*cJock  *,  the  fup- 
per  was  feryed  up  ;  elegant  in  itfelf,  and  rendered  more  ele- 
jgaht- by  Ae  guefts,  who  were  invited  to  it.  ^orum  in  nu^ 
nuro  fimt  emditi :  •'  Among  whom,  fays  Pliny,  Were  al- 
^'  wiays  fome  men  of  learning."  All  circumftances  relating 
to  the  Mntfi  of  the  andents  have  been  minutely  difcufled  by  a 
A^aciety  of  authors.  But  the  cuftom  of  lying  down  to  their 
^eals,  and  eating  in  a  cumbent  pofture,  appears  to  us  not 
Only  an  unwholefome,  but  anuneafy  (ituation.  SciPio 
Ap^ic  ANUS  firft  introduced  the  fupper-bcds ;  which,  as  they 
<ame^fwn  Carthage j  W«te  called  kj^i  Punicani^  or  Archa^ 
-ui  \    They  were  veryloiw,  uiadorncd^  fluffed  with  ftrawj 

"*  See  the  cffay  on  Pl  in y's  lifci  page  23. 

*»  HcmAT.  fatir.  j.  lihi  1. 

^  This  hour  vaued  ai^oMding  to  the  different  fe^lbns  of  thi 
year.  See  the  firfl  epifL  of.  thefecond  bdok,  in  which  is  defcrib- 
ed the  domeilic  oeconomy  of  Spurinna. 

^  From  Archias>  thii  name  of  the  woi-kmafi,  who  invented 
and  fold  them. 

tJ  a  and 


« I 


3o8  P  L  I  N  Y's    EPISTLES. 

and  covered  only  with  the  (kinst  of  goats,  vr  (heep ;  but  as 
luxury  encreaied,  extravagance  was  introduced  in  eyery  paur- 
ticular,  efpecially  in  all  the  ornaments  of  the  Triclinia* 

The  diveriions  of  PLlKv.at  fupper,  and  the  cbnclufii^ 
entertainments  of  the  day,  were  lAnocent  and  rational.  •  Ccv^ 
medians,  to  excite  mirth  ;  mufic  to  delight  the  car  ;  and ' 
books,  to  improve  the  underftanding. 

EPISTLE    XXXVII. 
Pliny  to  Valerius  Paullinus. 

YO  U  are  neither  of  a  dilpofition  to  require  a  ccr 
remonial  attendance  from  your  friends,  when  it 
might  prove  detrimental  to  their  intereft  -,  nor  is  my 
afTefbion  towards  you  lb  (lightly  rooted,  as  to  make 
me  fufpicious,  that  if  I  cannot  wait  upon  you  oh  the 
firft  day  of  your  confiilftiip  •,  you  will  think  ill  of 
me.  I  am  detained  here  by  the  abfolute  neceffity  of 
putting  my  eilate  in  order.  I  mud  let  long  leales; 
and  muft  thereby  purfue  a  plan,  that  is  entirely  new. 
For  in  the  five  laft  years,  although  I  made  very  con- 
fiderable  abatements,  yet  I  ftrll  found  great  arrears  : 
and  from  hence  many  tenants,  deipairing  te  pay  otf 
the  y^hole  debt,  took  no  care  to  leflcn  any  part  of  it. 
On.  the  contrary,  thev  plundered,  and  deftroyed  the 
late  produce  of  the  land,  as  they  were  convinced 
they  (hould  have  no  right  to  ^ly  (hare  of  it.  I  muft 
endeavour  to  obyiate  and  amend  thofe  growing  evils. 
One  method  that  occurs  to  me,  is,  not  to  receive  any 
rent  in  money,  but  to  afliime  to  myfelf  a  particular 
portion  of  the  land,  and  to  appoint  fome  of  my  own 
fervants  as  overfeers,  to  fee  juftice  done  to  me  in  the 
produce  of  that  land.  And  certainly  no  jufter  a  re?-  * 
venue  can  be  devifed,  than  the  crops  that  arife  from 
the  dilpofition  of  the  foil,  the  climate,  and  the  fea- 
fpns.  Such  a  regulation  indeed  demands  a  great 
number  of  men,  all  of  whom  muft  be  very  diligent, 
and  perfe6Uy  honeft*    However  I  am  under  a  necef- 

a  Te  caUndii  Jlatim  nndero.    See  the  obf«r\'ations«  ; 
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fity  to  make  die  ei«)erimeht ;  as  prcfcriptions  to  inve- 
terate difeafes  muft  be  perpetually  varied.  You  fee, 
that  I  am  not  detained  on  account  of  pleafure,  frpm 
attending  you  on  the  firft  day  of  your  confulftiip.  But 
it  fhall  be  celebrated  here,  as  if  I  was  at  Rome^  by 
my  wiflies  for  yourjprolbcrity,  and  all  other  marks  of 
my  joy  and  gladnels.     Adieu. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  introduftory  paragraphs  of  this  epiftle  arc  pcrfeftly 
genteel.  The  expufe  made  by  Pliny  has  a  certain  artfiu 
turn  ia  it  peculiar  to  himfdf.  He  begins  by  prejudicing 
Paullin us  in  his  favour,  and  then  confirms  and  heightens 
thofe  prejudices,  by  giving  candid  and Juftifiable  reafons  for 
his  conduct  Throughout  all  thefe  epiftles,'  the  maimer,  in 
which  Puny  nicely  avoids  every  fpecies  of  flattery,  and 
praftifes  every  rule  of  complaifance,  is  not  lefs  obvious,  than, 
delicate  :  adulation  may  be  captivatinor  to  weak  minds,  and 
depraved  underftandings,.  but  politenefs  muft  be  always  ac- 
ceptable to  the  nobleft  natures,  and  will  even  be  admired, 
where  it  is  not  imitated. 

Nam  pricre  lujiro^  &c.  *'  For  in  the  laft  five  years.'*  The 
lufirum  *  was  the  fpace  of  five  years.  At  the  begirming  of 
every  fifth  year,  the  Roman  people  paid  the  tribute  laid  upon 
them  by  the  cenfors.  This  tax  afterwards  becaniie  annual. 
The  general  cenjusj  or  luftration  of  the  people,  was  intro- 
duced by  Servius  Tullius,  the  fixth  king  of  Rome.  But 
by  the  expreffion  in  this  cpiftle,  priore  luftroy  we  may  learn, 
that  the  method  among  the  Romans  of  letting  leafes  was  for 
five  years  ;  or  rather,  perhaps,  for  four  years  complete,  and 
In  the  fifth,  new  leafes  were  tidcen,  and  new  contra^  made« 
Pliny  feems  to  have  been  a,  confiderable  lofer  by  purfuing. 
this  method.  He  refolves  to  go  into  another  road,^  to  let 
leafes  for  a  longer  term  of  years  \  and  to  receive  his  rents  in 
kind. 

This  epiftle  is  evidendy  addreffed  to  Paullinus,  juft 
as  he  was  entering  upon  his  confulfbip^  The  fcholiafts  feem 
to  have  miftaken  the  exa(3  time.  By  the  expreffion,  niji 
ie  caUndis  Jiatim  tonftdem  videroj  they  imagine,  is  meant  the 
firft  of  January  ;  but  upon  a  view  of  the  confular  calendar, 
the  miftake  wiQ  appear.    Marcus  Valerius  Paullxni^ 

^  The  derivation  of  the  word  is  from  ho,  to  pay. 

U  3  wa* 
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was  one  of  the  cimfuU^JWi^h  ^  with  bb  g^0S''#J3sM|I^ 
Bius  Macbr,  took  poiSG^Soa  of  the  ccftifular  digm^  oa,4i* 
calends  of  ^f^  in  dbe  year  of  Home^  eight  biiweil  HA. 
fifty  throe.  The  confuk  <A  the  year  were  t}le;  eiM^^ 
Trajan^  and  Sextu$  AnTicu^iruf  Pjerrs. :    ''•  ■     - 

EPISTLE    XXXVIH. 

*  ■  ■   •      » 

Pliny   ^a   Pompeius   Saturninus. 

OU  R  friend  Rvfus  mull  always  (;p]XHfiaiK][  (nv 
approbation.  Not  becauie  you  dcfire  be  fbc^ula 
kaire  k/  which  certainly  would  appear  to  nie  a  lufficit 
ent  reafon,  but  bcpaufe,  in  reality,  he  dcferye^it^.-  I 
have  read  his  book :  it  is  perfeftly  complete.  My 
affcftion  for  the  author  heightened  my  pleaiur^  in  the 
jperufal.  However  I  judged  impartially.  For  thol^ 
*fiho  read  with^  an  iu-natured  intention^  are  |t^^  ng 
iwans  the  bcft  judges.'    Adieu.  '    '        "    '. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  is  tfic  fifth  and  the  laft  letter  to  Saturnijiu^.  Wf 
^y  eafily  determine  the  peribn  here  mentioned  to  be  the 
iame,  who  is  charafterized  and  recommjcndpd  by  Plinv  to 
FuNDANys,  in  the  fifteenth  epiftle  of  the  fourth  boc^^  That 
)etter  begins  with  a  verv  ftrong,  and  a  very  remarkd)le  exr 
prefiion,  ^  quidomnino^  hoc  certe  judicto  facio^  quod  AsimuM 
KvFVMjfmgulariter  amo  :  **  If  I  am  direded  by  the  unerring 
h  eye  of  judgement  in  any  cafe  whatever,  it  is  in  my  partir 
**  cuiar  affe£tion  for  Asinius  RprFus."  And  in  tiie  fame 
epiftle  we  are  told,  that  he  not  only  enjoyed  the  friendfhip 
Irf  PtiNY^  and  of  CoRNEHiJS  Tacitus,  but  was  peculi- 
arly blefied  in  the  eminent  virtues  of  Asinius  Bassus,  hi^ 
ddeft  fon.  Such  circumflances,  of  rare  felicity,  prov^  him 
to  have  been  a  very  fortunate  man. 

EPISTLE    XXXIX. 
Pliny  to  Mustius. 

I  A  M  admonilhed  by  the  arufpices  to  repair,  en- 
large, and  beautify  the  temple  of  the  goddels 

'  '  Ceres, 
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Ceres  which  is  built  upon  my  cftate:  thtf  edifice 
indeed  is  very  old  and  inconvenient,  efpecially,  as  on 
a  particular  day  of  the  year  it  is  exceffively  crouded. 
For  pn  the  thirteenth  of  September,  a  great  concourfc 
of  people  aflemble  there  from  all  parts  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. At  that  time  it  is  a  Icenc,  where  many 
afittirs  are  tranfa£ted  ;  where  alio  vows  are  p^d,  ana 
where  new  vows  are  offered :  but  yet  there  is  no 
fhelter  either  from  the  fun,  or  from  the  rain. 

It  will  appear  in  me  therefore,  at  once  a  work  of 
piety  and  munificence,  if  I  rebuild  thb  temple  in  a 
very  handfome  manner,  and  add  to  it  a  portico.  The 
firft  for  the  ufe  of  the  goddefs,  the  latter  for  the  ufe 
of  the  peqple. 

■  I  defire  therefore,  that  you  would  buy  four  marble 
columns,  of  whatever  fort  you  think  fit  :  buy  alfo  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  marble  for  the  pavement,  and 
for  the  fide-walls.  A  ftatue  of  the  goddels  herfelf 
muft  be  either  made  or  bought :  the  prcfent  old  ftatue 
is  of  wood,  and  in  ieveral  parts  of  it  is  much  impaired 
by  time.  As  to  die  portico,  I  have  mentioned  all 
particulars  belonging  to  it,  that  are  neceflary  to  be  fent 
from  the  place  where  you  are ;  unlels  you  will  fketch 
out  a  plan  agreeable  to  the  fituation.  For  the  portico 
cannot  be  joined  to  the  temple  itfelf,  becaufe  the  tem- 
ple is  clofe  to  the  fteep  banks  of  a  river  on  one  fide^ 
and  on  the  other  to  the  high  road.  There  is  beyond 
the  high  road  an  extenfive  field,  in  which>  exaftly  over 
againft  the  temple,  the  portico  might  very  commodi- 
oufly  be  fituated  ;  unlels  you  Ihall  be  of  knother  opi-r 
nion,  for  I  know  all  difficulties  of  fituation  are  eafily 
correded  by  your  art.    Farewell. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  old  temple  of  Ceres  was  placed  near  Tifernum  Tihe-^ 
rinuniy  in  Tufcany.  In  the  firft  epiftleof  the  fourth  book, 
Pliny  tells  Fabatus,  that  heis  goingwidiCAjLPURNiA 
into  Tufcany^  not  to  vifithi«  e(^e,  but  to  dedicate  a  temple^ 

U  ^  which 
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which  be  had  built  there  at  his  own  expence  ;  and  in  point-- 
ing  out  the  (ituation,  he  fays,  oppidum  eft  pradiis  mftris  vici" 
numj  nomin  Tifernum  Tiberinum :  "  the  city  is  adjoining  to 
*^  my  eftate :  the  name  of  it  is  Tifernum^  upon  theTfi/r.** 
In  this  epiftle  we  find,  that  the  temple  flood  upon  fome  part 
of  Pliny's  eftate  {eft  mihi  ades  Cere^is  in  pradiis'}  at  a 
imall  diftance,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  from  the  town. 

MusTius,  from  the  fubjecft,  and  efpecially  by  the  laft  para- 
graph, appears  to  have  been  an  architeft  j  and  was  probably 
a  man  of  eminence  ;  but  his  name,  I  believe,  is  not  men- 
tioned by  any  other  author.  Pliny  defires  him  to  befpcak 
four  marble  pillars  for  the  portico ;  a  feparate  building,  al- 
though in  fome  degree  appertaining  to  the  temple  itfelf.  From 
hence  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  thefe  porticos  may  eafily  be  de- 
duced ;  they  were,  as  has  been  before  obferved  *,  like  a  public 
exchange,  and  they  were  fometimes  detached  from  the  edifice, 
to  which  they  properly  belonged ;  as  in  this  inftance,  where 
Pliny  intends  to  build  this  portico  overagainft  the  temple, 
and  on  the  other  fide  of  ^the  road. 

The  arufpices  ^,  by  whofe  admonition  [arufpicum  monituj 
Pliny  had  undertaken  to  rebuild  the  temple  of  Ceres,  were 
always  more  revered  in  Tufcany^  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Jtafy.  They  were  in  fo  high  eftcem,  from  their  art  of  divina- 
tion by  the  intrails  of  beafts,  that  in  the  reign  of  Romulus, 
fome  of  thefe  priefb  were  brought  from  Hetruria^  and  fettled 
\xi  Rome :  and  fome  of  the  young  Romans,  of  patrician  fiuni- 
lies,  were  afterwards  fent  into  Tufcany  to  be  initiated  into  this 
particular-  f^rienc^.  Pl;ny  probably  paid  an  obedience  and 
refpcft  to  the  arufpices^  from  the  fame  reafons,  which  in- 
duced Cicero  to  think  ^em  worthy  of  veneration.  Haru-^ 
Jpicinam  ego  reipublica  caufa^  commumfque  religionis,  colendam 
cenfeo^ :  ''lam  of  opinion,  fays  Tully,  that  for  the  good 
^'  of  the  ftate,  and  the  common  caufe  of  religion,  this 
*5  infpeftion  of  intrails,  and  the  predidlions  arifing  fron^  it, 
•5  ought  to  be  encouraged." 

I  cannot  difmifs  my  fhoughts  upon  this  fubjefl-,  without 
pientioning  ai^  inflance,  that  relates  to  the  myflerious  part  of 
fhis  divination.  Agesilaus,  ^hen  he  lyas  in  Mgypu  per- 
ceived his  foldiers  lefs  alert  and  couragious  than  he  expcc&ed. 
To  give  them  fpirits,  he  performed  the  part  of  an  arufpex  j 

«  Sec  the  obfcr.  on  the  12th  cpift.  of  the  5th  brok. 
^  Ab  arts  infpicittu^s,     Thefe  priefls  were  alfo  called  extijpices^ 
ak  ixtis  in^icundU.  \  De  di'vinatioue.  Lib.  2. 

having 
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having  firft  privatelv  written  on  the  palm  of  his  hand,  in  large 
Greek  chara£brs,  tne  word  NIKH,  viftory.  When  he  had 
(lain  a  viAim,  he  held  in  his  hand  thelntrails^  uAtil  he  ima* 
gined  the  word  might  be  thoroughly  impreiTed  upon  them  by 
the  heat,  diat  attra£ted  the  letters.  He  then  (hewed  the  in« 
trails,  thus  imprefied,  to  all  his  men.  The  army  was  at  once 
aftonifhed,  and  encouraged  by  the  prodigy,  and  the  foldiers 
fought  afterwards  like  enthuiiafts  afllired  of  conqueft. 

EPISTLE     XL. 
Puny  to  Cornelius  Fuse  us. 

YOU  tell  me  you  are  much  pleafed  with  my  letter, 
in  which  I  defcribed  my  conftant  plan  of  life, 
during  my  refidence  in  fummer,  at  my  houfe  in  Tuf- 
carjy  :  and  you  dcfire  me  to  change  the  fcene,  and  to 
defcribe  the  manner,  in  which  1  pais  my  winters  at 
Laurentinum,  There  is  no  difference,  except  that  I 
never  fleep  at  noon,  and  that  I  borrow  many  hours 
from  the  night,  either  before  the  day-break,  or  after 
fu;i-fet.  And  if  n^y  bufinefs  is  very  urgent,  which 
frequendy  happens  in  winter,  I  am  neither  entertained 
by  comedians,  nor  muficians ;  but  at  that  time,  I  re- 
confider  whatever  I  have  before  didated,  and  I  im- 
prove my  memory  by  frequent  emendations,  not  com- 
mitted to  writing. 

You  have  now  my  domeftic  ceconomy  in  winter, 
and  in  fummer.  To  thefe  you  may  add  the  interme- 
diate feafons  of  (pring  and  autumn  :  in  both  which, 
as  I  lole  little  time  by  the  day,  fo  I  gain  as  litde  by  the 
night.     Adieu.. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

We  here  view,  a§  in  the  thirty  fixth  epiftle  of  this  book, 
thfe  pifture  of  Pliny  in  his  retirement,  and  rural  life.  True 
happinefs  perhaps  only  dwells  in  that  Atuation.  But,  as  I 
have  before  obferved  to  you,  Charles,  a  perfon  of  Pliny's 
diftinguifhed  character  has  not  a  right  to  enjoy  an  ina^ve 

fiate 
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fttte  of  ftjtcinr.  He  u(  iMm  and  educatad  to  Sif^oft,^  die*' 
rifli,  and  defend  the  comnHunreddi,  to  \rladi  he'  ajipcr- 
taiiu.  Ahftra^tod  virtuea  and  knowledge,  whpn  not  exntnf 
f«r  the  ufe  of  Ibciet)',  arc  not  or^y  {oft  M  tiie  publk,  614  wtp 
apt  to  langutfh,  to  coptra£t  a  rufl,  and  to  hik  their  hUlre^ 
ayes  in  the  owner.  We  therefore  find  PtiMT  partrci^rfr- 
i'ntent  in'  preparing  his  mind,  in  fiich  a  manner,  ^s  mxf 
render  htni  uTeful  to  his  firiends,  and  to  his  country.  Jif  he: 
had  ncglefted  his  elegant  amufements,  or  his  temperance, 
he  might  poflibly  have  been  more  difiinguiOied  for  envy, 
and  the  poignancy  of  fatire,  than  for  humanity  and  bene- 
volence :  his  mind  might  have  received  a  tindure  of  me- 
lancholy and  acrimony,  that  muft  have  rendered  his  turn  - 
and  temper  very  different  from  what  we  find  them  in  thefe 
<miftles  :  fo  that  by  his  ftudies,  his  divcriions,  and  his  ex^i^ 
Cjfc,  he  fecms  to  have  attained  a  great  fund  of  knowledge, 
a  |ierfe£l:  chearfulnefs  of  difpofition,  and  a  healthful  ftatc  of 
bt»y ;  the  three  greatell  bleffmgs  in  human  life. 

The  End  of  the  Ninth  Book. 
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Fiuigar  indicis  partibus,  atque  ctuuA,  quo  lint  ordine  fcripti, 
notum  tibi  facliun.  Eft  cnim  h<cc  quoqiie  ftudiofis  non 
injucunda  cognitio.    Plik.  Lib.  3.  £p.  5. 


rHIS  tenth  hook,  vry  dear  Lord  Boyle,  ferns  to. 
remire  an  introduSion.  Teu  vnUjmdin  it  a  -aery 
Afferent  ftylefivm  the  epiftoUay  manner  ef  writihgt 
•which  Pliny  has  hitherto pur/ued.  jlllthe  letters  are 
upon  folid  and  ferious  jubjeSs^  and  are  devoid  of  tbofe 
mcer  touches  and  ■  emheUijhments,  which  you  mujl  fre- 
quently have  obfervedin  Punv's  correfpondence  with  hit 
more  familiar,  and  lefs  exalted  friends.  Bat,  as  in  the 
■  \  arrar^ement 
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arfp(tt^me9U  ^  the  efiJUesy  I  have  d^erti  mddf  fir^m 
dU  fifmer  twinrs^  I  umrnt  dewfi  j^-  hefter*  m^Mt  4o 

C0M  <(f  ^Trajah^j  reigHj  frwm  At  dem^  Kemta, 
to  the  laft  traces  of  Pliny  in  Bithynia,  and  by  inter-- 
mixing  with  it  the  reafons^    that  have  induced  me  to. 
place  the  epijiles  in  the  i>rder^   in  which  you  will  find. 
them. 
\.  u.  c.      NwLVA  Med  on  the  twenty  fevmth  of  Jsimary^im  the 
r/i^AN.  y^^^^  ^  Rome  J,  eigla  hundrti  and^fty.     Sk  had  fmpied 
I.      from  ibe  eighteenih  of  September^    eight  hundred  and 
forty  eight :  and  in  the  year  eight  hundred  and  forty 
nine  had  adopted  M.  Ulpius  Trajanus  Crinitus, 
giving  him  the  ftyle  of  Cafar^  and  conferring  upon  him 
the  tribunitial  power.    At  the  time  qf  IJerv a* s  deaths 
TRAjAtf  was  at  'the  head  (f  an  amy  in  the  Lower 
Germany  •.     No  prince  was  ever  called  to  the  imperial 
throne^  who  bore  a  higher  character ^  or  was  more  uni^ 
verfally  beloved  than  TrajaW.     His  civil  and  military 
virtues  were  equally  confpicuous^  and  had  fecured  to  him 
thg  unanimous  nffeMum  4^  the  Roman  people^  althoimk 
hy  birth  Jbe  iMas\a  Spamaid^  and  nut  in  any.de^e  if 
alliance^  except  in  friendfhip^  with  the  preceding  empe^ 
ror.     At  the  time  of  his  accejj^qn^  he  was  in  the  forty 
fecondyear  of  his  age.    Ponv  rakes  the  earlieft  oppor- 
Punity  rf^^miMying^u  Um^ c^inp^tsdatofy .aimfi 
mtift  be  'tdwt^'t  placed  as  tbej^ft  tp^e^ofihtr^iMng 
colleilion.  :•.••' 

Pliny  married  Ms  ^fe  ^^AtPVik^tAi  fJk  ^^^^tee  4f 
HispuLLA,  and  the  grandaughter  of  Fabatus,  in  the 
fi(ft  year  ^f  ^rj^jah's  re^n.  As  ^  compHme^r.tp^tim 
^iMrrifgej  \and,in''CGmpliancewth4^  T-e^^  .^^if Lilts 
Servian vs^  the  en^eror  granted  to  Plinv  ^yEi^  jus 
4xiiui>  Ubemnnn  ^  ^  apmnlsfgei  to  which  great  aSikt^ff^ 
iages  were  amexed^    jtn-^tbefamejyear  Pjiiny  "w^s  <!^ 

-  «,S©me  authprs^afix  Ynm^^t'Jff'^fmt,  vAdch  is  now  thenar* 

pointed 
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fointed  ,pr^is£t  of  the  ireafury  tf  Saturn  :  and  as  be 
found  bim/elf  in  4be  favour  and  good  opinion  of  Tka"^  ^.; 
JAN,  he-Cj^eriod  tfi  his  power  wi$b  the.  emperor^  toAf  .^ 
honour  and  aibaf^age  of  bis  own  partiadar  fnendii 
jkcb  as  VoooNius  Rom  anus,  Antonia  MAXtMii«» 
LA,  and  Harpocras,  the  pbyjimn.  The  letters^  re*, 
kuing  to  tbefe  perfons^^  may^  I  thinks  h  dated  in  the 
firfi  and  fecond  years  of  TrajanV  rugn. 

Thefevet^b  ktter  may  be  affixed  to  the  year  eight  bun*  a.  u.  c. 
dred  and  fifty  one ;  becaufe  in  that  epiftle^  Pliny  men*  t«^ajaii» 
tions  his  intentions  to  meet  the  emperor^  whofe  prefenceiu      a. 
the  metropolis  was  not  kfs  expeSled^  than  defired  **. 

Trajan,  on  account  of  his  abfence  in  Gdrminy^ 
having  refufed  the  cmfuljhip^  Sossius  Senecio,  mai 
A.  Cornelius  Palma,  were  the  confuls  of  the  year^ 
The  e9ca£l  time  of  Trajan'^  return  to  Rome  is  not 
adjufted  by  Dion,  or  atr/  other  author :  it  was  pr/>baB^ 
iowards  the  winter  feafon^  havif^  madefomeftay  in  the 
feveral  towns  and  provinces^  -through  which  he  pajfed. 
His  arrival  was  very  different  from  the  pompous  mag- 
mficence  of  his  pr^ceffors.  He  entered  the  ^ty  onfoot^^ 
and  fahited  aU  his  friends  with  his  ufual  opennefs,  and 
familiarity.  He  appeared  an  emperor,  only  by  the  ap^  '  *• 
plaufes  of  thepeopie,  which  be  received  with  great  de^  . 
cency  and  compofure.  His  firfi  attention  feems  to  hcmJt 
ieen  to  religion  \  as  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  y  ear ^ 
and  the  beginning  of  the  next^  the  third  gimeral  perfecu* 
tion  of  the  Cbriftians  was  carried  on  by  him  with  great  . 
violence. 

In  this  year  J  Pliny  made  an  excurjion  into  Tufcanyt, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  temple,  which  he  bad  long 
Jince  defigned  to  build  at  Tifernum  Tiberinum,  hi 
the  epifile  %  addreffed  to  the  emperor,  for  leave  of  ai-- 
feme,  PhJSY  propofes  to  go  from  Rome,  about  the  be^ 
ginning  of  September  *,  at  which  time,  it  is  probable,  that 
Trajan  was  not  arrived, 

a  Epiftlcs  3.,  4,  5,  ind  7.  *  Vide  Panegyric,  fedl.  60. 

*  Ep.  8. 

The 
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A.  u.  c      Tbe  ronfuls  far  the  year  eight  hundred  fifty  two  viefe^ 

T»AMK.  ^^^  emperor  himfelf    and  M,  Cornelius  Frontow. 

J.       PtiNY,  in  bis  panegyric^  tells  us^  that  Trajan  revivr 

M  the  antient  method  of  chujing  confidst  by  prefm$ing 

bimfelf  as  a  candidate  for  that  magiftracy,  >  and  byfiUng 

for  the  fuffr ages  of  the  tribes^  in  the  fame  manner^  as  if 

be  had  been  a  private  citizen.    Such  a  condefcenfion  muft 

have  engaged  him  moji  effeSlually  to  the  Roman  people  :, 

and  he  appears  to  have  accepted  the  confulfbip  with  no 

other  viewj  as  he  rejigned  the  fafces  to  Sextus  Pom- 

PEius  CoLLEGA,  on  the  calends  of  the  following  Mar^iik 

Puny  paffed  part  of  this  year  at  bis  viUa  in  Tufca- 

but  was  recalled  from  thence  by  the  entreaties  of 

Andalufians,  who  implored  his  patronage  and  ajffi/i^ 

ance  againft  their  lateproconful  CiEciLius  Classicus. 

Spurius  Cornutus  Tertullus,  and  C.  Plinius 
CiEciLius  Secundus>  were  elected  confuls  on  the  ca* 
lends  of  September.  The  famous  panegyric^  in  honour 
of  Trajan,  was  fpoken  by  Pliny  upon  this  occajion. 
The  dignity  feems  to  have  been  given  him  only  for  that 
purpofe.  On  the  calends  of  November j  the  conlules  fuf- 
fedti  werCj  Julius  Ferox,  and  Acutius  Nerva. 
A.  u.  c.  The  confuls  for  the  year  eight  hundred  and  fifty  three, 
TtLAjAs.  werCj  the  emperor  Trajan,  and  Sextius  Articu- 
4*  LEius  PiETus.  In  this  year  Pliny  finifhed  his  tern-' 
pie  at  Tifernum  Tiberinum,  and  was  prefent  at  the 
dedication  of^it.  He  vifited  bis  native  city  Comum  % 
and  contributed  towards  the  foundation  of  a  public  fchool 
there.  At  his  return  to  Rome,  he  wrote  an  eptjile  to 
LiciNius  Sura,  giving  him  an  account  of  a  wonder^ 
ful  fpringj  which  had  been  difcovered  in  a  mountain 
near  Cortmm'^.  Sura  was  at  this  time  attending  the, 
emperor  in  his  expedition  againji  the  Daci.  The  vic-^ 
tory  obtained  over  that  nation  reduced  their  king.  Dff- 
CEBALus,  to  accept  fuch  terms^  as  the  emperor  thought 

«  See  book  4.  ep.  6.  and  book  9.  ep.  i ;»  36,  and  40. 
*Book  4.  epifUc  13.  «  Book  4.  cp.  30. 

Jit 
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ft  t9  impofek  The  articles  of  the  peace  are  meiuhmii 
iy  Dio'K,  with  this  particular  circumftance^  that  wbeH 
Degebalvs  mas  introduced  to  Trajak^  be  threw  hfrn^ 
felf  in  token  of  ftdmdffion  at  the  emperor^ s  feet  i  As  this 
ivas  tbefirft  Roman  conqueft  over  the  Daci^  Trajak 
was  howmred  with  the  fumame  of  Dacicvs. 

l^he  confuls  for  the  year  eight  hundred  and  fifty  fouf  a.  ^.  & 
wercy  C.  Sossius  Sen£cio,  and  d  Licmius  Svra^  tra^k« 
The  emperor* s  triumph^  on  account  of  hisfuccefs  in  Da-       ^ 
cia,  afforded  great  r^oicings  and  entertainment  to  the 
citizens  of  Rome,    in  the  mean  time^  Decbbalus,  as 
has  been  obferved  in  another  place\  ffteyi)  impatient  of 
fubjeSOon^   and  broke  through  the  fever al  articles  of 
peace  J  with  which  be  hadfo  lately  ^  andfo  publicly  com^ 
plied. 

Although  many  of  Pliny'/  letters  fnapf  be  afiertaiieed 
to  the  years  fifty  four  and  fifty  five^  yet  no  epifiolary  cor-* 
refpondence  feems  to  have  paffed  between  Hni  and  Tk A4 
JAN,  during  that  time^  unUfs  a  recommendatory  letter^  or 
two  J  which  I  have  placed  within  that  period  **^ 

Tie  year  eight  hundred  and,  fifty  five  bi^aHvAthjhi  a- ^-  ^ 
€onfulfhip  of  Trajanj   and  L*  Appius  MAxmvst  't%l]K»4. 
Preparations  having  been  already  made  agaHnfi  theJ^OKA^       ^« 
Trajan  croffed  the  Danube  early  in  the  fpringi'mld 
entered  their  country  with  a  confiderable  army :  bisfuc^ 
cefs  was  as  rapid  as  poffibk^  and  was  owh^  to  Ms  own 
perfonal  courage  and  conduit^  and  to  the  affiftance  and 
behaviour  of  his  kinfman  Adrian^      The  Daci  wero 
entirely  fubdued^  and  their  territories  were  immediately 
reduced  into  a  Roman  province.    Plii^y^  in  a  very  de^ 
gant  epifiWy  congratulates  the  emperor  upon  fo  confum^ 
mate  a  victory , 

,  During  the  emperor^ s  ab  fence  in  Dacia,  the  dUgurJhip 
became  vacant  iy  the  death  of  Sextits  Julius  Fron* 
TiNus.  Tou  will  find  Pliny  ^folUdtous  to  obtain  that 
dignity.    He  fucceeded  in  his  requefi,  as  appears  not  onLy^ 

»  See  orbfervations  ob  cpiftle/4. book  S^        ^  Epiftk  iti  zsAix* 
«Epiftlci4,  ,  -^Epiftfe  IS* 

••   Vol.  11.  *      X  from 
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frmn  bis  epifile  io  Aurianus  in  tbt fourth  bo0k.\  hH 
fruim  theft  manaments  exhibited  by  Gruter^  upon.  wAtcft 
thefeverd  titles  and  dignities  of  Puny  are  infcrikod. 

ihe  emperor  J  on  bis  return  into  Italy  ^  v^ed  4ba  gma 

works f  which  be  bad  been  carrying  on  for  t^oyem^paft 

at  Centumcellas :  and  Pliny^  you  may  remember^  nmn 

'  tions  the  honour ^  which  he  received  in  being  fiemman^  to 

council  at  that  place  ^. 

Trajak,  who  bad fbewed  great  delicacy  andprmdenet 
in  \cbn/b^  governors  for .  the  provinces^  tnvefted  IfhiMY 
with  confular  power  over  Bichynia^  PotitMS,  and  $be  rt^ 
pubUc  rf  Byzandiuf). 

Pliny  has  not  even  hinted  in  what  feafan  of  the  year 
be  irft  Italy,  or  from,  what  port  be  embarked.  We  may 
fuppofe  indeed^  that  be  began  bis  voyage  about  the  lattar 
end  of  June>,  or  the  beginning  of  July.  By  his  awnac^ 
cmmt  he  landed^  during  the  ehg  days,  at  Ephdus  mio* 
nia^;  and  proceeded  by  land  /^  Perggmus,  a  xity  of 
Myfia.  Hhefs  and  other  acddenis  detained  him  4bera:fw 
fometimcy  and  as  he  was  etpprebenfivcy  thatajoumffy^ 
i^mdmgbtftiU  be  preju^cial  to  his  healthy  be  fH  fail 
ogam  vntb  Us  whole  train  ef  attendants j  and  continued 
mtfiinr  abmg  the  Afiatic  foore^  through  the  firaits  of  the 
I^telld^yOQtf  iiito  the  Pn^cmtis.  He  arrivedin  Bitkyiua 
on  the  feventeonth  of  September^  and  after  celebrating  tbt 
mnivetfary  ^  the  tmperor^s  births  appUed  bimfelf  to  tbt 
immediate  bujmefs  of  his  government^  .  by  examining  tbt 
fiate  (mounts  */Prufa  %  a  city  at  the  foot  of  mount  Oiym-t 
pizs«  .  jis  Pliny  made  fome  flay  at  Prufa,  ^e  letters^ 
which  he  may  bttfappofed  to  have  written  in  that  city^ 
particularly  in  the  caafe  of  Flay IU8  Archippvs^^  are 
placed  together  J  as  are  tbofe^  which  appear  dated  ut  ^fir 
cea,  a  large  city^  notih  eajiward  of  Tfxv&L  From  Nkea, 
Pliny  proceeded  to  ViviovtMiS^  the  metropolis  of  Bithyr 
tiia:  and  by  one  of  bis  fifties 'y  be  appears  to.  hast' been 
ptd^d  therey  on  the  t^tirenty  fourth  t?f  November^    Itis-not 

•f  Ep.  18..  ,  ;Ep.  3*.      ' 

J^abk^ 
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prohilff .  th^t  FtiKV,  4uring  the  winUtr  fiafoHf  went 
intQ  anf  other  p^ts  of  the  province j  or  fven  jHrre4  9^ 
of  Nicomedia.  The  letters  from  thence  are  regulated 
in  aferiiSi  that  feem  t0  be  their  natural  or4fr* 

The  firfi  epifik^  written  by  Pjlijjv  in  t^year  eight  a.  u.  C. 
hundred  and  fifty  fix^  is  an  accoift^i  in  whatajp^ul     *^^' 
manner  J  the  third  of  January^  [dies  VQtorum]  was  c^^ 
lebrated  in  Bithynia  »,     On  this  feftiv^l  the  Rp^ns  cpn^ 
ftantly  offered  their  vows  tP  heaven  for  the  eternity  of 
the  empk-iy  and  the  health  of.  the  ep^per^  ^* 

On  the  twenty  feventh  of  Janmry<%  TrajAk  enterti  tiajait^ 
into  the  feventh  year  of  his  imperial  dignity*  Pi-iNY  «V»^  ^* 
tions  the  celebration  of  that  day «.  ^he  fubfequent  letters 
dated  from  Nicomfidu  relate  entirely  to  the  tranfaftionsj 
laws  J  and  cuftoms  of  the  province :  in  all  which  he  difcor 
vers  the  greatefi  reverence  andfubmiffion  to  the  emperor's 
judgement  and  orders^  and  in  the  anfwers  of  thatjprince^ 
he  receives  the  kindeft  affurances  of  frien4finpj  confident 
and  e^em.  Such  a  correfpondence  btfwefn  ^  fovffeign 
and  a  fuhjell  isnokfs  curious  than  extroordifwy  f  M 
if  we  are  to  pafs  an  impartial  jtfdgemenf  upon,  the  twf 
correfpondentSy  the  emperor^ s  epifiles  mil  cfirfm^y  putfinne 
tbofe  of  Puny,  to  which  they  are  anfwprs,  ^he  coifdfe>» 
nefs  andfagacityj  which  run  throughout  Tit AJANVj^/ir^ 
and  manner  of  writings  jhew  him  an  artjfir  if  J  m^ 
make  ufe  of  the  e^effian^  in  the.  ep^olary  fdeme?  But^ 
ibis  is  not  a  place  for  fiuh  obfervations :  they  v)Ul  qrifi 
more  properly^  as  we  are  paffing  through  his  epiJUes* 

Let  iis  confidtr  the  tranfaSlions  of  this  year.  Pliny, 
it  may  be  prefumed^  ft  aid  till  the  hgiming  of  the  Jpringj^ 
before  he  began  hisprogrefs  into  the  diftant  parts  of  Bi- 
rfiynia.  From  bis  epiftles  we  may  point  out  the  exalt 
traces  ^f  .Us  jfiumey. 

*  Ep.  34,  .  ^  This  religious  ceremony  waj^c^kd  nun- 
^arevota:  (Uid  attkeiittificationof  the  vows,  ^t|^s  y^'ere  c^eQ- 
cd,  incenre  was  bu^t>  and  feafts  w^  ixuui#  ptdJicly  ia  the  ilrjc^« 

Xa  As 
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As  foon  as  be  left  mtomediZi  be  went  to  Prufk  ^'9  S 
itmn  of  Bithynia,  upon  the  Euxinejhorej  near  tbe  river 
Hypius  *. 

.  From  Prufa,  I  fuppofe  him  to  proceed  to  Claudiopo*: 
lis  %  otherwife  called  Bithy  nium*  Tbe  latter^  I  believe^ 
v)as  the  original  name.  The  former  was  probably  affim^ 
ed  in  honour  of  Claudius  C^sar. 

Tbe  next  epijlle  is  dated  at  Amaflris,  whtchy  Plih'T 
tbe  elder  tells  usy  was  antiently  called  Sefamus  \  In 
tbe  time  of  our  author  it  was  a  city  of  great  heaMy  and 
magnificence.  It  lies  to  the.  North  Eaft  of  Claudiopolis, 
near  to  the  river  Parthenias,  which  the  Turk^  call  ibt 
river  Dolap* 

SinOpe  was  tbe  next  place^  at  which  our  author  Ti>^ 
fidedj  or  at  leaft^  was  the  next  place^  from  whence  wi 
can  date  an  epijlle*.  Sinope  was  built ^  in  tbe  year  of 
Rome,  one  hundred  and  twenty  five.  In  tbe  time  of 
Julius  CiCSAR,  immediately  after  tbe  war  betwtMt  bm 
nnd  PoMPEY,  this  city^  which  was  tbenfuljeS  to  Mi- 
THRIDATE85  king  of  Pontus,  fell  into  the  power  of  the 
Romans  J  and  became  a  Roman  colony  ^  //  now  belof^s 
to  tbe  Turks,  who  call  it  Sinabe. 
•  From  Sinope,  Pliny  proceeded  to  tbe  city  Andfus* 
Two  of  bis  epiftles  were  written  from  thence^  i  but  we 
can  trace  him  no  farther  on  the  Euxinejhore. 
'  ff^e  inuft  then  fuppofe  him  returning  towards  Nico- 
toiedia,  and  therefore  the  next  epiftle  is  dated  from  Juli* 
opolis. 

*  Ep,  64.  Prufa  ad  Hypium  fumen^  velfecundum  alios  fub  Hypi9 
monte.    Cellarii  Lib.  3.  Cap.  8.  Sed.  34. 

^  It  was  called  Prufa  ad  Hyfium,  to  difHngoifh  it  from  Pnt/a  mil 
Ofympum.    See  obfervations  on  epiftle  19. 

c  Ep.  68. 

^  Sefamum  oppidum  fu$dnunc  Amaftris.     Plinii  Nat.  Hid.  LiU 
6.  cap.  2. 
■    •  Ep.  72*  •        . 

^  Pharnacis»  Ton  of  Mithridatbs,  by  betraying  his  ^thert 
gained  poilefiion  of  Sinope  and  Amifui.  He  then  rebelled  againft 
the  Romans ;  but  he  was  fubdued^  and  his  army  was  entirely 
routed  by  Jvlivs  Casar.  s  Epiftle  75,  and  77. 

Our 
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Our  authr  defcribes  Juliopolis  as  a  €ity  of  no  great 
eon/equence :  hit  one  particular  expr(0on  in  his  Utter  has 
made  thi  geographical  Jite  of  it  a  little  difficult  to  be  re- 
£(nuHed»  C^cquid  autem  Juliopolitanis  praefldteris^ 
*  \  etiam  toti  provincbe  proderit.  Sunt  enim  in  capita 
^thyniasy  plurimifque  per  earn  conuneantibus  tranfir 
\m  praebent  ••  **  JVhatever  indidgence  you  think  fit  to 
^  bejhw  upon  the  inhabitants  ^  JuliopoUs,  it  will  cer^ 
**  tainly  prove  of  advantage  to  the  whole  diftriS^  as 
^^  Juliopolis  is  placed,  at  the  entrance  of  Bithynia,  and 
**  as  mofi  travellers  make  it  their  road  into  the  province.** 
^bejituatian  of  Juliopolis,  which^  according  to  the  elder 
Pliny  \  is  alfo  called  Gordiucome,  can  by  no  means 
be  f aid  to  be  the  etitrance  /»/^Bithynia/r?i»  Byzantium, 
^  from  any  part  of  Italy  :  however^  it  might  poffibly 
be  looked  upon  as  the  entrance  of  the  province  from  Gal- 
lograecia,  and  Paphlagonia;  although  Cellarius  is 
nf  another  opinion  ^ :  but  whoever  looks  upon  the  map  of 
Afia  Minor,  as  given  iy  that  geographer j  will  find j  that 
Jiich  afolution  is  the  moji  probable  of  any^  that  can  he 
given  to  Pliny'j  ajfertion.  .   , 

The  epiftle  ^  from  Apamea,  a  city  lying  clofe  to  the 
Propotttis,  brings  Pliny  very  near  NiconSsdia. 

T^he  eighty  third  epiftle  refixes  him  at  that  metropolis^ 
and  from  the  fubfequent  letters  y  there  is  not  the  leaft 
foundation  to  imagine ^  that  he  made  a  fecond  progrefs 
into  the  provinces^  or  even  went  at  any  diftance  from 
Nicomedia,  during  his  proconfuljbip. 

All  the  letter Sy  from  the-  eighty  eighth  to  the  ninety 
fourth  epiftle  inclufive^  are  curious^  as  they  explain  to  us 
the  particulars  of  the  lawsj  government ^  andftate  of  (ke 
two  provinces^  Bithymsi  ana  Pontus, 
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FttHYj  in  tie  lunety  fiknb  epi/He^  dgmk  telOrJUes 
T^ajan'j  Hrtb-^ay. 

The  tmuty  froemb^  md  the  tmperm^s  st^htt  H  U^ 
^eHtbiiri^ul  places.    Tbe  loiter  cmi^fimi  JlgHi 
tf  ^rntknefs  mtd  bumamiy  t^taards  the  OkrS^mm  r  ^bti^ 
'($i  the  fame  imey  Jbews  a  meft  imUe  aUerrmte  H  MM 
tiande/Hne  htfdhKkUians.    The  notes  in  the  ptOff^  'Ml 
in  the  variorum  editions j  wiU  r^  you  to  fivi^^  UniHHfH 
who  have  dif cuffed  the  fubjen-matter  ef  theje  l^  igpi^ 
files.    But,  the  ninety  fiventhlttter itjdfy  ^ari&eUt asey 
commeiHatory  will  particnlariy  convince  jouj  in  hofso  greai 
ynrity  of  morals  the  primitive  Cbriftians  pe^fed  their 
pves.    ton  will  there  fee  the  innocent  and  infantHefkOe 
tf  Chriftianity.     Succeeding  t^s  produced  errors^  aul 
idolatries  of  various  forts^    Let  the  prefent fiate  ofllhri^ 
fiianity  he  defcribed  tn  fome  other  place^  and  by  fome  oth& 
peny  and  let  us  now  pafs  forward  to  the  feftivSies  if 
the  dies  vodva,  when  the  vows  of  the  loft  year  wigtt  ra^ 
tifiedy  and  new  vows  commenced  in  honour  ^  Tft.  AJaK 
and  the  en/pire. 
A.  IT.  c       The  eptftle  on  this  occqfion  ^is  to  the  fame  purpofe  as 
^57-     the  tttrty  fourth  epifile :  hut  it  may  not  he  improper  to 
take  nctictj  ihat  Rosihus,  in  his  Roman  calendar^  af^ 
fixes  this  jfefHval  to  the  fourth  of  January^  and  quotes 
Caiu^,  a  civilian^  for  bis  authority.     The  ^uotatiofi  is 
right  \  hut  Caius  is  miftaken.    Plutarch,  cottmpor 
•  rary  with  Pliny,  decides  the  point  beyond  all  cof^adic' 
tion.    In  his  life  of  Cicero  hefays.^  TixJhiBM  h  Kntfvm 

xai  Svdiww  votg  n  i|^(]Dt«yo^.  **  The  birth  if  ClC£kO, 
*'  they  fa}\  did  not  octqfion  >Ap  pangs  of  chHd^birtb  to 
^*  his  mother,    fie  was  bom  on  the  third  of  January^ 

*  Ep.   107.  *  T§ficaUnias  Jan,  ttrtio  £e  frojalute 

j^ucifis  'vota  fufcifumtmr.  *'  The  fows  for  the  profpeiity  of  thie 
?*  ^taiperor  were  perfonned  cm  die  third  day  aner  the  taleods.** 
The  adeiHls  were  die  firft  day  of  the  month. 

««  which 
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^^  ^eb  4^  is  WW  ffkkrafed  ^  thmagi^iyUis  mV>fws 
"  imd Jkcrifii:es  for  th^ frojfirity  {f  tJk  mper^^^       • 
"Tie  next  ^ftk^ii  tkcpfikk^m.tif  Tj/laj^^^^  ^  t«aja«, 

k^e bom  w^Hn m tlmyear  :  iutkwiU he wxn'4j^ 
^  fiaiU  fffch^y  t9  4tffe»  ^  S^  rt(^  for  placuj^&c 
hundred  and  twenty  firft  eptjlky  where  you  will  fifff  -^ 
in  this  new  feriesj  than  for  not  placing  it  in  the  fame  or^ 
der  with  former  editors^  We  may  conjeEturey  thatYiAr- 
-NY  having  been  in  Bithynia,  refolvea  jiot  to  leave  tife 
prwinee  ^tbont  fme'^videntt  of  gratitude  towari^  his 
phyfician :  but  we  can  never  fuppofe^  that  the  moment 
after  be  bad  received  an  inftance  of  the  emperor^ s  in- 
dulgence  to  hisphyfidan  Harpocras  S  he  fhould  again 
apply  to  his  imperial  majier  for  the  fame  kind  of  indulg- 
ence to  his  phyfician  MARINUS^ 

//  is  fcarce  pofphle  to  devife^  froik  what  motive  the 
epiftle  concerning  C^^tius  Clemens,  which  undoubt- 
edly ought  to  he  placed  the  lajlj  bias  been  placed  very 
early  in  the  tenth  hook^  even  by  the  lateft  editors^  who 
have  altered  the  former  fituation  of  Pliny'j  letters. 
C/BLius  Clemens  was  appointed fiuceffor  to  Pliny,  as 
proconfulj  or  to  he  more  ex  all ^  legate  with  proconfular 
power  J  over  the  provinces  of  Bithynia  and  Pontus,  and 
the  r^^lic  of  Byzantium.  He  was  to  take  poffeffion 
of  bis  proconfulfhtp  asfoon  as  he  had  fulfilled  tbe*dignity  of 
conful :  and  from  this  laft  circufn/lance^  we  may  in  fome 
meafure  guefs  the  time  if  PhinY^s  departurcfrom  Bithy- 
nia \  Clemens  was  conful  during  the  months  of  March 
and  April.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  epijlle^  Clemen  % 
was  in  bis  confulfhip :  fo  that  Pliny  could  fcarce  leave 
his  government  till  the  month  of  May.  Few  traces  are 
to  be  found  of  him  after  bis  return  to  Italy. 

•  Epifflc  X  05.         ^       b  Epiflle  4.  «  Epiftle  121. 

^  By  the  original  inftitudon,  the  proconfuUhip  was  to  fubfift 
pnly  one  year. 

X  4  I  have 
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have  Jxed  the  ekjiUs  i  hut  I  know  Hot  f^fdt  HfaffW' 
mf  tTMflatim  of  the  voord  Domimis.  7>  mder  it'tx- 
phijy  perhaps  voefiotdd  call  it  Maibbr.  /  bam  ehafim 
tb*  word  [Sir]  as  ieing  mrefantiBar  it  ni,  ^a»d  more 
*i^  inlbe  efifiobry  ftyk  :  hkt.tofpeaktbitnUbt  I  em 


tb?  End  Pf  «hc  P»»FAC>  to  the  Tsntb  Bop?* 
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E  PIS  T  L  E     I. 
''  "Piiuv  to  Trajan. 

^  O  U  R  filial  pictjr,  moft  iacrcd  onperor,  i 
^  defired  that  your  fucceflion  to  your  fa- 
^  ther  mig^t  be  as  lace  as  polTibie :    but  a. 
J  the  immortal  Gods  haftencd  to  reward 
li  your  virtues,  by  fixing  you  at  the  helm  ti 
of  tt»t  commonwealth,  wtuch  you  had 
already  ft^red. 

I  befccch  heaven  therefore,  to  beftow  upon  you 
the  utmoft  profperity.  By  your  means,  may  the 
whole  race  of  human  kind  be  made  happy.  Or  in 
other  words,  may  all  events  be  worthy  of  your  reign. 
May  health  and  Klidsy  attend  the  beft  of  prince  in 
his  public,  and  in  his  private  life.  O  B  S  E  R- 
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OBSERVATION&       : 

This  is  t  -jHMcri  or  an  invocatioii  to  the  Go8m^  ladicr 
than  a  lettsr.  Wc.oiaT  conjedure  from  the  purport,  and 
n^a;mSf  ^^^Sky  V^  it  was  probably  earned  .to  Tr a- 
i^  W  bii^kiWiian/Ap.RiANy  who  was  die  firft  meflo^^ 
4Mtonffd^fali  y«wg  jntiQ  the  Lcwer  Gemumyj  widi  the  news 
dTNERVA^  ^th;  "'Adrian  fucoeeded  Trajan  in  tbe 
empire^  in  the  year  eight  hundred  and  fixty. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    II. 
Puny  /^  Trajan. 


vom  Rmt.  \MT  O  R  D  S,  Sir,  cannot  cxprefs  my  joy,  in  find- 
'^'sYo.  ^'    VV    i^&  ^at  you  think  nie  worthy  of  tbofe  rights^ 
ruAjAH.  which  belong  to^ the  fathers  bf  three  children.    For,  al- 
'*       tboush  in  this  in(i:an(^,  you  hav^  indulged  that  jnoft 
excellent  man,  Julius  Servianus,  your  own  devot- 
ed fervant  J  yet?  I  plainly  perceive  by  your  anlwer, 
that  you  granted  the  requeft  miore  willin^y,  becaufe 
it  was  made  in  regard  of  me^    I  feem  mercfore,  to 
have  reached  the  very  fummit  of  my  wifhes,  (edng 
myfelf  the  objed  of  your  peculiar  favour,  at  the  be^ 
ginning  of  youf  moft  aulpicious  reign. 

You  will  eafily  believe,  by  my  two  marriages,  how 
dcfirous  I  have  ever  been  of^^having  children.  I  even 
wifhcd  for  them  in  the  wcwft  of  times.  But,  the 
;  Gods  have  decreed  a  more  preferable  fate ;  and  have 
refervcd  all  my.  felicity  tp  be  crowned  by  your  good- 
.  nefs.  I  fhould  chufe  moft  particularly  >tb  be  arather, 
tt  this  time,  ^hen  I  have  a  certain  profpeft  of  fu-- 
ture  happinefs  and  fafety. 

•  * 

OBSERVATIONS. 

.    The  friendfliip- between  Julius  SERviANrtrs  artdPLiNi^ 
was  recipipctd.    Fiioxn  this  ^ftle  we  find^ that  Servianus 
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^d!ffdi  hiA  libMft  povv^r  in  favour  of  P&iky  :  and  in  the 
fcventeendi  qpiftle  of  the  third  book,  and  the  twenty  fixth 
fpiftk  of  the  fixth  bodk,  Flint  exprefles  great  tendernds 
tad  afieAi^  towaids  S^Rvianus  $  and  ij^aks  of  him  in 
other  places  ^^  witK  great  deference  and  refped. 

The  following  fentence  has  feduced  fome  of  the  com- 
tfientators  into  a  ihillake*  Eoqug  magis  liberos  concupifcSj  quos 
habnre  nfiim  Ulo  triJHj^mbJecnU  voiui^  ficut  fotes  duobm  ma-^ 
irimoniis  hteis  credere.  They  imagine,  that  Flint,  who  had 
two  wives^  was  twvce  married  before  die  death  of  DpMt^^ 
4*1  AN  :  but  ki  a  letter  to  Qjjahratus  •»,  he  particulj^rly 
mentions  the  tim^  wb^n  his  firft  wife  died,  and  fxciif<^ 
himfdf  from  waiting  upon  AnIteia,  ^^  becauTe  he  had  th^ 
^^  lately  loft  his  wife^  and  was  cohfined  from  going  abroad 
*^  by  defcehcy,  and  the  cxcefs  of  his  afflifiion.**  That  epi- 
ftle,  from  the  prapott  of  it,  cvidcnthr  appears  to  have  been 
Written  Anno  U,  C.  848,  in  the  lirft  year  of  Nerva's 
rtignk    A  parenthefis- would  not  bnly  prevent  any  chrono*  , 

logical  mimke,  but  woqid  dear  up  me  ofafcurity  of  the  pa- 
ra^ph^  and  render  it  anfwerable  to  t^e  fenfe^  in  which  it  is 
tranilated,  EoftU  nkms  Uberos  concupifco^  (quos  habere  etiam 
iiio  triJliSmo  fecub  vimi)  £cut  poteT  ihiobus  matrimonii s  credere  : 
**  And  rrpm  hence  1  am  particularly  defirous  to  haVe  chil- 
^*  dren,  (fmce  1  wifhed  fot-  thfem  indeed  in  the  moft  inau-i 
^  li)icbiis  times)  las  you  may  imagine  by  my  two  marriages." 


a  Book  7.  qpifUe  S.abd  bo<^  8.  epidle  23. 
^^ook  ^.  epiiUe  13, 


EPISTLE    IIL 

Plinv  /^Trajan. 


O  U  R  indulgence  to  me,  moft  excellent  empe?  Fiom  Rm 

850. 


V 

\    .ror>  has  beea  {q  unlimited,  that  it  ftiir,em-.  ^'^'^  ^ 
feoldens  me  to  feek  favour  from  you,  even  in  behalf  t»ajan 
of  my  friends,  among  whom  Voconius  Romanus       '• 
rtwjft  evicr  Claini  the  higheft  {dace,    In  our  €arlicfl:. 
'yeif  s,  the  faihc  bcSd  contained  us,  and  the  fame  fchool    ' 
gave  us  education.     For  which  reafons,  I  formerly 
petitioned  your  royal  fadicr,  to  promote  my  friend  to 

the 
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the  fenatorial  order :  but  to  your  goodne&  is  refervenl 
the  completion  of  my  wifhes.  For  the  mother  rf 
RoMANus  had  not  legally  performed  her  promife,  in 
mving  him  the  free  ffk  of  four  hundred  thoti&nd 
fcfterces  *,  which,  by  her  letters  to  your  hthety  flic 
h^d  promifcd  to  give.  She  has  fince,  by  my  advice^ 
fulfilled  her  promife ;  for,  ihe  has  not  only  conveyed 
to  him  th^  particular  lands,  but .  has  alio  exerc^ed 
every  other  aft  n^efl^  to  make  the  conveyance  va- 
lid. Since  then  the  maix  is  ^finifhed,  whicn  delayed 
the  execution  of  my  hopes,  with  the  greatefl:  confi- 
dence I  offer  you  my  fecurity  for  the  morals  of  my 
friend  Romanus,  which  appear  ii>  full  luflre,  by  his 
own  polite  learning,  and  by  nis  filial  piety.  A  piety^ 
that  not  only  procured  to  him  this  benefadlion  from 
his  mother,  but  even  put  him  into  immediate  poilei^ 
fion  of  his  own  father's  eftate,  and  gained  him  the 
adoption  of  his  father^n-law.  All  thete  advantageous 
circumllances  are  encreaied  by  the  felendour  orhis 
family,  and  by  his  great  wealth  ;  and  I  believe,  that 
even  my  commendation  of  his  particular  virtues  may 
probably  entitle  him  to  your  indulgence.  I  beieec^ 
you.  Sir,  to  grant  me  the  much  defired  opportunity 
of  congratulating  Romanus,  and  of  boafiing,  (iince 
my  affedions  are,  as  I  hope,  founded  in  virtue)  that 
your  approbation  and  judgement  have  not  only  been 
confwred  up9n  me,  but  upon  my  fi'icnd. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

By  tbis  epiftle  we  are  informed,  that  the  fenators  were 
•bligod  to  prove  themfelves  worth  a  certain  number  of  fefler- 
ces,  before  they  could  arrive  at  the  fenatorial  dimity.  Su« 
STONius  mentions  the  particular  fum.  Senatorum  xtnfum 
timpkavit  .V  ac  pro  oSlingentorum  mUlium  funrnia  du^  dfcies 
H.  S,  iaxayitj  fupplevitque  non  bahentibus^  :  "  The  quali^* 
^^  cation  for  .me  fenatorial  order  w^  enlarged  by  Ay oyj^r 

•  Equal  to  3229/.  3/.  4//. 
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*5'TUS.    He- made  it  necefTary,  that  each  fenator  fhoiild 
•'  have  an  eftate  worth  twelve  hundred  thoufand  fefterces  *, 
•*  inftead  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  fefterces  *.    And  he 
^^  fupplied,  put  of  his  own  revenue,  fuch  perfons,  whom 
^*  he  was  defirous  to  qualify  for  that  affembly."    This  pro- 
portion of  wealth  was  called  the  cenfus  fmatmus ;  and  was^ 
originally  inftituted,  as  the  moft  effe£tual  means  to  fecure 
perfons  from  being  chofen,    whofe  indigence  midit  bring 
infamy,  or  inconvenience,  upon  the  high  nation,  vmich  they 
enjoyed.    According  to  Pliny  the  elder,  the  eflfed  was  not 
amwerable  to  the  intention :  he  fays,  in  the  banning  of  his 
.fourteenth  book,   Poftquam  fenator  cenfu  legi  copptusj 'judex 
fieri  cenfu^  magifiratum  ducemque  nihil  magis  exornart^  quam 
cenfiiSj  pejfum  iere  vit^e  pretia :   ommfque  a  maximo  bom  iiie^ 
rales  di6ia  arUs  in  contrarium  cecidere^  ac  ferviiute  fola  profid 
coeptum  :  ^^  Some  fenators  and  judges  have  been  diolen  on 
^  account  of  their  wealth  ;  and  fince  riches  have  been  the 
••  beft  pretenfions,  either  to  the  magiftracy,  or  to  the  riiili- 
^^  tary  empWments,  all  the  more  valuable  qualifications  are 
^^  become  ufelefs :  and  thofe  arts,  that  aflumed  their  naihe 
<^  from  the  liberty,  to  which  thev  owed  their  rife,  hav^ 
<^  fallen  into  difefteem  ;  the  bafefc  fervitude  beii^  the  only 
««  road  to  fortune." 

•* 

aEqaal  to  9687/.  los,  oJ, 

k  Equal  to  6458/.  16  i.  8 i/. 

EPISTLE    IV. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 

BEING  aflaifted.  Sir,  laft  year,  by  a  very  fcvcrc  From  Jiinf* 
dilbrder,  in  which  my  life  was  almoft  dcfoaired  ^-^^  ^ 
of,  I  employed  one  of  thofe  phyficians,  whole  pro-  trajj^ 
feflion  is  to  cure  difeafes  by  unguentary  applications.      ** 
I  can  make  no  fuitable  return,  unlefs  by  your  favour, 
to  the  care  and  (kill,  which  he  (hewed  upon  the  occa* 
fion.    Let  me  therefore  entreat  you  to  create  him  a 
Roman  citizcru    He  is  of  foreign  extradtion,  and  re- 
ceived his  manumUTion  from  a  foreign  lady.    His 

name 
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name  is  Harpocras.  '  His  patronefi  was  Ther-' 
MUTis,  the  daughter  of  Theon,  She  is  fincc  dead. 
Let  me  farther  a(k  you,  to  ^ve  the  rights  of  a  cir 
tizen,  as  inflituted  by  Romulus,  to  Hejuia,  and  ta 
Antonia  Harmeris,  the  freedwomen  of  Anton{4 
Maximilla.  Tliis  requell  is  made  to  you  by  zpi^ 
at  the  entreaty  of  their  patroneis.    Farewell. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    V. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

iL^j^  T  ^^^^^  y^"  thanks.  Sir,  for  having  fb  immediate^ 
S50.  *  JL  ly  indulged  me,  by  grantii^  the  rights  of  Roman 

rsAjAw.  citizens  to  the  fr^wbmen  of  a  lady,  vnih  whorn  J 
am  clolely  connected  in  friendihip  ;  and  the  peculiar 
ri^ts  of  a  Roman  citizen  to  Harpocras  my  phyfi^ 
cian.  But  while,  according  to  your  order)  i  was 
employed  in  regiflering  his  age,  and  eftate,  ibme  per- 
fons,  more  experienced  than  myfelf,  told  me,  that  I 
ought  firft,  to  have  afked  for  him  the  freedom  of  the 
city  of  Jlexandriuy  becaufe  he  was  an  jEgyptian^  and 
afterwards  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Rome.  But,  as  I 
did  not  imagine,  that  there  was  any  eilential  difierence 
between  the  birth  of  an  JEgyptian^  and  of  other  fo- 
reigners, I  contented  myfelf,  by  telling  you  only, 
that  he  was  affranchifed  by  a  lady,  who  was  a  foreign- 
er, and  who  had  been  dead  fome  time.  Nor,  can  I 
'  yet  repent  of  my  ignorance,  fince  it  allows  me  to 
receive  iweated  obligations  firom  you,  for  the  ^une 
man.  That  I  may  therefore  lawfully  enjoy  the  bene* 
fit,  which  you  intended  me,  I  mufl:  follicit  you  to 
grant  him  the  freedom,  both  of  Alexandria^  and  of 
Rome.  And,  that  no  accident  may  again  ftop  youjr 
Intended  goodnefs,  I  have  fent,  as  you  commanded 
me,  an  account  of  his  age  and  his  eilate,  to  your 
freedipen, 
-"  ^    '     ^  EPISTLE 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E     VI. 
Trajan  /■»  Puny. 

I  Was  refidved  to  foUaw  the  example  of  my  prede-     From 
ceflEbrs,  by  bdng  particularly  cautious  in  beftow-  ^^^ 
ing  the  freedom  of  Alexandria:  but,  as  you  had  al-  Germany ^ 
ready  demanded  fix)m  me  the  freedom  of  Romej  for  ^-^^  ^* 
your  jdiyfician  Harpocras,  I  find  it  impoflible  not  TEi^jAK. 
to  grant  vpu  this  other  requeitin  his  favour.    You      '* 
ou^t  to  let  me  know,  to  what  province  of  JEgypt 
he  beloog^  tlutt  I  may  fend  to  you  a  letter  for  my 
frieod  l^u^zitit  Plant  A,  the  prasfirft  of  M^ft. 

EPISTLE     VII. 
PLiNY/e?  Trajan. 

WORDS,  Sir,  cannot  expreis  the  joy,  with  From  Kmt. 
which  your Jetter  has  affeded  me,  fince I  find  ^g^;  ^• 
by  it,  that  you  have  granted  the  freedom  of  Jlex^  Ttijiic 
aniria  to  my  phyfidan  Harpocras  5  althou^,  ac-      *• 
cording  to  the  rule  of  your  predeceflbrs,  you  had  re- 
fdved  not  to  confer  fuch  gifts  without  long  deli- 
beration.   I  muft  ii^orm  you,  that  Harpocras  is  of 
the  province  of  Memphis.    \jtx,  me  ilierefore  entreat 
you,  my  moft  indulgent  royal  mafter,  to  foxl  me, 
as  you  pximifed,  a  letter  to  Pompbius  Planta,  die 
praefcft  of  jE^ypt^  your  friend. 

As  I  wifli.  Sir,  for  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  as 
foon  as  po0ibly  I  can,  you  will  pennit  me  to  meet 
you  oa  the  road,  at  a»  gr^at;  a  diftance  as  I  d(n 
reach.    Farewell 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

latralipun  aifumpji ».    The  iatralipta  were  not  regular 
phyficians  :  they  applied  outward  applications,  and  anointed  -^ 
their  patients  in  a  particular  manner.    CsLsus  (bewB  th^. 
difference  between  the  medicus  and  the  iairaUpta^  whem  he. 
fyy%j  Sanus  bomo^  qui  et  bene  vaUty  et  fua  JpoHtis  ffif  nuOh  ■■■ 
Migarefe  Ugibus  debity  ac.  mque  nudhoy  mque  iatrdKpia  eger0S^yi 
^^  A  man^  who  is  in  health,  and  is  at  his  own  liberty^  xiedl 
**  not  confine  himfelf  to  any  particular  habit  of  life^  ndc'. 
^  does  he  want  either  the  tmdicusj  or  the  iatralipta/*    Thib 
word  IaWx£«i9r,^  is  compofod  of  latoig  medicusy  and  dhinihK^  '  * 
m3or»    The  antient  phyficians  indeed  praftifed  both  pl^iJhf  ^^^ 
and.  farger):,Jbut.  were  eftabliihed  long  before  the  tililt'of    *** 
Pliny,  in  a  more  uniform  and  regular  method ;  and  diofe  *" 
perfons,  who  profefled  tl^e  cure  of  particular  difeafes,  were  ' '  ** 
efteemed  then,'  as  they  are  now,  emperict. 

Pes  ei  civitatem  Romanam  :  ^^  Be  pleafed  •  to  make  hini'  a 
**  freedman  o(  Rome!*    The  Avttas  Romana  was  mcwc  or    ' 
lefs  exten^vjc,  according  to  the  manner,  in  wfaidl  it  wa?  ^''' 
beftowed.    Foreigners,  or  perfons  not  living  within  the  dtr^'    " 
and  territories  oi  Reme^  frequently  enjoyed  *it  under  cirMn  " 
limitations.    They  were  incorporated  into  the  city  tribes')   '  ^ 
but  although  they  were  entitled  to  give  their  fuffifages^  they.  "'^ 
were  debarred  from  offering  themfelves  as  candidates  for  any      "* 
of  the  ftate-employments.    The  requeft  of  Pliny  therefore^      ^ 
in  favour  of  Harpocras,  feems  perfe6Uy  well  judged  ;  fof 
at  the  fame  time,  that  Ae  prafeffion  of  a  phyfiaan*  rendered 
him  incapable  to  attend  the  duties  of  a  public  office,  Ae 
power  of  giving  his  vote  in  the.cpmitia  was  at  once  a  de^' 
iirable,  and  an  advantageous  privikge*    The  honour  of  the 
civitas  Romanay  when  beftowed  without  any  referve,  was     " 
very  extenfive,  and  entitled  the  citizens,  who  enjoyed  it; 
not  only  to  the  hi^heft  magiftracies,  but  to  all  forts  of  pitUic 
ri^ts  and  diilindions* 

*  Epiftle  4.  

^  The  alipta  were  attendants  at  the  baths  :  they  anointed  fuck 
perfons,  who  were  healthy,  and  who  only  ufed  oily  applications 
either  to  make  their  limbs  pliable  i  or  to  hinder  too  profufe  a 
ppfpiratioxu 
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Disjus  ^ritium  Ubertis  Antoni-»  Maximillje  i  «  I 
*'  wifli  you  to  confer  the  rights  of  citi^^ns  upon  the  freed<» 
**  womcnof  Antonia  Maximilla."  The  jus  ^tritium 
was  the  fundamental  fettlement,  that  guided  private  property^ 
and  regulated  particular  perfons  in  their  rights.     By  Aejus 

?uiritium<i  the  citizens  were  afcertained  in  weir  inheritances* 
he  difference  between  the  two  privileges  mentioned,  and 
x^eqiiefted  in  this  letter,  is  pointed  out  by  one  of  the  tonunen- 
tators,  where  he  fays,  Viri  (hSfi  bac  ita  di/amuntj  utjus 
^tritium  privatum  civium  jusj  sivitas  autem  publicum  jut 
Cimipli^atur. 

^od  a  te^  pitent$  patfona^  peto  :  *^  I  make  you  this  re« 
^*  <|iieft  by  tbe  defire  of  their  patron/'  By  the  Roman  con-* 
ftitution,  the  patronus  flill  retained  a  power  over  the  libirtus* 
Befcn«  die  ceremony  of  manumi^n,  he  was  die  abfolute 
ma/ter  of  a  flave  ;  and  after  the  gift  of  enfranchifement,  htt 
became  the  patrm  of  ^fradman :  his  right  of  patron  com- 
menced, as  feon  as  his  authority  of  mafter  expired*  But^ 
ihejus  ^iritium  effe£hiallv  eftablifhed  the  freedman  in  a  flats 
of  liberty,  and  allowed  hmi  the  entire  difpofal  of  his  own 
eftate ;  an  inheritance,  to  which  his  patron,  by  die  law  d 
the  twelve  tables,  was  endded,  if  the  freedman  died  inte- 
fbte,  or  left  no  lawful  iillie,  bom  after  the  time  of  his  en^ 
franchiiement.  It  was  equitable  therefore,  that  ihtjus  j^/-« 
ritium  ought  not  to  be  granted,  except  at  die  interceffion  of 
AtpatTMHsi  and  we  mall  find,  that  whenever  Pliny  re- 
commends a  peddon  of  this  kind  to  die  emperor^  he  givea 
afTurances,  that  die  requeft  comes  originally  from  die  patron 
ef  the  pei^n,  whom  he  recommends. 

The  anfwer  from  Trajan  to  PlinIt  on  this  occafion  is 
\o&.  But  the  epiftle  *,  which  ought  immediately  to  Inve 
followed  that  arawtr,  mentions  a  certain  previous  privilege^ 
requifite  to  be  obtained  by  the  Mgyptiam^  before  they  codd 
be  endded  to  the  civitas  Ksmana.  The  words  are,  Admoni^ 
tus  fum  a  peritimbus^  debuiji  me^  ei  [HAkPOCRATi]  anti 
jtlexandrinam  civitattm  impetrare^  diinde  Romanamy  fuoniam 
ejfet  jEgyptius :  •*  Perfons  of  more  experience  than  m)rfelf 
*<  inform  me,  thit  Harpocras,  as  a  nadve  of  AEgypt^ 
•'  muft  procure  the  freedom  of  AUxandrioi  before  he  can  ht 
*'  legally  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  Rome*^  In  what  man- 
ner this  privilege  had  been  granted  to  the  AUxandrians^  or 

•  £p.  5.  In  the  edition  of  LONOOLivd  22. 
Vol..  IL  V  whether 
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whether  it  was  intended  as  an  honour^  or  a  reftraint  upotn 
the  Mgyftiansj  cannot  be  difcovered  at  this  inftance  of  tune. 
Such  a  neceilary  qualification  towards  the  ovitas  Romanay  fo 
entirely  unknown  evea  to  Pliny  himfelf,  is  a  furpriiing  ^xiA 
regretfvl  oircumftancey  aix4  is  one  of  the  many  inftances  tok 
convince  us^  how  deficient  our  knowledge  mufi  ren^ux^jQ 
various  branches  of  the  Raman  conftitution.  ,  .1 

Rogo  ergo^  indulgeniijfime  imperator^  uf  mihi  adPoVLfki^f^ 
Pl  A  N  T  A  M  prafe£ium  Mgypti^  amicum  tuum^ .  &c. .  ** .  J ;  a^ 
^'  you  therefore,  moft  indulgent  eipperors .  that  yQU  usquM. 
•'  write  to  your  friend  Pompeius  Planta,  th?  pi$e](b^  of 
**  J!^S/P^'*  The  fcveral  countries,  which  1^4  bee^xxon- 
quered  by  the  Romans^  were  governed  either,  by  a  prtiiiii^ffiiiy 
zpropratQr^  or  a  prafeSius.  Thofe,  which  were/gos^furned 
by  the  two  former^  were  called  prmmiai,  Thoie^  which 
wete  governed  by  a  prafe£ius^  were  termed prafi^ur^g,  *,.and 
thefe  Tail:  were  generally  fudi  places^  as  had  incurr^  tbe 
difpleafure  and  fufpicion  of  the  Roman  ftate.  The  pr^ffe^itu 
Mgypti  ^  was  never  continued  longei:  dtan  oae  year  in  hit 
government:  and  when  he  went  fromRomiy  was  obHgedl 
to  leave  his  children  vnth  the  emperor,  as  a  fecuribr  for  ma^ 
own  fidelity  and  behaviout*.  So  great  a  degree  orcaHtico 
ki  the  government  of  Mgypt\  may  encline  us  to  imagine,  Aat 
the  civitas  Akxtmdrina  was  meant  rather  as  an  impediment, 
dian  a  ftep  of  honour  to  the  civitas  Romana.  ^gypU  inune- 
diately  after  the  death  of  Cleopatra,  was  reduce4  ta  a 
Roman  province,  by  Augustus,  who  was  pardculariy  &ii& 
in  reilrsiining  perfons  oi  power  and  diftin£tion,  from  travel- 
ling out  of  curiofity,  without  fome  neceflary  avocation  into 
that  country.  "  He  looked  upon  Sgyptj  fays  Tacitus  % 
^'  as  the  key  to  Italy ^  both  by  fea  and  land :  and  imagined, 
•'  that  if  it  were  once  feized,  it  could  not  eafily  be  recover- 
^  ed,  being  fo  fituated,  as  to  defend  itfelf  with  a  very  imall 
•*  number  of  men,  againft  a  very  numerous  army,"  Pliny, 
in  his  panegyric  **,  calls  the  jEgyptianj  ventofa  it  infolem  na^ 
tio :  "  A  vain-glorious  and  infolent  people  :"  and  from  ex-r 

a  The  inhabitants  of  the  fro'vincite  pr/tfeSiura  were  diveiled  of 
their  own  laws,  and  were  eatirely  fubje^d  to  the  laws,  cuHoms, 
and  magtllracy  of  Rome. 

^  In  the  reign  of  Augustus,  the  officer  fent  to  govern  JEgypt 
was  called  frafeSius  Auguftaliu 

^  Annal.  lib.  a.  cap.  59. 

*  Cap.  51.       .       ♦ 

prei&ons 
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t^reffions  in  icveral  odier  andent  writets^  we  tAxf  conclude^ 
that  a  conftfint  jealoufy  was  maintained  between  the  two 
nations  :  fo  that  the  Roman  emperors,  froip  a  motive  of 
policy  a»d  reftri£kion,  continued  to  govern  £ffpt  by  a  prap- 
teSt^  arid  coiiftantly  to  chufe  an  officer  for  Ui2ft  truffj  in 
whofe  alle^ance  ana  integrity  they  might  confide.  Such  wasj 
PoMPEius  Plakta,  whom  Pimy  dignifies  in  this  epiftle, 
by  die  tide  of  Trajan's  friend;  and  the  emperor^  in  his 
anfwer,  confirms  the  application. 

Tuj  ix  quo  nomo  fiu  notum  mihi/aare  debebls  •  :  **  Yoit 
^*  ihottld  let  me  know  of  what  nome  Harpocras  is  a  ha- 
*^  live/*  ^^Jffp^  was  divided  into  nofnes.  Dividitur  in  proh^ 
feSuras  ofplairum^  quas  nqmds  vacant  ^ :  **  It  is  divided  into 
*•  diftri£i3  of  townS)  which  thejr  call  nomos  :**  and  thus  we 
find  the  ieptuagiht  tranflatidn  of  the  bible :  IIoXi;  Itt!  ttoKiv^ 
HOki  wiAOi  im  vofAOP  «'  "  City  againft  city,  arid  nome  againft 
••  nome.**  Thefc  noms  were  in  fomc  degree  anfwerable  to 
the  divifion  of  our  countries.  The  midcue  M^t  was  par*. 
ticularly  called  Heptamndsy  from  the  feven  dim^idb,  which 
it  originally  contained.  PiiNT,  in  anfwer  to  TRAjAN'f 
queffion^  lets  him  know,  that  Harpocras  was[ve^Mff*- 
(^jdixS]  of  ^  province  belgi^ing  to  Memphis^  which  feems 
to  have  been  an  honourable  circun^lance  in  favour  of  HaR't 
PocRAS  I  a&  Mtmpbii  was  once  the  capital  of  Mgypt^  and 
in  the  days  of  Pliny,  a  moft  flourifliing  and  opulent  city. 
The  iituatioa  of  it,  Do&or  Pocock  tells  us^  cannot  be 
afcertsiihed ;  nor  are  the  leaft  remuns  of  it  at  this  day  to  be 
feen  ^*    Etiam  pmere  rmnwm 

*  £pk.  a 3^  EdiiifB  LoM^^QLit, 

^  pLiNii  Natur.  Hift.  lib.  j.  cap^  9. 

*  HcAiotqy  Kif.  xix.  ±.    Isaiah's  prophcicy  ot  confu^on^  an4 
iiSsti&on  in  JEjgypt. 

*  Ste  Dodor  Pocock's  de&riptioa  of  the  £aft.    Vol.  I.  ch.  54 

EPISTLE     VlIL 
Pliny  tor  Taajan* 

AS  fooni.  Sir,  as  youif  auguft  fatherj  by  a  ip^ery  Froin  i«*«. 
fine  oration,  and  by  his  own  eminent  example,  ^-gY,*  ^' 
had  exhorted  all  his  fubje^s  to  pipticdar  ads  of  gene-  TtA jak. 

Y  2  jofit^n      *' 
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rofitf  ^  I  delivered  to  him  a  petition,  "  that  I  migtir 
place  in  a  municipal  city  a  colleftion  of  ftatues,  be- 
longing to  me,  of  former  emperors,  and  that  I 
might  add  to  them  a  ftatue  of  bmfelf."    The  col- 
ledion  fell  into  my  pofieilion  by  inheritance,  and  the 
Hatues  are  upon  various  parts  of  my  mod  diftan| 
eftate.    He  was  pleafed  to  indulge  me  with  his  entire 
approbation,  and  I  immediately  wrote  to  the  Decuri- 
ons,  to  chufc  out  a  piece  of  ground^  upon  which  I 

,  might  build  a  temple,  at  my  own  cxpencc.  Thofc 
magiftrates,  in  honour  of  the  intended  work,  abib- 
lutely  left  to  me  the  choice  of  the  ground.  But  firft, 
my  own  illnefi,  then,  the  illnefe  of  your  fatl«5r,  and 
lately,  the  neceffary  attendance  upon  the  emi^oyment, 
in  wlUch  you  have  placed  me,  have  hindered  any  pro- 
grefs  hi  that  undertaking.  At  this  time,  I  think  it 
may  be  ipardcularly  Convenient  to  me  to  complete 
the  whole  defign,  my  month  of  attendance  ending  on 
the  firft  of  September,  and  the  next  month  having  in 
it  many  holydays.  Permit  me  therefore,  before  all 
other  confiderauons,  to  place  your  ftatue  as  the  chief 
ornament  of  a  ftrufibure,  which  I  am  impatient  to  be- 
gin :  and,  that  the  edifice  may  be  finifhed  in  the  moft 
expeditious  mannej!^  I  muft  entreat  your  leave  of  ab- 
fcnce.  But  the  fincerity,  which  I  conftandy  pradUfe 
towards  you,  will  not  fuffer  me  to  impofe  upon  your 
^oodnefs,  by  concealing  from  you  the  advantages, 
that  muft  accrue  upon  this  occafioh,  to  my  own  pri- 
vate afimrs.  My  eftate  in  that  country,  amounts  to 
upwards  of  four  hundred  thoufand  feft^erces  ».    I  muft 

Tec  it  without  delay,  that  the  new  tenant  may  enjoy 
the  crop  of  the  enluing  vintage^  Befid^s,  by  a  fuc- 
cefiion  pf  unfruitfiil  feiafons,  I  am  under  a  neceffity  of 
granting  ibme  abatements  $  and  iiich  concefiions  can 
only  be  made  by  myfelf,  while  I  am  upon  the  ^t.  1 
fhall  owe  therefore.  Sir,  to  your  indulgence,  the  ex- 
pedition of  a  work  of  piety,  and  the  fettlement  of 

aEqujalto  3:129/,  3/.  4/, 
•   ■■:'■.■"  ......  niy 
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my  own  private  fortune^  if  upon  both  theie  accounts 
you  permit;  m^  to  be  ab^^  tmity  d»ys»  Nor  can  my 
buiinefs  be  concluded  in  a  ih^rter  ipace  of  tiine,  fince 
both  t^c  city,' 'and  the  eftatis, .  which  I  have  mention* 
ed»  are  beyc^  the  hundred  and  fiftieth  mile-ftpne 
froA  Rfime. 


)•). . 


E  P  1  S  T  L  E    IX. 

Trajan    to   Pliny*j- 


W        ■'  ' 


YOU  hayp  given  every  private,  and  every  public    From 
reaion  for  afldrig  leave  of  abfence :  but  to  me  "^f^^l^^ 
even  your  own  inclination  would  have  been  fufficient.  other  city  iq 
Nor  can  I  doubt,  that,  as  foon  as  poflible,  you  y^  re-  ^^^^ 
turn  to  an  employment,  that  requires  your  attendance,  a.  u.  c. 
Left  I  might  teem  to  ftop  the  current  o(  your  af-  t»'m1h, 
fe£tiQn»  by  hindering  you  from  putting  up  my  ftatue,      %• 
in  the  place  where  you  defirei  I  fuomit  to  your  Fequeft, 
although  I  am  averfe  to  all  honours  of  that  kind. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

As  Trajan  certainly  did  n6t  return  to  RMtfy  till  the 
year  ei^t  himdrcfd  and  my  one,  in  die  confuUhip  of  Sossi- 
vs  Senecio,  and  A.  Corkblivs  Palma  ;  and  as  Pliny 
was  probably  impatient  to  (hew  the  earlieft  marks  of  devo- 
tion to  his  imperial  niafter,  by  ere^ing,  as  (bon  as  poflible^ 
a  ftatue  of  the  emperor  at  Tifernum  flberinum^  the  epifUe 
upon  this  fubjed  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  have  been 
written  in  this  year.  The  place,  from  whence  the,  empe- 
ror dated  his  anfwer,  cannot  be  fo  eafily  afcertained  :  but  vrt 
may  conje6hue,  that  he  was  ftill  in  Germanv.  His  aniwer 
to  rtiNY's  requcft  is  extremely  kind,  and  difcovers  not 
only  a  greatnefs  of  fpirit,  in  rekdving  to  refiife  idl  oftenta- 
tious  honours,  but  an  unconunon .  affefiion  to  Pliny,  in 
breaking  through  that  refolution. 
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E  P  I  $  T  t  EX. 

*  •       . 

Puny  u  Trajan. 

^A^uf  c!'  A  ^  ^^^»  ^^^^  ^  ^y  y^^^  &^^  indulgeno^  I  Wim 
851.  *  jfj^  raifed  to  be  praefcdt  of  the  trcafury  of  Saturn^ 
TiAjAN*  ^^^  J  jnight  entirely  devote  myfelf  to  the  particular 
duty  of  my  piBce,  I  renounced  the  employment  of  an 
advocate,  which,  indeed,  I  had  never  exercifcd  in  a 
promifcuous -manner-  And  from  the  fame  reafon, 
When  the  provincials  entreated  me  to  undertake  thdr 
qmfe  againft  Marius  Priscus,  I  afked,  and  I  ob- 
tained leave  to  be  excufed.  But,  when  the  confo) 
ele£t  declared  his  opinion,  that  we,  who  had  been  ex-^ 
.  cufed,  ought  not  only  to  decline  our  privily  on  this 
pccalioru  but  to  fubmit  to  the  power  of  the  fenate, 
and  fufifer  our  names  to  be  thrown  into  the  urn ;  I 
then  thought  it  perfedly  agreeable  to  that  unanimity^ 
which  diftinguimes  your  reign,  not  to  pppofe  that  ikr 
iuftrious  affembly,  efpecially  in  fo  mild  an  inftance  of 
their  power.  I  wifh,  that  my  obedience,  in  this  point, 
may  meet  with  your  approbation,  as  I  ardently  der 
fire,  that  ajl  my  words  and  a6tiQns  may  be  conform? 
able  to  the  excellent  rules,  which  you  praftife. 

EPISTLE    XL 
Tratan  to  Pliny, 

A^T^ina  \^  ^ ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  good  citizen^  an4 
w 'foST'    X    ^  SPod  fenator,  by  your  obdUiencc  tp  the  fen^c, 

^^e'iiSir  ^  ^"  inftance,  where  it  was  jnoft.  juftly  fequijjed :  por 
clrmuny.  Kavc  I  the  Icaft  doubt,  that  you  will  aft  the  fame  part 

^'%'i  ^'  ^^  ^^  employmentj^  which  you  have  undcrtfckorii  *  '- 

OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Pliny  was  now  in  his  fecond  year,  as  prafeSfus  ararii. 
AH  payments  to  be  exhibited  by  the  ftate,  particularly  the 
cxpences  neceflary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  naval  and  mi- 
litary force,  the  reception  of  embaffadors,  the  public  build- 
ings, the  games,  the  triumphs,  and  ovations,  were  difburfed 
out  of  the  treafuryof  Saturn.  Tht  prafe^i  ararii  were 
three  in  number  :  of  which  two  were  always  required  to  at- , 
tend,  and  the  tblid  could  not  be  longer  abfent  than  a  month, 
as  may  be  gathered  from  Pliny's  expreflion  in  the  eighth 
cpiftle.  Nam  et  menjlruum  meum  caletid.  Septenibrisjimtury 
it  fequens  men/is  catnplures  dies  feriatos  habet  *  :  *'  For  my 
**  month  erf"  attendance  ends  the  firft  of  September,  and  tte 
**  next  month  is  full  of  feftivals/'  The  fcholiaft  upon,  this  ^ 
tniftaken,  where  he  fays,  that  Cornutus  Tertullus  was 
the  only  collegue  wt^i  Pliny  in  the  treafury,  and  that  each 
of  the  commiffioners  attended  monthly  in  his  office :  but  the 
commentator  forgets,  that  in  the  fourth  epiftle  of  the  third 
book,  Pliny  mentioning  the  particulars  relating  to  the  trial 
of  Classicus,  exprefsly  fays  to  MacrinIjs,  (Ulkga  $p^ 
timiy  tneique  amantiffim  de  communis  effcii  neceffitatibus^  pr4g-^ 
hcutiy  excufare  me^  et  exhnere  terttarunt  ^  :  **  My  very  worthy 
**  collegues,  who  were  alfa  my  particular  friends,  having 
*^  fpoken  of  die  exigencies  of  our .  common  employment^ 
*'  endeavoured  to  excufe  and  exempt  my  attendance."  From 
Dion  Cassius  *  we  know  the  exa^l  number  of  thefe  offi- 
cers, as  fettled  by  Augustus  ;  and  there  are  not  any 
grounds  to  imagine,  that  the  number  was  diminifhed  l^ 
(ucceeding  empero^. 

The  date  of  this  letter  may  very  nearly  be  afcertained. 
Pliny  tells  ArUianus;  in  the  eleventh  epiftle  of  the  fe- 
cond book,  thatPRiscus  was  tried  in  January,  when  the 
dpperor  was  conful,  and  prefided  in  the  fenate  ^.  Thi^epv- 
fUe,  therefcffe^  muft  have  been  written  in  the  preceding  yw,  - 
before  the  emperor's  return  from  Germany^  and  after  rLifcy 
had  made  hb  excurfion  into  Yufcan^^   where  he  fiaid  a|i 

■■'■■■:•'  .,  :       .  .  ■.  .y      ■        * 

«  Editio  LoNQOLii.    Ep.  24.  pftg.  73 5*        • 

Mbid.     Pag.   188. 

«  Lib.  55.  A.  U.  C.  759. 

*  Princefs  frafidehat  (erat  enim  conful)  ad  hoc  Januarius  menfisi 

^    y  4  the 
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die  month  of  September ;  and  from  hence  again  we  may  be 
aflured,  that  the  emperor's  arnval  at  R»ms^  after  his  fuc- 
ceffion,  was  very  late  in  the  year  ei^t  hundrcd^  and  fifty 
one* 

EP  I  S  T  L  E     XiL 
PXflNY  to  Trajan, 


-.V.^V' 


s 


fnm  jtifw.  fT^ HE ffcrift friendfhip between mc and Rosianus 

^'ssi        JL     Gbminus  has  arifcn,  Sir,  from  the  favours^ 

T*  A  J  Air.  yhich  you  have  beftowed  uppq  me.    When  I:  was 

^      conful,  he  was  my  qyaeilor,  axid  I  found  him  perfe&- 

Iv  devoted  ta  me.     Since  tiie  expiration  of  my  con- 

fulfhip,  he  has  Ihewn  fo  peculiar  a  refpeft  towards 

me,  that  my  public  obligations  to  him,  have  been 

much  accufnuiated  by  private  inflances  of  friend- 

Ihb.  i  entreat,  that  he  may  be  dignified  at  my  inter- 

odlion  5  fof  certainly,  if  you  rely  upon  my  opinion, 

Fou  will  fhew  him  uncommon  marks  of  diftipdtion. 
[e  will  fo  far  affift  his  own  intereft,  that  in  all  in- 
ftances  of  your  commands,  his  behaviour  wilj  (till 
entitle  him  to  a  greater  degree  of  your  confidence.  I 
iiall  be  lefe  laviffi  in  his  praifes,  becaufe,  I .  hope  he 
has  already  cbnvinccd  you  of  his  integrity,  his  pro- 
|)ity.  iand  his  djli^ce,  not  only  ih  the  feveral  flate- 
cmployments,  which  he  has  enjoyed  undcf  your  owii 
eye  at  Smm^  but  in  the  capacity  of  ^  ibldier,  in  your 
army.  However,  I  muft  mention  again  and  again 
the  {>articular  liibjcft  of  my  requeft,  which/  perha|)5i 
t  have  hot-yct  fomciently  enforced  j  at  leaft,  lb  -my  ^ 
ftflioii  iiffiircs  me.  Ibefeecbyou,  Sii-j  togranrto 
Hm|  as  fbm  as  ix>(fible,  fome  pbft  of  dignity^  thii0n' 
tbt  vertQtk  of  itiy  qu«flor,  I  may  rejoice  a*  the  ^eti^ 
frcate  of  my  own  hcmourf.  ^     -^-^^ 

O  B  S  E  R- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Trajan  did  not  go  out  of  Italy^  and  in  all  probability* 
redded  at  Rnm^  during  the  year  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
two»  No  letters  appear  to  have  paffed  betwedn  him  and 
PtiNY  that  jear.  Thi^  epiftle,  in  favour-  of  Rosianus 
GEMINUS9  IS  dated  therefore  in  the  enfuing  year,  being 
written,  as  may  be  conje£hu:ed,  while  the  emperor  was  in 
Dada^  at  the  head  of  an  army,  in  which  Geminus  had  al« 
ready  diftinguifhed  bimfelf  as  an  officer, 

Pliny,  by  the  zeal  of  his  friendihip  to  Geminus,  is  led 
into  a  iieedlefs  repetition,  where  he  fays,  Rogo  ergoy  ut  ipfi 
apud  U  pr9  dignitate  ejus  precibus  nuts  faveas  :  cut  //,  Ji  qmd 
mihi  credis^  indulgentiam  tuam  dabis.  But  his  excufe  after* 
wards  might  even  make  a  more  tedious  tautology  agreeable. 
JIM  mum  quod  propter  cbaritatem  ejus  nondum  mihi  viieer. 
fatis  plene  fect/fe.  Pliny's  heart  is  not  only  filled,  but  over* 
ilows  with  affe&ion  towards  all  his  friends. 

« 

EPISTLE    XIIL 
Pliny  /^Trajan, 

ALTHOUGH  I  am  fenfible.  Sir,  that  my  nom  the 
foUicitations  have  not  efcapcd  your  memory,  ^^u^^* 
which  faithfully  retans  every  humane  impreffion ;     $5^. 
yet,  as  you  have  often  indulged  me  in  thisjn^ner,  trajak. 
give  me  leave  to  remind,  and  earneftly  entreat jou,  to,     ^' 
beftow  the  praetorfhip  upon  Accius  Sura,  4y^enp\Qerx 
that  pla/cis  :ihs^  become  vacant.  -,  Although  lise^caa  liyc^ 
in  quiet  c3cpe^b*ion.  of  the  ^vent  f  yep  tf^  jj^k^i^^ 
of  hia^^birtt^;  an^  his  conftaat  inte^t)^  d^I^^ 
frowns  of  fortune,  and,  above  rail  othetUi^i^mes..^ 
happincfs.  of  jAefe  times, .  wJ^r^n  the  i5)riggi^Bgl|  ^9^ 
your  'icit%e9§iii$,  a  ode;  to  your  favour,  agpw.  as  3^' 
many  incitements,  to  l^^'^^:isif^x^  tjixif:bor. 

nour.    Farewell. 

OBSER* 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

By  the  cxpreffion,  natoHum  fplendcr^-  Active  SuftA  ji 
diftinguiibed,  in  this  epiftle,  at  a  nu9  of  a  nobla  faaaSji 
The  fcholiaft  Catanjeus  mentions  feveral  JR^numsof  im 
name,  and  .among  them,  Lxcinius  Sura  %  who  ^w^^xm^ 
fill  the  enfuing  year;  and  whom  Dion  Cassiu«  delcribeft 
ais  remarkably  rich,  and  in  hi^  &vour  with  ibe  eaiporor 
Trajan.  — 

Pliny,  who  generally  pafled  part  of  the  fummer  at  his 
Tufcan  villa,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  written  diis  letter 
from  thence,  in  confequence  of  a  perfonal  converfation  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  him  at  Rome^  wherein  he  had  obtain- 
ed from  his  imperial  mafter  a  promife  of  the  praetorfhtp  for 
Accius  Sura.  The  prstors  were  next  in  dignity,  and 
grsidual  fucceffion,  to  the  confuls. 

*  Th«  30th  cpiftle  of  the  4th  book,  and  the  27th  cplftle  of  the 
7th  book,  are  addreiTed  to  bim.  By  both  thofe  letters,  and  by 
the  46th  epigram  of  the  7th  book  of  Marti  al,  he  appears  to 
have  been  a  man  of  learning. 

EPISTLE    XIV. 
Pliny   to  Trajan. 

From  Kmt.  T  Congratulate  you,    Sir,  and  I  congratulate  th6 

^'%l\?'  X  commonwealth  upon  your  vifltory  •,  of  all  your 

TiajIn.  conqucfts  the  greateft,  the  moft  complete,  and  the 

^*       moft  memorable.  *  May  heaven  grant  fuch  hatp^y 

events  to  your  future  cnterprifes,    that  the  empirt^^ 

from  your  many  virtues,   may  find  itfdf  reft<ird^ 

and  augmented  to  the  Wgheft  degree  of  ks  fonncr 

^ory, 

OBSERVATIONS.  ^ 

Trajan,  after  having  obtained  a  triumph  for  his  \ztt 
fucccfs  over  the  Daci^  remained,  during  the  year  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  four,  in  Italy^  from  whence  he,  w^  fopn  recalled 

by 
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l^y  the j^crfidious  behiviDiir  of  Decsbaius.  The  Emperor 
arrived  in  Dacia  eady  in  the  year  fifty  five,  and  his  conquefts 
there  were  more  rapid  aixl  com^^te^  than  diey  had  ever 
been  in  his  former  expedition.  This  epiftle  b  written' 
upon  that  memombi^  occafioii,  Vi^^rue  fiea^  dpthte  m^. 
nuiximej  pukbtrrima  anttqutfim^  ict*'  From  the  incpteffiM 
afUiquijffimay  we  may  obfcrve,  in  hbw  grea*  vehefatibn  the 
antient  glory  of  Ronu  was  efteemed  at  that  time.  PlikiT' 
rifes  in  his  epithets,  and  places  that  particular  word,  fo  as  ta 
appear  the  higheft  and  m<A  confummate  tetm  of  Q)eech» 
that  could  give  an  adequate  idea  of  Trajan's  vidlory* 

EPISTLE     XV. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 

AS  I  am  convinced.  Sir,  that  nothing  can  tend  fo  Fran 
cfFeftually  to  the  approbation,  and praife  of  my  ^y'  ^' 
conduft,  as  to  receive  marks  of  diftindtion  from  fo  tiajaw, 
excellent  a  prince,  I  humbly  entreat  you,  to  add  to  ^' 
the  dignity,  which  I  have  already  received  from  your 
favour,  the  office  either  of  augur,  or  of  feptemyir ; 
(thofe  offices  being  now  vacant)  that  I  may  never 
fail  to  pray  for  you  publicly  in  my  facerdotal  right,  as 
you  are  at  preftnt  the  conftant  t)bje6l  of  my  private 
devotion. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  college  of  augurs  confifted  of  fifteen  priefts  ;  the 
cldeft  of  whom  prefided  over  the  reft :  he  was  called  magijier 
collegii*  Upon  the  death  of  any  one  of  thefe  priefts,  die 
perfon,  who  offered  himfelf  as  a  candidate,  was  to  be  re- 
commended by  two  of  the  collegians  to  the  reft  of  the  fra- 
ternity, who,  if  they  thought  proper,  chofe  him  into  dieir 
fociety.  This,  method  had  been  eftabliflied  from  the  time 
of  the  confular  ftate  *,  till  it  was  intaerrupted  by  Julius 
C^SAR,  who  transferred  the  power  of  eleftion  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  by  the  popular  fuffrages  and  authority,  was  chofen 

^  The  ftugoiis. were  orig^ally  AsSesi  by  tb^  kings. 

high-prieft 
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high-prieft  [poniife^  maximusj.in  the  room  of  Mbtei« 
Lus  * :  but  upon  the  death  of  C^s ar,  the  right  of  election 
again  devolved  to  the  augurs  themfelves,  and  remained 
among  them,  (exd^t  an  interruption  by  M.  Anthon  y,  in 
fiivour  of  JEiditivs  Lepidus)  till  the  reign  of  August 
Tus,  when  it  was  given  up,  and  eftablifbed  ever  afterwards 
in  die  emperors.  Trajan  complied  with  Pliny's  re- 
aueft,  and  appointed  him  augur  in  the  iroom  of  Saji^tus 
JULIUS  Frontinus. 

Thc/eptemviri  were  priefts  appointed  to  govern,  and  over- 
look the  feafts  and  entertainments  on  holy^-days ;  iGrom  whence 
thejr  were  more  properly  called  eputones.  They  were  prigi- 
nally  three  in  number,  and  afterwards  feven  \         ' 

•      *  Sec  Plutarch's  life  of  Julius  Cjbsar. 

^  V^ide  Alex.,  ab  Alexandro  geniales  diet.  Vol.  I.  lib.  3. 
cap.  i6« 

EPISTLE     X?VL 

Pliny   to  Traj an, 

ImL    Q  ^  N  ^  ^  ^  ^^y  prcfumc  to  think.  Sir,  that  my 

A.uf'c.  O  voyage  encages  your  follicitude^  I  inform  you, 

ih^n  ^^^  having  failed  lafely  beyond  the  pttiAoritory  Malea% 

*  v."""*  I  am  arrived  with  all  my  retinue  at  Epiefusy  although 

I  was  detained  for  feme  time  by  coiitrary  wuids«  .  )t 

now  intend  to  go  forward  to  my  proyiiace,  partly  In 

finall  fhips,  that  fail  cloife  to  the  fhore,  aiui  partly  in 

land-carriages.     For,,  as  the  exceflivc  heats  are  trou^ 

blefomc  by  land,  fo  the  continued  Etefian  winds  opft 

pofc  a  voyage  by  fea. 

EPISTLE    XVIL 
Trajan/^. Pliny. 

A!"ufT*  V  OUR  information  is  very  acceptable,  my  dear- 

855.       X     eft  Secundus.   The  manner,  in  which  you  pur- 

tea^jaji.  jp^^  your  journey  tp  your  provinccj^  is  a  point,  that  I 

have 
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have  very  much  at  heart.  You  a£t  prudeiftly,  in 
rfefolving  to  ixiTkc  ufe  cither  of  flii^s,  or  land-car- 
riages, as  the  fcveral  places  may  require.      .  ^ 


<•, 


OBSERVATIONS. 


MaUa  is  a  promonti^  *  of  Pel9pomujfus^  in  the  ihoft  fouth- 
ern  part  of  Laconia*    The  fea  near  it  is  very  outrageous. 

Et  ratua  circum  tonat  ira  Maka  V 

■  <- 
—       ■   'I      . 

*•  And  hoarfe  MaUd^  billows  thunder  round.** 

According  to  Strabo,  the  danger  of  this  promontorv  was 
proverbial.  <^  In  doubling  the  cape  Malea^  a  man  mun  for- 
*'  get  his  fiiends  and  family.'*  Pliny  therefore  informs 
the  emperor,  that  he  pafled  fafely  into  the  Archipelagic  and 
was  arrived  at  EpbefuSy  with  no  other  ill  accidents,  except 
a  delsiy  by  contrary  winds.  Ephefus  was  the  capital  of 
Ionia y  and  one  of  the  principal  maritime  towns  in  Afia. 
Pliny  the  elder^  in  mentioning  this  city,  calls  it  altirum 
Afia  lumen  * ;  "  another  eye  of  Afia  ;*'  and  diftinguiflies  the 
temple  of  Diana^  ^  ntagmficentia  vera,  admiratia :  ^^  the  true 
<'  won4er  of  magnificence."  St..  Paul  has  a  h^eautiful  al- 
lufion  to  this  temple,  when  writing  tp  the  Qi^iftia^s  at 
Ephe/usp  who,  htt  apprehends,  poay  be  (educed  by  the.  out- 
ward hiagnificence  cf  the  |reat  Vianaof  the  Bphefiarts^  he 
turns  theu:  attention  to  the  fpuitual  temple  of  Jesus  CiiJaisTf 
by  laying.  Now  thereforey  ye  are  no  more  Jlr angers  andforetgnr 
ersy  but.  feUo^citiTiens  t/tritb  the/aintSy  ando/'the  Lujhold  of 
God  ;  and  are  hmh  upon  the  'foundation  of  the  apofiles  and 
pr^hetiy  Je^US  ChR  MT  himfeif  being  the  chief  cmrntr-fiom  ? 
In  whom  all  the  buildings  fitly  framed  together ^  grpweih  Wft^ 
an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord.  In  whom^  you  alfo  are  builded  to^ 
gether  for  an  hMfq^ion  of  Gop  through  thejpirit  \ 

But  however' niagnincient  the*  tempfe,  or  Hbwever  fplen- 
did  the  city  may  have  been,  the  former  was  reduced  to  aihes 
hy  the  wild  akibitito  Of  a  -  madman ;  and  the  latter  has 

.  ^  Now  calledj&/a^<z//0  difanto  Angeh, 
**  Statu,  lib,  p'.'^ 
"^«^  »LrNrt  NktinvHift. Tib.  5.  cap.  19. 

I    f  £FHfiSlAie>|  A%f%  ii.>.  19*    1   '        ' 
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mouldered  into  t  finall  village,  inhabited  by  fpoie  teW 
Greek  families,  who  live  in  poverty  and  ignorance,  amidft 
the  ruins  of  the  place.  The  village  is  called  AJafaloucb^ 
and  belongs  to  the  Turks. 

Nunc  deJKnoj  pariim  orariis  navibus,  &c.  The  naves  ora-^ 
ria  are  fometimes  temied  avmc^  nevss^  **  Jriver  veflels  :" 
And  fometimes  trabaria^  and  liftorariaj  *'  fliore-fliips,  or 
*^  bylanders.'^  They  were  of  great  ooovenience,  not'only 
as  imall  coafters,  but  to  fail  from  ifland  to  iOmi  in  dBB 
iEgeanfea. 

CoKtinua  navtgatimi  Etifia  nluffantur^  The  Etefian 
winds  arf  annual  *,  and  blow  from  the  north.  LuCR^Xius 
fuppofes  diem  to  be  die  natural  caufe,  which  pccafiona  die 
Nile  to  overflow,  and  the  inundation  of  it  to  continue. 

Nifus  in  ajiati  crejcit^  campifqui  redundat 
Unictts  in  terris^  ^gypti  U'tius  amnis. 
Is  rigift  £gyptum  me£um  per  fape  calorem^ 
Aut  quia  Junt  atate  aquilones  oftia  contra 
Anm  tempore  eo^  quo  Etefia  fidra  feruntvr  \ 
Et  contra  fluvium  flantes  remorantur^  et  undas 
Cogentes  Jurfum  reptentj  coguntque  mahere  ^» 

••  The  Nile  in  fummer  fwells,  and  o*cr  the  plalnf  ,,   - 
^*  (Sole  river  of  great  /Egypt's  wide  ddmain^J[   *  ' 
•*  Redundant  flows,  with  unrcfifted  coui^e, 
**  When  Sinus'  baleful  beams  exejt  Adr  force  ; 
*'  For,  thofe  returning  winds,  which  fummer  bnngps^ 
<*  Againft  it's  fev'n  moudi'd  ports  oppofe  their  wixq^$ 
*'  The  feafon,  when  Etefian  blafts  are  heard,  y 

**  Which  the  wild  flood's  impetuous  lage  retard,        C 
**  Reprefs  the  waves,  and  as  impriibn'd  guard,"         j.. 


»  They  were  called  Etefian,    from  the  Gr^ek  word,  tro^,  ^ 
year. 

^LuCRBT.  lijb.  6.  jr.  712. 


EPISTLK 


or 


B  O  O  K    X.  35* 

EPrlSTLE     XVIII. 
Pi.iNy  to  Trajan. 

I  Had  a  very  good  paiBige  by  fea,  as  far  as  Epbe^  Fmm  ti^ 
yaf ,  but  when  I  attempted  to  purfuc  my  journey  pf^^f\^ 
from  thence  in  land-carriages,  I  was  obliged  to  reft  A»>>'«t 
fome  time  at  PergamuSy  being  flopped  by  the  exceflivc  nlvinTof 
heats,   and  by  fome  flight  fits  of  a  fever.    After-  ^w,  in 
wards,  when  I  went  forward  in  fmall  coafting  veflejs,  ^!*v!c. 
I  was  detained  l^  contrary  winds ;  fo  that  I  did  not     855.  * 
arrive  in  Bithynia^  till  the  feventeenth  of  September,  '^*Y.^*'- 
which  was  later  than  I  expeded.     However,  I  can- 
not complwi  of  the  delay,  lince  it  h^pened  fo  au~ 
fpicioufly,   as  to.  fuSer  me  to  celebrate  your  birth-day. 
in  the  province. 

At  preient,  I  am  employed  in  examining  the  public 
expcnces,  revenues,  and  debts  of  the  Prufenfes :  and 
the  farther  I  proceed  in  my  examination,  tie  more  ne- 
ceflary  I  find  it :  for  various  fums  of  money,  under 
various  pretqnces,  are  detained  in  the  hands  of  parti^ 
cular  perfons,  and  feveral  illegal  demands  are  made 
upon  the  ft^. 

Thefe  hints.  Sir,  I  have  written  to  you  at  my  very 
firft  entrance  upon  bufinefe.    At  my  arrival  here  on 
the  feventeenth  of  September,  I  found  the  province   , 
full  of  that  duty,   and   attachment  to  you,   which 
you  deferve  from  all  the  world. 

Confider,  Sir,  whether  you  may  not  think  it  proper, 
to  fend  hither  a  furveyor :  for  I  believe,  if  a  faithful 
meafurement  were  made,  we  might  poifibly  recall 
large  fums  of  money  from  the  undertakers  of  the  pub- 
lic works  :  at  leaft,  fo  it  appears  to  me,  from  the  view 
of  the  accounts,  examined  by  Maximus  and  me  to- 
gether, and  brought  in  by  the  Prufenfes  themfelves. 
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EPISTLE    XIX. 
Trajan/(;  Pliny. 

/L^fcT  T  F  J^y  wifhcs  had  ]jrcvailcd,   you  and  your  rcti* 
*%sh      A  nue  muft  have  arrived,   without  the  leaft  com* 

^*^^"*  pldnt,  in  Bitbynia  ;  and  your  journey  from  j£)^i&r- 
y«j,  muft  have  been  as  profpcrous,  as  your  fea  voyage 
tJiithcr. 

I  find  by  your  letter,  my  deareft  Secumdus,  tJitf 
C3ta6t  day  or  your  arrival  in  Bitbynia  :  the  mhabi-* 
tants  of  that  province,  I  believe,  will  think,  that  T 
have  them  moft  particularly  in  my  thoughts.  For 
by  your  copduft,  they  will  be  convinced,  thar  I 
could  not  have  fubftitutcd  a  more  proper  rcprefcnta*^ 

a  ■  ■  ■  '0  *P» 

tive,  .      .  . 

The  examination  of  the  public  accounts  ou^  cer- 
tainly to  be  your  firft  employment,  as  they  appear  in 
great  diforder. 

I  have  fcarce  a  fiifficient  number  of  forveyors  to* 
carry  on  the  public  works  in  Romej  and  in  the  ndj^^' 
bouthood  of  it ;  but  no  province  is  deficient  of  mch 
artificers,  as  are  men,  upon  whom  you  may  (afely 
rely :  and  therefore,  if  you  fearch  diligently,  you 
cannot  fail  to  find  diem. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Pergami  fubfttti.  The  city  of  Pergamus  lay  cxaSly  in 
Pliny's  road  hj  land  to  Niconndia^  the  metropolis  of  J?/- 
thynia.  One  of'^the  commentators  »,  imagines  Pergamus  to 
be  in  the  fame  place,  where  Ition^  the  antient  Troy^  was 
fituated.  But  he  is  entirely  miflaken.  Troy  was  placed 
upon  the  river  Simois^  not  far  from  the  fhore  of  the  ^ge- 
an  fea.  Pergamus  flood  on  a  fpacious  plain,  on  the  banks 
•f  the  Catcus  3  a  river  often  mentioned  by  the  claflic  authors. 

^  .  ,  *  RiTTERSHUSIUS. 

Tny 
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Troy  was  never  rebuilt  «•  The  miftake  of  the  commentator 
probably  arofe  from  the  word  Pergama^  which  fonietimes  in 
VIRGIL  fignifie^  the  city^  and  region  of  Troj^  as 

Pergama  cttm  peterety  inconceffifque  hymetiaos  **• 

*«  When  (he  came 

*«  To  ruin  Troy^nxA  fet  th^  Wdrld  in  flaihe «; 

'     ■  .        .'..-.         ,   .     •     .     .  ••   • 

Servius,  in  a  note,  explains  this  paflage,  by  faying,  Ar- 
gama  propriifunt  Tryana  arces  :  unde  x«t  Igaxiiy  omnes  arces 
Fefgama  Scuntur.  .      ^ 

From  Pfrgamm  \  Pliny  proceeded  to  Prufa^  a  city  upon 
the  rivcf  SfyuiacUSi  and  at  the  bottom  of  the.  mountain 
Ofympusy  as  Plikt  himfelf  rhentions  in  the  twenty  thfrd 
epiftle.  lllis  itCOatioti  diftinpuifhes  it  from  Prufa^  a  mari- 
time town  of  die  PonHis  EuxtnuSy  and  near  Nicojnedia ;  but 
at  a  confiderablt  diftance  frofti  that  chain  of  mountains  in 
Jffia^  which  feem  like  fo  many  lefler  fteps  to  one  principal^ 
9nd  gigantic  hi]l»  called  OlpuptUp 

■ 

^  AvGtrsTvs  Had  {oiue  thoughts  of  rebuilding  froy^  which  oc- 
caiioned  the  fstiftbas  ode  lii  HoRACfi,  beginning,  Juflum  ei  tena» 
tern :  where  the  p6et  makes  Juno,  iti  an  lUfeinDly  oif  the  6bds| 
dedar^ 

^^^  ^tfitrpUnmha  abetted 
AuSore  P^ioiBO  I  tir  pereat  mtis 
Excijks  'argitns ;  ter  uxor 
Cafta  vihm  fuero/^e  plorei  *. 

"  Thrice  (hoiild  Apo^^lo  r^e  het  wall, 

**  Thrice  (hould  Her  bi^zen  bulwarks  fidl, 

"  Thrice  ihonld  her  matrons  feel  the  iidlor's  chaiii, 

*'  Deplore  their  ikaghter'd  fons^dqploretheir  hafbands  flkinf ." 

>»  ViitciL,  Kb.  1. 3^.  65c.  >     *  Drydem. 

^  Pergamus  was  reducod  to  a  praetorian  province  in  the  year  fix 
hundred  and  twenty  four^  by  theconfulMANius  A<^illius  H»- 

PQfii  ..  ..." 

«  HotiTr.  M^  3;  lib.  3;  f  Mf,  Fitictrcif; 
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£  t  I  S;T  L  E    XX- 
Pliny  /^  Trajan. 

TromPrufa,  T  T  7  H  E  N  I  citcd  the  judges.  Sir,  with  an  intcn- 

of^ott^t'    VV    ^^^  ^^  h^v^  ^  complete  aflembiy,  Flavius 
o^i»,  inARCHippus  aflccd  leave  to  be  excufed,  al  he  was  ^ 
a/'uTcI  philofopher.     I  found  fome  pcrfons  of  opinion,  that 
855'     he  ought,  not  only  to  be  excufed  from  fitting  as  a 
^*V.'''''  ju4gc>  t)"t  ^  tic  ftrtrck  out  of  die  lift  of  jivigBSi  ai^gi 
to  be  delivered  over  to  the  punifhmfettt.   wmdh  & 
had  evaded  %  breaking  prSbn.     f^  #tenc^,.1 
the  proconlid  Veuus  rAu^us,  was  ,rc^  ^,  by  wl 
Arch^ppus  was  condemned  to.  tbtt  itVA^  ,£iaa:  #^^ 
gpry.    In  his  rq)ly,  h6  produced  ho  rdpeal*  to  tms 
ientence.    But,  in  plea  df  Jife  teftiiiidotts'  he.ofiered 
a  petition  formerly  given  to  Domitian,  and  to  which 
the  emperor  had  made  fuch  an  arifwer,  as  appeared 
much  in  honour  of  Archippus.     He  alio  .produced 
•  a  decree  to  the  fame  purpofe,  made  by  the  Pru^Ji 
To  thefe  he  added  a  letter  written  to  him  by  yo< 
together  with  an  edift,  and  a  letter  from  your  fiu&ier 
[Nerva]  confirming  all  the  kindnefs  of  Doi/iiiriAJk. 
I  have  thought  it  proper  therefore,  although  thiS 
punifhments  for  fiidi  crinies  are  fully  afecraincdi  not 
to  proceed,  until  j  receive  your  deciuon. 

I  have  encloifed  in  Ais  Ictaer  the  fevcral  N^guments 
offered  on  both  fides. 


The  Epiftlc  of  Domitian  to  Terentiiw  ^ 

Maximus. 

FLAVIUS    ARCHIPPUS,   the  philot 
pher,  has  entreated  me,  that  I  would  order  a 
quantity  of  land,  amountifig  to  fix  hundred  4iiou(and 

icftferccs. 
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felterces  •,  iso  be  bought  for  him  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Prufa^  his  own  country.  I  am  determined  to  grant 
his  requeft.  Let  the  whole  expence  be  placed  to  my 
account,  as  a  gift  from  me. 

>  Equal  to  484$  /.  i*^  s.  od. 

» 

The  Epiftle  of  Domitian  to  L.  Appicts 

MaxiMus. 

to 

I.  Recommend  to  you,  my  dear  Maximus,  a  man  of 
worth,  entirely  equal  to  the  greateft  men  of  his       / 
profeffion,   Archippits  die  philofopher.    Give  him    • 
your  countenance  in  as  full  a  manner,  as  he  can  ho* 
nourably  ddire  from  you; 

/  "the  Edia  oif  Nerva. 

Romans^      - 

TH  £  happinefs  of  the  times  is  fuch,  that  certain 
maxims  of  government  are  known  beyond  a 
poinbility  of  doubt :  nor  is  it  neceflary,  4:hat  a  j^incC) 
who,  in  general,,  purilies  the  welfare  of  his  people, 
ijiould  explaija  himfelf  upon  particular  pointy,  'which 
are  fufficiendy  underftopa.  fivery  cidzen  ckn  inrwer 
for  me,  thai  J  have  preferred  the  public  fafety  tp  my 
own  private  repofe ;   and  that  I  have  been  always '4^-  , 

firous  to  confer  new  benefits,  and  to  confirm  all  lu'ch, 
as  have  been  granted  before  my  reign.  However, 
left  the  fears  ;of  thofc,  who  obtained  benefits,  or  th.e 
memory  of  the  perfon,  who  granted  them,  may  te 
circumftances  to  interrupt  the  public  felicity,  I  ima- 
gine it  will  be  no  lefs  acceptable,  than  neceflary,  to 
obviate  ail  uncafincfs,  by  an  inftance  of  indulgence, 
which  proceeds  from  myfelf. 

Z'a'  '  If  ■ 
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If  any  man  has  obtained  a  private,  or  a  pubKc 
privilege,  from  one  of  the  former  emperors,  let  him. 
not  imagine,  he  is  to  be  deprived  pf  uich  a  privilege, 
merely  that  he  may  owe  the  re-eftablifliment  and 
confirmation  of  it  to  me.  Neither  will  I  receive 
thanks  for  petitions  long  fince  confirmed.  Let  thofe, 
who  have  not  yet  received  any  marks  of  my  bounty, 
wait  till  fortune,  which  feems  to  have  diflinguilhcd 
me.  moft  kindly  from  my  predeceflbrs,  fhall  allow  me 
to  difpenfe  my  rewards.  Laftly,-  let  me  never  be  fbl- 
licitea  for  favours  already  granted. 

The  Epiftle  of  Nerva  td  Tulljus  Justus. 

SI N C  E  I  have  pofitively  decreed,  that  all  aflrs, 
begun  and  accomplifhed  in  former  reigns,  Ihould 
be  confirmed,  the  letters  of  Domitian.  mull  rem^ 
valid. 

EPISTLE     XXL 

P  L  I  N  y   /^    T  R  A  J  A  N. 

tromPrufa,T?hA.yiUS  A R C H I P P U S  has  conjurcd  mc, 
of^*owi*?  Jt?  ^y  your  facred  name,  and  by  your  immortal 
ciymfus,  in  glory,  that  I  would  tranfmit  to  you  a  petition,  which 

A  uf  c.  ^^  §^^^  "^^'     P^o^  ^s  manner  of  making  the  re- 

855.  '  dueft,  I  thought  proper  to  comply  with  it,  rtfolving 

TkAjAN.  lyi]  ^Q  jg|.  y^y  know  the  name  of  the  woman,  who 

'accufed  him.  She  alfo  delivered  in  a  petition  to  me, 
which  I  fend  with  thefe  letters ;  by  which  means,  you 
will  be  able  to  judge,  and  fix  your  determination  in 
the  fame  manner,  'as  if  you  had  heard  both  parties. 


EPISTLE 


^  O  O  K    X.  iS7. 

» 

EPISTLE    XXII. 

Trajan;^  Pliny. 

DO  M I T I  A  N,  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  fiich  From  Rom. 
favourable  letters,  might  probably  be  ignorant,  ^'s^'^,^* 
of  the  true  circumftances  of  Archippus  :  but  it  is  t^ajah. 
more  confident  with  my  turn  of  thinking,  to  fuppofe 
that  prince  voluntarily  inclined,  by  his  own  interpo- 
fition,  to  reftore  him  to  his  former  fituation  :  efpeci- 
ally,  as  fo  many  ftatues  were  erefted  in  honour  of 
Archippus,.  by  perfons,  who  muft  know  the  decree 
pronounced  againft  him  by  Paulus  the  proconfuL. 
But  thefe  fentiments,  my  deareft  Secundus,  as  they 
relate  only  to  that  particular  faft,  are ,  not  to  hinder 
you  from  bringing  him  to  a  trial,  if  any  new  crime  is 
objefted  againft  him. 

I  have  read  the  petitions,  which  you  fent  with  your 
laft  letter  of  Archippus  himfelf,  and  of  Furia  the  "" 

the  elder  *,  who  accufed  him. 

a  Furia  Prima.  "  The  word  prima  here  fignifies  the  elder  o^ 
feveral  fitters.  Vide  Lips ium,  ie  nomhiibus  Romanorum.  Traft» 
4.  cap.  3. 

EPISTLE     XXin. 

P  L  I  N  Y    /^   T  R  A  J  A  N. 

*  • 

WH I L  E  I  ftayed,  Sir,  in  the  city  of  Pruta^  at  promiViVr^. 
the  foot  o{  vcioxmiOlympus^  and  was  finiminfo  a.aj.c. 
at  my  own  lodgings,  fome  affairs  relating  to  thie'pu&-  TitijA». 
lie,  having  determined  to  leave  that  city  on  the  Ikmc       ^' 
day,  I  was  told  by  AscLEpiADES,  ont  df  the  magi- 
ftrates,    that  Claudius  Eumolpus  had  made  ait 
appeal  to  me  againft  Coccianus  Dion,    who  wa^ 
appointed,  in  the  fenate,  the  fupervifor  of  a  public 
work.    EuM OLTus,  who  was  advocate  for  Fl Avitx^s 

Z  3  Ar^chippus^ 
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Archippus,  affirmed,  that  Dion  ought  to  give  in  an 
cxaft  account  of  that  work,  before  the  payment  of  it 
was  afligned  by  the  republic  ;  infinuating,  that  Dion 
had  not  adled,  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  He  added 
farther,  that  your  ftatue  had  been  placed,  where  the 
bodies  of  Dion*s  wife  and  fon  were  buried  ;  and  he 
required  me  to  take  cognizance  of  this  affair,  in  my 
public* capacity.  As  foon  as  I  appeared  willing  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  enquiry,  and  declared, 
that  I  would  poftpone  my  journey  for  that  purpofe  ; 
he  then  defircd,  that  I  would  allow  a  longer  time  for 
the  preparation  of  the  caufe  itfelf,  and  would  hear  it 
in  fome  other  city.  I  anlwered,  that  I  would  hear  it 
at  Nicea^  where,  when  I  had  tak^n  my  feat,  the  famd 
EuMOLPus,  as  if  his  inftruftions  had  not  been  yet 
fofficiently  perfeft,  began  to  petition  for  a  farther  ad- 
journment. Dion,  on  the  other  fide,  infifted  upon 
an  immediate  hearing.  In  this  difpute  many  circum- 
ftances  arofe,  that  related  to  the  chief  points.  But, 
when  I  found,  that  an  affair  of  this  kind  was  likely  to 
be  eflablifhed  into  a  precedent,  I  thought  delay  and 
deliberation  were  abfolutely  necefTary,  and  therefore 
ordered  each  party  to  prepare  for  me  a  ftate  of  their 
{different  demands,  in  writing  ;  being  defirous,  that 
.  you  fhould  know  their  feveral  allegations,  as  far  as 
pofTible,  in  dieir  own  words.  Dion  faid,  that  he 
would  immediately  obey  me  -,  and  Eumolpus  an- 
fwered,  that  he  would  draw  up  fuch  a  ftate  of  the 
fcafe,  as  fhould  contain  the  pretenfions  of  the  republic. 
But,  as  to  what  related  to  the  perfons  buried, 
Eumolpus  alkdged,  he  was  not  the  accufer,  but 
t;he  advocate  of  Flavius  Archippus,  whofe  com-' 
piaftds  lie  had  obeyed.  Archippus,  for  whom  Eu- 
Moi^pus  had  pleaded  in  the  fsune  manner  here^  a$ 
m  Pfufa^  feid,  that  ho  would  deliver  in  a  memorial : 
but  neither  Eumolpus  nor  Archippus,  although  J 
liate  waited  feveral  days,  have  yet  ^vcn  i^  the  ftate 
^f  their  cafe :  Piqn  ha|s^  which  I  have  anne^^pd  Cp 

this 
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this  let^^if.  I  h^ye  h^en  upon  th$  fpot,  and  I  faw 
your  ftatue  placed  in  the  library.  The  edifice,  in 
which  the  wife  and  fon  of  Dion  are  f^d  to  be  buried, 
ftands  within  a  court  furrounded  by  galleries. 

I  befeech  you^  Sir,  vouchfafe  to  diredt  me  in  the 
nice  point  o(  giving,  my  judgement  on  this  particular 
affair.  All  ey^s  are  upon  me,,  as  indeed  it  is.  unavoid- 
able, when  fafts  are  publicly  avowed  pn  each  fide, 
and  fupported  by  precedents. 

EPISTLE     XXIV. 
Trajan  to  Puny. 

YOU  need  not  have  hefitated,  my  dcareft  Se- From  i?o«?, 
cuNDus,  upon  the  point,  in  which  you  con-    'g^j. 
fulted  me,  as  you  perfeftly  well  know,  that  I  am*  t«ajak, 
determined  in  my  refolution,  not  to  extort  a  reve- 
rence  to  my  name,  by  putting  my  fubjefts  into  dread 
and  terrors  ;  or  by  encouraging  accufations  of  high 
treafon.     That  queftion  therefore  is  tuUy  anfwered; 
nor  will  I  fufFer  it  to  be  debated,  although  precedents 
may  be  produced  to  fupport  it. 

Let  the  eftimate  of  the  whole  work,  done  under 
the  direftion  of  Coccianus  Dion,  be  thoroughly  ex- 
amined. As  the  public  benefit  is  concerned,  Dion 
neither  can,  nor  ought  to  refiife  fuch  an  examina- 
tion. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  foregoing  epiftles  all  relate  to  Flavius  Archippus, 
a  philofopheh  The  twentieth  and  twenty  fi^ft  are  written 
from  Prufai  the  twenty  third  from  Ntcea^  a  large  city  at  a 
finall  diftance  e&ftward  of  Pruja.  It  is  called  by  theTurJts^ 
Nicbor ;  and  is  rendered  pardcviia^-ly  famous  by  tfa^  firft  ge- 
neral council  held  there  in  the  reign  of  Constantine  the 
Great,  ia  the  y^ai*  of  CiiiLisT  ^ee  hundred  and  twenty 
five  J  at  which  were  prefent,  not  only  the  emperor  hixnfelf, 
i.  Z4  but 
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but  three  hundred  and  eighteen  bifhops,  and  Arius,  upon 
whofe  account,  and  agaiim  whofe  hereiies,  the  council  ^  ha4 
been  called.  *  . 

The  edi£t  of  NsRVA  19  curious,,  ^d  fkp^s  a  generous 
tiirn  pf  ipind  ;  biit  the  anfwer  of  Trajan  is  truly  noble  ; 
and  difcoyers  a  fpirit  of  the  higheft  virtue,  and  the  foundeft 
jtidgc;aieitt :  and  indeed^  the  whole  colle£Hon  of  his  letters 
is  the  moft  exalted  panegyric,  tiiat  can  either  he  devifed,  or 
pronounced  in  his  commendation. 

Nicfa  is  called  by  Str abo,  primaria  Btihynia  urbs  :  ^^  tJam^ 
f  *  metropolis  of  Bithynia/*  Probably  from  a  medal  of  Do- 
mitian,  the  reverie  of  which  bears  this  legend,  NIKAIOI. 
npnrOI.  TH2.  EHAPKEIAC-  ^*  Niaenfes  primi  provin- 
**  cia*'^  In  the  area  is  an  altar  with  this  infcription,  AIOC. 
ArAPAIOT*  Jo^i  qui  fori  cuftosJ^^  Signifying,  that  the 
Nicfans  were  the  firft  people  of  the  province,  who  had  of- 
fered up  vows  to  Jupiter,  for  the  health  and  fafbty  of 
Domitian.  It  is  certain,  that  in  Pliny's  tinie  Nicomee^a 
l^as  the  capital  of  Bifbynia^ 

*  At  th^t  t|mey  and  in  that  cpui^ciji  was  fettled  the  Nicen^ 
Creed. 

EPISTLE    XXV, 

« 

Pliny /'fl  Trajan. 

^A^^if 'c*-  T  ^^^^^  '^^  ^^  army.  Sir,  at  the  time  when  Nymt 
855.  '  X  PHiDius  Lupus  was  ftandard-bearer  *.     He  com- 

T»AjAN.  nianded  a  cohort  ^  when  I  was  a  military  tribune*  In 
thefe  circumftances  our  familiarity  began  :  length  of 
time  has  increafed  our  friendfhip.  Therefore,  I  have 
forced  him  from  his  retirement,  and  have  engaged 
him  to  give  me  the  advantage  of  his  inftru&ipn^^in 
Hithynia.  He  has  attended  me  in  the  moft  friendly 
manner,  and  will  ftay  to  aflUt  me,  withpyt  any  re-* 
gard  to  his  age  or  tranquility.  Thefe  reafons  induce 
me  to  look  upon  his  relations  as  my  own  5  clpecially 

*  Primi/u'larisj  frotxi  frimfiluSi  a&  cort/ularir  from  con/uL 
yRrafeauSn  '  * 

''-'■'"  hi? 


Ws  fon  Nymphidius  Lupus,  a  young  man  of  great 
^  probity ;  extremely  aftive,  and  tiie  worthy  ofispring 
of  fo  excellent' a  rather.  He  will  deferve  your  di- 
ftinftion,  as  you  will  be  able  to  judge  by  his  firfl 
exploits,  when  praefeft  of  a  cohort  *,  which  have  en-, 
gaged ,  moft  ample  teftimonies  in  his  favour^  from 
Julius  Ferox,  and  Fuscus  Salinator,  men  of  the 
brighteft  charafters.  I  (hall  feel  the  joy.  Sir,  and. 
receive  the  congratulations  of  whatever  honours  arc 
conferred  on  the  fon  of  itiy  friend. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  reafon  for  inferting  this  epiftle  in  t\\\s  place  is  from  a 
fuppofition,  that  Pliny  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  re- 
commending to  the  emperor,  the  fon  of  Nymphidius  Lu- 
pus. 

Nymphidium  Lupum,  domine^  primipilarem^  &c.  The 
primipilus  was  at  once  an  honourable,  and  a  lucrative  poft. 
He  was  ftandard-bearer,  and  had  an  annual  ftipend  allowed 
him  from  the  ftate.  He  carried  the  chief  banner,  called  the 
eagle.  '*  For  which  reafon,  fays  Lipsius,  the  word  aquila 
•*  was  fometimes  made  ufe  of,  to  fignify  the  office  of  the  , 
**  primipilus  ^."  He  communicated  to  the  army  the  orderi 
of  their  gen(2ral.  He  prefided  over  the  other  centurions,  and 
was  ftilpd  primus  centurionumy  or  centurio  primipili^  which 
Vegetius  explains,  qui  non  folum  aquila  praerat^  verum 
etiam  quatuor  centurias^  hoc  eft  quadringentos  milites^  in  primit 
acie  gubernabat  ^ :  **  An  officer,  who  was  not  only  ftandard«> 
*^  bearer,  but  commanded  four  hundred  foldiers  of  the  firft 
^*  rank  in  the  army."     By  ^  yerfe  in  Juvenal*,   it  was 

a  Ten  cohorts  formed  a  legion. 

^  ^ia  igitur  aquila  in  prtmipili  tutela^  ei  ei  'velut  aj/tgnata^  ifuU 
pana^vity  ut  aquila  pro  ip/o  illo  muMerf  et  primop{latu  ufurparetur,; 
Huic  muneri  non  modo  dignitasy  fed  et  opes  a'djunS^,  LiP.  Anti<J. 
Roman,  defcriptio  lib.  2. 

f.  Veget.  lib.  2.  cap.  8. 

^  Ut  locupletem  aquilam  iibi  fexagefimus  annus  adferat.     Sat.  3dv« 
ir.  197. 

And  when  in  fervice  your  beft  days  art  fpent. 
In  time  you  may  cprnmand  a  re|[iment,    Dryden. 
i .  ,  probab(f 


Si 
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fiKJb^j:  ht»  in  ]ife»  bffore  an  office^  co^U  ai^ve-at  th)^ 
bi^  Qpft  piF  diftindioO)  to  which  ereat  cxpecienccit  uwiyj  ^. 
dances  of  valour,  and  an  approvea  concjuc^  mtdl  h^ve  been 
neceffary  qualifications.  "When  the  primpilus  had  {^aflc^ 
dirou^  his  ftation  as  fbndard-bearer,  and  rde  to  any  higher 
degree  in  the  anny,  he  wis  c^lcd  prtmipilarisj  and  was  re« 
puted  equal  in  dignity  to  the  Roman  knights. 

Cum  ipfe  tribunus  iffem  itte  prieefeSim.  The  pra^€^his  le* 
gionisy  which  is  the  praefcfl  here  intended,  was  of  a  hi^ier 
rank  thaa  the  primpilus.  In  the  abfence  of  the  ligatusy  )ie 
preilded  over  the  tribune^^  the  centurions*  and  all  ^e  otlier 
.  officers.  The  provifions  for  the  army,  and  the  antis,' 
cloaths,  and  horfes  of  the  foldiers,  were  committed  to  his 
care.  The  military  rewards  and  puniffaments,  the  di(cl« 
pline,  the  tejferay  or  watch-word,  were  all  under  his  govern- 
xnent  and  decifion :  fo  that  he  not  only  xxunmanded  as^an 
p£c^r,  but  iifued  out  decrees  as  a  judgp,  and«  by  thi^  im-t 
p^rtai^e  of  his  fituation)  was  required  to  dii^ingi^ifh  hiin- 
fclf,  in  the  manner  defcribed  by  VEdETius.  Ipfe  auUm 
fuftvs  diUgens  it  fobrius^  Ugionem  fibi  creditam  affiduis  ope^ 
ribus  ad  omnem  devotionem^  ad  omnem  firmabat  tnduftriam  : 
^*  But  he  was  a  diligent  and  regular  officer.  He  formed 
the  legion  committed  to  his  charge,  to  every  proper  fenfe 
of  duty,  and  to  every  kind  of  induftry,  by  keeping  them 
S^  conftantly  employed/'  A  charaftcr,  which  undoubtedly 
was  fuitable  to  Nymphidius  Lupus,  whofe  fon  had  be^ 
haved  himielf  {o  Honourably  as  prxfeS  of  a  cohort,  that 
he  has  reccivecf  the  higheft  applaufe  from  his  fuperior  offi- 
cers; and  although  Trajan's  anfwer  to  this  epiftlc  is  not 
extant,  w<|  may^  be  aflured,  from  the  benevolence  and  juf- 
tice  of  the  emperor's  difpofition,  that  the  merit  of  the 
young  Nymphidius  did  not  long  remain  without  an  ad<- 
fqnatfi  ij^ward. 

EPISTLE     XXVI. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 

From  mi^.  rir^  H  E  citizens  of  Ktcea^  Sir,  have  publicly  ad- 

^'%'  ^     X    J^^^^  "^^  ^y  ^^^^  inftances,    which  are,,  and 

iikl\\v.  ought  to  be  moft  facred  to  me,  I  mean,  by  your  im- 

^*      mprtal  name  and  ^Qiy^r  to  prcftnt  to  you  their  hum- 

\  *-     ^  ble 
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bid  p6lM«ii;    I  thftilgjhlt  it  cont^an  ta*  my  dmf  tOt 

deny  the  pequflflr,  and  thei^fcr^  fi»^  witid  this  Jwrerj 
th?  petWortj  as  dell^ei|ftd  by  Aetn  t&mt.  ' 

EPISTLE    XXVII. 

YO  U  muft  examine  into  the  pretenfions  of  the  From  ^^^* 
Niceansy  who  affirm,  that,  by  a  grant  from  Au-  ^^^^^ 
cusTus,  they  have  a  right  to  the  eftates  of  fuch  oif  T»Ajym. 
their  citizens,  as  die  inteftat^e.     Convene  all  parties^ 
that  are  in  any  de^ee  concerned  in  this  affair  ;    and 
then,  in  conoert  with  Viadius  Gemyllinus,  and  my 
freedman  Epimachus,  who,  being  my  officers  s  am  . 
reprefcntatives  of  me.     You  muft  weigh  the  different 
allegations,  and  from  thence  determine,  in  the  man-^ 
ner  you  Ihall  jud^  moft  equitable. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

♦  •  • 

By  Pliny*s  letters  to  Trajan,  wc  may  obferve,  that 
the  name  Cjesar  was  held  in  fuch  awe  and  devxitbn,  that 
no  petition,  when  introduced  and  offered  by  adjurations,  to 
the  glory  and  immortality  of  the  emperor,  could  be  dUre- 
garded  or  refufed. 

The  reigning  emperor  was  not  only  pontifex  maximuSyhMt 
was  worfhipped  as  a  God  ;  and  in  the  ninety  feventh  letto^ 
we  (hall  fmd  Pliny  obliging  the  Chriftians  to  -renounce 
Christ,  and  to  adore  the  ftatues  of  the  heathen  deities^ 
and  of  Trajan  in  particular. 

In  the  emperor's  anfwer  he  mentions  two  perfons,  with 
whom  Pliny  is  to  aft  in  concert.  Jdhibitis  Virdio  Ge-p 
MCLLiNo,  et  Epi  macho  liberto  meoj  procurators  bus  :  **  In 
''  concert  with  ViRDius  Gemelunus,  and  my  freedman 
**  Epimachus,  who^  being  ray  officers,  are  reprefenta- 
^«  tives  of  me."  The  tranftsition  of  the  word  prifcnrmm" 
bus  is,  perhaps,  too  looTe,  but  may  be  juflified,  in  ibme 
jheafure,  by  the  note  of  Catan jeus,  who  f^ys^  ^itiflSia 


i 

■    i 


*  ProcuratonbuSf 

gefia^ue 
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gjtftafU-fMt  a  proeuTdtmn  C jbsaris,  Jic  a  jurijcmfahis' eom-'^ 
probantur^  ac  fi  a  Cjesare  giftafunt :    *'  Hiedetemuna-^Y 
^*  tion  of  a  procurator  was,  by  me  fan£tion  and  opinion  of  ^ 
^<  the  lawyers,  thought  equally  valid  with  whatever  the 
*•  emperor  ratified  himfelf." 

EPISTLE    XXVIII. 

..      '   ,  Pliny  /a  Trajan.  v 

aH^v^c.'  T  N  a  letter  to  me  from  Lycorm as,  your  frccdman^^- 
's55.      X  he  defired.  Sir,  if  any  embafly  from  Bofpboras  ^■ 

T*A JAN.  pajjfcd  through  this  plaee  towards  Rome^  that  I  {botdd^ 
detain  the  embafladors^  till  Lycorm  as  '  hlmlelf  camcK 
hither.    The  embai&dor  is  not  yet  arrived  in  the^ 
city^  where,  at  prefent,  I  refide  \  but  a  mcflenger  is 
come  from  Sarmatia^  and  I  refolved  to  make  ufc  dK 
this  opportunity,  whkh  chance  has  given  me,  to  fenid.^ 
him  forward  with  the  meflenger,  who  had  been  before^ 
difpatchcd  to  me  from  Lycorm  as  :  that  by  the  fe!v6-^ 
ral  letters  from  Lycormas,  and  the  king  of  Sarma- 
tia^  you  may  be  informed  of  fiich  affidrs,  as  perhaps, 
you  ought  to  know  at  one  and  the  fame  time, 

•  •  / 

*  Bofphorus  Ommmusy  the  kingdom,  in  which  MiTmnPATi^", 
took  refugc»  and  where  he  killed,  himfelf.  It  comprehended; 
many  provinces,  all  fi^bjedl  to  the  Bofphoran  princes.  It  Hes' 
North  Eaft  of  the  Thracian  Boffhorusy  on  the  opposite  fide  of 
the  EuJBiie  fea. 

*  ,    a 

EPISTLE     XXIX. 

P  L  I  N  Y    /(>  T  R  A  J  A  N. 

From  Ni€ia.  ▼    E  T  T  E  J^  S  from  the  king  of  Sarmatia  aflurc 


L 


'%^l,  '   I  J  me,  that  there  are  certain  affairs,  of  which  you 
TiAjAN.  ought  to  be  informed,  as  foon  as  poffible  :  therefore, 
^*      to  forward  the  expedition  of  the  meflenger,  who 

.   brings 


B  O  O  K    X.  3^5 

brings  your  letters  from  that  king,  I  have:  granted 
him  a  paiQ)Qrjt. 


T 


EPISTLE     XXX. 

Pliny  /o  Trajan. 

H  E  embaf&dor  of  the  king  of  Sarmatia  hav-  YumNked. 

ing,  by  his  own  inclination,  remained  two  days  ^^*  ^ 

at  Nicea^  where  he  found  me,  I  thought.  Sir,  I  need  teajIw- 
not  retard  him  any  longer.  Firft,  becaufe  the  arrival  ^ 
of  your  freedmah  Lycormas  was  uncertain :  then 
again, ;  becaufe  I  had  informed  you,  by  my  laft  letter, 
that  Lycormas  defired,  if  any  embai&dor  fhould 
come  from  Bofpborus^  he  fhould  be  detained  by  me,; 
till  Lycormas  himfelf  arrived,  I  had  no  plaufxble; 
pretence  of  flopping  him  any  longer,  efoccially  as 
the  letters  from  Lycormas,  which,  as  I  laid  in  my 
laft,  I  was  unwilling  to  cktain,  muft  have  reached 
Rom  J  unlels  I  am  miitaken,  before,  the  emba0ador. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

,  The  diligence  of  Pliny  appears  by  the  Arce  foregoing 
letters.  In  any  other  light;  they  are  of  little  confequence* 
Neither  the  charaAer,  nor  ftation  of  Lycormas,  nor  any 
particulars  of  die  kins  of  Sarmatia^  can  be  known. 
'  The  geographd:^  £fcribe  two  couotries  of  the  name  of 
Sarmatia  ;  one  in  Europe^  the  other  in  /tfia.  It  is  the  la(^ 
ter  probably,  to  which  thefe  letters  allude.  At  the  time 
when  Trajan  reduced  Arnunia  to  a  Romqn  province,  the 
kings  of  Sarmatia  and  Bolphorus  *  fubmitted  to  the  emperor : 
but  the  embafly,  and  meuages  here  mentioned,  are  previous 
to  that  conqueft,  which  was  ^e£led  in  the  year  of  R^mi 
eight  hundred  and  fixty  two^ 


»  Vide  EuTROP,  Ifib,  lib.  8, 
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"       ■  '  ^  •    '   ■ 

EPISTLE     XXXL 

PLlliY    to    TteAj4A.^. 

Fiwa  "VTOUR  mefieftger  Serviuus  Pudens  arrived, 
^tTc.'  •*  Sir,  in  Nicemdia  on  the  twenty  four  A  of  No- 
^iss-  '  Vember,  and  delivered  wic  from  ihfc  anxiety  of  a  long 


I. 


OB  S  E  R  VAT  I  ON  S.  ' 

This  is  idle  firft  letter,  th^  appears  to  have  be^>rit|fcfal^ 
Pliny  from  Nicimediai  where,  ki  all  probability^  he  arrhnro 
about  the  middle  of  November,  and  we  may  reafonabljf 
Aippofe,  that  he  jpafTed  the  remaining  pait  cf  ^  Viriat^r  ta 
&e  metropolis  01  Bithynta* 


I , , 


BP IS T t E  xioai. 

'     '       Pliny /tf  TSAjAN.  =''■ 

From     Tr>  E  F  O  R  E  my  arrival.  Sir,  at  this  place,  th© 
a'T^c'  JF^  Nicmnediaks  h^d  begon  to  make  %  large  addilioa 
855.  *  to  their  did  mttiic^-piace  •-;  ill  it  CoWttT  of  wMch  ^ftbod 
Ti^jAN.  an  aiiticnt  tteirtipfe  or  the  ^reat  mother  tf  tht  Odds  ■•»; 
This  trt*ij)!e  muft  eiffier  ;bt,riefc«ail1^   Or  re^dredi 
|)i^cularly,'  bedaide  it  is  inuch  lower  than  the  ]|;>uild^ 
ing»  which  riles  to  a  very  opnfider^e  heigbtr  Whm 
I.  made  ati  enquiry,   wh^er  the  temiple  .hdd  -fxsn 
legally  ccmfecrated,  I' was  told,  that  tiie  form  of  cDft- 
deration  was  different  at  Nicofnedia^    from  the  form^ 
which  is -obferved  at  iJ (7«?^.    Confider  therefore.  Sir, 
whether  a  temple,  not  legally'CoYifetrated,  may  be  re- 
moved without  any  prejudice  to  relimon.     If  it  may 
be  done  without  impiety,  the  removal,  on  all  other  ac- 
counts, will  be  extremely  convenient, 

*  Priori  foro.  *»  Cybele. 

EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE    XXXIII. 

Trajan  rt  Pliny. 

YO  U  need  not  be  ffcruptilous  on  account  of  reli-  From  itmt, 
gion,  my  dcareft  Secundus,  if  you  think  pro-  Av'j-a 
p<*r,  that  the  temple  of  Cybble  Ihould  be  removed  T«!?£ir4- 
into  ^  more  commodious  fituation  :    nor  need  yott       ^ 
give  yourielf  any  uneafinefs,   although  you  cannot 
find  a  particular^  law  for  the  former  confecration,  be- 
caufe  a  foreign  city  may  not  be  capable  of  thofe  ex- 
terior rights,'  which  the  laws  have  enjoinfed  at  Rome. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

«  a 
'  «  I    ■ 

The  fir  a  Romana  were  built  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  die 
pride  and  ornament  of  Rgme.  They  were  of  two  forts,  ctvilia 
and  venalia  K  The  latter  appear  to  have  been  moft  anfwer- 
able  to  our  markets.  The  word  market  cannot  indeed  con- 
vey a  proper  idea  of  ihcfira  ^ekeliay  2S  our  metropolis  is 
^uier  a  city  of  trade,  than  of  magnificence.  In  Ronuy 
i|)Iendor  and  cohvenietice  were  ha]^ly  blended  Vogether^sflind 
were  never  carried  to  a  greater,  height^  than  in  the  itin 
cf  Trajan*  We  may  pvefuine,  &t  all  the  dties  vMet 
the  Raman  government  and  proteAion  endeavoured  to  re^ 
commend  thcjpifelves  to  the  emptor  by  adomkig,  and  re- 
edif)rU\g  .their  public  bufldiiigs.  The  Ni^dmidians  tfaavfore, 
in  preparation  of  Pt'iNy's  arrival,  had  begun  a  ntw  firurhi 
which  was  probaUy  both  rfrrifr  -and  vendU^  ^noompafied 
with  arched  portitos,  and  contiifitng  a  largie  fpace  lA  the 
middle,  for  the  coihmerce  andtxihremence  of  the  inhabi* 


tanis* 


•Vide  Lipsii,.  lib.  5. 
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EPISTLE     XXXIV; 
Puny   to  Trajan. 

t 

^^^^  WJ  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^y  ratified  and  renewed^  Sir,  our 
A.  u,  c.    V  V    folemn  vows  for  your  health  and  profperifnr. 
Tii^it*  ^"  y^  depends  the  public  welfare.     May  the  Gods. 
6i    '  grant  us  ever  to  ratify,  and  renew  fuch  vows. 

EPISTLE    XXXV. 
Trajan  to  Pliny.  . 


From  Rume. 

A.  U.  C. 

856. 

TkAJAN.     ^; 


YOUR  letter,  my  deat^elt  SbcunduiS,  by  which 
I  learn,  that  you,  and  the  provincials  have  ra- 
tified, and  renewed  your  folemn  vows  for  my  health 
and  prolperity,  is  very  acceptable  to  me. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Sohnnia  vota  pro  incolumitate  tua,  &c.  One  of  the  com^ 
mentators  gives  the  following  note  to  thb  paflage ;  Hac  fr0 
falute  principum  vota  foUnnitaU  pubUca  fufcipi  Jokbant  tert^ 
Non.  januarias :  •'  Thefc  public  vows,  tor  the  health  of  thc^ 
*'  emperors,  were  performed  on  the  third  of  die  nones  of 
^*  January/'  Rosin  us,  in  his  obfervations  on  the  fefUvalaT 
of  January,  marks  down  the  third  of  the  nones  thus  :  ^'  C  C 
^  Tertius  yanuarii  dies^  Latini  tertius  nonarunif  it  erat  co^ 
^*  mitialiiJ*  The  diei  conutiales  fignified  thofe  days,  oil 
which  the  people  aflembled.  Various  reafons  might  coii-^ 
cur  to   affix  this   ceremony  on  the  third  day  of  the  new 

ircar.  The  dies  ater  was  immediately  fubfequent  to  the  ksl- 
ends,  or  firft  day  of  the  month :  and  th^  number  three  was 
held  in  the  moft  fuperftitious  veneration  by  the  Romans. 
The  firft  of  January  was  facred  to  the  confuls,  who  then 
took  pofleffion  of  their  dignity  :  the  fecond  was  an  unlucky 
day,  on  which  no  public  undertaking  ought  to  be  folenmiz-^ 
ed ;  the  third  therefore  was  the  earlieft  feftival,  that  could 
be  dedicated  to  the  emperor. 

EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE    XXXVL 
Pliny  /flTRAjANi 

TH  E  citizens  of  Nicomdia^  Sir,  Imve  expended  R«b 
three  millions^  three  hundred*  and  twenty  nine  ^^2^ 
thoufaild  fefterces  %  upon  an  aqueduft^  and  the  work  856. 
Hill  remains  imperfeft,  and  in  a  ruinous  condition.  In  "^"^J^** 
another  work  of  the  fame  kind,  they  have  expended 
two  millions  of  fefterces  *".  But  they  have  dfo  de- 
ferted  this  fecond  undertaking ;  and  after  having  laid 
out  injudicioufly  fuch  great  fums  of  money,  they  muft 
now  convey  water  to  the  city,  by  beginning  a  new 
aqueduft  in  another  place.  I  have  difcovered  a  verf 
clear  foring,  fix)m  whence,  I  think,  the  water  may  be 
brought ;  if,  according  to  their  firft  defign,  they 
carry  it  tlirough  arches,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to 
confine  it  abfolutely  to  the  moft  level,  or  the  leaft  ele^ 
vated  parts  of  the  town.  Some  few  arches  are  ftill 
remaining:  to  thefe  may  be  added  fome  others  of 
fquare  ftones,  taken  from  the  former  building  ;  and 
in  my  opinion,  the  reft  may  be  made  of  bnck,  ^ 
brick-work  is  more  eafily  and  Cheaply  performed. 
But  the  chief  point  neceflary  is,  that  you  mould  fend 
to  us  a  perfon  well  verfed  in  water-works,  or  archi- 
te6hire,  to  prevent  future  errors j  of  the  fame  fort 
with  thofe^  which  have  already  happened.  I  dare  be 
pofitiye  in  one  particular,  that  m>m  th^  beauty  arid 
convenience  of  the  work,  it  will  be  jrendcred  wor- 
thy of  your  reign* 

*  Equal  to  26874/.  14/.  9*/.  |. 
^  Equal  to  16145  A  16 j.  8^. 
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E  P  I  S  T  LE    XXXVn. 

T  R  A  J  A  N    ^'ft    Pi- 1  K  Y.  • 

From  nime.  i^^  A  R  E.>ftuft  bc  takcft,  tliat  the  dty  (rf  Nkome-^ 

'^'ui.^'  VJJ  ^^  "^^y  ^  ftipi^ied  with  water.  I  '«n  tho- 
T«ajXn.  roughly  perfuaded^  that  y^if  diligence  will  be  liidi 
as  it  ought  to  be,  in  bringing  this  work  to  pet^^ffcic^. 
But,  in  the  name  of  heaven  *>  is  it  not  a  inattear^  liM, 
•demands  ah  equal  fhare  of  your  attenttoi^,  to  ei^Uitt^ 
by  whole  fault  the  ■Nia?medians  have  tJffO^j^n  ^^y  fo 
large  a  fiim  of  InartEy  ?  AAd  to  know^  ivlniethef  %Pf 
beginning,  and  a^rW^rds  deferti^  tJiefe  aqu^dud^ 
they  have  tiot  ^gratified  the  private  views  of  p^lttkcubif 
perfons.  CoJrAmunicate  to  me  tiie  feveral  drcrum'- 
fbmces>  that  may  refuk  from  fuch  an  enquiry. 

OBSERVATIONS.     - 

The  feveral  acoounts,  and  the  few  remains  of  tile  'Rmnan 
•aquedufb,  are  furprifingly  magnificent.  Sext  us  "Julius 
Frontinus  **,  who  was  contemporary  vnth  Pt'iNV,  has 
written  a  treatife  upon  this  fubjeft  *.  TTie  pmbHc  tdndmts 
and  aquedufb  were  coiMnitted  to  his  care,  itr^^ie  Second 
year  of  Nerva  :  and,  if  I  am  tiot  miftiakeil,  he  redLons 
only  nine  aqveduSs,  in  his  time,  at  i^omr  .*  tp  which  be^ 
longed  thirteen  thouiknd,  five  hundred,  and  :iiinety  four 
pipes  ;  each  pipe  being  one  inch  i|i  diameter^  and  three 
inches  in  circuoiferooce. 

The  method  of  dtftnbiitihg  the  waters  was  by  lefervdiis, 
tilled  cafteUa  \  mto^hidi  the  water  flbWdd  throu^  fidyter- 
raneous  vaulted  pailages  %   made  either  of  bifek  or  ^ftgae* 

*  Whom  Plin  V  fucceeded  in  the  aagorihip. 
^  Entitled  Frontinv3  tie  afu^ditSibus, 
'  CcjifJIa  funt  .^eriz^acula  ^UicJUar.  laxiora  certufpatus  ewmimlatm^ 

ex  fulous  per  fjinlas  c.qu.i  in  'varia  loca  £firihidtur^  idejt^  im  miUn 
et  p'^tsria  f!ch:!:vrKy  inJuItu  frhtdpts.     Bctdjeus. 

*  To  thefe  kind  of  arched  pafimges  Pliny  alludes^  in  his  leCtnv 
^hen  he  faif\  Mkaunt  adintc puMclJjud mrcits^  te.    •  •  *     . 


Proper  overfeers  were  appointed,  to  whom  the  diftribution  of 
the  waters  was  entrufted.  A  duty  was  l^d  oq  all  the  Water 
communicated  to  private  houfes  J  and  (uch  water,  as  was  not 
fit  for  drinking^  was  applied  to  other  ijfes.-  '  It  icrved  the 
baths^  the  naumaehiaj  the  dyefs  of  cloth,  and  the  tanners  of, 
Jiides ;  and  was  laftly  conveyed  to  the  Chac^^  which  emptied' 
thenifelves  into  the  Tiber.  So  nice  ?ind  exa£l  was  the  publfc* 
<pconj|Mny  of  Rome.  ,    \ 

The  capital  of  the  empire  was  fuch  an  example  to  tlie  lc(^ 
fer  cities^  diat  we  cannot  b,e  furprizcd  to  ^nd  the  Nicomei^r 
am  at  a  confiderable  expence  in  undefta|c,u^  w^^rlfi^whiclf 
WCi^  at  Qi\ce  ornamental,  ^d  uioful.  to  th^r  city.  TJiie  j^- 
fwex  from  Trajan  to  Pliny  (hisws  thf.  ^fs^xox  of  a  fipivf^ 
and  difppfijtion  equal,  ^nd  adaptB4  to  fh^spvernment  or  tbe! 
world.  .'        ' 


-T 
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i";    J  ■•••••■    :  •  "■  • 

PtiNY   /»   Tea/an, 

ITH  a  jay  Sfultafofe  to  th?  Q(^?^iQli,  wc  %y't.  ^f^^ 
Celebrated,  3.1r,  the:  day,  911  whicb>   W  '^^^  a!  u.  c* 
ceptiag  ,t}ic  imperii  dignity,  ypu  i^Yfi^^  empire  it*c  ^^^^^^^ 
felf ;  and  we  have  earneftly  inniploBMl  the  Gods^  t9    ^^.^  * 
prefcrve  and  profper  you,  as  the  fafety  and  welfare  of 
mankind  is  annexed  to  your  profpcrity*    At  the  fai|ie 
time  I  placed  myfelf  at  the  head  of  the  troopSj  ^nd 
of  the  provincials,  who  all  vied  with  me  in  renewing, 
in  the  mod  folemn. manner^'  our  oaths  of  fidelity  to 
your  perfon. 

EPISTLE     XKXIX. 


.  1 


X    ly  ?Kicq3«:ahic tome,  as  it  informs' me,  JwitJi how-  ^ g^g  ^' 
much  jo^  and  devqttdpt^e  army  and  die  provincials j-  trajah. 
jcfa,  bang  their  leader^,  hsise  xadebrat^d  1^  day  of  my      ^ 
fKxdriao;co  theieii|pire#  i 
-V     :  Aaa  OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The  date  of  the  thirty  eighth  cpiftle  *  may  be  almcA 
pointed  out  to  a  day.  Tlie  provincials  and  the  army  annu- 
3%  celebrated  the  acceflion  of  Trajan  to  the  empire, 
which,  as  has  be^n  already  mendoned,  was  on  the  twenty 
ieventh  of  January.  Pliny  undoubtedly  was  as  expeditious 
as  poflible,  in  acquainting  the  emperor  with  the  joyful  cere- 
jnonies  of  diat  day.  His  letter  therefore  may  be  aiEgned  to 
ike  twenty  eig^ith  of  January. 

Dienh  Domne^  qua  Jervafti  imperium  dum  fufdfis.  The 
fdioliafts  ^  are  of  opinion,  that  this  fentence,  pardculaily  die 
words  fervafti  imperium^  allude  to  the  day  of  Trajan'-s 
adoption  by  Nbrva,  and  not  to  the  day  of  his  acceffion. 
But  the  emperor  could  not  be  (aid,  fufcipere  imperium  from 
the  time  wheo'  he  wa?  adopted,  but  i>nly  fi-om  die  death  of 
Nerva  :  the  full  meaning  of  the  compliment  feefkis  to  be, 
^'  that  Trajan  was  the  only  peifdn  fit  to  fuftain  the 
^'  Roman  government,  which  under  a  lefs  wife,  or  a  leis 
^^  equitable  prince,  muft  have  fallen  .into  former  diifaac* 
*•  tions;"  In  fuch  a  compliment,  the  adoption  indeed 
mi^t  tacitly  be  included,  but  the  celebration  of  the  feftival 
muft  have  been  the  annivcrfary,  jon  which  Trajan  fuc-' 
ceeded  to  the  empire.  .  :    .  \ 

« 

c;*  The  fixtjcth  cpifUe  in  the  edition  of  LoNcoLius.  \ 

.  ^  Catanjeus  and  £u  chneri  vs.     Se6  note  4  and  5.  on  ^p.  60. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XL. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 

ttM     T  Intreat  you,  Sir,  to  aflift  me  with  your  judgement. 


I 


Au^c.'  X  Upon  a  point,  in  which  lam  doubtful.  I  know 
856.  not,  whether  I  ought  to  commit  the  guard  of  the 
^"V.^**  prifpns  to  the  .public  (laves,  as  has  beea  hithetta  p«|p- 
tifed,  or  to  the  foldicrs .?  The  former,  I  lear,v^^:t^ 
aft  with  fidelity:  and  the  employ  oieofc  !will:  rw^^ire 
too  large  a  number  of  the.latter^  In  the  mean  time,  I 
have  added  fomc  few  foldiers  to  the  public  (laves.  Yet, 

I  per- 
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I  perceive,  that  this  method  is  manifeftly  dangerous, 
as  it  may  occafion  a  negle6fc  in  both  parties,  and  may 
allow  them  an  opportunity  of  mutual  r^proacheiB  tp 
each  othen 

m 
\ 

EPISTLE    XLI. 
Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IT  is  not  neceffary,  my  deareft  Sicum dus,  to  cm-  Ff«m Mmm, 
ploy  foldiers  to  guard  the  prilbns.    Let  us  conti-  ^'  g^^.^* 
hue  the  fame  cuftom,  which  has  hitherto  prevailed  in  TiAjii^. 
the  province,  by  appointing  public  flaves  for  that       ^* 
purpofc.     They  may  be  kept  ftri&ly  to»  their  duty, 
fince  you  have  full  power  to  exert  fuch  care  and  fevc- 
rity,  as  may  be  requifite  upon  the  ocCafion.     For  if 
the  foldiers,  as  you  juftly  obierve,  are  mixed  with 
thefe  flaves,  both  parties,  by  mutually  truiling  to  each 
other,  will  become  more  negligent.    But^  let  this  be 
our  conftant  maxim,  to  call  off  as  few  foldiers  as  pof* 
fible  from  their  colours. 

EPISTLE    XLII. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 

AS  you  have  allowed  me.  Sir,  the  permiflion  of     From 
appealing  to  you  in  all  doubtful  points,  I  hope,  ^^^'^'^ 
your  attention  to  my  prefent  difficulties  will  not  be     856. 
thought  too  low  a  condefcenfion.  Tiajak. 

In  feveral  of  the  cities  of  this  province,  but  parti- 
cularly in  Nicomedia  and  Nicea^  many  of  thefe  perfons, 
who  were,  formerly,  either  condemned  to  the  mines, 
adjudged  to  be  expofed  in  the  theatres  •,  or  to  under- 
go various  punifliments  of  that  fort,  are  at  prefent 
employed  ki  all  the  fun£tions  and  duties  of  the  public 
i}avei$^   «nd^  g9  feryants  to  the  public^  receive  an 

A*g        *  annual 
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annual  falarjf.  Enr  fincc  I  have  been  appriied  c^ 
this  fa6t,  I  have  again  and  again  confidered,  in  what: 
manner  I  ought  to  proceed.  For,  on  one  hand,  I 
imagined,  that  I  might  aft  too  rigorouQjr^  if,  after 
{o  long  an  interval  of  time,  I  {hould  enforce  any  fe- 
yerides  againft  men,  who  were  now  far  advancol  in 
years  j  and  who  lived,  as  I  was  afiured,  in  a  very  rc» 
jgular,  decent  manner  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  I 
thought  it  difhonourable  for  the  Ilate,  that  perfbns, 
^nufer  the  brand  of  condemnation,  (hould  be  employ- 
ed in  the  pubUc  offices.  And,  as  it  appeared  to  me 
fax  unnecefiary  expence  to  maintain  men,  who  being 
d^carded,  would  be  rendered  perfeftly  idle  5  lb  I 
thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  leave  this  afiair  unde* 
termined,  until  I  received  your  orders.  You  will  aik 
me,  perhsms,  by  wh&t  means  they  were  rekaied  from 
dio^  jmi^mmeiits,  to  which  they  had  been  condemn* 
.  ^  i  1  made^  die  fame  enquiry,  but  have  received  no 
fatisfafiory  anfwer.  The  decrees  indeed,  by  whidi 
tiiey  were  condenuied,  were  produced  to  me  ;  but 
no  recprfls  could  be  found,  by  which  they  were  par» 
doned,  I  was  told  however,  that  in  compliance 
with  their  petitions,  the  procohfuis  and  legates  had 
been  perfuaded  to  grant  their  difmiflion :  and  I  am 
more  enclined  to  believe  the  faft,  as  there  is  great 
probability,  that  fuch  a  ftep  could  never  have  been 
jafcen^  without  ^ftifficient  authority, 

EPISTLE     XLIIL 

TtIAJAN    to    P^fNY, 

*  • 

A'^ircrOEM^MBER,   that  you  was  fent  tolb  tte 

856.     jtv  province  where  you  now  are^  to  dbrrfcft  tAfe  fe- 

TiAjAN.  yopgj  abufcs,  that  fevioently  appeared  to  warit  a  refoji 

^'      mation.    But  the  inflance,  w^hich  you  menoot}^  ficmft 

abfolutely  be  redrdled ';  as  I  find^  aiat^rriminak^  coat 

demned  to  capital  punifhments^  have  not  (»ily  been 

releafed 
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rcleafcd  without  any  proper  authority,  but  are  even 
employed  in  thofe  offices,  which  ought  to  1^  filled  by 
perfons  of  a  more  unexceptionable  char  after.  All 
thofe  criminak  therefore,  who  have  received  their 
fentence  within  thefe  laft  ten  years,  and  who  have  been 
aicg^ly  rele^ed,  jRiuft  be  given  up  tp.  the^r  fever^ 
punifhmeftts.  If  %ny  oih^jrs  ^c  toun<^,  the  date  of 
whofe  condemnation  exeee(l«i  ten  yca4^Sj  and  who  ^^ 
old  men,  let  fi:jch  fervice^  be  appointed  to  them,  ^ 
bear  a  neax  proportion  to  the  pvwqji|l\in€jit$,  to  which 
they  were  coademo^d.  Slaves  of  ^\kk  fort  are  gene- 
rally afiigned  to  a[t(ejp^  the  pubJiic  bfiths,  to  cleanfe; 
the  common  fewers,'  ^d  xq  rep§ii^  the  ftreets,  and^ 

high-wdj. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  four  preceding  eoiAIes  are  in  a  manner  upon  one  fub^ 
je£l,  as  they  all  tend  to  let  us  into  part  of  the  Roman  regula- 
tions, in  regard  to  their  flaves.  The  fubjeft  is  curious,  noif 
have  the  particular  circumftances  been  touched  upon  by  any 
other  author. 

The  fortieth  epiftle  »  mentions  a  particular  employment  of 
great  truft,  the  cuftody  of  tjie  prifons  aligned  to  the  public 
flaves  \  The  forty  fecond  letter  ^  takes  notice  of  fuch  flaves, 
who  haying  been  condemned  [vel  in  opusy  vel  in  ludum]  to 
work  in  the  mines  <»,  or  to  be  expofed  in  the  fiipalres  •,  had 
evaded  the  fentence  of  their  condepriqation,  and  had  intro- 
duced themfelves  into  the  rank  of  thofe  fbves,  whp  were  .  . 
appropriated  for  the  fervice  of  the  flate.  The  emperor's 
decifion,  in  both  thefe  cafes,  is  very  mucl^  to  l>is  honqur'. 
He  fliews  himfelf  to  have  been  a  prince  of  excellent  fagacity  ■; 
entirely  attentive  to  the  public  welfare  5  and  inunoveably 
fteady  in  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

»  In  the  edition  of  Lohcolju$,  ^pjftlp  '50. 

^'He  calls  lYitTCk  publici  chfitatum'firrji :  they  weW  matntaiped 
at  the  public  expence.  "        •"     ' 

^  In  LoNGOLius,  epiftle  40. 

*  Tarc^finius  Supirbus  is  faid,  by  Suidas,  to  have  been  the 
firft  inventor  of  this  puniihment. 

5  To  fight  ^icb  wild  beafts. 
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EPISTLE    XLIV. 

Pliny'/c  Trajan. 

jTi^a   /^ABIUS  BASSUS,  whoispraefeauponthe 
jL.  u.  c!  V-T  ^^^  ^f  Pontica^  came  hither;  Sir,  in  the  moft 
TiA^^AN    ^^^^  ^^  rcfccaful  manner.    He  ftaid  with  me  le- 
*  Y."^**  vcral  days,  iand,  as  fv  I  could  difcem,  he  is  a  man  of 
great  wdrth,  arid  hi^y  deferving  of  yow  favour.    I 
acquainted  him  with  your  particular  orders,  that  out 
of  the  cohorts,  which  you  had  placed  under  my  com- 
mand, he  muft  be  contented  with  ten  bif  the  Btnefid^ 
arii  f,  two  capt^ns  of  horfe,  and  one  centurion.   Jic 
anfwered,  that  the  numlxr  was  not  fuffident  for  his 
jpurpofe,  and,  that  he  would  write  to  you  upon  the 
pccafion  :  for  which  reafon,  I  did  not  dunk  it  proper 
to  recall  immediately  his  fupemumerary  forces.      * 

*  See  the  obfervations. 

'  .  ...  . 
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,,  •  I         -  • 

\ 

Trajaw    to    Pliny. 

^'^vTt\  T  Have  likcwife  had  a  letter  from  Gabius  Bassus, 

^5^«      X  ^^  which  he  tells  me,  the  number  of  foldiers,  that 

T«^jAH.  J  j^ad  dlotted  for  him,  is  not  fulHcient.    You  fecm 

defirbu$  of  laiowing  my  anfwer,  and  you  will  find  it 

fubjoined  to  thi3  letter.    It  is  of  great  confequence  to 

confider,    whether  neceffity  requires,    or  ambition 

prompts  a  man  to  make  large  demands  :  but  the 

public  welfare  ought  to  be  the  principal  point  in  our 

view;  anfi  poni^uendy  all  poifible  care  jQiould  be 

'  taken,  that  the  foldiers  may  not  be  abfent  from  their 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The  word  Bemjiciarii  cannot  be  rendered  Into  Englifh. 
}t  is  peculiar  to  the  military  part  of  the  Roman  government. 
According  to  Vegetiu$,    •'  the  Bineficiarii  were  promoted 
^^  by  the  tribunes,  and  afiumed  their  names  from  the  benefit 
**  dt  their  promotion  »."    This  account  is  ftill  farther  ex- 
plained by  LiPsius,  Duo  autemfuerunt  tmlitum  genera :  Mu- 
KIFICES, // Immunes.     IBiy  qui  munus  facer enty  id  eft^fof" 
faSy  valhtmjtruerentj  lie.     llli^  qui  his  omnibus  vacarent^  qui 
et  Beneficiarii  di^ij  quod  beneficio  imperatorum  muneribus  vtf- 
carent.    •*  The  Romans  had  two  forts  of  foldiers,  whom  they 
^^  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  Munifices^  and  ImntU'- 
•'  nes.    The  fiormcr  were  fuch,  who  were  obliged  to  do  all 
^*  the  duties  of  the  camp  :  they  made  the  ditches,  trenches, 
**  and  works  of  that  kind.    The  latter  were  exempted  from 
^*  all  thefe  employments,  and  were  called  Beneficiarii,^  from 
^*  the  exemption,  in  which  they  were  indulged  by  the  em- 
^'  .peror,  or  the  general,  who  commanded."    The  fame  au- 
thor then  proceeds  to  a  fubdivifion  of  the  Immunesj  and  con- 
cludes his  explanation,   by  faying.  Nee  imperatores  folum  ifjl 
fUibantj  fed  indulgebantj  aut  connivebant  etiam  pro  tempore  tri^ 
buni :   ''  Not  only  the  emperors,  but  even  the  tribunes  con* 
*'  nived  at,  or  allowed  thefe  kind  of  indulgencies  upon  cer- 
f^  tain  occafions.^* 

It  is  impoffible  from  thefe,  or  any  other  accounts  of  the 
Beneficiarii  \  to  draw  an  exa£^  parallel  between  them  and 
any  military  pofl,  that  is  eftablifhed  in  our  armies.     If  it 
fnay  be  brought  to  hold  in  fome  particulars,  it  would  de- 
viate widely  in  others.     Th^y  are  neither  anfwerable  to  ouir  - 
half-pay  officers,  nor  to  our  hofpital  penfioners.    They  feem  , 
to  have  been  foldiers,  who,  during  the  temporary  pleafure 
of  the  commander,  were  not  charged  with  any  labours  of . 
the  camp.     So  that,  while  they  received  the  falary,  and  ad->> 
vantages  of  their  poils,  they  were  totally  exempt  from  doing 
the  duties  appertaining  to  their  rank  and  ilation. 

,^  Beneficiafii ab  eo  appellati^  quod  prothoventur  bcnficiQ  tribuno*- 
rMht,  The  btffiliiientator  open  vecbtivs  has  this  quotauon  from 
TeftuSy  de  *verborum  fignificatione :  Beneficiarii  milites  dicebantwt, 
qui  'vacabant  muneris  beneficio, 

^  Perhaps  they  are  neareil  to  the  Exempts :  life  guards  free  froin 
diity. 
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EPISTLE     XLVL 

Pliny  /^Trajan. 

?««  TiJ'AXIMUS,  Sir,  who  is  your  froedman,  vid 
a!' u!*ci  IVJL  ont  of  the  officers  of  your  houlhold,  has  ^- 
856-^  furcd  me,  that  he  mull  require  more  foldiers,  befides 
the  ten  Beneficiariij  whom  you  ordered  me  to  aillgn 
to  Gemellinus  k  In  the  mean  time,  I  thou^t  pro^ 
per,  not  to  take-  away  thofe,  who  ^ere  already  ui  the 
iervice  of  Maximus  ;  efpeciaUy  as  he  was  gcong  into 
Papblagonia  to  procure  corn.  At  his  dcfire  tfiereforc, 
and  for  his  fecurity,  I  have  added  two  horfe-guarcjs.  I 
entreat  you  to  let  me  know,  in  what  manner,  you 
would  have  me  aft  for  the  future. 

*  Gemellimo,  Optimo  viro  :  **  To  the  moft  excellent  Gemel* 
LiNvs/*  Such  an  cxprelTiOQ  is  coniiftent  with  the  idiom  of  the 
Latin  language,  but  founds  ill  in  a  tranflation,  as  not  being  agree- 
able, or  peculiar  to  our  manner  of  writing  familiar  letters. 

EPISTLE     XLVII. 
Trajan  to  Pliny. 

fnm Rome.  XT*  Q  U  have  adted  right,  in  allowing  foldiers  at 
8^6.  'X    this  particular  time  to  my  freedman  Maximus. 

TiAjAK.  When  he  was  going  for  a  fupply  of  corn,  he  was, 
^'  in  that,  inftance,  employed  upon  an  extraordinary  oo* 
caiion*  But,  when  he  returns  to  his  former  employ* 
ment,  the  two  foldiers,  which  yoy  have  already 
granted  to  him,  and  the  fame  njimber,  which  were 
allowed  him  by  Virdius  Gemellinus^  one  of  the  of-! 
ficers  of  my  houftipld,  who  is  his  afl5J(bwt,.wiIl\^M:^ 
fufficient, 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The  difcipline  obferved  by  Trajan,  in  Ae  condud  and 
regulation  of  his  army,  is  remarkable  throughout  all  thofe 
letters,  which  relate  to  military  affairs.  He  fhews  great  un* 
Willingncfi,  that  the  foldiers  fhould  ever  be  employed,  or 
called  off  from  their  pofts,  unlcfs  upon  a  very  neceffary,  or  a 
Very  extraordinary  occafion :  fuch  indeed  was  the  employ^ 
ment  of  Maximus,  who  was  fent  into  Paphlagoniaj  to  bring 
com  from  thence  to  Nmmdia.  The  Romam  a<Sled  wifely, 
in  aifigning  to  their  foldiers  a  certain  daily  allowance  of  com^ 
which  was  diftributed  by  the  proper  officers,  with  the  ut« 
moft  care  and  exa£bne{s ;  and  was  of  mose  beneHt,  than 
an  equal  ftipend  paid  to  them  in  money.  The  provinces 
were  obliged  to  fupply  the  Roman  ftate  with  a  tendi  part  of 
their  crops  of  corn ;  which  proportion  was  called  Deatma^ 
As  Maximos  required  the  ftffiftance  of  a  guard^  in  his 
journey  to  Paphlagonia^  we  may  fuppofe,  that  he  went  to 
tToQi  ^  frumentum  decumanum^  a  tax,  that  could  not  be 
gathered,  perhaps,  without  force  and  compulfion. 

EPISTLE    XLVIII. 
Pliny    to    Trajan* 

SEMPRONIUS  CiELIANUS,  ayoungmao    r«mi. 
of  an  excellent  charafter,  has  fent  to  me  two  a!^*^^ 
(laves,  who  were  diicovered  am6ng  thie  recfuits.     1     856. 
deferred  their  punifhment  till  I  had  confulted  you,  in  ^rajah. 
what  manner  they  ought  to  be  punilhed,   as  you  are 
at  once  the  founder  and  preferver  of  all  military  dif- 
cipline.    To  me  their  cafe  appears  a  little  dubious ; 
for,  although  they  have  already  taken  the  military 
oath,  tfeey  have  not  been  as  yet  enlifted  into  aiiy  of 
the  lemons,     f  entreat,  Sir,  that  you  will  lei  nie 
know,  in'w1iat"trianner  I  am  to  proceed,  as  my  dc- 
^cnuiatibn  muft  he  efta^lifhed  into  a  precedent.' 
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EPISTLE     XLIX. 
Trajan/^  Pliny* 

Fro«ii««.QEMPRONIUS  CJELIANUS  has  afted  in 
^^6.^'  O  confequence  of  my  orders,  by  fending  to  you 
T&AjAir.  thofe  men,  concerning  whom  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
^'  enquire,  whether  they  appear  to  have  deferved  a  ca- 
pital punifhment  ?  But  the  difference  is  material»  if 
they  oflfered  themfelves  voluntarily,  or  if  they  were 
ehofen  ;  or  indeed,  if  they  fupplied  the  place  of 
others.  If  they  were  ehofen,  the  guilt  will  be  oii 
their  officers :  if  they  appeared  inftead  of  others,  the 
perfons,  who  placed  them  there,  are  only  blameable  ^ 
but  if  they  came  fpontaneoufly,  and  were  confcious 
of  their  fituation,  diey  ought  to  be  punifhed*  It  is 
not  of  much  confequence,  that  they  were  not  enliiled 
into  any  of  the  lemons.  For,  from  the  day  on  which 
they  were  admitted  into  the  fervice,  they  ought  to 
have  given  a  jufk  account  of  their  ftation  and  chara&en 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  laws  of  Rome  prohibited  flaves  from  enlifting  them- 
felves into  the  Rofnan  army.  Virgil  alludes  to  this  prohi- 
biti6n,  where  he  fays, 

,  Quorum  primavus  Helen  or 

Mneonio  regSy  quern  ferva  Ly ciMVi A  furtim 
SuJluleraU  vetitifque  ad  Trojam  mferat  arms  K 

*'  Helen  OR,  elder  of  the  two;  by  birth, 
•*  On  one  fide  royal,  one  a  fon  of  earth, 
**  Whom  to  the  Lydian  king,  Lycimnia  bare, 
•'  And  fent  her  boafted  baftard  to  the  war : 
•*  (A  privilege,  which  hone  but  freemen  iharc*.)** 

» 

Public  exigencies,  however,  ibmedmes  required  a  fu(peR^ 
fion  of  the  wifeft  laws :  as  in  the  fecond  Punic  war,  where 

•-^nriig.^.  545.  *PkTPEH.     - 
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Florus  tells  US9  Arma  nm  irant^  detralfafunt  UmpUs  :  de* 
eratjwuentus^  infaeramentum  militia liberatafirvtUa^:  **  The 
<<  Romans  were  obliged  to  fupply  themfelves  with  arms  out 
<<  of  the  temples,  and  to  fill  up  their  army  with  flaves." 
Although  fome  odier  inftances  of  this  kind  might  be  traced 
throughout  the  Roman  hiftory ;  yet,  when  we  confider,  that 
flaves,  adulterers,  common  players,  and  pantomimes,  or 
any  perfons  branded  with  marks  of  infamy,  were  not  le-* 
gaily  to  be  enlifted  into  the  military  fervice,  the  political 
oeconomy  of  the  Roman  army  appears  admirably  well  infti* 
tuted  ana  conduced  :  fo  that  Rome  feems  to  have  owed  her 
conquefts,  not  more  to  the  bravery,  than  to  the  policy  of  her 
arms, 

*  Lvcii  Flori,  lib.  2.  cap.  6* 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    L. 
Pliny   to  Trajan. 
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I  Return  you  my  moft  humble  thanks,  Sir,  that  amidft     '«>« 
fo  many  more  important  affairs,  you  have  attend-  ^^?; 
cd  to  the  fevcral  points,  which  I  have  offered  to  your  ^  85^ 
confideration.     I  muft  again  entreat  you  to  indulge 
me  in  the  fame  manner. 

A  certain  perfon  came  to  give  me  information,  that 
his  advcrfaries,  who  had  reed ved  from  Servilius  Ca^- 
vus  a  fcntence  of  bWiiftiment  for  three  years,  ftill  r«r 
fided  in  the  province.  '  On  the  other  hand  they  affured 
me,  thait  they  had  received  a  reVckriidibn  of  thit  de- 
cree from  Calvi/s  himffelf,  and  ihcy  'read  to  me  his 
cdift.  Upon  thiis  atcount,  I  thoo^t  it  hedeffary  to 
refer  the  cafe  entirely  tx)  yourfelf :  for,  although^  your 
/mandate  foririds  me  1:6  recall  the  crirAirtals, .  who  have 
Ijeen*  Kittifhfcd  by  me, '  br  by  my  predecefforj; ; .  yet  it 
contains,  np  cfire£ti6ns,^  in  what  manpgr  I  ana  to  treat 
tiiofe  ddlesV  whp  have  been  both  baniihed' and  re- 
called by  former  governors.  I  muft  therefore  con- 
fiilt  you.  Sir,  in  what  manner  f(m  would  have  me 
adt,  not  only  in  thofc  circumftances,  hut  when  I  find 
pcrGbxn  remaining  in  the  province,  who  have  been  fen- 
tenced  to  perpetual  bahimment.  A  cafe 
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A  cafe  <^  thb  latter  foit  has  ktdbf  faikn  tmdec  m^. 
oc^izance.  A  perfon,  conckmned  to  perpetual  eK^. 
ife  by  the  proconfui  Julius  S  was  brought  before' 
me.  As  I  knew,  that  the  afts  of  Bassus  w,ere  Wr 
hulled,  and  that  the  fenate  had  allowed  all  thpl^^ 
who  had  fuSered  bv  his  decilion^  to.  appeal  from  hi^ 
decrees,  if  they  brought  thieir  appeal  withjia  VifQ 
years ;  I  aiked  this  man,  if  he  had  appeared  befiainr 
the  proconfui,  or  had  acquainted  him  with  his  fitua* 
tioo  ?  He  anfwered,  he  had  not.  This  aniwer  o^ 
Wiges  rtie  to  confult  you,  whether  he  is  to  tindei^go^ 
the  fame  punifhment  allotted  for  Wm  formerly,  or 
any  other  of  a  feverer  kind,  and  particularly  in  what 
manner  he,  or  others  in  his  circwm£tances,  are  to  be 
treated  ?  I  fubjoin  to  this  letter  the  decree  and  edift 
of  Calvus,  ami  alfo  the  decree  of  Bassus. 

*  Julius  Bassus.    See  book  4.  epiille9* 


1  I  ' 


•I 


E  PIS  T  L  ^    W. 
Trajan    to  Pliny." 


■  T       1  •  '      • 


From 


I  Shall  not  fail  tp  let  you  j(aiow;*TOy  refoiutaona  COJ^-^ 
„^^.  Cerning  thpfc .  cfiminak,  ^Qa  wqre  baniflu^  fpT 

T«AjAN.  ii^ee  years  by  ^(^  mocohiyS^yV'.' S 
^*      afid  were  ag^n'rwored,  ty^  qiifijt,  to  thcvr  ioripcr 
repdcnce  in  ikt  |)ro?rince,  is  iaoi;Lj^  Callus 
l^ffig^  to  me  bis  realons  for^^lwyipg  afted  m  iibs^ 


■  I  f  •••  ft 


iriailnen 

Theperfoio,  "wlip*  was  cohd wneci  ^to  perpetu?ij[^^- 
pilhmentby  Juiius Bassus,  fndiiad nheallowahpexif 
two  years  to  jnake  his  appeal  lErom'-that  fcntenp^  ijf 
tifc  had  thought  iiimfelf  injured  by  Jjhe  <iecr^  -^^ 
he  had  made  no  jfuch  aj)peal^  and  mil  contiiiied"jf9 
Hiay  in  the  province^  ougjit  .fp  Jje^fent  in  chains , to  iaj 
^^tetorian  pr^ff<5ls.  He  wilj  f\sA  \>t\i\Ji^  '^ 
nittied'  by  enfprcing  his  forw^r  :ipa?c^ 
duded  it  in  fo  cbntemptuoifciajgiapj)^       J-  {Q  & 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

In  triemium  rtl^atos :  **  Baniflied  for  three  jcais/*  The 
reUgatio  was  a  milder  punifhment  than  the  ixilium :  not  in 
point  of  time,  for  the  relegatio  was  often  perpetual ;  but  in 
other  particulars;,'  the  perfon  relegated  did  not  lofe  his  right 
of  a  Roman  citizen,  nor  forfeit  his  goods  and  fortune.  In 
this  fenfe  Ovid  writes  when  he  lays, 

/n?  quidm  moderata  tus  e/l;  vitamque  dedijii  : 

Nee  n^i  jus  civisj  nee  mihi  nomen  ahejt. 
Nec.mea  come&a  eji alits  fortuna^  nee  exuly 

BdiHi  verbis  nomnor  ipfe  tut. 

««  TTiro*  CmKK's  mildncfs  ftiU  doth  Ovid  live, 
**  And  ftill  my  natal  rites  his  bounties  give, 
*'  A  Rmum^s  dignity,  a  Roman's  name : 
**  The  glorious,  only  hopes  of  deathlefs  fame; 
^^  And  in  that  edid,  which  his  wrath  did  fign, 
^*  That  dignity,  as  yet  untouched,  is  mine/' 

The  exiltum  ^Vas  attended  with  all  the  fervilities  poflible. 
T^e  perfon  ekiled  was  obliged  tp  leave  "his  country  without 
any  of  the  benefits  neceflkiy  for  life.  The  punifhment  wai 
leiqual  to  iHtii^  €i^Ua  tt  ignis  interSiflo:  it  was  originally,  .fa 
trailed;  and  as  the  ien^ce  pronounced  againft  the  toQs^ 
idemned  perfon,  b^  prohibiting  him  from  the  benefitsrof  iire 
and  water,  obliged  him  to  leave  bis'  ODuntiy ;  the  4^iium 
was  the  confequence,  and  not  the  name  of  the  punifnmeht. 

Vln^fus  mlttl  adprafe^os  mel  pratorli  dehef :  ''  Hp  eught 
<<  to  be  fent  in  chains,  to  my  prs^prian  prxfe^b/'  Thsfj^ 
officers  were  or^inaUy  two  in  number  *•  They  were,  icomr 
manders  of  the  emperor's  houihold  guards :  tne  pr^orlum 
fignifying  the  palace  of  the  prince,  ^d  the  prafe£ius  the 
chief  commander,  to  vdiom  the /af^gu^  iuid  defence  of  the 
emperor's  perfon  was  entrufted.  The  employment  was  of 
great  dignity,  and  was  conftantly  fiHipd  by  men  of  the  higheft 
rank.  The  prafe£fus  pratorlij  at  the  inveftiture  into  his 
•fik^  was  pre&ntbd  by  the  en^rorwi^)  a^fw<»^.   a^d. 

•  They  were  owa^fcd.hy  Au-cusTuts  :  fuccecding  prinifcs*gn-  .   i' 

crjMfed  the  nurtbto.  .  *^  •  ' 

Trajan, 
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Trajan,  in  giving  this  emblem  of  authority  to  Subu-a 
RANus,  made  ufe  of  a  moil:  remarkable  exptdGoiit  which 
has  been  juftly  tranfmitted,  with  the  utmoft  applaufe,  to  al| 
fucceeding  generations :  ^Mf  I  govern  well,  vSe  this  fw«id 
**  in  my  ddSsnce :  if  ill,  ufe  it  to  my  deftruiUon.** 

EPISTLE    LIT. 

Pliny    to   Trajan. 

mZ^ia,  T  -^"^  apprchcnfive.  Sir,  that  the  public  moncv^ 
A^*u.  c.'  X  which  is  now  coUcdting,  and  has  been  sdreaay 
Tra^^an.  gathered  in  by  your  orders,  and  my  obedience  to 
f.  '  thoie  orders,  may  lye  dead.  Becaufe  purchafes  in 
land  feldom  or  ever  are  to  be  procured;  and  we  (hall 
find  few  people  willing  to  become  debi»^rs  to  a  com- 
monwealth, efpecially  at  twelve  per  cent,  the  fame 
intereft,  which  they  pay  to  private  peribns.  Confider 
therefore.  Sir,  whether  you  will  not  thmk  proper,  to 
lower  the  intereft,  which  may  prove  the  means  to 
invite  folvent  delDtors  :  and  if  that  method  has  not 
the  defired  effed,  whether  the  money  may  not  be 
placed  in  equal  portions  among  the  Decurions  %  in 
cafe  they  fliall  give  fufficient  fecurity  to  the  common- 
wealth. Although  they  fhould  be  unwilling  and  a- 
verfe  to  receive  it,  yet  if  the  intereft  is  reduced,  their 
burden  will  be  lefs  irkfome, 

*  The  Decuriones  municipales  are  explained  in  the  obfervations 
on  the  eighth  epifUe  of  the  firft  book»  and  in  the  obfervations  oa 
the  eighty  eighth  and  eighty  ninth  epiftle  of  this  book. 

EPISTLE    LIIL 
Trajan    to    Pliny. 

^tcmRme.  x  Agree  with  you  entirely,  my  deareft  S£CUNi>t7s, 

^is6.  *  X  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  method  can  be  devifed  for  placing 

Trajan,  q^ii  the  pubHc  moncy,  than  by  reducing  the  intcriefL 

''  '  ^  You 
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You  muft  fettle  the  rate  of  it  proportionable  to .  thb 
number  of  the  borrowers*  It  is  by  no  means  agree- 
able to  the  juftice  of  tAj  reign^  to  oblige  any  per^* 
fons  to  borrow  mon^,  that  may  prove  a  burden  ta 
them  hereaften 

OBSERVATIONS. 

By  Pliny's  epiftle  to  Traj ak  we  are  itifohni^,  that  the 
intereft  c^  public  loans  was  at  this  time  twelve  per  cent,  aiid 
from  the  emperor's  anfwer  we  may  conclude,  that  it  was 
reduced  afterwards,  at  leaft  in  the  province  of  Bithyniaj  to 
.  a  lower  rate.  Trajan's  conduft  is  remarkably  juft  and, 
noble.  He  will  by  no  means  confent,  that  hU  fub]e&  iball 
be  burdened,  by  paying  intereft  in  an  involuntary,  or  coer- 
dve  manner :  ne  rather  chufes  to  let  the  public  revenue 
remain  unaccumulated,  than  to  encreafe  it  by  any  ad 
of  compulfion.  The  epiftles  upon  thefe  fubjedb  ace  always 
curious,  as  they  tend  to  inftru^  us  in  the  oeconomical  part 
of  the  RwuiH  govemmient,  and  to  difptay  the  cfaaraiSer  of 
Trajan  in  various  lights.  ^ 

E  P  I  S  t  L  E     LIV. 
Pliny  to  Trajan*     / 

WHEN  I  confidcr  the  extent  of  your  jpowef ,     From 
and  the  magnificence  of  your  mihd^  I  think  Jfu!^J 
it  abfolutely  ncceflary,  that  I  fliomd  point  out  to  you    .856.  * 
fuch  works,  as  by  tneir  beauty  and  convenience  may  Tiajam. 
be  worthy  of  your  prcfcnt  glory,  and  fuitable  to  that 
greatnefs  of  your  chara6ier,  which  muft  remain  to  all 
eternity. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  Nicomedia  is  a  very  large 
lake,  through  which  marbles.)  fruits,  woods,  and  all 
kind  of  materials  are  brought  in  boats  to  the  high         ^    { 
road,  without  any  great  charge  or  trouble:    from  • 
thence  they  are  conveyed  to  the  fea,  but  with  great 
labour,  and  a  xnuch  greater  expence.    Any  plan. 

Vol.  II.  B  b  that 
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that  tni^  obiviate  chis  inconTenicnoc,  would  scqniiie 
manf  hands}  bet  tbeywiU  not  be.  waiitiog,.«S'.die 
inhabkaAts  .^  this  dty,  and  in  ^tbe  iidgbbouKlumi, 
uc  wry  iiimimxB  ;-  and  fince  die  voik.  idUf  will  4x 
of  univerfal  benefit,  we  may  hope,  witk.  a  gicat^  de- 
gree of  certainty,  that  a  fufficient  number  of  work- 
.  men  will  wiUii^j  ofitr;tIi|enHelves.uppn  thc.occa- 
fion.  One  circumKance  ftiU  remains,  that  you  ihould 
£bnd  bother,  if  you  think  proper,  a  furveyor  \  or  an 
architedl:,  who  may  diligently  exanuoCy  whether  die 
lake  is  higher  dian  the  iea.  The  eng^ieers  in  this 
eountry  affirm,  that  the  bei^th  of  "die  kke  is  forty 
cubits  ^  above  die  fca.  I  hdvc  difcovercd  a  large 
trench  in  the  fame  place,  ffauck  ov^t  by  a  kk^  of 
Nicomedia.  It  is  imperfoSi,  and  di^efere.  we  awiot 
know,  whether  it  wa$  defigned  as  a  drain  to  the  ad- 
jaceoLfieldfi,  or  as  a  communicadoni  from.  die. lake^  to 
the  river :  and  we  are  alio  dubious,  whether  the  un* 
dertftfcing  was  fruftrated  by  the  death  of  the  kiiffi,"or 
by  the  abfolute  defpair  of  bringing  it  to  perfcrabn. 
Under  thefe  circumftanccs,  your  glory  (you  will  par- 
don my  amlntioh)  incites,  and  animates  me  to  go 
forward,  as  I  am  defirpus,  that  you  fhould  bring  to 
perfeftion  thofe  works,  which  kings  were  able  only 
to  begin. 

*  LtlratoNff^  The  word-  properly  fignifies  an  engineer,  wLo 
•*   .  '    '    conveys  water  from  fprmgs  to  conduits,  by  levelling  thegroiind. 

*  Forty  cubits  Are  equ3 16  niiicteeii  yards,  one  foot  and  alialf  i 
or  to  fifty  eight  feet  and  a  half. 

■*■  '  ... 

.    .        EPISTLE    LV» 

.VI.;    Trajan  to  Pliny. 

From  Rem.  'TT^  H  E  account  of  thc  lake  near  Nicomedia  has 

'^'g^e/'*  '^X     i*T^«i^  ^ch  an  imprcffion  upon  me,   that  1 

T«AjAN.  fnay  probably  think  it  clxpedient  to  open  a  commu- 

'*      nicaQioii^-betwaea  tb&  lake  aqd  the  fea  >'  but  ceftainly 

*•*>'-  *  ^  •   -  wc 
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im  oii^t  CO  enquire  very  ftnftiv,  whcdier»  by  fuch  a 
dommunicataon,  the  water  of  tne  lake  itfelf  may  not 
entkdy  be  loft  i  nor  ou^t  you  to  be  igporant  of 
what  cpoaatity  of  water  u  contained  in  it,  and  from 
whence  that  water  arifes. 

.  You  may  demand  a  furveyor  from  CApuRNiua 
Macbr,  and  I  will  fend  you  from  hence  a  perCbn, 
perfe&ly  well  veried  in  works  of  this  nature* 

,       EPISTLE    LVI, 
Pliny  to  Trajan* 

EROM  the  excellence  of  your  judgement,  you    Ffo». 
exprds  very  juft  apprehenfiohs.  Sir,  that  the  a^uTc? 
tnnnication  of  the  lake  to  the  river  may  occa-      856. 
fion  the  lake  itfelf  to  be  exhaufted,  and  loft  in  the  '^^y/^^ 
fea :  but  I  think,  in  this  particular  cafe,  I  have  found 
oujt  a'ltmedy  to  obviate  that  inconvenience  :  for  the 
lake  ^y  be  brought  through  a  trench  as  far  as  the 
river,  fo  as  not  to  be  admitted  into  it  ;''but  a  barfc 
may  be  left  between  them,  that  fhall  at  once  contain, 
and  difunite  the  waters  ;  the  confequence  of  which 
will  be,  that  the  lake  will  not  feem  joined  to  the 
river,  and  will  have  the  fame  effefts,  as  if  they  were 
united*    We  fhall  find  no  difficulty  in  bringing  any 
burdens  over  the  fmall  intermediate  Ipacc  of  grouna. 
This  method  muft  be  purfued,  if  there  is  an  abfolute 
neceffity  for  it  •,  but  I  hope  there  will  be  no  occafion, 
becaufe  the  lake  itfelf  is  very  deep,  and  fupplies  tt 
river,  which  runs  on  the  oppofite  fide  •.    If  we  ftop 
up  this  old  paf&ge,  and  open  a  new  courfe  in  the 
place,  which  we  intend,  the  lake  will  fiirnifh  us  with 
water  fufiicient  for  our  purpofe,  without  lofing  any 
of  its  prcfent  quality :  befides,  that  fpot  of  ground, 

*  In  contrariam  partem  flumen  imitHt :  "  It  fap{)lies  a  rivav 
^  which  runs  an  the  fide  oppofite  to  our  intended  worla.** 

Bba  through 
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through  which,  we  proppfe  to  make  the  trench,  con-* 
tans  (everal  little  ftreams,  which,  if  coUedted,  will 
fiipply  ^y  water,  that,  may  be  taken  from  the  lake. 
But,  if'  you  Khali  be  of  opinion,  that  the  trench  oughtr 
to  be  made  longer,  and  narrower,  and  to  be  carried* 
on-  direftly  td  the  fea^  without  any  conimunication 
with  the  river,  then  the  reflux  of  the  fai  will  gjLvB; 
back  all  the  water,  that  (during  the  ebbing  of  the 
tide)  may  be  exhauftcd  from  the  lake.  However,  if 
nature  had  denied  all  thefe  -advantages  to  the  plap^* 
we  might  haVe  tiried  another  expedient,  and  by  floo^r* 
gates  might  have  Teftrained  the  courfe  of  the  watQ^ 
witMn  proper  bounds :  but  a  furveyor  will  be  able 
to  exanrdne,  and  confider  all  thefe  particularB*  .  An4 
indeed.  Sir,  you  ought  to  lend  us  uich  a  perfim,  acH 
cording  to  your  promife  ;  for  this  afFaif  is  worthy:  df 
ybux  attention,  and  becoming  your  dignity.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  have  written  in  your  name  to  that  sjeat 
and  excellent  man,  Calpurnius  Macer,  f'to  J^ml 
hither  a  furveyor,  perfcdtly  well  qualified  -ior  XiM 
undertaking. 

*  ■ .  • 

,      EPISTLE    LVII.  ..= 

*  *         m 

Trajan  to  Pliny. 

■ 

A°u^T*  T  '^  ^  ^^^  evident  to  me,  my  dearefl:  Secundus, 

156.  *  X  that  in  the  affair  of  the  lake  you  have  not  been 

T»>jAK.  deficient,  either  in  prudence  or  diligence,  finceyou 

^'      fliave  provided  expedients  to  fecure  the  lake  from 

.  bemg  exhaufled  ^  and  to  render  it  to  ,us  hereafter  .^^f 

much  more  general  benefit.    Fix  therefore  upoii  tb^ 

method,  which  the  thing  itfelf  fliall  point  out  to  yob, 

as  moft  expedient. 

Calpurnius  Macer,  I  believe,  will  iupply  you 
with  a  furveyor :  artificers  of  that  fort  are  never,  want- 
^in  thofe  provinces. 

OBSSS^ 


L 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Pliny  the  elder,  when  he  defcribes  Nfcfhu^a^  calb  if 
NicomiSa  Bithynia  prachra :  **  Ntcmediaj   the  glory  of 

NicOMEDBs,  the  fon  of'ZiPJETE^,  left  four  Tons :  tli^ 
ddeft  (lidCeeded  him  -in  the  throne  and  kingdom  of  Bitiy- 
nia»  A  fuccdBon  of  kings  followed ;  fame  of  whom  were, 
of  the  name  txf  NicoMSDS^f .  They  all  chofe  Nicome4ia^ 
for  their  chief  place  of  refidence :  fo  fhat  it  is  impoffible  to 
affix  to  any  one  of  them  the  work,  which  is  mentioned- by 
Pliny.  Faffam  a  regt  percujpnn :  **  A  trench,  dug  out  by 
**  a  king  of  Ntcomidta:^ 

The  cpnclufion.  of  the  epiftle  particularly  demonftrates 
ftt^fincerityand  zeal,  which  Pliny  entertained  for  his  im-^. 
pcrial  mas^.  "  Your  glory,  fays  he  to  Trajan,  Is  one 
f^  of  my-  chief  incitements- upon  this  occafion.  In  yoyr 
V  reign  I  wifh  to  fee  the  defign  perfe£ted,  as  the  comple^^ 
^f  (ion  of  it  muft  fhew  you  fuperior  to  the  kings  of  BUtyr 
*<  iliay  who  have  always  b^n  fhiftrated  in  the  adoMDpiiW'i^ 
^^  meiit  of  fo  sreat  ah  uitdertaking.'^  None  of  the  Rtmam 
ffrnperoi^  exceeded  Tr a j Air.in  works  of  public iboneAt^ •  or 
n^^niiicence  :  and  although  all  authors  agree  in  t^^  ^art  of 
his  charader,  yet  his  own'q>iftles  are  the  beft  teftimbny  ifo 
prove  the  aflfertion.'  In  his  diredEHons,  concerning  the  lake 
of  Nicomediay  it  is  difficult  to  determine,  whether  the  con* 
cifenefi,  or  th^  pcrfpicuity  of  hb  orders,  [^a^  ipoft  re*i 
markaUe, 


j^ 
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Pliny  /^  Trajan. 

r 

Ilntrcat  yoti.  Sir,  to  let  me  know  your  infiru£ti6na     rrom 
conceining  fuch  wtents,  as  arc  eUpied  in  point  ^^'^i^ 
of  time.     Arc  they  itill'to  continue  in  force  ?  And     856. 
how  long  ?  I  am  under  a  grca^t  difficiijty  upon  this  Trajah, 
occafion,  as  I  am  afraid,  that  my  ignorance  may      ^* 
miflead  me,  either  to  confirm  privileges,  which  are 
ynlawful,  or  to  obftruft  thofe,  which  are  neceflary« 

'  Pb3  F-PISTtE 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E      LIX;* 
Trajan  to  Pliny. 

Fram  junr.  fTT^HE  patents,  of  which  the  terms  are  expifecQ 

^856.^*    X     ought  not  to  be  in  force:   and  tHercforc^  I, 

TiAjAH.  nuke  it  one  of  my  principal  rules,  to  fend  new  pa- 

^*      tents  into  all  the  provinces,  before  the  time  when 

they  can  poflibly  be  wanted. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

« 

.  The  dipkmata  were  litters  patents,  given  by  the  empe- 
rofs,  or  their  repreientatives,  upon  various  occsifiians  9  and 

in  this  fenfe  die  word  is  explained  by  St£PHSK$,  iuvHi^kd 
0fi  qnas  fatentes  Itteras  appelkmus.  <    *^  V   [  i 

In  a  former  epiftle'*,  where  Pliny,  fpeakiag  of  %  n^^ 
fimg^,  who  was  fent  to  Trajan  from  SarnuLttar^%^  di^ 
fkmat9  adjuvi,  die  woid  fignifies  a  pajTport,  or,»  as  (^^ljl  A^ 
Rius  explains  it,  iitera  communis  itineris.  Thus  ^aixi^ 
when  Calpurnia  is  recalled  into  Italy  by  the  deam  of 
Fabatus,  her  grandfather,  Pliny  excufea  himffelf  to  the 
eitiperor,  for  having  given  her  a  pafTport,  when  he- lad  never 
before  granted  fuch  an  indulgence  to  any  perfon,  wl|o  ,was 
not  employed  in  bufinefs  rekting  to  the  ftate  ^  The  uie 
or  application  of  the  dipkmatay  fpoken  of  in  the./twq,laji 
epiflles,  is  not  afcertained.  We  can  only  tell,  diatthefe 
land  of  grants  were  temporary :  and  that  Trajan  was  par- 
ticularly careful,  not  to  admit  the  old  patents  to  be  of  efficacy 
beyond  their  limited  time, 

•  EpifUc  the  29th, 

^  Vffui  in  bof  UmfuSt  dcmunii  mpu  cuiftuan  dif/m^  iHi0m* 
J^nn^  ntquf  in  rtm'ulUm^  mfi.intuam^mfi:  quam  ferp^tit^j^-fir^ 
^Atioium  puam  qtutdam  fucejptas  rafit:    SeeepMUe  ffg. ' 


t , 
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EPISTLE 


■  ..      ..        ■ 

;    •  ■      f»»    •    -"    •    T'  •.  .  .       .      .  .•      J       .         .      , 


^•!f'*'  •■'  .i 


Tit £. condition  and  tna&itenaDQCcrjofitho&^ which     From 
are  called  expofid  infms^  b  a  qusfki^'  Sii'^  nf  T^g. 
great  coniequence,  and  alFe<^  this-whdlb.prbvin^     %$ii 
After  having  heard  the  decrees  of  former  emperors,  '^^^^^^^ 
I  cannot  pofl&Iy  dil&ven  any  pajtiiiJ&  any  ge- 

neral rule^  that  in  this  cafe  might  guide  the  Bithyni- 
arts.  I  have  thought  it  neceflarf  therefore  to  enquire 
from  you,  inwhatmanhcr  ytm  SvoOldf  have  us  pro-; 
ceed,  ,  And  indeed,  I  qould'  not  be  vif  opirrion,  that 
it  wais. .  proper  for  me  ta  be  centenfecj  wifh  prece-* 
dents,  in  an  a$air,  which  certainly  demands  your  own 
authority.  An  edid;,  faid  to  be  the  edid  of  Au^ 
GtrsTtrsy  concerning  yAmiiA  i  the  letters  of  Vespa^ 
Si  AN  and  Titus  to  the  LactiUmoniaw,  -and  t^thd 
Acbaiaiis  y  zxiA  the  letters' (yfDoM<TrANt6the?*pro^ 
confiils^  AviDii/s  N'rcRiKtrsf,  and  Armbt^ius  Bkoc^ 
9HUS;  and  of  the  fanie  eipperor  to  iht'Jjutd^moni^^ 
ansy  were  xrea4  to  me.  As  diey  did  not  appear  cor4 
red,  and  jmany  of  theoEi  m>t  genuine,  an4».  as  I  ..fup-r 
pole,  the  true  and  oorre&  .copies  may  be  fouind  ,io 
your  afchivesj  I  have  i;K>t  iimt  them  to  you*     *•     -.- 

m  '■''  '•*  ■** 

m 

■E  P  I  S  T  L-E   LXi;       '    ':' 

Trajan    to'  Pliny.     ' 


I  HE  queftion  relatki^  to  children  -born  free.  From  nmei 
then  expofed  by  their  parents,  and  afterwards  ^'^'  ^* 
up  by  otner  perfons,  and  educated  in  a  ftate  of  trajan. 
flavery,  has  been  often  difcufled :  nor  as  yet  can  we       ^• 
find,  among  the  inftitutions  of  my  predeceflbrs,  any 
general  rule,  that  might  be  eftabliftied  tliroughout  all 
the  provinces.    It  is  true,  there  are  epiftles  extant 

'    '  Bb4  from 


\ 
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from  DoMiTiAN  to  AviDius  NioMNus,  and  to  Ar- 
MENius  B&oqCi^us,  which,  jtertiaps,  og^t  to  be  ob- 
iervcd :  but  Bitbynia  is  OQt  one  ofthc  pnjjviriccs  men- 
tioned in  thbfe  letters.  I  am  thsrefore^  of  opinion, 
that  you  muft  not  deny  their  freedom  to  any  pcrfbns, 
f  who  may  cTum  it  Tinder  fuch  c^taimfbuicead "  |idr 
ought  they  to  pay  for  thdr  maintenance^  in  ocdqr  JM^ 
enjoy  their  IH^erty* 


u  J 


OBSERVATIONS. 

The  ba]:l3aroii8  cuftom  c^expofing  new-bom  cfaildfen  wat 
of  verv*antient  date.  It  has  been  ccmtinued  down,  and  ha^ 
cxtehopd  itlelf  to  our  own  times,  and  nation.  Shame  or  ne-^. 
ceffity  are  the  prevailing  caiuies  of  the  prefent  praftice.  The 
original  of  it  began,  by  ea^fing  certain  in£uits,  who  had 
been  deftined  to  be  murdered,  and  whofe  murderers  wenr 
unwilling  to  fhed  innocent  blood.  Some  of  thefe  children, 
who  were  left  in  woods  and  Wild  places,  were  not  only  pre-p 
ferved  almoft  in  a  miraculous  manner,  but  Uved  to  acquire 
kin^oms,  and  to  become  th/^  greateft  heroes  fuid.  princes  of 
antiquity.  Such  were  Oedipus,  Romulus,  arid  others. 
Examples  of,  this  fort  might  poffibly  make  fuperftitious  pa- 
rents imamne,  that  a  profperous  fete  was  conftintly  to  at- 
tend thofc  children,  who  were  thus  expofed.  The  Theiiuu 
bad  a  particular  law  to  prohibit  fo  infemous  an  a£k  of  cru-^ 
elty;  and  according  to  that  law,  fuch  parents,  who  were 
not  <^  fu^cient  ability  to  maintain  their  children,  were  qr^ 
dered  to  carry  them,  as  foon  as  bom,  to  the  ma^ftrates, 
who  were  obliged  to  take  care  of  their  mainteilance.  The 
magiftrates  uf(3  thefe  children  as  flaves,  taking  their  feryice 
in  recompcince  for  the  charge  and  trouble  of  their  education. 
The  cuftom  we  find,  by  thefe  epiftles,  was  ftill  prevalent 
among  the  Romans.  The  orders  of  Trajan,  upon  thq 
pccafion,  are  generous  and  humane. 
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BOO-K.X. 

EP  IS  T  L  E     LXIL 
Pliny  t$  Trajan. 

IHave  been  mttch  prei&d  to  deliver  my  ojuiuon,:    From 
in  coniequence  of  a  letter  from  Domitian  to  A!Tfci 
MiNicius  RuFUs,  ^d  conformable  to  the  example     <5^* 
of  my  proconfular  predeceflbrs,  concerning  the  claim  '^•^'^^* 
of  pmons  born  free,   ?ind  tte  iettlement  of  their 
birdi-right.    I  have  looked  into  the  decree  of  the! 
ienate^  which  relates,  to  cafes  of  this  kind :  at  men-^ 
tions  only  fuch  provinces,  as  are  governed  by  pro- 
eonfuls.    I  have  therefore  deferred  giving  my  opi^ 
nion,  till  you  fend  me  inftru£tions.  Sir,  in  w}ia$  man- 
ner you  would  have  me  proceed. 

EPISTLE    Ljan. 

Trajan  /^  Pliny. 

IF  you  wll  tranfmit  to  me  the  decree  of  the  l^nate^  From  lum. 
which  has  occfafioned  your  embarraflment,  I  Ihall  ^'g^'.^* 
be  able  to  judge,  whether  the  ckdms  of  peribns  bom  trajam. 
free,  and  the  fettlement  of  their  birth-right,  ought      ^' 
]to  come  under  your  cognizance. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

By  the  expreffion  in  the  fixty  fecond  epiftle,  J^uod  de  Ms 
iantum  fr&uihciis  loquiiury  quibus  proanfuks  prafunt  :  *'  Thq 
f*  decree  mentions  thofe  provinces  only,  which  were  go- 
**  verned  by  proconfuls  :'*  we  are  abfolutely  told,  that  Pli- 
ny had  not  the  title,  although  he  pofTeiled  the  power  of 
proconful  of  Bithynia.  The  diftindion  feems  extremely 
nice ;  but  the  original  of  it  is  mentioned  by  Sustoniub  ^, 
^d  ftill  more  fully  explained  by  RosiNUS,  whofe  words  are^ 

«  SusTON.  lib.  2»  c^p.  47» 

OCTA- 
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Oct Avius  Augustus,  cum  fnuitus^  ac  pofiiS  R^moM^^iff^^Q 
luntate  compellerttwr^  ut  Jolus  rempubUcam  ^fiigia/^it^f^ 
arum  adminijtrationem  aliam  a  priori  injiiiuit.     Alias  enim* 
Jihi  refervaviu  ^s  fciUfety  aua  •potintiore:t  etqnt^.ef  plus  pC" 
ricttli  ojiendebaittj  ac  vel  hojtes  accobs  habeianij  vtl  novos  per 
fe  ipfa  aliquos  motus  turbare  poi^anU    J^ua  aut/sm  infirmions 
0t  pacatiores  erant^  popkU  attrtbuitj  ut  in  iasy  quos  vellenij 
mitterent'f  eofpti^  qui  ipjis  praeffint^  proc^fulisappellavit  *  : 
^  When,  by  the  decree  of  the  fenate,  and  Ae.vafce  cfT  " 
^^  Uman  people,  OcTAviua  Augustus  w3s  obliged 
^^  take  upon  him  the  fole  ^vernment  of  the  commonwga 
^*  he  eftabUflied  an  adpiimftration  of  the  provinces,  cJTelfe^l 
•^  from  what  had  formerly  been  enabled,  Hcreferv^cd  foi^lm^ 
*•  fetf  an  ifuch  provinces  as  were  moft  powerfuh  and  fitiar 
•^  whom  Ac  greateft  danger  might  be  expefted,  and'  whiSP 
^*-  had  either  enemies  [to  me  ftate]  within  their  con&ies^rtot^ 
*^.  were  formidable  enough  of  themfeives  to*  xaife  coouxUh/ 
*«  tions.    Thofe,  who  were  weaker,  and  jcr^j^e  incKpeA;  ^i 
**  peace,   he  left  at  the  difpofal  of  the  people,  that  th^- 
*'  might  nominate  the  officers  for  fuch  employments ;  jmd^ 
**  the  perfons,  to  whom  the  people  gave  their  liominldoii^* 
**  were  called  proconfuls/' 

From  hende  we  parceive,  that  AuOuiTtfs  divided  the  ad^ 
miniftration  of  the  provinces  between  himfelf  and  the  people. 
The  provindal  governors,  chofen  by  the  people,  were  called 
proconfuls.  Thofe  appointed  by  the  emperors  were  legates^ 
.  with  procon&lar  power,  as  appears  by  an  antieot  infipript;|0B 
jcxtraoed  from  Gruter,  in  Masson's  life  Jpf.PI4IJ^iy..  X 
be^ris  thus,  C.  Plinius  C.  F.  C.  N.  C^cilius  Se^uiT- 
Dus  cos.  augur,  legat.  PROPRwffiT.  PRov-rNC,  T^wipi' 

CONSULARI  POTESTATE.    In  EAM  PROVINCIAM  AB  IMP, 

C^sareNerva  Trajano  aug.  Gbrmanico  missus, 
bfc,  "  Caius  Plinius  Secundus,  the  fon  of  Caius 
*<  Cnbius  Cjecixius  Secundus.  conful.  augur,  procura- 
*^  tor.  I^te  of  die  province  with  confular  power.  He 
*'  was  fent  into  the  province  [Bithynia']  by  the  emperor 
**  CjbsarNbrva  Trajan  Augustus.'^ 

Dturing  the  reign  of  Augustus,  the  Afiatic . provinces 
were  allotted,  as  Dion  Cassius  informs  us,  to  the  poopjil 
But  fucceeding  emperors,  upon  the  mifbehaviour  of  thf  pib- 
confuls^  afliuned  thofe.  provinces  to  their  own  .chcHce.  .  'Tbm 
the  governors  of  Bithynia  and  Pontus  were  under  the  ap« 

*  KosiN.  Andq.  lib.  7,  cap.' 42. 

pointment 


:wo:q  k    x:  3^ 

ptintfl^  ■jBi>T9'Mt*ax  faohfel^  and  for  that  rcaiiin  trero' 

/       E  Pil.8  T  L,E    ^XrV.  . 


Pj,4NY   /O  T*AJAN. 


fW^J^E  TV^j/ifj/feoS^^  h&ve  a  ■  baiib^  th^t  is  old  From  Pr«/i, 
Xrcmd  ruiniHip:  ^A  your  perini0ion,  they  are^^J'^.^^ 
^c^ptef-ta  fRpaif  Jtj  Ydii  may  grant  thAir  requeft,  as  a.  u.  c* 
1  ^tfn  ientirely  of:  opinion,  tljtav  it ;cHgh|:.  to  be  rebuilt,  tea^k, 
Hbdre  will  j?e.^oaGHey  for  this  pjurpo^  :  firii, .  fr(xi»      7. 
the:  ftigis, ;  Wiip^. I  have  begun,  to  levy,  andcaJIin 
from  private :  pf^ons .:    then.^ain^  as  ihc :  Prufenfes 
willf  apply  the  gicpcy,  which  they  ufed  tp  eicpend 
IIPq|I;qUs,  to  riie  edifice  itfelf : ;  the  beauty  of  the  city, 
and  the  glory  eCjour.  reign,  are  additional  motive* 
toihcsfork* 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    LXV. 

AjAN  to  Pliny, 


*  - .  • 


ir-F  the  pi^liC  funds  of  the  Prufenfes  vnil  not  htTromRme. 
X  DMCf-burdene4  by  building  a  bath,  I  am  willing  to  ^gH'  ^ 
indjulg^  thdr  requeft  with  this  refbidlion,  not  to  raiie  trajah. 
any*  new  contributions,  nor  to  leflen,  for  the  time  to      7* 
come,  the  neceflary  expences  of  their  ftate. 

EPISTLE     LXVL 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

» 

WHILE  I  was  fearching  for  a  fituation  to  build  From  pruff. 
the  badi,  which  you  have  permitted  in  this  !^^^^ 
dty^  I  was  particularly  pleafed  with  a  ipot  of  ground,  a.  u.  c, 
-where  Was  formerly,  I  am  told,  a  very  beautiful  houfe ;  Tiijlit. 
the  ruins  of  whisb  OQW  disfigure  t)ie  whole  place.       7, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  ruins  might  ^.  of  advantqpv«b  the  otjF^i^ 
this  moft  unfi^tly  part  of  it  may  n<Mir  fe(p^imiiieR|)q4r 
and  enlarged  ;  nor  is  it  neceflary  to  take  away  ai}|h 
buildings,  but  only  to  repair  fucht  :a3  Imse  been  ^tt 
moliflied  by  time. 

The  particulars  relating  to  die  htiule  are  thefe  : 
Claudius  Poly^nus  left  it  as  a  legacy  to  Claudius 
Cjesar,  ordering  a  temple  to  be  dedicated  tx>  tKc^- 
peror  in  a  court  furrounded  by  a  tolohade^  aCnd  thb; 
reft  of  the  houfe  to  be  lett,  the  incoine  of  whkji^ 'tij^^ 
a  long  time,  accrued  to  d^  city  :  but  afterwards-^lbe^ 
ing  psutly  plundered,  and  jpartly  negfe£ted^  the  ^lK>k 
houte  ana  the  colonade  fell  into  decay ;  Jb  that  io^raoi 
any  of  it  remains,  except  thfe  gj^fimd  ^kfUfii. .  Tlmt 
Prufenfesy  Sir,  will  acknowledge  it  as  a  j^articulttr^ilia 
vour,  if  you  give  them  this  piece  of  g^nd^  Or  all6# 
them,  as  it  is  fo  convenient,  to  purcnale  it...  '  ^"     "^> 

My  deiign  is.  Sir,  with  your  pemiiflien,  to  :'idlaJ§ 
the  bath  in  the  vacant  court :  and  to  iurround  It,' 
where  the  old  building  flood,  with  feats  and  gallenes^^ 
to  confecrate  it  to  you,  the  benefaftor  of  fb  ek^anta 
work,  and  to  make  it  worthy  of  your  name*  ' 

I  have  fent  you  an  imperfedt  copy  of  the  will  %  by 
which  you  will  fee,  that  Poly/enus  left  a  great  de^ 
of  furniture  in  the  houfe ;  all  which  is  toft,  with  the 
houfe  itfelf :  however,  t  fhall  make  as  much  enquiiy 
as  I  can  to  recover  it.  « 

...     :..     ;.  .        .  i^-^^ 
»   Of  Cl^AUDIUS    POLYJENUS.  '^ 

E  P  I  S  T  I,  E    LXVII. 

Trajan  /<>  Pl IN V.  '., 

From  itme.  T  A  M  willing,  that  xbt  court  and  houfe  at  JPrt^^ 

'^856.^*  A  which  you  mention  to  be  vacant,  fhould  be  ap^ 

T«AjAN.  plied  to  the  ufe  of  the  bath.      But  you  have  not 

7*       fufficiendy  explained,  one  circumftance  5  whether  the 

temple 


ttihpit  in-tlK  tiiloiladc,  dedicated  to  CLAi/tfiiri,  was 
dE!(did]F'fliiiflKil  f  For  if  that  temple  was  ever  built^ 
^dioi]^  it  i^  fi:arc6  Men  into  ruins^^e  ground  muft- 
ftiA  itfiiida  Ikvtd  to  him. 

OBSERVATIONS/ 

rident^ 


S^g&iHti  ftiibi  uh  f^ 

^  votoins;  to  diufe  a  proper  place,  where  I  mig^  j^d  a 
**  public  bath.''  Every  fentence  in  the  epifUe  proves  him  to 
be  upoii  the  fyot. :  We  may  now  therefore  fuppoie  him  to 
hiaive  begun  his  prpgrefi  into  the  province.  His  epifUes  will 
sqgularlj  carcy  us  throu^  feveral  towns  on  the  Euxine 
f^or^  :  and  althou^  many  of  his  letters  are  probably  loft, 
yet  thofe,  wluch  are  extant,  will  prove  his  return  to  Nico^ 
mdioy  thorou^  part  of  Pontusy  and  the  inland  country  of 

«  In  the  ficty  fifth  epifUe  appears  die  emperor's  oeconomy : 
in-'ilie  fixty  feventh  his  pict^*  In  the  former,  he  fears  to 
0verb|irden  the  people  of  jP'^  with  taxes  ;  indielat^^hc 
pays  a  religioifs  reverence  to  uicred  ground. 

BP  I  S  T  L  E    LXVm. 
-      .        -PxiNY  /tf  Trajan. 

TH  E  theatre  of  Niceaj  Sir,  the  greatefl  part    From 
of  which  is  built,  but  the  whole  not' entirely  ^^^ 
finilhed,  has  already  coll,  as  I  hear  ("the  total  amounf:     S56. 
is  not  yet  eitadly  calculated)  above  ten  millions  of  "T^y^^** 
fefterces  * :   An  cscpence,  which  I  am  apprehenfive 
will  be  fruidefs.    For  the  building  has  funk,  and  in 
many  parts  of  it  is  cracked.    Whether  theie  defe£ts 
proceed  f  r6m  die  foftne&  and  humidity  of  the  ground, 
or  whether  the  ftone  itfelf  is  gritty  and  mouldering, 

•  E^uil  to  io729/«  5/.  4/ 

is 


if.s  r. 
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»  oot  xseitfliin'c  but^tnddubtodly  it  k  %  >piMlit  nwbrdif 
of  deliberation^  to  conf&der,  «97it€ther  cteildific»r44D 
beiiiiiihed,  or  0)^  remain  in  the  ftac^'lft'i^^ 
or  whether  it  ought  to  be- taken  donfiw^?  fontfie 
props  and  buttrefies,  which,  in  many  places  txxmatt 
It,  appear  to  me  not  to  be  fa  firm/  tttfiey  are  un^ 

tuous*  '  ,^    -^'^ 

•  Several  -private  perious  baving  ^&^  t^  j^cl 
different  parts  pf  t^s  theatre,  the  ffiaJiM^ 
cos  over  the  pit  remain  luifimfbedT;  j^ 
building,  whidi  ought  firft  to  be  aimpleatody  ta»  at 
prefent,  entirely  at  a  ftop.        '   '     -' 

The  public  place  of  cxercife  *  having  feeeftr  defiboy^ 
ed  by  fire,  fome  time  before  my  afriVal,  the  dtizena 
of  ifkea  have  alfo  undertaken  tp  repair  it  in  ;a  more 
Rapacious  and  octenlive  manner  than  before ;  ^^^^^^ 
dilburfed  money,  but  I  am  ilftaid  ito  little  ppqpbfe,; 
as  the  ftrudture  itfelf  is  irregular,  and  difpropoiraqQect 
Befidet,  the  pr^int  aitiiite^  (he  is  indeed^  toe  drailof 
the  perftm,  who  began  the  work)  ^^kms^  diat'^die 

'  walls,  although  two  and  twenty  feet  in  thidinefi,  are 
not  ftrong  enough  for  die  wci^t,  which  tiicy  are  ;to 

.  fupport  $  the  quantity  of  mortar  in  the  middle  part 
being  infuffiiqicnt,  and  the  biick-^Woriic  not  well  put 
together. 

The  citizens  of  ClaudiopoBs  liare  ehofen  fo  low  a 
fituation  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  for  a  very  large 
|>ublic  badi,  that  the  edifice  feems  radier  funic  lato 
the  earth,  than  raifed  abovie  the  ground*  Tlie  fund 
appropriated  towards  the  e3q)eoceof  ic  isi  the  cotBaac^ 

^  money  already  paid^  c»:  to  be  paid,*  whenever :  I  cafl 
for  it,  by  thole  fupemumerary  ienators,  whom  .your 
goodnefs  has  addra  to  their  ienate.  ^As  I  ought 
^erefore  to  have  a  watchful  eye  over  the  piA>ltc 
money,  ib  I  am  to  be  particularly  carefisl^  that  diif 
money,  arifing  from  your  £svour, .  whicfa  irptcfecahk 
to  all  fums  whatever,  may  not  be  mifapplied. 

I  muft 
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v:,  I  muft  C0ti»at  you  to  fend  hither  an  architcta^  not 

r,onlY  to  laaioiinc  tte  ftate  of  the  theatre,,  but  of  the 

4  baths ;  that  ,w^  may  know,  whether  it  will  be  mdl 

f  ^dtgftt,  after  lb  much  expence,  to  finifli  the  whole 

r  works  a&  they  are  begun  j  or  only  to  repair  focb 

rbju^y.  as  &tm  to  want  reparation,  or  to  alter  the 

Utuation,  if  it  is  abiolutely  neceflary  to  be  altered  \ 

:  kft  when  %«:  are^ndeavourii^  not  abjblutely  to  lofe  die 

.ftons  ahtady  expended,  we  may  ky  out  future  fiuns 

Itp^  ilia  purpofew 


'■>  , ... 


EPISTLE    LXEC. 

Trajan  to  Pliny. 

HAT£V£R  may  be  thought  neceH&ry Fimn Kmw. 
for  the  dieatre,  which  the  citizens  of  Nicea  ^'^'^* 
arc  we^i^  ,you  will  be  beft  able  to  judge  and  to  Tiajajc. 
-.'.determine,  by  going  upon  the  Ipot.    It  wilibefuf-      7* 
:^.ficient  for  me  to  know  your  determination* 
f  ^  V  As  ibon  as  the  theatre  is  jiniihed,  for  which  the 
:.  private  fuhfcnptions  are  promiied,  you  will  take  care 
to  colled  choie  fubfisiptions.    The  Gredb  are  fond  of 
places  of  exetcife^  and  fmxi  thence  perhaps  the  JVif- 
ceansj  in  a  Ipirit  of  emulation,    have  entered  into 
'■'  fuch  kind  of  undertakings.     But  they  oug;ht  to  be 
f:  xontentcd  with  edifices  luitable  to  their  own  circum- 
'    ftances. 

L.\  As  you  tdl  me,  that  the  people  of  Claudiopolis 
■■  have  b^un  a  bath  in  a  very  improper  fituatbn,  you 
are  to  diredt  them  in  the  method,  wludi  they  ought 
to  pirliie^  YdU  cannot  want  architedb :  not  a  pro- 
w/^  vince  is '^without  men  of  experience  and  capacity  in 
.  that  art;  nor  would  I  have  you  imagjuie,  that  the 
V  Ihorteft  way  is  to  fend  them  to  you  from  Rme^  when 
^  t^  even  come  to  us  from  Greece. 


OBSER. 


i 


PLIN rs  EPiSTLESrf 

OBSERVATIONS. 

.  Although  the  fixfy  ddhith  qpiftle  be^ns  with  an  aoowiit 
of  a  theatre  building  at  Nicea^  yet  it  was  praSaldvwritten  at 
CbnuSipslisj  and  I  have  dated  it  from  thence.  The  expre£» 
fion^  ingens  balineum  defo£uni  magis  quam  stiifiantty  ^^  they 
^  are  finkir^,  rather  than  building  a  public  oath,''  feems  to 
favour  this  opinion.  Pliny  fp^ks  of  the  badi,  as  of  a 
work,  which  he  has  immediately  under  his  eye :  and  he 
takes  an  opportunity  in  the  fame  lettei;,  to  mention  die  ab^ 
fuidities  and  extravagance,  of  which  the  Niceam  had  beeit- 
equally  guil^  with  the  people  of  (HaudiopoUs^  in  dieir  puUic 
buildings.  I)uring  his  ftay  at  NiceOy  he  might  not  km 
ceived  fufficient  infonnation  of  the  expence  and 
attending  the  place  of  exerdfe,  of  which,  periuqpSy  at  that 


1 


time,  the  foundations  were  only  kid.  Hmc  Aiotn  ixfri^ 
vatorum  polUcitatimbus  muba  debintuTj  &c.  ^*  Many  or  the 
^<  fublcriptions  promifed  by  private  peiibns  towards  nnifliiiig 
*^  the  theatre,  are  not  yet  paid  in/'  He 'might  poffihly 
wait  Ibme  mondis,  to  fee  if  the  fubfcriptions,  which  were 
promifed,  would  take  elFeA :  but  being  di&ppointed  in  hiB 
cxpefbtibns,  he  refolved  to  lay  before  the  emperor  two  or 
thm  cafes  of  the  fame  kind,  and  diought  eadi  cafe  of  to 
much  importance,  as  to  require  an  architeA  from  Romim 

But  the  chief  reafbn  for  dating  the  letter  from  Claudia* 
foUsj  is  the  fituation  of  that  dty.  It  lies  eaftward  of  Prufii^ 
and  feems  to  be  in  the  road  to  Amajhris. 

EPISTLE     LXX. 
Pliny  ^^  Trajan. 

From    T^  ^  ^  ^^ty  ^f  ^^  Amafiriansy  Sir,  is  very  cle- 

hM/r».     J^     gantly  and  finely  built.     On  the  fide  of  the 

'8^6.^*  very  longeft  ftrect,  reaching  from  one  end  to  the 

*AjAH.  other,  is  what  they  call  a  river,  but  what  is  in  truth 

^*      a  common  Ihore ;  the  afpeft  of  which  is  not  only 

filthy  and  unfightly,  but  is  alfo  attended  with  a  very 

peftilential  finell.    For  thefe  reafons,   it  is  not  lefi 

upon  account  of  wholefomenels,  than  of  decency, 

that 
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• 

that  the  place  Ihould  be  covered.  This  fhall  be  done, 
if  you  give  leave :  and  it  ihall  be  my  particular  care, 
tiiat  money  mav  not  be  wanting  for  fo  great  and  fo 
neceflary  a  worL 

EPISTLE     LXXL 
Trajan  to  Plinv. 

IT  is'  very  reafonable,  my  deareft  Secundus,  that  ^'°°*u^'2'' 
the  water,  which  runs  through  the  city  Amajiris^     856. 
fliould  be  covered,  if,  by  being  uncovered,  it^dan-  TaAjAM. 
gers  the  health  of  the  place.     I  am  convinced  you  will       ^* 
take  care,  according  to  your  ufual  exadtnefs,  that  no 
nKiney  may  be  wanting  for  this  work. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

From  Pliny's  dcfcriptiori  of  Amaftfisj  we  may  be  fully 
airurcd,  that  the  cpiftle,  which  I  have  dated  £rom  that  city^ 
\«ra5  written -there.  The  city  itfelf,  we  find,  was  finely 
built,  and  ihuch  ornamented  ;  but  the  pride  of  the  citizens 
is  very  evident^  firom  their  prefomption  in  giving  the  often^ 
tatious  name  of  a  river  to  a  channel  of  filthy  water,  that  de- 
ferved  no  other- name  than  a  ditch. 

Amajirhj  in  the  time  of  PtiNY,  was  a  confiderable  city 
Jn  Paphlag(miaj  lying  upon  the  Euxine  ihore.  It  is  now 
only  an  inconfiderable  village  belonging  to  the  Ti^ksy  called 
Amajlroj  biiilt  upon  the  ruins  of  the  aiicient  Amajlris* 

EPISTLE    LXXII. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 


• 

WATER  is  much  wanted.  Sir,  in  the  dty  of   ^^rom 
Sinope.    From  the  diftance  of  fixteen  miles,  a."u.'c, 
great  abundance  of  excellent  water  might  be  brought  ^s^- 
to  it.     There  is  a  fjpot  of  ground  however,  not  above    *y^**** 
a  thoufand  paces  from  the  metropolis,  which,  as  it  is 
Vol..  II.  Co  a  ii)ungy 
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a  fpungy  ground^  apjx^rs  l%:ely  t6  coiitidR  ^  Ipf^lng. 
I  have  ordered  fome  fmall  6xptnce  to  be  t^,  out  in 
examining,  whether  the  place  itfelf  be  fuilickntly 
proper  for  an  aquedu6l,  I  have  taken  carQ»  that 
money  fhall  not  be  deficient,  in  cafe.  Sir,  that  a  work 
of  this  kind,  which  will  at  once  be  ialutiferous  and 
ornamental  to  the  city,  fhall  meet  widi  your  appro*^ 
bation.  ' 

• 

EPISTLE    LXXin.  1,1 

Trajan   f(?  Pliny.  .     .^ 

From  Rome.    A  S  you  have  begun,  riiy  deareft  SicimDUS,  ftiU 

^'856.^*  XjL  continue  to  enquire  moft  minutely,  wlaethcr 

Trajan,  that  particular  place,  which  you  fay  appears  likely, 

^*       can  properly  fuftwn  die  ediftce  df  an  aquedudt.     I 

cannot  hefitate  a  moment  in  thinking,  tfa^  it  iii  ^b^ 

ibtely  nw:e]Q&ry  to  bring  watef  to  the  colody  of  *• 

iM>e :  and  if  poUible,  it  fhould  be  done  bv  '  theo^ 


ielve$,  as  being  a  circumftance,  that  will  "COtQidu 
eSeftually  u>  the  health  and  pleafmccf  Ac  city., 

OBSERVATIONS. 


.  :$in^ei'\n  Paphlagoma,  lycis  at  a  confkbnCble dtftance  e&fi« 
Xnrard  from  Jmq/fris.  I&  is  placed  on  a  penmfula  in  die 
Euxine  fea.  "If  we  look  into  the  fabuloui  part  of  htftoiy, 
we  muft  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  built  by  SiNOFB^  d^e 
daughter  of  Asopus,  who  is  flius  toieritbned  by  Valerius 
Flaccus ; 

alta  CaranAis 
RaditiiTj  £t  magna  pehgo  tremt  umbra  Simpes* 
Jfffyrttfs  ccmpirm  '  ^  [   ■         - 

Nympba  prius^  -hhrnigfyue  fevisfua  lufinai  igmsg 
C^lic^is  imm^tapr^  ^* 

•  •  ■-         ■  • , 

*  Val.  Flaccvs.  lib.  ^»  p,  108. 

«Oi»r 


Ji' 
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.   V  Our  veSd  pailes  by  Catambis  heights^, 
",    "  Where  5/wp^  ovenhades  the  fubjeft  lea  t 

^  Wlbpfe  fertile  foil  contains  th'  Ajjyrian  bay. 
'    •*  E*jS  was  fhe  a  coy  njtoph,  who  mock'd  the  lov^ 

**  Of  Jove  himfelf  enamour'd  with  her  charms." 

Strabo  tells  us,  that  ^inope  was  built  by  the  Milejidns  i 
and  Hientions  two  noble  ports  jetting  out  upon  the  Ifthmus 
towards  the  Euxine  fea.  It  was  rendered  particularly  fa- 
mous, by  beiflg  the  birth  place  of  Diphilus  the  come- 
dian, and  DiOG^N^s  the  cynic.  In  the  time  when  it  be- 
longed to  the  Chriftians,  it  was  a  bifhop's  fee,  under  the 
archbifhop  of  Amafta.  In  the  time  of  PtiNY  it  was  a 
Roman  colony. 

EPISTLE    LXXIV*  / 

Pliny    to    Trajan* 

I  Have  lately  received  a  letter.  Sir,  from  AmrtEiuSj    ^'*>* 
an  officer,  who  is  quartered  inNicomedia^  to  inform  a!xsTc. 
nie,  that  a  perfon,   named  Cai^lipromus,   having     856. 
been  arrefted.l^y  JMaximu^  andDioNvsiuSj  bakers     *^J^^* 
by  tra^e,  i^i  ^hofe  fe^ic^  he  had  eng^edjuoxl^ 
ran  for  protedtion  to  your  fiatue  :  and  that  when,  he 
was  brought  before  the  magifbates,  he  declared,  that 
he  had  formerly  been  a  flave  to  Laberius  MaXimus^ 
but  was-  taken  prifoner  by  Susagus  in  Moefia^  and. 
was  afterwards  fent,  as  a  prcffent,  firotft  DbcebaeM 
to  Pacorus,  king  of  the  Parthians^  whom  he  con- 
tinued tip  ferve  many  years,*  btit  at  length  made  his 
efcape  to  Nicotnedia.    When  he  was  brought  before 
me,  and  had  repeated  all  thefe  particulars,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  .icnd  him  to  you :  but  I  deferred  his 
journey,  tfll  I  had  enquired  flxidly  after  a  certain 
gem,  which,  ^hc  affirms,  has  been  ilolen  fi"om  him^ 
and  on  which  is  engraven  the  figure  of  Pacorus,  in 
his  regal  ornaments.    I  was  very  defirous^  that  the . 
gem,  if  it  could  have  been  found,  might  have  ac^ 
companied  a  little  pi^e  of  ore,  which  I  now  fend 

C  c  a  youj 
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••  ». *  •  ■.....■!  1  , 

yon,  '^d  .which,  he  &ys,  he  brou^  out .  o[  tlic 
mmes  ot,Parthia.  It  i3  fealed  widi  my  ring;  the 
io^prdiim  of  which  is  a  chariot  drawn  by  f<nir.korfe;i^. 

',•  .■'  •■•  i.  '.:■ 

OBSERVATIONS^ 

•        ■  •  • 

Pliny,  by  the  exprefllon,  Apuleius,  qu!  eji  in  Jia-^ 
iiofie  Nicomidenjiy  **  Apuleius,  who  is  ftationed  at  ^- 
*'  Cbmedtay*  muft  have  been  at  a  diftance  from  Nicome- 
diay  at  the  time  when  he  received  the  letter  from  Apu- 
leius. I  have  dated  his  epiftle  to  Trajan  from  Sinqp^^ 
for  no  other  reafon  than  the  probability,  that  he  might  re- 
fide  fome  time  in  that  city,  to  receive  the  emperor's  orderjf*, 
and  to  fee  whether  the  fpun^  ground,  in  which  he  expe^)^ 
to  find  a  ipring,  had  the  dehred  efFedt. 

The  anfwer  from  Trajan  to  this  epiftle  is  not  extant; 
fo  that  we  are  at  a  lofe  to  know,  whether  he' thought  the 
imperial  rights  infringed  and  violated,  by  the  Teeming  out- 
rage committed  on  Callidromus.  The  ftatues  of'^tJie 
Roman  emperors  were  facred  as  altars.  The  CjrsARi, 
even  in  their  life  time,  were  looked  upon  as  demigods. 
The  magiflxates  of  Nicomedia^  by  the  tuni  qf  PlinyJs 
epiftle,  feem  to  have  obliged  Callidromus  to  quit  his 
fan£hiary,  and  fubje£t  himfelf  to  the  lawful  arrcft  of  Max- 
IMUS  and  Dionysius.  Curiofity  therefore  virbuld  make  us 
«wiih  to  be  informed  of  the  emperor's  behaviour  on  this  oc- 
cafion  :  but  from  the  general'  turn  of  his  mind  and  diipofi-^ 
tion,  we  may  prefume,  that  all  ads  of  juftice  met  with  his 
•J        s^j^KiWiiioii  ana  applaufe.    .  .,..:> 

•  The  emperor^  diredions  are  fignified  to  Pli^y  in  the  ^- 
venty  third  epiftle,  but  chat  fetter  might  not  be  arrived  at  Sinop§^ 
at  the  tim^  when  Pliny  fcht  away  Callidro^ius.  *  *  ' 


•   I 


»»"! 
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Pliny    /^   ITrajan. 


f  r* 


II'  f  ' 


From  ^TT^  H  E  free  and  confederate  city  of  xhtAmifeni 
Af'uTc.  JL  ^^  ht^n  permitted,  by  your  indulgence,  to 
^  856-    •  make  ufe  of  their  own  laws  :  in  confequencc  of  which, 

Trajan.  *■  "l  ' 

7.  ^^y 


,         BOOK     X-  405 

they  have  (delivered  to  me  a  memorial  concerning  a  '  *"^^ 
common  fund,  eftablifhed  by  thcmfelves  for  cha- 
ritable ufeau  With  this  letter  I  fend  to  you  the  me- 
morial, from  whence.  Sir,  you  will  judge^  what  fum, 
and  how  long  you  will  allow  fuch  a  fund,  or  whether 
you  will  think  it  proper  to  permit,  or  prohibit  fuch 
a  contribution. 

EPISTLE    LXXVI. 
Trajan  to   Flint. 

I  Have  f  eceived  the  memorial  of  the  Atnifeni  fub-  From  Rome. 
joined  to  your  letter.     If  fuch  a  common  fiind,  ^*  ^-  ^* 
to  be  applied  to  charitable  ufes,  is  confident  with  TaAjAw. 
their  own  laws,  we  cannot  by  any  means  invade  their  .    7» 
privileges,  efpecially  if  the  fund  be  not  apjxlied  to- 
\wards  riots,'  and  illegal  aflemblies,  but  towards  t^e 
maintenance  only  of  indigent  perlbns.  .. .  / 

In  all  odber  cides,  which  are  fubjeft  to  qur  own 
laws,  grants,  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be  permjitted^rr  i 


•'-'.   ♦! 


EPISTLE    LXXVn. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 


s  ■ 


Trajan. 

7. 


TH  E  foUicitor,  Sir,  to  the  trca&ry  of:  thct^W'     ^'?* 
feni  has  clainied  a  fum,  amounting  to  about  /**u]"c. 
forty  thdufandjiwf^ra  S  a  gift  froni  the  publie|to  Ju-  ^856. 
Lius  Piso,  above  twenty  years  ago,  by  th^.Vuhani- 
mous  confent  of  the  fenate,   and  the  body  of  the 
people. 

The  claini  Has  arifen  from  the  prohibition,  which 

exifts  by  your  edifts,  againft  all  gifts  of  this  kind. 

On  the  other  hand,  Piso,  in  defence  of  himfelf,  af- 

.  firmed,  that  he  had  ever  been  extremely  liberal  to 

•  Equal  to  1291/-  i^s,  4/ 

C  c  3  the 
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^  the  itrpubKc,  and  had  tlicrcby  almoft  fipeddtfd  W@i 

Whole  cftatc.  He  farther  added,  that  a  gre^J:  Jcttgm 
of  time  had  elap&d  fince  the  dcmadon,  and  he  ei^ 
treated,  that  a  preient,  which  he  had  Feceived-ib 
long-  fince,  tod  for  fo  many  real  ferviccs,  might  cioc 
be  recalled,  to.  the  utter  ruin  of  his  remkinii^  ho^ 
nours.  For  thcfe  reafons.  Sir,  I  thought  fit  to  ^4d^ 
joum  this  caufe,  till  I  had  confulted  you  in  the  mc^ 
t^od,  which  ought  to  be  purfued, 

EPISTLE    LXXVIIL 

T  R  A  J  A  N    /y    P  L  I  N  y . 

framjtm.   A  S  donations  out  of  the  public  treafory  are  ab»- 
-^^  A  ^'  T\,  folutely  prohibited  by  my  edi6ts,  yet  in  order 
T  A'j;n.  not  to  overthrow  the  fettlements  of  particular  pertbns, 
7«      it  is  not  proper  to  make  a  revocation  of  fuob  ^fts, 
^  have  been  eftablifhed  by  length  of  time.     And 
therefore,  let  us  not  uni*avel  the  tranfaftions  of  this 
kind,  which  may  have  pafled  above  twenty  years 
ago.     For  I  am  determined  not  to  be  more  provi- 
dent of  the  public  money,  than  of  the  private  pro- 
perty of  the  feveral  citizens  of  every  place  what-? 
even 

OBSERVATIONS, 

^Jmfusj  from  whence  the  fevcnty  fifth  and. feventy  fe- 
^Fetlth  epiftles  are  dated,  is  a  city  of  Pontus,  fituated  near 
%o  the  Euxine  Ihore.  Arianus  *,  who  was  a  native  of 
Nicomedia^  fays,  A^^tro^  TxroKtg  EX\riv]g  A^zvxtcov  airoixog* 
;**  jfmifus  is  a  city  of  Greece^  and  was  a  colony  of  the  jfthe" 
f^  nian^J^  Like  the  other  Grecian  ciixts  in  Ajuiy  "it  was  o- 
riginally  free,  but  aft^erwards  fell  under  the  tyranny  ajid  op- 
preffion  of  the  kings  of  Pontus,  who,  according  to  TvlVy^  ' 

>  >  a   t 

»  SuiDAS  furnames  him  the  young  Xenophon,  and  adds, 
that  his  great  erudition  raifed  him  to  the  confulfliip.  He  lived 
m  the  time  of  Adrian. 

had 


f  » 
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bad  ^VMlt  £iiqptuo«B  palac^^s  at  Sinopiy  ^d  at  >//»^  ^  The 
defeat  of  Mitm&idat£s  by  Lucullps  %  delivered  tho 
Amife^ni  from  the  tyranny  of  the  PoMic  kings,  and  put  them 
efltirely  under  fubje<3ion  to  the  Romtms^  by  whooi  they 
were  reftored  to  their  origifial  liberty,  and  to  the  eftabli{h*> 
meat  of  their  own  laws.  Hom^ver,  it  is  plain  from  an  ex» 
^ffion  i«iP|^iNY's  epiftle  \  that  the  enjpyment  of  this  li* 
b^y  depend^  upon  the  will  and  pl^afure  of  the  Roman 
emperors,  BeneficU  indu^lgmttia  tud^  legibm  fuU  utitur :  **  By 
*'  your  indulgence,  Sir,  tfepy  have  the  benefit  of  their  own 
«  laws." 

It  is  more  than  probable,  from  Pliny's  epiftle,  and  from 
Trajan'$  ^fwcr  %  that  the  jtfrW  [*^  contributions  raifcd 
*'  on  the  public  on  a  charitable  account,  towards  the  main- 
*'  tenaoce  of  pa[{on^  iwjbo  were  fallen  inevitably  under 
*'  misfortunes,"]  had  been  very  much  abufed  and  mifap- 
.  plied  :  A  fate,  to  which  public  chariti^  are  too  often  liable. 

The  feventy  feventh  epiftle,  which  is  fo  placed,  becaufe 
it  bears  reference  to  thefe  [trani]  public  contributions,  has 
in  it  fome  difficukies.  A  paraphraftical  manner  of  treating 
the  whole  letter  may  clear  them,  perhaps,  better  than  any 
other  method. 

'^  The  follicitor.  Sir,  to  the  treafury  of  the  Amifeni  has 
**  made  a  demand  upon  Juliujs  Piso  6f  forty  thoufand 
**  denarii.  This  fum  of  money  was  given  to  Pi  so  above 
*'  twenty  years  ago,  ©utof  the  fund  allotted  for  public  cha- 
*^  rides,  and  it  was  given  to  him  by  theconfent  of  thefenate 
^  and  people  of  Atmfus. 

**  The  claim  from  the  follicitor  is  founded  upon  your  im- 
«*  perial  mandates,  which  recall  all  paft,  and  prohibit  all 
**  future  donations  of  this  kind. 

*  Sinopen  atque  Amifttm^  quihui  ^«  offidis  erant  -domciUa  regis^ 
omnibufque  rebus  orndta,  atque  referta.  Cicero  pro  Lege  Manil. 
cap. -8. 

^  The  city  of  Ami/us  held  out  fome  time  againft  the  Romans^ 
.  under  the  condud  of  Callimachus*  governor  of  the  place.  It 
was  reduced  by  Lvcullus,  who  ftiewed  great  lenity  to  the  in- 
habitants. They  met  with  no  lefs  indulgence  afterwards  from 
Julius  Casar.  So  that  this  city  was  always  looked  ttpon  by 
the  Romans^  as  a  place  of  importance,  and  worthy  to  be  pre- 
fer ved. 

^  Epiftle  7;. 

«  Epiftle  78, 

Cc4  *«  Piso, 
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'  ^^  Pjso,  in  defence  of  himfelf,  alled^,  that  his  fbrtano 
^*  had  been  ever  em^oyed,  fuid  hit  whdf  income  in  a  man- 
*'  ner  expended  in  the  cau(e  of  die  commoiiwealdi.  He 
^<  farther  defired,  that  /w^  (bould  imittrttallf^  coniider  the 
<^  length  of  ^me,  which  has  paft,  finds  he  received  the  do- 
^^  nation*  And  he  alfo  iniifted,  that  a  fum  of.  monej^ 
**  given  to  him  fo  long  ago,  for  fervices  of  a  puMit  ti^tiSe,' 
**  ought  not  now  to  be  refunded,  fince  that  verf  (utahad  Ib- 
^  abled  him  to  rife  to  thofe  public  honours,  and  to  fupfhxt 
^  that  pubUc  ftation,  which  he  now  enjoys.  Honours, 
^'  which  were  indeed  the  laft  and  only  remains  of  his  for-^ 
^  tune :  fo  that  when  he  was  no  longer  able  tp  fupport  ^u^ 
^^  dignity,  from  that  moment  he  muft  be  abfolutely  undone.^ 
**  His  reafons  appeared  fufficiently  powerftd  to  .hhuf^t 
f *  me  from  coming  to  any  final  determination  in  the  cat^^' 
*^  till  I  had  received.  Sir,  your  conmiands,  iii  what  nttul^ 
f^  ner  I  oii^  to  prooecd."  . ';'0 
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V  ..■■■•  '    - 

Fliny  to  Trajan.       ^ 


juHilpoUu  T  N^  giving  your  prdeirs.  Sir,  to  fo  eminent  a  maii 
A.  u.  c.  JL  as  Calpurnius  Macer,  to  fend  a  legioiiiaiy  cen- 
TaijAN.  turion  to  Byzantium^  you  have  a6ted  with  all  im^^- 
7-       able  prudence.     Confider,  whether  from  the  fame 
motive,  you  will  not  think  proper  to  fend  a  centu- 
rion to  the  citizens  of  juUopoUs.    Their  city,    a^ 
though  it  is  fmall,  fuftaihs  very  great  charges  :  and 
the  lefs  able  they  are  to  refift  oppreflion,  the  greater 
injuries  they  are  obliged  to  undergo.     Whatever  inr 
dulgence  you  think  proper  to  fhew  to  the  inhabitant 
pf  Julie foUs^  it  muft  be  of  benefit  to  the  whole  pro- 
vince.    Juliopolis  is  placed  at  the  entrance  into  Bitby^ 
nia^  and  is  the  conftant  paflage  for  moft  travellers|i 
who  come  into  this  country. 
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EPISTLE    LXXX. 
Trajan  t6  Pliny. 

TH  £  citizens  of  Byzantium  are  in  fuch  a  fitua<»  Fram  $tm. 
tion,  by  the  concourie  of  people,  who  are  con^  \^^ 
tinually  coming  thither  from  all  parts,  that  I  thought  tea  jaw. 
it  would  be  a  right  meafure,  and  confiftent  with  the       ^* 
cuftoms  of  former  times,  to  fend  a  legionary  centu- 
rion to  preferve  the  privileges  of  that  ftate.     But,'  if 
the  fame  fort  oif  proteftion  was  to  be  granted  to.  Jn-f 
liopolisy  it  woula  create  a  very  troublefomc  prece- 
dent.    Many  other  cities  would  require  the  fame  in- 
dulgence, and  the  weaker  thofe  cities  were,  with  the 
more  reaifon  might  they  make  the  demand. 

I  have  that  confidence  in  your  care,  that  I  zm 
firmly  of  opinion,  you  will  not  fuffer  any  ftep  to  be 
taken,  that  can  poflibly  injure  the  citizens. 

If  any  perfons  behave  themfelves  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  mv  government,  they  may  be  impriloned.  _  , 

Or  if  tney  are  guilty  of  greater  outrage  th^ 
may  be  immediately  punilhcd. 

If  foldiers  are  tne  tranfgreflprs,  let  their  officers 
know  the  particulars  of  their  oflfence. 

If  the  offenders  arc  preparing  to  return  towards 
Rome^  write  a  letter  to  advertife  me  of  their  ap- 
proach. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Amfusj  being  the  moft  eaftern  part  of  PtiNv'i  progrefiy 
at  leaft,  as  appears  from  any  of  his  epiftles,  the  next  ^ace, 
where  we  Cdn  fix  his  refidence,  is  JuHopoKs.  Pliny  feemt 
now  upon  his  return  from  Pontus  to  Btthynia ;  and.  he  pro*' 
bably  pafled  through  part  of  Paphlagonia  and  Gcllogreda  to 
^uUopolisj  which  I  have  already  obferved  *  bears  th^  n^mp 

*  In  the  preface  to  the  tenth  book. 

.    '  '■':  y.  of 
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of  Gordiu'come.  Livy  calls  it  Gordiutichos,  **  the  wall  of 
**  Gordius.'*  Strabo  fays,  it  was  a  fmaU,  village  called 
Gordus^  but*^i?as  enlarged,  and  made,  a  city  by  Cleon  ^, 
who  gave  it  the  uame  of.  ^uliopolts  ^. 

Trajan's  ahfwcr  ^  is  extremely  fine.  I  have  diftin- 
.guifhed  it  therefore  by  different  paragraphs.  Throughout 
die  e(>iftle  there,  is  a  ftyle  of  tcagniiicenoef  becdk^itfgpil 
'  «inpeior  ^  a  brevity,  becoming  a  man  of  fenfe;  i^.rjegarc^to 
ji^ftioe,  becoming  a  ibvereign  s  and  a  tenderiiefd^  bec< 
the  fadier  of  his  people. 

*  A  captain  of  a  band  of  robbers. 

^  Strabo  mentions  this  fad,  as  hs^pening  in  liis  oWti 
Hfe  lived  in  4ihe  reigns  of  Augustus  and TiBCitius. 
-  ^  EpiftteSo. 


•J 


f 
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PtiNY  if<?  Trajan.  "  ' "' 

From     X  X  /^  ''^  ^  ^  ^  attempted.  Sir,  to  enquire  into  the 

A^^c.    W    ^^  ^f  Apamea^  the  debts  due  to  that  re- 

856.  '  public,  its  revenue  and  expences,  I  was  anfwered,  **  No- 

•r»  A  JAN.  «<  thing  could  be  'more  univerfally  acceptable  to  thcpeo- 

"  pie,  than  that  the  accounts  of  tne  whole  colony  Ihoul^ 

be  fettled  by  me ;  but  as  yet,  the  public  accounts 

had  never  been  fubmitted  to  any  proconful  :  an^ 

the  Apameans  had  a  privilege,  fupported  by  very  an- 

*'  tient  cuftom,  of  regulating  their  own  commofi- 

^*  wealth  in  the  manner,  which  they  thought  proper.^* 

I  infilled,  that  the  feveral  fadls,  which  they  alledgeti 

and  repeated,  fhould  be  drawn  up  into  a  memorial, 

which.  I  have  now  fent  to  you  exaftly  in  the  lame 

form,  that  I  received  it  \  although  I  have  ohferved  it 

in  feveral  additional  allegations;  not  pertinent  to  the 

^refent  difquifitidn.    1  entreat,  ^  Sir,  that  you  'will  do 

tne  the  honour  to  inftruft  me  What  nlethod  to  pur- 

?be  •,  for  I  ^m  apprehenfive  of  appearing  either  to 

have  ej<:ceeded,  or  hot  to  ^have  fvllfilled  the  duties  of 

piy  employmem, 

;  EPISTX.E 
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EPISTLE    LXXXII. 
Tr  A  J  AN  /o  Pliny. 

TH  E  meHioirial  6f  ih«   citizens  of  jfyatned^  From  ^mat. 
wMch  w^  inhcxed  tx)  yotif  letter,  has  exfeuftd  ^'g^e.^ 
hie  frotn  the  heceflity  of  examining  into  the  i-eafohs,  t«ajak. 
why  the  confuls,  who  have  fornierly  been  governors      ^* 
of  your  province,  did  not  inlped:  into  their  public 
revenues,  fince  by  that  memorial^  they  are  willing 
to  fubmit  their  accounts  to  your  infpeftion.     Theif 
candour  therefore  ought,  to  be  rewarded :  let  them 
know  then,  that  as  I  have  direfted  you  to  examine 
their  accounts,  fo  I  give  thofe  orders,  with  an  entire 
referve  to  the  feveral  privileges,  which  they  have  a 
right  to  enjoy. 

OBSERVATIONS.  ;     '  . 

Apamea  *,  from  whence  Pliny's  eighty  firft  letter  was 
Aiat^d,  is  fitiutted  upon  the  Proponth^  near  the  river  lihyn-- 
Hocus.  It  was  built  hy  Myrlus,  a  general  of  the  Cob^ 
phonians ;  and  from  him  called  Myrlea.  The  privileges  of 
this  city  feem  tq  have  been  extraordinary,  fince  it  appean 
by  Pliny's  epiflile,  that  the  public  accounts  of  Apamea  had 
.l^er.been  fubjeAed  to  thofe  peribns,  who  had  adted  in  the 
charafters  of  pnxonfuls.  The  emperor,  on  his  part,  ap- 
pears gfnerbufly  careful,  that  the  Apanuans  fhall  not  be  de- 
prived of  whatever  rights  or  privileges  thejT  ought  legally  to 
enjoy. 

This  is  the  laft  of  Pliny's  e{nftles,  that  can  be  dated  at 
Any  diftance  from  Nicomedia. 

*  This  city  aiTumed  the  name  of  Apamea^  from  Apama»  wife 
of  Prusias,  king  of  Bithynia.    The  Turks  <:all  \tApa^. 


EPISTLE 


4iat  P  L  IN  Y's^-E P I  ST  L E5. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    LXXXUI^. 
Pliny  /tf  Trajan.  ' 


From  T ]I  r  H I L E  I  have  been  gcnng  round. the  fHft^j^ 
iti^'^c!    W     P^"^  ^f  ^^  province,  a  great  firi?  has  h^ 

856.  '  pcned  in  Nicome£a :  it  has  dsftroyed  many  private 
T«4jAN.  jjQufes^  jmj  ^y^Q  ^f  ^  public  buildings  -,  the  fcnate- 

houfe,  and  the  temple  of  Jfis^  althou^  the  h^  ro^ 
lay  between  them.  It  would  fcarce  have  fprdui.  to 
far,  had  it  not  been  affifted  by  the  violence  pf .  ^^ 
wind,  and  by  the  ftupidity  of  the  people,  who  riia- 
nifeftly  flood  idle,  and  motionlefs  Ipedators,  during 
the  fcene  of  fo  dreadful  a  calamity.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  not  in  the  whole  city,  either  an  en- 
gine to  throw  up  water,  or  a  fingle  -^ciket,  o^ 
other  inftrument  whatever  to  extinguilh  'fire :  but  B^ 
the  immediate  orders,  which  I^  have  gven,  prepai^ 
tions  of  this  fort  will  not  be  wanting  for  the  time  to 
come/  - 

You  will  confider,  Sir,  whether  a  corporatipiDi  x£ 
firemen,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty,  fhoiald 
ilot  be  eftablilhed  in  this  dty.  I  will  take  carci  tjia* 
no  workmen  fhaH  be '  received  into  the  fociety,'  fetj. 
(pept  thofe,  who  are  proper ;  nor  ihall  the  InftitiitiQii 
-i>e  perverted  to  any  other  ufe.  So  ihiall  a  numbo*  of 
men  may  be  kept  under  due  regvijiatipn,;  without  s^i^ 
difficulty.  .^  .      .'^. 


'.  •  '^  •(■* 
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Trajan  to  Pliny^ 

.     •    •    •  .1 

^A^'^'c^ T  Find  you  are  of  opinion,  that  after  the  examples 
^5^.      X  of  feveral  other  cities,  a  corporation  of  firemea 
Tkajan.  j^^^y  jjg  eftablilhed  at  Nicomedia.      But  let  us  re- 
member,  that  thofe  cities,  and  this  particular  pro- 

vinceji 


vince  %  have  been  much  difquieted .  by  fuch  fort  of 
communkiesfi  •  Whatever  nkm^  we  give  thefe  foci- 
ties,  or  from  whatever  cauf?  th?y  ipay  be  inftitiited, 
the  feveral  mehiWs'will  not  fail  toTorm  factious  af- 
femblies,  although  perhaps  thofe  aflemblies  may  not 
be  of  any  long  duration.  It  will  be  more  eligible  tUeie- 
fore,  to  make  all  poflible  preparations  for  extinguilh- 
iiig  fire,  (o  admdnilh  the  owners  of  (he  houfes  to  be 
particularly  careful  in  preventing  fuch  misfortunes,  and 
to  employ  all  the  people,  who  prcfent  themfelves  as 
lped;ators,  whenever, the  occafion  fhall  require  their  . 

aofllftince.  -    * 

> 

OBSERATIONS.      '        ' 

The  firft  fentence  in  the  eighty  fecond  epiftle  lets,uf 
know,  that  Pliny  had  made  a  progrefs  Into  the  provinces 
of  Btthynia  and  Pontus.  That  progrefs  is  now  comple^ted^^ 
axxd  he  is  rehirned  to  Ntcomedhj  where  a  fire  had  happen- 
ed in  the  proconful's  abfence,  fufficiendy  terril^le  tb  make 
him  join  with  the  inhabitants,  in  propofing  every  expedient, 
that  could  be  devifed,  to  prevent,  or  at  leafl  to  mitigate 
all  future  mislbrtunes  of  that  kind.  With  this  view  h6;pro- 
pofes  'to  the  empfxor,  that  *^  a  company  of  firemen^"  f^^^* 
glumfabr&fw^}  Should  be  incprporam  at  Nicotnedia :  and  ho 
enforces  his  proposal  by  alledging,  that  the  inhabitants  had 
been  of  little  of  no  ufe,  in  endeavouring  to  flop  fo  dreaciful  a 
calamity.         ,.      . 

The  ehiperof  rqefts  the  propolkl,  having  obferved,  that 
incorporated  focieties  ^^Hitaria  ^\  laA  beetn  frequently  of 
dangerous  confequence  to  the  ftate.  Under  the  prels^ce  .^f 
meeting  to  confult,  and  fettle  the  affairs  of  their  corpora^ 
tions,'  they  had  opportunities  cf  forming  •  private  deiigns 
againft  the  government,  and  inrurre6lions  had  too  often 
been  the  confequence  of  fuch  aiTemblies.  In  provinces  fo 
diftant,  and  fb  powerful  as  Bithynia^  the  Roman  emperors 
had  great  reafon  to  dread  confederacies  of  every  fort :  and 
Trajan  (eedis  to  think,  that  the  beft  method  oS  punifhing  ''• 

high  treaibn,  is  to  prevent  it. 

'  Btthynia, 

^  The  word  \%  derived  from  *E,rai^%htt,  Familiarltas  et  Concordia 
fodalium  inter  fe^ 

In 
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In  every  anfwer,  which  the  emperor  returns  to  PiiNv's 
epiftles,  h^  ihews  his  ^agaqty  and  his  gpodi^s*.  Whpre 
Pliny's  requeft  is  peribnal,  it  is  certainly  granted/  But  in 
orders  relating  to  the  government  of  the  provinces,  he  fomc- 
times  grants,  and  femetimes  denies  the  requeft. '  ^is  grants  are 
attended  with  a  politenefs,  that  enhances  dieir  value  i^  his 
deoials  are  die  eStSt  of  juftice,  wifilooiy  aodpc^icy*.  ^^    ^ 

EPISTLE     LXXXV. 


<  • 


Pliny  to  TRAtAN* 


From     T^U  R I N  G  the  whole  time,  Sir,  that  MiUi^lMtf i: 

j^w««/w.  X^  your  freedman,  and  one  of  the  officers  of  your 

856.  *  houflipld  '  ftaid  with  n)C>  I  hayc  obfcrvcd  in  hira 

Trajan,  ^czt  iptcgrity^  indulbyy  ^nd  diligence  •,  sl  perfe<5t At-, 

^'      tachmcnt  to  your  particular  affairs ;  and  a.fenwi^js- 

cxadbils  in  difci^ine.    I  moft  willingly  g^V9  ypu'n^! 

tgilimo^y,  in  his  faypur,  and  ^ve  i%  widi  t^t  Bde^Lpy^ 

which  i  Qwe  ito  you. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1  ■  ■        ^ 

It  is  of.  litde  confe^uence  where  this  letter  is  placed,  but 
fhe  furmife  is  allowable,  diat  M'aximus,  who  is  mentioiied 
liy  Pliny  in  die  eighteenth  cpiftle,  had  attended  the  procon* 
fiiHii  his  late  progreli,  and  was  now  returning  to  give  Tr  A-^ 
JAN  an  account  qf  t^e  yf/iatic  provinces  •*,  and  to  particula* 
rize  the  feveral  tranf^6tioi^,  that  had  paiTed,  in  confequence 
of  thofe  orders,  which  Pliny  had  received  from  the  empc- 
•.  Bv  the  cxpreffion,  difciplina  tenacijfimum  expirtusy  **  1 
found  him  moft  ftriSly  exa£t  in  difcipline,**  we  may  prc- 
fume,  that  Maximus  was  a  foldier. 


ror, 


a  Procurator,    See  obfervations  on  epiflle  31.  book  6.  page  84.. 
*  Bithynia  and  Pontus, 
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9 

Pliuy    to    Traja.Wt 

HA  V'l  N  G  required  from  the  dtizcns  of  Bps^ff^     Fpow. 
tium  a  ftatc  of  their  public  cxpeaGiG;3,  I  (J^fenr-  A!*vfp* 
tdj  that  the'  accmmts  ran  very  high.    One  ^cle  ap^     tii^  . 
peared  to  mc^  Sir,  of  tw?dve  thoufand  fefterces  »  dif-  '^*^"^^^- 
burled  annually  t^  an  emhaflEuior,  who  was  lent  to 
pay  homage  to  you  in  their  naiz^  ajxi  to  carry,  wkb 
him  thdir  decree  for  that  purpole.     As  i  never  faQ  tk 
remember  your  general  inftruictions,  I  have  thou^t  ifc 
neceflary  to  flop  the  embal&dor,  and  only  to  fend  the 
decree ;  that  at  the  fame  time,  when  the  expence  was 
faved  to  the  ^public,  their  duty  to  you  might  be 
fully  performed. .  . 

A  tax  of  threi  thoufand  fefterces  *  has  been  al|p 
kvied  upon  that  city,  to  difcharge^  a  cotripl&iefitiK 
embafly,  iieat  ^^m.uajly.to  t;he  gpy^mo^  of  Mosfia.  | 
t^ough^:  it  propier'Jio  ftrike  ofif  i:be  o^^nce  for  ^  ^'*' 
ture. 

'  Permit  me.  Sir,  to  «xpedt  yowr  featiments  by  your 
apfw€X,  in  which  you  wfll  do  ille  die'  honour,  ietthd" 
to  approve ,  of  jpy  meajCur<;s,  cm:  to  extricate  mefronj 
my  error. 

<  ■  ■   ^  #  ■     -  ' 

*^Tbe  -fiiQis  qUAboncd  in  the  ^g^iva]/  duodma  9ukfpifaa0 
toil/ia^rznd  tirnajdllia  \,fifi^«*  the  .great  •fe^nces*  ^^e-undcTr 
iteodj  .uppear  fo  .coofideraUe,*  Uiait  I  have  nqt  ventare4  .in  ^hi| 
place  to  render  them  into  Englifh  ffiOriey,  fufpefUng^that  jpLii^.t 
means  xhRfeftcrtiiy  or  leffer  fefterces. 
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EPISTLE    LXXXVIL 

T  R- A  JAN     ft>     P  i  I  N  Y* 

Ffom Rime.  'KT  O U  have a6ted  perfe6tly  ri^it,  my  ddartft ' 
%^i.^'    JL    cuNDUs,  in  faving  twelve  thoufand  fefterces^ 
Teajak.  paid  by  the  citizens  of  Byzantium  for  an  embaily  of. 
^*    *  homage  to  me.    Their  duty  will  be  fufficiently  per- 
formed, if,  by  your  means  they  only  convey  to. me  a 
decree  of  their  homage  :  and  the  governor  of  MceJU^ 
fimll   be  content  with   an    acknowledgment    frpiti 
Aem,  if  they  offer  it  in  a  much  left  expenfive  man- 
ner. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  eighty  fixth  epiftle  is^  the  only  letter  from  Plinv, 
which  mentions  the  city  of  Byziantium^  now  Cm/lantino-^ 
'  pU.  Pliny  had  proconfiikr  power  over  the  republic  of 
Ae  ByTiantines  I  but  no  hint  can  be  drawn  from  any  of  his 
letters,  that  he  ever  croilcd  the  Tbracian  Bojpborus^  or  reiided 
2tt  Bpkmtium.  On  the  contrary,  the  expreflion  requirenti 
mibi^  &c  feems  to  infer,  that  he  fent  to  the  Byzantines  for 
the  accounts  of  their  annual  expences.       '• 

Byzantium^  in  the  time  of  Const antine  the'  Greaf^ 
became  the  feat  of  the  Hjoman  empire  :  *  but  in  the  time  of 
Trajan,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  city  of  any 
great  confequence.  It  was  tributary,  we  find,  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Mcefia  :  and  although  the  emperor  declares  him- 
felf  willing  to  leflen  Ae  exorbitance  of  the  tribute,  yet  he 
ftill  infifls,  that  an  annual  acknowledgment  ihall  be  con* 
tinued. 


EPISTLE 
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E  P  i  S  t  L  JE    LXXXVIII, 
Pliny    to   Trajan. 

TiEi  E  Pdrtipeian  kw.   Sir,   which  prevails  in  jjj^. 
Bithynia  and  Pontus^  has  not  enjoined  thde,  a'  v.  c! 
who  are  cholen  into  the  fenate  by  the  cenfors,  to  pay  ^j^- 
money  for  their  admiffion.    But  fuch,  who,  by  your    *  Y^**' 
indulgence,  have  been  admitted  in  particular  cities' 
over  and  above  the  limited  number  01  fenators,  have 
each  brought  in  one,  or  two  thoufand  denarii  *•    In 
cbrifequence  of  which  cuftom,  the  proconful  Anicius' 
Maximus  ordered,  tKat  even  thofc,  who  were  eleft- 
ed  by  the  cenfors,  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay  different 
fums  of  money,. more  or.  lefs,  upon  the  occalion.  This 
order  extended  only  to  foniie  few  particular  cities.     It 
is  necellary  therefore,  that  you  fhould  confider,  whe- 
ther for  the  future,  the  perfons,  who  are  i:hofen  fefta- 
tors,  (hall  be  obliged,  throughout  all  the  cities  of 
thefe  provinces,  to  pay  a  certain  affixed  fum  of  rribney' 
for  their  admiffion.     For  certdnly  laws,  which  are  to 
remain  for  ever,  ought  to  be  decreed  by  you,  becaule 
eternity  itfelf  waits  upon  all  your  words  and  adions.  . 

&  Two  thoufand  denarii  are  equal  to  64/.  i  x  1.  8  ^. 
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1.  J  t 

Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IT  is  impoffible  for  me  to  eftabliih  any  general  From  j?««r. 
law,  whether  all  thofe,  who  are  admitted  as  fena-  ^'^'  ^* 
tors  in  the  feveral  cities  of  Bithynia^  ought  to  pay  or  T«Aji^. 
not,  for  the  honour  of  their  admiffion.     I  thinK,  that      7. 
the  fafeft  method,  which  can  be  purfued,  is  to  follow 
the  particular  laws  of  each  city  :   and  it  is  alfo  my 
Vol.  IL  D  d  opinion; 
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opinion,  that  fuch,  who  are  chofen  fenators  agdnil 
their  inclination,  ought,  upon  that  a€cx)unt,   to  be 

taxed  in  a  lefs  proportion  thajn  others. 

, »        .  •      .  .       . 

OBSERVATION& 

-  The  two  precedii^g  epiftles  give  us  an  infight  into  the 
ftatc  of  the  minor  finatus  in  Bithynia  and  PontiiSi  -  PtiNY 
begins  his  letter  hy  (aying,  ''  that  the  Pompeiaa  law,  ivhiclL 
^  was  prevalent  in  thofe  two  provinces,  did.  not  require 
^'  the  feveral  fenators,  who  were  elected  by  the  cenlbrs  La 
<<  the  free  towns,  to  pay  ^  fum  of  mooev  for  their  adouf- 
^*  fion  into  the  fenate."  He  expreiTes  ninifelf  thus.  Lex 
Pompeia^  domine^  qua  Bithpn  it  Pmtici  utuntur^  eoSj  qui  in 
Sukn  a  cenforibus  kguntur^  dare  pecuniam  non  jubet.  The 
word  Bule  •  fignifies  the  fenate^  or  council  of  ten^  who  were 
called  eivitatum  patres  curialesj  or  Jecuriones  muntdpales  K 
They  were  alfo  called  j&^ff^^nV  mumdpiorumfenatoreSf  They 
were  eleded.almoft  with  the  iainexeremQny  as  the  fenators 
oi  Rami.  The  ele£Uon  was  made  on  the  calends  of  March. 
The  income,  which  entitled  them  to  this  honour,  was  to 
s^noimt  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  five  pounds  a  year  ^  :  and 
except  where  the  Pompeian  law  prevailed,  each  d^urion, 
when  chofen,  was  to  pay  a.  tribute  to  the  whole  body,  which 
was  equally  divided  among  them  all.  Their  court  was  called 
€UKia  Jecurionuniy  and  minor  fenatus. 

The  next  ftntence  flievirs,  that  the  emperor,  when  he 
thought  propers  could  augment  their  number ;  fo  that  the 
court  fometimes  confifted  of  more  than  ten,  quos  indulgentia 
tua  quibufdam  civitatibus  fuper  legitimum  numerum  adjicere 
permtfit :  '^  Your  indulgence  hsis  admitted  iqme.fenators  to 
*^  be  elefled,  above  the  ftated  and  legitimate  number.^' 

Eos  etiam  qui  a  cenforibus  Ugerentur :  ^S  Even  thofe,  who 
**  were  chofen  fenators  by  the  cenfors."    From  hence  we 

i  Tt  is  a  Greek  word,  B»Xii,  ordo  fenaiorius^  whidt  Fliny  ieenis 
to  have  latiniied.  He  makes  \x(o  of  it  in  the  77th  eptfUe  kli 
this  book»  where  he  fays,  Buteetecclefiaeonfentieni:,.^*  The  fe- 
*[  nate  and  the  body  of  the  peo]p^e  giving. thejr  cqnifiH.''  *  In  tli^ 
S8th  epiflle  he  calls  the  fenacors  Suleta^. 

b  See  obfervations  on  ep.  8.  bodlc  i .  page  32. 
-  ^  The  cenfoti  kept  an  exafl  regifter  .of  the  name.anid  eftate  of 
every. pcrfon.  «   ..  ■      ♦ 

learn. 
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I^rri)  that  in  the  proconTular  provinces  rthefenators  hsAi- 
powef  d  chufing  the  decuriones  municipals.  It  does  ^not  ap-»' 
pear  from  this  epiftle,  whether  they  phofe  thp  whole  number^ 
or  ohfy  fuch  as  were  fupernumerary.  By  th^  words  eos  etiam^ 
we  itiskj  prefume,  that  their  choice  was  abfolutely  cbniuiea 
to  the  fupernumerary  members  of  the  bule^  or  minor  fgnaius! 
TitAjAN*s  aiifwer  to  Pliny  fiilly  informs  us,  that^il^o 
decuriones^  or  buleta^  were  fometimcs  defied,  againft  tfe& 
will :  inviti  fiunt  decuriones.  This  hardfhip,  (for  fuch^the 
emperor  feems  to  think  k,)  w?is  probably  occasioned  by  die 
income. of  their  eikite,  which,  if  it  amounted  to  the  fuofif 
requifite  for  the  fenatprial  dignity,  might  involve  them  iu 
honours,  that  they  wifihed  to  avoidi  .Trajan,  defirous  tfT 
alleviate  their  fituation,  infifts,  that  the  proicoriful  «  fliall  hot 
demand  fo  high  a  taxation  from  them',  as  from  any  othef  ft- 
nators«  -     - 


I       f   .    m 


a  The  proportion  of  this  tax  fcems  to  have  been  entirely  inxbi 
poxVcr  of. the  proconfal.  An^cius  Maximus,:  Plikv's  prede^ 
cefTor,  fettled  it  as  he  pleafed  ;  and  Trajan,  inep.  89,  aeiireK 
Plinv  to  leflcn  the  taxation  of  thofc*,  whx>  vi^cit  fenatori  by  d<Sihf-| 
pofilion:..  '  '»"* 


.  > 
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•     *  -  ..... 

'  "  •        . .     .         ■     » •  ■   - 

Pliny  /e?  Trajan* 

*         -  f 

IT  is  enaftcd  by  the  Pompeian  law,  which  is  in     prom 
force  among  th*  Bi^hynians^  that'  no  perfon  fhall  ^f^ot^''* 
enter  into  any  m^iftracy,  or  become  a  lenator,  till     '856. 
he  has  attained  thirty  years  of  age.     The  fame  1^  l^Aj*ir» 
ordains.,  that  thofe^  who  have  afted  as  nia^ftrates^  '    ^' 
may  bocome  membtars  of  the  fenato. 

Augustus  afterwards  publiftied  an  edidt,  by  which 
perfons,  at  the  age '.  of  two  aiid  twenty^  wem  capabk 
of  enjoying  the  lower; degrees  dfmagiftracyv      .  ^  --- 

The  quellion  tfadrcfore  arifing  f rons  hence  isi  whet 
ther  ally  perfon^'  who,  linder  tiie  a^e  of  thilty;^  has 
enjoyed  the  ma^ftracy,  may  be  chofen  by  the  cenfors 
into  the  fenate  ?  And  if  he  can,  whether,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  conftrudtion  of  that  law,  the  per- 

D  d  2  ions. 
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Ibm,  who  have  not  been  magiftrates,  niay  be  defied' 
fenators  at  the  fame  age,  that  they  n>ight  haVe  been 
iittgiftratcs  f  This,  method  is  faid  to  have  been  prac- 
tfftd,  and  as  yet  to  have  been  thought  nece0ajy,"be-. 
Caufe  it  is  much  more  eligible  to  eledt  the  cHUcfren  of 
peHbns  of  high  rank  into  the  fenate,  rather  tHaii  the 
children  of  plebeians. 

:  When  the  cehfors  were  fent  to  afk  my  fentaments 
upon  thefe  points,  I  faid,  I  .-was  of  opinion,  that 
both  by  the  edift  of  Augustus,  andbytKcPom- 
pcian  law,  the  perfons,.who  had  been  magiftj-ates  un- 
der the  age  of  thirty,  might  be  chofen  fenat6r$ ;  Au- 
gustus having  permitted  the  enjpyment  of  the  liaa- 
giftracy  under  the  age  of  thirty,  and  the  Pompeian 
law  having  allowed  thofe,  who  had  enjoyed  the  magi- 
ftraqr,  to  be  elefted  into  the  fenate.  But  I  was  a$  yet 
at  a  lofs,  in  what  riianner  to  give  my  determination,  as 
to  thofeperfons,  whp  had  attained  the  agc;of  niagiftracy, 
but  who  had  not  been  magiftrates.  This  delay.  Sir, 
occafions  me  to  enquire  your  opinion  upon  the  points. 
I  fend  to  you  the  hea^s  of  the  Pompeian  law,  and 
the  edidl  of  Augustus,  fubjoined  to  this  letter. 

EPISTLE     XCL 

*    •   ■ 

T  R  A  J  A  N   /^   P  L  I  N  y, 

TjomR^me.  T  Agree  with  you  entirely,  my  deareft  Secundus, 
^856.^'  X  *^^  ^^  Pompeian  law  is  repealed  by  the  edift  of 
TA AjAN,  Augustus,  which  having  allowed  perfons  to  enjoy  the 
^'       ih^;iftracy  at  two  and  twenty  years  of  age,  has  given 
th^m  a  right,  after  being  magiftrates,  to  become  fe- 
nators in  any  .city :  but  I  cannot  think,  that  thofe 
perfons,  who  have  hot  been  magiftrates,  and  are  un- 
der thirty  yeara  of  agp,  are  legally  entitled  to  be  fena- 
tors in  any  place  whatever. 


OBSEIU 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The  two  preceding  epiftles  point  out  fome  particulars  of 
the  Pompeian  law,  which  was  in  force  in  Bithynia ;  and  they 
ipecify  the  edift  of  Augustus,  in  emendation  or  alteration 
of  thofe  particulars.  Trajan  gives  his  opinion,  that  the 
perfons,  who  have  not  gone  through  the  feveral  offices  of 
magiftracy  in  their  refpedtive  cities,  cannot  be  entitled  to  th^ 
benefit  alfowed  by  Augustus,  who  decreed,  that,,  at'the  * 
age  4f  two  and  twenty,  the  duties  of  the  magiftracy  miriit 
be  undertaken  by  any  of  the  provincials,  who  were  qudi- 
fied  for  offices  of  that  kind  :  and  as  foon  as  thofe  duties  had 
been  fully  and  properly  executed,  each  perfon,*  who  had 
performed  them,  might  rife  immediately  from  the  magiftracy 
to  the  fenate,  although  he  were  not,  as  the  law  of  PompeV 
required,  thirty  years  of  age. 

EPISTLE    XCII. 

PLiNy    ^    Trajan, 

TH£  Pompeian  law.  Sir,  permits  the  Bithynu     From 
ans  t6  give  the  rights  of  citizenfhip  to  any  per-  ^^^^' 
fons  they  pleafe,  on  condition  that  they  are  not  aliens,      856. 
but  natives  of  one  of  the  cities  in  Biibynia,     By  the  Teajah. 
fame  law  are  eftablifhed  the  feveral  caufes,  for  which       ^* 
the  cenfors  may  expel  any  of  the  fcnators  :  but  the 
law  makes  no  mentiop  of  foreigners.     From  thence 
fome  of  the  cenfors  have  thought  proper  to  confult 
me,  whether  they  are  authprilea  to  expel  a  foreigner. 
It  appeared  to  me  abfolutely  neceffary  tp  know  your 
diredions,  ^d  %o  receive  your  commands  ^pon  thi$ 
point :  becaufe  the  lai^^  althoi^  it  has  forbidden  an 
alien  to  be  elefted  into  the  fenate,  yet  it  has  not  pro- 
hibited him  from  being  degraded,     Befides,  many 
perfons  affirnied  to  me,  that  in  every  cjtjr  in  thfe  pro^ 
vince,  a  great  number  of  the  fenators  are  foreigners  ; 
and  confcquently,   that  if.  this  branch'  pf  the  Uy( 
ihould  be  revived,    (as.  by  cqpimon  conlfcat  ithas 
:i  Dd3  lon^ 
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l6ng  .fince  become  obfoletc)  many  cities,  and  many 
private  families  muft  be  injured  by  it.  To  this  letter 
I  fubjoin  the  chjef  heads  of  that  law. 

fX  ■  ■ 

I 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E    XCIII. 

Trajan  to  Pliny. 

^A 'VT'  \^  ^  ^  ^^^  ri^tly  poftponed  your  anfwcr,  my 
856.  *    X     deareft  Secundus,  to  the  doubts  exprcfled  by 

TuAjAN.  ^g  cenfors,  whedier  they  might  elefl:  into  the  fenatc, 
perfons  who  were  freemen  in  diflferent  ddes,^  but  in 
the  fame  province.  For  the  authority  of  the  law 
itfelf,  and  uie  long  continuance  of  cuftom  againil  that 
law,  were  fufficient  motives  for  m  uncertainty  in  your 
opinion.  The  moft  moderate  maxim,  that  I  think 
can  be  followed,  is  not  to  make  any  innovation  in 
the  eftablifhment,  that  has  been  already  fixed.  Let 
thofe  remain,  who  have  hitherto  been  chofen  fenators, 
although  they  wgre  illegally  elefted,  and  are  free-^ 
men  of  other  cities.  Byt  for  the  future,  let  the 
Pompcian  law  be  obferved,  although  at  prefent  a 
yetrolped  to  that  law  muft  neceffarily  occafion  very 
■   gre^t  gonfufion. 

Observations. 

■  .    ■     ■        . 

The  pow^r  of  the  cenfors  muft  have  been  much  cncreafed 
fmce  their  firft  eftablifliment.  .  They  were  created  in  the 
year  of  Rome  three  hundred  and  eleven,  under  the  confuUhip 
of  M.  GfiGANius  Macrinus,  and  T.  Quinctius  Ca- 
PiTOLiNUs.  They  feem  at  firft  to  have  been  intended 
only  as  coadjutors  to  t^ecoli&ls.  Confules  nan  fnere  tcf 
ferendis  onerwus  pares.  Itaque  cum  inter mijfa  diu  cenfio  effete 
caufa  exortu^  difiderqndi  novi  magtftratusj  et  fenatu  imprimis 
edniieiae  creati  cenfons :  **  The  confuls,  fays  LiPi^lus,  were 
^<  not,  able:  to  ^uftain  fo  many  burdens.  And  as  the  public 
<^  valuation,  of  the  Sfiman  eftates  had  been  omitted  for  a 
f*  long  time,  the  negled  gav^  fufficient  occafion  to  defirc 
f^  theeftabUmmant  of  t  new  magiftracy  for  that  purpofe  : 
y  '  ■  .  ^  "and 
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**  and  at  the  inftigatlon  of  the  fenatc,  the  cenfors  were  cre- 
*'  ated."  They  were  two  in  number  5  both  Patricians  ; 
but  nothing  tended  fo  effeftually  towards  the  immediate  en- 
creafe  of  their  authority,  as  the  original  inftitution  of  pof- 
feifing  the  ccnforfhip  during  five  years.  ' 

All  authors,  who  treat  of  this  magiftracy,  fecm  to  agrecji 
that  the  cenfors  had  the  power  to  expel  any  fenator,  whofe     '  4 
morals  and  conduct  appeared  to  them  unworthy  of  the  dig- 
nity, which  he  enjoyed. 

LiPsius  adds,  fenatu  ejicere^  equum  adtmerey  tribu  mover i^ 
strarios  facere  potiurunt :  **  They  could  expel  the  fenators  : 
*^  they  could  take  horfes  from  the  Icnlghts  :  they  could  re- 
*'  move  the  citizens  from  their  feveral  tribes,  and  diveft 
*'  them  of  their  privileges."  From  Pliny's  epiftle  it  ap- 
pears, that  by  the  Pompeian  law,  the  cenforial  power  in 
the  provinces  of  Bithynia  and  Pontus  was  equally,  great  as  at  • 

Rome:  and  that  power,  we  find,  was  again  conhrmed  by 
Trajan. 

EPISTLE    XCIV. 
Pliny   to   Trajan. 

MY  wilhes  are.   Sir,  that  you  may  pafe  this     From 
birth-day,  and  very  many  others,  in  the  ut-  ^^^^^q] 
moft  felicity  ;    the  glory  of  your  virtues,  ever  en-      856. 
creafing  with  their  praife  ;   your  health  perfeftly  efta-  '^^^J^*'-' 
blifhed,  and  your  valour  attended  by  a  fucceflion  of       ^' 
noble  exploits. 

EPISTLE    XCV. 
Trajan   to  Pliny. 

I  Acknowledge  your  wifties,  my  deareft  Secundus,  vrcmnme. 
by  which  you  hope,  that  I  may  pais  many  birth-  ^-3^^  ^' 
days  in  that  high  de^e  of  happinefs,  which  the  Trajan. 
flourifhing  ftate  of  the  confuno^wealth  muft  ocQafion.       7. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

TTic  q>iftle  from  Pliny  to  Trajan  mav  be  dated  with 
great  exa^dls.  It  was  written  on  the  ei^teenth  of  Sep- 
tember. 

This  is  the  Tecond  annivcriary  of  Trajan's  birth,  that 
was  celebrated  l:^  Pliny  in  Bitbpua.  He  arrived  in  die 
province  *  on  the  fcventeenth  of  September  in  the  bft  year, 
and  thought  the  &tigue  c^  the  journey  fufficiently  reccnn- 
penfed  by  an  arrival,  which  allowed  mm  to  make  the  firft 
aA  of  his  proconfular  government,  the  cdebndon  of  T&  a-» 
jan*s  birth-day • 

^Seeepiftle  18. 

EPISTLE    XCVL 
PtiNY  to  Trajan. 

riom     A^ABIUS  BASSUS,  Sir,  is  praefeftupon  the 

Al^r'c!  Vjr  coaft  of  Pontica.    He  is  a  man  of  great  inte- 

856.      grity,  probity  and  induftry,  and  among  all  thofe  qua- 

T.AjAN.  ijgcations,  I  have  found  him  perfe6Uy  devoted  to  mc. 

I  cannot  therefore  avoid  exerting  all  the  power  and  in- 

tereft,  which  I  may  have  with  you  in  his  favour,  but 

they  are  exerted  with  that  fidelity,  which  is  due  from 

me  towards  you. 

I  have  oblerved,  that  his  (kill  in  military  affairs  has 
taken  rife  from  his  having  been  an  officer  in  your 
army :  fo  that  to  your  own  difcipline  he  owes  the 
merit  of  deferving  your  diftindlioil.  The  foldiers, 
and  the  lower  claffes  of  people  within  my  jurifdidtion, 
having  often  experienced  his  humanity  and  juftice 
ihewed  themfelves  emulovfly  impatient  to  give  their 
teftimonies,  both  publiply  and  privately,  of  his  vir- 
tues. Thefe  are  particulars,  wnich  I  recommend  to 
your  notice,  with  that  fidcKtyJ  which  is  due  from  me 
to  you. 

QBSER- 
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This  is  the  fecond  recommendatory  letter  in  favour  of 
Gabius  Bassus.  Pliny,  during  his  ftay  in  Pontus^  had 
received  many  inftances  of  perfonal  civility,  and  particular 
devotion  from  Bassus. 

In  looking  back  to  the  forty  fourth  epiftle  of  this  book,  we 
(hall  findy  that  the  praefe£t  of  Pmtica  had  behaved  himfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as^  to  deferve  the  recommendation  and 
cfteem  of  Pliny,  upon  their  firft  interview  andconverfatiou 
together  at  Nicomedia. 

In  that  epiftle,  fpeaking  of  Bassus,  our  author  fays;j 
Quantum  perfpicere  potuiy  vir  egregtus,  et  indulgentia  tua  dig-' 
nus .'  '*  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  difcern,  he  is  a  moft  worthy 
*'  man,  highly  deferving  of  your  favour."  The  words^ 
quantum  perfpicere  poffum^  imply  a  modefl  tiiffidence  of  him* 
felf.  He  is  cautious  of  putting  too  great  a  reliance  upon 
his  own  judgement  and  intuition. 

The  emperor,  in  the  anfwer  to  that  letter,  takes  little  or 
no  notice  of  Pliny's  recommendation,  and  rather  gives  a 
(diftant  hint  in  disfavour  of  Bassus,  than  otherwife.  Tht 
expreffion,  which  allows  fuch  a  furmife,  runs  thus  :  Mtdtum 
tnterefi^  repofcat^  an  homines  imperare  latius  velint :  '•  It  is  of 
f  *  great  confequence  to  confider,  whether  the  aflFairs  of  th^ 
f'  province,  or  the  ambition  of  particular  perfons,  require  a 
*•  larger  extent  of  power."  Pliny,  probably  alarmed  at  anjr 
jealoufy  or  fufpicion,  which  Trajan  might  have  conceived 
againfl  Bassus,  takes  care  to  enforce  and  flrengthen  that 
charafter,  which  he  had  formerly  given  of  him  ;  and  there- 
fore, no  longer  writing  in  a  flyle  of  diffidence,  he  begins 
his  epifUe  by  afTuring  the  emperor,  that  Bassus  is  a  man  of 
exceeding  honefty  and  uprightnefs,  and  of  no  le(s  application 
and  indufhy.  To  thefe  charafleriflics  he  adds  the  concur- 
rent teflimonies  of  thofe  foldlers  and  people,  who,  before 
Pliny's  arrival  in  Biibynia  and  Pontus^y  had  enjoyed  great 
happinefs,  arifing  from  the  humanity  and  juftice  of  their 
prxfeft  \  Gabius  Bassus. 

^  It  may  be  prefuxned,  that  in  the  abfence  of  the  proconfuf,  or 
a  legate  with  proconfQlar  power,  this  prsfed  had  the  fuperior 
command  in  thofe  provinces. 

^  See  the  obfervations  on  epidle  7.  page  336.  and  on  epiftle  zc. 
page  361. 

^  EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE     XCVII. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 

From  T  T  is,  Sir,  a  rule,  which  I  prefcribe  to  myfelf*  to 
a!' u!^c!  ^  confult  you  upon  all  difficult  occafions.  For  who 
856.  can  better  direft  my  doubts,  or  inftruft  my  igno- 
'^*.^^^^-  fancc  ?  I  have  never  been  prefent  at  the  refblutions 
taken  concerning  the  Chriftians :  therefore  I  know 
not  for  what  caufes,  or  how  far  they  may  be  obje6bs 
of  punifhment ;  or  to  what  degree  our  complaints 
may  be  carried  on  againft  them.  Nor  have  I  hefi- 
tat^  a  little  in  confidering,  whether  the  difierence  <^ 
ages  (hould  not  make  fome  variatk)n  in  our  proce- 
dures, or  whether  the  weaker,  and  the  more  robuft, 
fliould  be  equally  punifhed.  Are  thofe,  who  repent, 
to  be  pardoned  ?  Or  is  it  to  no  pufpofe  to  renounce 
Chriftianity,  after  having  once  profefled  it  ?  Muft 
they  be  punilhed  for  the  name,  although  otherwife 
innocent  r  Or  is  the  name  itfelf  fo  flagitious,  as  to 
be  punifhable  ?  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  purliied 
this  method  with  thofe  Chriftians,  who,  as  fuch, 
have  been  brought  before  me.  I  have  afked  them, 
if  they  were  Chriftians,  and  to  thofe,  who  have  a- 
yowed  the  profeflion,  I  have  put  the  fame  queftion  a 
fecond  and  a  third  time,  and  have  enforced  it  by 
threats  of  punifhment.  When  they  have  perfevered, 
I  have  put  my  threats  into  execution.  For  I  did 
not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  that  whatever  their  confeffion 
might  be,  their  audacious  behaviour,  and  immovc-^ 
able  obftinacy,  required  abfolute  punifhment.  Some, 
who  were  infefted  with  the  fame  kind  of  madnels, 
buf  were  Roman  citizens,  have  been  referved  by  me 
to  be  icnt  to  Rome. 

•    Soon  afterwards  the  crime,  as  it  often  happem,  by 
being  purfued,  became  more  diffufive,  and  a  variety 
of  matters  of  fafl:  were  fpecified  to  me.    An  infor- 
mation 
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mation  without  a  name  was  put  into  my  hands,  con* 
taining  a  lift  of  many  perfons,  who  deny,  that  they 
are,  aj:  ever  were  Chi-iftians ;  for^  repeating  the  forn> 
pf  imyocation  after  ine,  they  qallcd  upon  the  gods, 
and  ofitred  incenie»  and  made  libations  to  your 
imag^  which,  upon  this  occafion,  I  had  ordered  to 
be  brought  put  with  the  ftatues  of  our  deities :  and 
they  uttered  imprecations  againft  Christ,  to  which 
no  tru?  ^hriftian,  as  they  affirm,  can  be  compelled 
by  any  punifhment  whatever.  I  thought  it  bed  there- 
fore to  rekafe  them. 

Others  of  them^  who  were  named  to  me  by  an  in* 
former,  have  faid,  that  they  were  Chriftians,  and 
have  immediately  afterwards  denied  it,  by  confefling, 
that  they  had  bepq  of  that  perfuafion,  but  had  now 
entirely  renounced  the  error ;  fome  three  years ;  fome 
more ;  and  fome  even  above  twenty  years.  All  thefe 
worftupped  your  image,  and  the  images  of  the  gods  5 
and  they  even  vented  imprecations  againft  Christ  : 
they  affirmed,  that  the  fum  total  of  their  fault,  or 
of  their  error,  coniifted  in  aflembling  upon  a  certain 
ftated  day  before  it  was  light,  to  fing  alternately  a- 
mong  themfelves  hymns  to  Christ,  as  to  a  God; 
binding  themfelves  by  oath,  not  to  be  guilty  of  any 
wickednefs  *,  not  to  fteal,  nor  to  rob ;  not  to  com- 
mit adultery,  nor  break  their  faith  when  plighted; 
nor  to  deny  the  depofites  in  their  hands,  whenever 
called  upon  to  reftore  them.  Thefe  ceremonies  per- 
formed, they  ufually  departed,  and  came  together 
again  to  take  a  tepaft,  the  meat  of  which  was  in- 
pocent,  and  eaten  promifcu6ufly :  but  they  had  de- 
jifted  from  this  cuftpm  fince  my  edift,  wherein,  by 
your  commands,  I  had  prohibited  all  public  aflem- 
bljes. 

From  thefe  circumftances,  I  thought  it  more  ne-? 
(cefTary  to  try  to  gain  the  truth  even  by  torture,  from 
two  women,  who  were  faid  to  officiate  at  their  Wor-f 
(hip.    Bvit  I  CQiild  difcover  only  an  obftinate  kind  of 

fuper^ 
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fuperftition,  carried  to  great  excefs.  And  there^ 
fore  poftponing  any  refblution  of  my  own,  I .  have 
waited  the  reftdt  of  your  judgement.  To  me  "an  af- 
fair of  this  fort  feems  worthy  of  your  confideratK>n, 
principally  from  the  multitude  involved  in  the  dim-; 
ger.  For  many  perfbns  of  all  ages,  of  all  d^^rees, 
and  of  both  fexes,  are  already,-  and  will  be  conrantly 
brought  into  danger  by*  thde  accuiations.  Nor  is 
this  Uiperflitious  contagion  confined  only  to  the  d- 
Oes,  it  fpreads  itfelf  through  the  villase^  and  the 
country.  As  yet,  I  think  it  may  be  Sopped  and 
correfted.  It  is  very  certain,  that  the  teniples9 
which  were  almoft  deferted,  now  b^n  to  fill  again  ; 
and  the  facred  rites,  which  have  been  a  long  time 
neglefted,  are  a^in  performed.  The  vi£Hms,  which 
himerto  had  tew  purchaiers,  are  now  fold. every 
where.  From  hence  we  may  eafily  infer^  what  num- 
bers of  ipeople  might  be  reclaimed,  if  there  was  a 
proper  allowance  made  for  repentance. 

EPISTLE    XCVIIL 
Trajan  to  Pliny. 

Frpm Kmit.  XT'  ^ U  havc  cxadUy  purfued  the  method,  which 
^*8^6  ^'     X    y^"  owght,  my  Secxtndus,  in  examining  the 
TuAjAN.  fcvcral  caules  of  thofe  perlbns,  who,  as  Chriinans, 
7-       were  brought  before  you.    For  in  an  affair  of  this 
ccneral  nature,  it  is  impofTible  to  lay  down  any  fettled 
form.     The  Chriftians  need  not  be  fought  after.     If 
they  are  brought  into  your  prcfcnce  and  convifted, 
they  muft  be  punilhed ;  but  with  this  refervation, 
that  if  any  one  of  them  has  denied  himlelf  to  be  a 
Chriftian,  and  makes  his  aflcrtion  manifeft,  by  an  in- 
vocation to  our  gods,  although  he  may  have  been 
fulpcfted  before,  his  repentance  mufl  entitle  him  to 
a  pardon.    But  anonymous  informations  ought  not 
to  have  the  leaft  weight  againfl  any  crime  whatever; 

They 
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They  would  not  only  be  of  dangerous  confequenCe, 
but  are  ahfolutely  againft  the  maxim  of  my  go- 
vermneht  - 

;        GBSE^IVATIGNS. 

t  t  .  _  i 

Ti^c  letter  from  Pliny  to  Trajan  'is  mention^,  by. 
moft  author$)  who  have  written  hlftorically  of  the  Chriftian' 
Church.  It  is  an  antienf  and  undoubted  record  of  that  ex- 
cellent J^ftem  of  moralsi,  which  the  primitive  Chriftians 
bound  tnemfdves  by  oath  to  obferve :  Morals,  that  tended^ 
to  the  good  of  fociety  in  general,  and  to  the  happinefs  of 
every  particular  ftate.  The  Chriftians  were  at  this  time  be-* 
come  ye^  numerous.  They  had  undergone  a  fevere  perfe« 
cution  jin.  the  beginning  of  Trajan's  reim,  and  Pliny 
judiciouily  remarks,  that  perfecutions  tend  ramer  to  encreafe^ 
than:  to  oeftroy  the  obje£b,  which  they  purfue  ^  From 
hence  he  takes  occafion,  at  the  concluiion  of  his  epiftle,  to 
hint  to  the  emperor,  that  in  all  probability,  lels  fevere  me-, 
thods  than  had  hitherto  bten  praaifed,  might  give  room  for 
repentance,  and  might  encourage  the  Chriftians  to  return  to 
the  worihip  of  thp  gods. 

Some  parts  of  Pliny's  letter  require  a  particular  expla- 
nation. Cum  fraeimte  me^  decs  appettarent^  et  imagini  tua 
thure  ac  vino  fuppKcannt :  **  They  performed  the  holy  ce- 
^^  remonies  after  me,  by  invoking  the  gods^  and  offering 
*^  wine  and  incenfe  at  your  ftatue.  The  expreffion,  pra^ 
iunte  me  J  fignifies,  that  Pliny  began,  and  repeated  the  ce- 
remony of  invocation  i  and. he  was  followed  in  the  repeti- 
tion, oy  die  perfpns,  who  had  been  accufed  as  Chriftians. 
Pliny  adled,  in  his  facerdotal  chara^r,  a^  augur  ^  upon 
this  occafion.  He  performed  the  iacred  rites  in  perfon,  be- 
ing refolved  to  encreafe  the  folemnity,  by  his  own  appear-- 
ance  aiid  example. 

» 

^  Mox  ip/o  troBatu^  ut  fitri  filet ^  diffundente  fi  crimne^  plurts 
Jpeciesincidirunt. 

^  Pliny,  in  the  fifteenth  epiftle  of  this  book,  entreats  the  em<r 
peror  to  honotir  him  with  the  office  of  augur,  or  of  feptemvir : 
and  in  the  eighth  epiftle  of  the  fourth  book,  he  tells  Arria^us, 
that,  according  to  his  wishes,  he  has  fuccecded  his  late  friend, 
Julius  Front inus,  in  the  augurifhip. 

Secundufn 
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.  Sicwtdum  nmndaUr  tua  behrias  iffi  ^imtunam  i  <<  Acmntf^ 
*^  ing  to  your  ppjpmancls,  I  have  forbiddcAidtpiiblicineelir 
*'  ings.^'  The  heterite^  as  has  been  already  obferved -j^  were 
particularly  difagreeable  to  Trajan  :  he  looked  upon  ^em 
as  dangerous  to  the  ftate.  The.  afltmblies  .of  the  Chriftians 
went  under  this  denomination.'  Yh^  aflbciated  privately 
in  large  numbers^  and  even  before  day  light.  They  bound 
themfelves  to  the  performance  of  their  fldty  fey  an  oim.  Tlieir 
liieedngs  were  Conftant  and  fecret,  and  mufl:  have'a|^peauied' 
fuflSdently  myfterious  to  alarm  die  Rmatt  eoVemmeitt :  at 
lead:  we  caimot  avoiU  wilhin^  for  feme  platmbfe  excufb,  to' 
palliate  a  moft  barbarous  a^on,  diat  appears  in-  th^  next 
paragraph. 

Necijfarium  crediS  ex  duabus  ancillirj  quatmniflra  dke^ 
iantuTj  quid  ejjit  vert  etiam  per  torme^a  juariire' :  *^  T 
*'  thought  it  nccefiaty  to  gain  the  truth,  even  by  (fitting  to* 
**  the  torture  twd  women,  who  Wtre  faid  to  bear  «  part  in* 
•*  thdr  ceremonfcs:^'  This  experiment  feeim'tb  haVe  been* 
the  very  height  of  inhumanity  :'tlfe  ftx,  and  Ae  -l9#  con- 
dition of  thefe  bond-^women,  forfuch  is  die  fignilicatSoA  of 
ancilla^  ought  to  have  defended  diem  ffom  infults',  and  pu^' 
hifhments  of  every  kind.  Let  us  ttoft  cairy  on  this  Sioughf 
any  farther,  Jeft  we  recolleft  inftancc**,  where  ChiiiKair  zeal 
has  outdone  pagan  cruelty,  and  whfcfe  Chriffian  prieft§  have 
appeared  more  lilcc  the  blood-hoiinds  of  hell,  thai!  tfee  ftr- 
vants,  or  ambafladors  of  the  Prinjceof  peace. 

The  minifir^  here  mentidilcd  ai-e  generally  diou^t  to  have 
been  deaconefles^,  of  whom  the  following  accoun't  will  be  a 
fufficient  explariatiop."  *«  TheTapofHts,  as  they  ordained 
*^  deacons  to  ailtff  the  bifhops  ^d  prieftt  at  diriA^  fervice^ 
♦«  fo  they  likewife  (et  up  the  oflfJce  of  deaconeflesv-  vrtio^ 
•*  notwithftanding  they  had  no  clerical  ordination.  Were 
**  called  deaconeffes,  upon  account  of  the  fervicitt'  they 
^  performed.  Widows  were  commonly  pitched- upon  for 
•'  this  purpofe;  and  in  the  firft  ages  of  ChriftianSy,  thejr 
*'  were  not  taken  into  this  office  till  fixty  years  old.  The 
*'  words  of  St.  Paul  **,  Let  not  a  wid§w  be  taken  into  the 
*'  number^  under  three/core  years  oldy  are  fuppofed  to  rdate  to. 
•*  thefe  deaconeiles  *." 

•  See  obfervadons  on  epiflle  84.  p.  413* 
^  I  Timothy,  chap.  v.  "vtxit  9.         . 

*  Age  might  have  pleaded  in  defence  of  thV  unhappy  andll^e^ 
bat  no  circamllance  was  ftiffidently  llvoRg  to  fteih  the  torrent  of 
ireligion.  Not* 
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Notwithftanding  the  deteftation  of  Chriftianity,  which 
PiiNY  cxpreflea  iitthis  epiftle  **,  the  legendary  authors  have 
diou^t  it  worth  their  pains  to  convert  him  foon  afterwarda 
hf  a.  mliacle.  The  ftory  needs  no  odier  confutation,  than. 
to  be  related.  "  PIiny  tfie  younger  returning  from  his 
*'  province  of  Bithynia^  landed  in  Cr^^^,  where  the  empe- 
^^  ror  had  commanded  him  to  ere£i  a  temple  to  Jupiter. 
•'  When  the  temple  was  compleated,  St.  Titus  curfed  it, 
*'  and  the  building  immediately  tumbled  to  the  ground. 
^^  Pliny,  aftoniihed  at  the  fight,  applied  with  tears  to  St. 
•'  Titus,  for  his  counfel  andafliftance:  the  faint  ordered 
^^  him  to  begin  it  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  the  Chriftians : 
**  he  did  fo,  and  having  finifhed  it,  was  himfelf,  together 
<^  with  HIS  SON,  baptifeS  «.'* 

In  TRAjAN*s.anfwcr  %  nothing  can  more  redound  to  his 
honour,  dian  his  gofitive  commands  to  Pliny,  not  to  re- 
ceive informations  without  a  name,  nor  give  the  leaft  en- 
couragement to  informers.  *'  Such  a  procedure,  fays  he, 
*'  niuft  be  of  pernicious  confequence,  and  particularly  un-* 
<<  becoming  the  candour  and  juftice^  of  my  reign.'^ 

Conquer endi  n9n  Jmt :  **  The  Chriftians  need  not  offici** 
oufly  be  fought  alter.*'  This  order  is  in  the  ftyk  of  com-. 
paffion  and  good  nature.  It  almoft  makes  us  imagine,  that 
the  emperor  was,  in  fome  meafure,  repentant  of  his  former 
perfecutions.  The  legendary  writers,  in  gratitude  probably 
for  this  inftance  of  mildnefs,  after  having  fent  Trajan's 
foul  to  helU  haire  jgsneroufly  delivered  it  from  thenQir,  by 
the  prayers  of  St;  Gregory  the  gr^t. 

.  *  He  calls  it  amentia^  fuperfiiH^  prcha  et  immodica :  and  the 
proppTal,  which  h^  Quakes  to  the  empefor,  to- give  room  to  tire 
ChriiliaQs  for  repentance,  feems  rathei  anafl.  of  policy,  than  of 
good  nature. .  .  ;       =    •  . 

«  See  Cave's  fife  of  St.  TiTva. 

'  Epiftle  9?.         '  :  - 


E  P  I  S  T  L  E  ; 
Pliny  fo  Trajak. 


s 


EVERAXi.peribns  have  petitioned  me  tg  in^     From 
dulge  them,  with  the  permilfton  granted  by  Tor-  aIT^ 


iper  proconfuls,  of  removing  the  afhes  ctf  their,  an-      85^.  ' 

ceftors,  ^•*^*''- 
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ceftors,  which  have  been  damaged  by  time,  by  in-» 
undation  of  rivers,  or  by  other  axrcidents  or  t£ae 
kind.  As  t  know,  that  at  Rome  the  Q^^m  is  to 
apply  to  die  college  of  high-priefts  u^n  theie  occa* 
fions,  I  thought  it  requifite  to  receive  &ona  you.  Sir, 
the  fovereign  of  that  college,  the  diredions^  which 
you  would  have  me  follow. 
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Trajan  to  Pliny. 


I 


Trajan,  whenever  they  were  defirous,  upon  juftifiable  reafbns, 
^*  to  remove  the  afhes  of  their  anceftors  from  one  place 
to  another.  You  ought  rather  to  follow  the  example 
of  former  governors  of  your  province,  and  to  be  di- 
reAed  by  reaibn,  either  in  granting  or  denying  the 
petition  of  each  particular  perfon. 

OBSERVATIONS.  .  v 

*  The  fepulchres  of  the  ancients  were  held  in  the  greateft 
degree  of  fandity  and  veneration.  A  paragraph  in  one  of 
Tully's  Philippics  »  is  very  relative  to  this  point.  Aia^ 
jores  quidem  noftrijlatuas  multis  decreverunt ;  fipukbra  ptmcu: 
fedjiatua  intereunt  tempeftate,  W,  vetti^ate ;  Jepukhrorum 
autemfanHitai  in  ipfofolo  eft^  quod  nulla  vi  movert^  nequedekri 
potejl  J  atque  ut  cetera  exttnguuntur^  Jk  Jepukhra  fivaU  fan&i^ 
ora  vetuJiaU :  '*  Our  anceftors,  fays  Uiceeo,  decmd  fta- 
**  tues  to  many  perfons,  fcpidchres  to  few.  But  ftatues 
**  perifh  by  weather,  by  outrage,  and  by  time :  the  ground^ 
*'  where  fepulchres  are  placed,  is  facred;  that  cannot  be 
•'  moved ;  that  cannot  be  dcmoliflied  by  mifchief.  While 
*•  other  things  lofe  their  fanftity  by  age,  fepulchres  by  ^e 
**  encreafe  it."  The  laws'remsuned  the  fame  in  the  time  of 
Puny,  asof  TuLLY.  The  afhes  of  the  dead  could  never  ht 

*  Pbilifpica  nona^ 

removed 
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^ihoVed,  widiout  the  confent  of  the  pontifical  college ;  or, 
las  may  be  inferred  from  Pliny's  letter^  without  the  appro- 
bation of  die  high-priefl  K 

A  pars^raph  from  AlexAndeH,  iii  the  GemaUs  Dies  % 
may  ferve  as  an  explicit  comment  to  Pliny's  epiftle.    Si  ^ 

cuius  tamen  ojfa  dnerefqug  in  alienumfipulchrumiieferrentur^ 
iua  entire  bci  dminusy  etfim  peniificum  decreto  alio  tranfem 
non  poterat :  *^  If  the  bones,  or  die  afhes  bf  imy  perfbn, 
^'  were  to  be  carried  from  one  fi^uldire  into  anodier,  the 
^  owner  of  the  ground  could  not  remove,  or  trdnfpott  them 
^'  to  any  different  repofitory,  without  a  Jicenfe  from  the 
^^  pontifical  toU^/'  The  fiq>6rfHdous  regard,  which  we 
are  willitig  to  have  paid  to  our  bodies  after  deadly  feeitis  to 
have  been  univerfal  to  mankind,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
World  to  this  day. 

^  Te  Dominff  maxinmm  pontificem. 
^  Lib.  6.  cap»  14. 

...  •       ' 

E  p  i  s  ir  L  E   CL 

Pliny    to  Trajan* 

JUlius  Largus,  Sir,  of  Pontus^  a  perfon^  whom     From 
I  had  never  feen,  and  fcarce  had  ever  heard  of,  ^"T^i' 
biailed  by  your  judgement  in  my  favour,  has  com-     '856. 
mitted  to  rrie  the  care  of  his  affairs,  and  has  eiitrufted  'TmAjAK. 
to  my  management  the  lafl  inftance  of  his  devotion      ^' 
to  you  :  for  by  his  will  he  has  left  me  heir  to  his  cC» 
tate,  which  he  has  entreated  me  to  divide,  taking  to 
myfelf  fifty  thoufand  fefterces  •^  and  giving  all  the 
remainder  to  the  cities  qf  Heraclea  and  Tios^  leaving 
it  to  my  optionj  whether  the  nioney  (hall  be  expend- 
ed in  public  works,  confecrated  to  your  honour,  ot 
in  public  games,  to  be  eiercifed  every  five  years, 
and  to  be  called  the  Trajan  games.    I  thought  proper 
to  apprize  you  of  thele  particulars,  that  you  might 
direct  me  in  my  choice. 

a  Eqaalt0  403/.  ^zs.  iii. 

VoL.II.  Ec  EPISTLE 
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.      E  P  I  S  T  L  E      ai; 

T  a  A  J  A  N  /a  P  L I N  y ., 


A.Vc!'*  TUjLms  Largus  has  repofed  in  you  the  iaippe  con-j 


Froin  Rons, 

85<^.  «J  fidehce,  as  if  he  had*  been  perfei^y.  acquainfiecf 
TtAjAv.  ^ith  you.  Gonfider  therefore^  in  what  manner,  iuit- 
able  to  the^cuilon^  of  each  patdcular  pbce^  you 
may  be  aUc  mod  efFedixiaUy  to  perpetuate  his  me- 
mory ;  and  follow  whatever  you  (hall  judge  to  be ; 
the  XX&.  determination. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Not  any  letters  in  this  whole  colIe£tion  can  be  aiore  (io« 
lite  than  the  two  laft.  Plinv  begins  his  addrefs  to  Tra- 
jan^ by  laying,  ^^  It  is  owing.  Sir,  io  the  high  opinion^ 
*«  Wiilch  Julius  LARCiys,  a  nadvc  of  Pontusy  had  coii- 
<'  ceived  of  your  judgement,  that  he  has  not  only  bequeathed 
*'  a  legacy  of  fifty  tiioufand  fefterces,  but  has  entnifted  mc 
•'  with  the  application  and  direflion  of  his  whole  eftate.  I 
^  was  not  even  peribnalhr  acquainted  with  Largus:  but, 
*«  as  the  ftrongeft  and  laft  inftance  of  his  devotion  to  you, 
^  ^<  he  has  made  choice  of  me,  from  an  alTurance,  that  he 
•^  inay  rdy  on  a  peribn,  whom  you  honour  with  your  A- 
^^  ftijKHon*  He  has  allotted  the  greatcft  part  of  his  fortune 
^'.  to  two  PMic  cities  on  the  Euxine  ihore,  HtracUa  ana 
"  Tiflx,  leaving  it  in  my  option,  either  to  difppie  of  the 
•*  money  in  public  buHdmgs,  or  in  public  gam^ :  if  in  the 
**  latter,  dicy  are  to  be  {)erf6rmed  every  five  years,  and  to 
<«  be  caillod  Tra/an  games.  My  determination.  Sir,  mxA 
<(  be  guided  by  the  particular  orders,  which  you  ihaU  be 
•*  pleafeid  to  fend  me/' 

The  emperor's  anfwer  is  to  this  purpofc :  ^^  Ju[Liu» 
•^  Largus,  my  Pliny,  has  aSed,  ks  if  he  had  been  per- 
^  fedtly  well  acquainted  with  your  virtues.  Your  part  is  to 
<R  perpetuate  his  memory  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  be  fuit- 
•'  able  to  the  cuftoms  of  Tios  smd  Heraclea.  Thdfe  are  my 
<*  fentiments.  Your  own  judgement  will  direft  you,  in 
<^  what  particular  manner  tcf  proceed*" 

;.....  ETISTLE 
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EPISTLE    CIIL^ 
Pliny    to   Trajan. 

I  Entreat  you.  Sir,  to  ifend  me  your  inftfuftionSy    From 
in  what  manner  the  rights  of  the  citiejs  in  Bithynia  aITT'c! 
and  Pantus  muft  be  adjuftcd,  when  debts  due  to  &eir     ^5^. 
communities,   either    from    letting    houfes,   felling  '^*^J^** 
goods,  or  any  other  caufes,  are  to  be  gathered  in, 
1  find,  that  many  proconfuls  have  granted  them  the 
claim  of  firft  creditors  :  and  that  privilege  has  been 
of  equal  validity  with  a  law.     But  it  feems  to  be  a 
point  appropriated  to  your  great  wifdom,  to  conlider 
and  eftablilh  a  fixed  regulation,  that  may  afcertain 
their  rights  for  the  future ;  for  all  former  inftitutioris, 
although  ever  ib  wifely  fcrunded,  muft  be  of  a  flioit 
duration^  unlefi  thdy  arc  fupported  by  your  authority, 

E.PI  S  T  LE     CIV.      ' 
Trajan  to  Pliny, 

AS  to  the  rights  belonging  to  the  leveral  cities  of  ^^om  nme. 
BithynU  and  Pantus^  in  demanding  their  debtS5  ^  g^e.  ^* 
upon  whatever  account  thofe  debts  may  be  due  to  Trajan. 
the  republic,  the  law  of  each  city  is  to  guide  your      ^* 
determination.  For,  if  the  communities  have  the  privi- 
lege of  being  placed  as  firft  creditor's,  that  privilege! 
muft  not  be  infringed  :  if  they  have  no  fuch  rigjit, 
I  can  by  no  means  allow  it,  as  it  muft  prove  detri- 
mental to  private  perfbns. 

OBSERVATIONS- 

Pliny  %Sh  the  part  of  a  moA  duttftd^  and  a  mofl  pru- 
dent fubje£^,  by  taking  care,  that  9)1  'his  procedures,  and^ 
even  the  minutm  ordsrsy  which  he  ^  tQ  gi\'e  in  his  govern-% 

E  €  a  *  mcnt, 


.    4V  cxuikne*  :f  _  i  r  -  =.t  a  :i=  .1:1" 


X  uiuiv  ui  ail  5-*^^*=^=5  "'^^i*^'-  r  v^  2UC  r^^-^\ 


K  P  r  •  T  1  E     CT 


,  sJuatf  that  I  -^'juc  titj-k  x    'v  tra;  n 
\\x\  irqutft,  fiiri-LlT  1:=  I  JLiiiw.  zur  7^. 


E  P  I  5   T   1   Z      C"-"L 
T 1  A  "^  A  y    ::   ?  1 :  jr  r. 


\*&l  ^     ^.      .  ^  r     -        .  -  ... 

OS5ERVATIOX5- 


0,[:iLA^  gtctttij  £saoss  ac  Tz.aj'as'szzxckt' 
u^  iZ  isrjiZ^as^sGLai  put  d£  'c%  w^ii±  aans  otc  rs 


■1^1  ^» 
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perfei^jr  ^ceptable  to  the  officers  of  his  aitey^.  durum  putavi  ' 

Tugare  ;  aem/cirem  quantam  foleres  miiitum  frecibus  faiietttiam 
bumanitatemfue  frsfftati  :  ^^  It  would  have  appealed  an  mA 
"  of  ill  nature  in  me,  fays  Pliny,  to  have  denied  Aquiw 
^  la's  requeft,  when  I  know  fo  wdl,  how  unwearied  you 
^^  are  in  your  attention,  and  how  humane  in  your  benevo-' 
^  lence,  to  your  militaiy  fubje^."  Agreeable  to  diis  cha» 
rader  of  benevolence,  Trajan,  we  perceive,-  immediately 
eranted  the  rights  of  a  Roman  citizen  to  the.  daughter  of  P^ 
Xccius  Aquila. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E      CVIL 
Pliny  to  Trajan, 

WE  have  acquitted  ourfelves*  Sir,  with  the  ut-     From 
moft  joy  and  alacrity,  ot  thofe  vows,  diat  ^""J^^' 
we  oflfered  to  heaven  for  you  laft  y^f ;  and  we  haVe     856. ,  * 
made  new  vows,  at  which  the  army  attdthe  prcWrt^  Tra^ah, 
cials  have  joined  with  great  devotion.     We  have  im- 
plored the  gods  to  prcferve  and  profper  you  and -016 
republic,  with  that  peculiar  providence,  which  your 
great  and  numerous  virtues,   and  particularly  your 
remarkable  piety  have  deferved. 

EPISTLE     CVIII. 
Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOUR  letter,  my  deareft  SEcmDus,  whiclr  13^  Frtm «•)». 
forms  me,  that  at  the  head  of  the  army  arid  tSc  ^'g^,^* 
provincials,  you  have  performed  with  moftjoyful  una-  Tiajaic. 
nimity  your  vows  to  the  immortal  gods,  tor  my  paft       ^* 
4nd  future  profperity,  was  very  acceptable  to  me^  •; 

r 

OBSERVATIONS. 

•  ■ 

This  is  the  fecond  votive  day  celebrated  by  Pliny  in  BU 
thynia:  and  with  this.feftival,  on  the  third  of  Janiiaiyi  we 
may  begin  the  feries  of  bis  epiftles  for  thft  ji^w  year*  Pliny, 

'  ■/  ■    ■  Ee3  » 


438  P  L  I  N  Y^s    E  P  I S  T  L  E  S. 

as  (n^be  ittfehrol  from  Tr  a  j  Ak'st  anftiwf,  tdboi  not  oMjr 
in  the'  estpacttjr  of  augiir,  bul  of  govtmor  or  fdticoiifBt^ 
tbe  provinces.  7>  fnegunti^  ^^  you  were  at  thr  head  of  dio 
*♦;  fecftd  rites  :  70U  performed  them  in  pcrfcn,*^'  * 
"•  Cum  prmwi^dthus  lat^/bM  twfenfm  ^  Th<^  ^Miovmcialli 
^^  ihewing  the  greatcft  joy  iipon  the  occafion."  Ilieir  \Gf 
was  fincere.  Trajan  was  honoured,  and  almoft  adoml 
dirou^H)ut  the  whole  empire.  So  that  after  his  death,  the 
conftant  vow  made  on  the  ^Vx  Cafarisy  for  each  fucceeding 
emperor,  was,  ^^  That  h^  might  be  more  jbrtuxiate  thao> 
*^  Augustus,  ?norc  excellent  thw  Trajan." 

B  P  I  S  T  L  E     CIX- 

P  L  I  N  Y    /^    T  R  A  J  A  N» 


V  -t 
?  -- 


■f.?^^.    \X7^  ^^^^  eclebtated,  with  dqc  devodoh,  't|fc 

A^Tft.   VV    <^^y  ^^  which,  by  fucccffion  to  the  empire, 

857*     0ie  care  of  humap  kind  devplved  upon  you,  recdmk 

^*  jf  "*  P^dH«  our  t)uWic  vows  apd  exultations  to  the  |(od^ 

w^<)r«win©d  yQur  reign, 

E  P  i  S.T  L  E    ex* 

Trajan   /(?  Pliny* 

A^'^u^T*  \^  OUR"  letter,  my  deareft  S^cundus,  which  xa-^ 

857.  *     X     forpis  me,  that  at  the  head  of:  tile  army  and 

TtAjAK.    the  provincials  you  have  celebrated,  with  due  joy  and 

devotion,  the  day  of  my  inauguration,  was  very  accq)tr 

?iS^^Pae, 

■  OBSERVATIONS. 

PtiNV'5  cpiftle  compleats  three  great  feftivals,  which  have 
been  twice  celebrated  by  him  in  Bithynia  :  the  birth-day  of 
Trajan,  September  the  eighteenth  • :  the  dies  C^farisj 
January  the  third  y :  and  Trajan's  acccflion  to  the  empirej^. 

*  Ep.  i8.  Ep.  94. 

Januaiqr 
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January  the  twenty  feventh  '•  The  eni|ieror  now  entered 
into  the  eighth  y^ar of  his xeign^  andwas  in  tb^ lc»ty  fourth 
year  of  his  age. 

Pliny  retur/iedthis  ye^  tp  htdy.  'H&e  remaining  epi« 
files  are  requefts  for  friends,  or  fubjeds  relating  to  the 
province^ 

*  Ep.  j8.  Ep.  109. 

EPISTLE     CXI. 
Pli^ny    to    Trajan. 

SUetonius  Tranc^uillus,  Sir,   is  a  man  of  fo    From 
great  knowledge,  probity,   and  integrity,    and  '^"''JJ^^* 
I  have  fo  truly  efteemed  his  virtues  and  his  learning,     857. 
that  for  fome  years  paft  I  have  conftantly  made  him  t»ajah. 
my  domeftic  companion ;  and  the  more  I  have  known      ''*■■"■ 
him,  the  more  I  have  admired  him. 

Two  reafons  feem  to  make  the  RgmaH  privilege  of 
the  fathers,  who  have  three  children,  allotted  in  a 
manner  for  hirn.  The  firfl;  is,  he  deferves  the  good 
opinion  of  all  his  friends :  the  fecond  is,  that  he  has 
not  been  very  happy  in  his  marriage. 

By  my  means  therefore  let  him  procure  from  your 
roodnefs,  that  felicity,  which  the  m^lignanCT  of  his 
fate  has  hitherto  denied  hini,  I  kncjw,  Srt  Kbw 
very  great  a  favour  I  alk :  but  I  afk  it  from  you,  \\  ^ 
whole  ipduIg?|ic^.to  all  my  defires  I  have, ever  foynd 
unlimited.  You  may  imagine,  with  what  earneft- 
nefe  I  make  this  application ;  fince  I^lhould  riot  pre- 
fume  to  a(k  fuch  a  tayour  till  I  waited  iipcMi  you,  if  I 
were  not  vmcommdnly  anxious  to  obtain  my  requefts  * 

>  ■ 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E      CXII, 
Trajan  to  Flint* 


-  j-i  - 


I  ■     -»» 


••-  -■*: 


rrom  Hew* .  XT' O  U  ccTtainly  remember,  my  deareft  Secun^ 

^^'857.^'     X    ^^^>  ^"^  very  fcrupulous  I  am,  in  OQiiferrijiill^ 

TaajIn.  privil^es  of  this  fort  %  unce  I  have  oftea  affirxoed 

^'       in  the  knate,  that  I  had  not  encteafe^  die  numlser  of 

perfons,   to  whom  I  had  originally   granted  thefe 

rights,  and  with  which  number  I  had  declared  myfelf 

contented-     However,   I  have  complied  with  your 

deflre,  and  have  ordered  an  entry  to  be  made  in  die 

regifters,  that  I  have  granted,  in  the  ufual  manner^ 

all  the  rights  belonging  tp  the  fathers  of  three  chilr 

drcn,  to  Suetonius  Tranquillus. 

OBSERVATIONS, 

It  i§  no|;  poflibl^  to  know  at  wh^t  time,  or  from  wiitt 
place,  Pliny*s  cpiftlc  was  addrefled  to  Trajan,     It  is 
writtjeii  in  that  warmth  of  frlendfhip,  which  glows  through- 
out all  his  letters. 
'.  Huicjus  trium  liberorum  necejfarium  factunt  eauf^.     Give 

me  leave  to  aflign  reafons,  fays  Pliny,  ^^  why  the  rights, 
^  granted  by  the  Pappian  law,  may  be  particularly  benefi- 
,  cial  to  Suetonius/'     Nam  it  judicio  amcorpm  promeretur^ 

§t  parumfelix  matrimonium  expertus  e/l :  ^  He  has  not  been 
^^  very  fortunate  in  his  marriage,  and  he  appears  fo  emi- 
f ^  nenfly  meritorious  to  his  fnends,  that  he  ought  to  have 
^*  the  privilege  of  enjoying,  in  the  moft  exten^e  mannei^ 
f  *  any  beauefts,  which  they  may  leave  him  when  they  dye." 
The  words  juiSaa  amicorttm  tefer  to  that  part  of  the  Pappian 
law,  which  endtled  all  thofe,  who  had  the  jus  trium  libera^ 
runi^  to  come  freely  iiito  pofleffion  of  legacfes  and  bequefts 
of  every  fort,  notwithftanding  any  right,  which  the  patronus 
might  otherwife  have  claimed  ^ 


•  Jus  trium  lihirorum. 

\  See  obfervations  on  epifile  13.  book  2.  pagf;  139. 


Trajanj 


Trajan,  in  his  anfwer  to  pLiNY^^fliews  Umfelf  averfe 
to  refufe  any  regucft,  that  comes  recqnuQenclpd  in  fuch  a 
xnanner,  and  by  fuch  a  man :  he  even  recedes  from  a  deter- 
mination, which  he  had  almoft  fixed  as  inViokble,  of  not 
encreafing  the  number  of  thofe  perfons,  to  whom  he  had 
granted  the  jus  trium  liberonmiy  *'  the  privileges  of  ^theiv, 
*<  who  had  three  diildren.'^  The  Roman  rights  and  immu- 
nities h^d  been  formerly  beftowed  without  number,  and 
without  difUnfiioh.  Some  of  die  preceding  emperors  had 
cxercifed  dieir  power  in  the  moft  lavifli  and  the  moft  pend- 
cious  manner.  T&ajan  purfued  a  different  condud.  He 
avoided  the  paths  of  hi$  predeceffors,  and  put  a  reftraiqt 
upon himfelf  m  thcdifpofal  of  public  grants  and  privileges : 
nor  would  he  have  broken  thorough  fuch  a  refolution,  if  he 
had  not  placed  a  kind  of  implicit  confidence  in  the  judge^ 
jnent  and  condo£l  of  Pliny. 

EPISTLE    CXIII. 

Pliny  /tf  Trajan. 

VALERIUS  Paulinus,  Sir,  has  bequeathed  mc    Tnm 
the  patronage  of  all  his  (laves,  excepting  one.  ^^cmtSs. 
I  entreat  you  to  grant  to  three  of  them  the  rights  of     857*. 
Roman  citizens.    The  latitude,  I  am  afrdd,  would  Tiaja*. 
be  too  great,  if  I  fliould  afk  the  fame  favour  for  the 
reft  5  efpecially,  a?  the  inore  I  enjoy  your  indulgqice, 
the  more  moderately  I  ought  to  ufe  it. 

The  names  of  the  perfons,  for  whom  I  make  this 
requeft,  are  C.  Valehius  JEsTiiEus,  C.  Valerius 
Pipwrysius,  C.  Valerius  Aper.. 

E  P  I  S  T  L  E      CXIV. 
Trajan/^   Pliny. 

YO  U  R  early  foUicitation  in  favour  of  thofe  per-  From  JUmt. 
Ions,  who  are  fallen  under  your  patronage,  by  ^'^1  ^ 
the  bequeft  of  Valerius  Paulinus,  is  fo  perfeftly  TiAjIiCf 
honourable,  that  I  have  given  immedia^ie  orders  to      ^* 

enroll. 
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emroll,  ki  tbor  public  regjiilei$»  my^gviott^of^i^  ji^ts 
of  citizens  to  diofe,  whom  you  named/fo:  me,  and  i 
am  Teady,  upon  your  application^  to  gfMit  the  faim 
ri^its  (50  all  the  reft*  ;^ 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Valerius  Paulinus  could  not  have  fliewecl  greater 
kindnefs  to  his  affiranchifed  ilaves,  than  by  bequeathing  them 
to  the  patronage  of  Pliny,  whofe  generous  manner  of  ail- 
ing excited  him  to  lofe  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  extend 
the  privileges,  which  they  enjoyed  by  manumiffion,  to  the 
greater  privileges  of  Raman  citizens.  The  a£tion  is  fHD 
more  commehoahle  \  becaufe  by  the  law  of  the  twolve  tai^fis, 
if  the  freedinen  died  inteftate,  uieir  whole  fortune  pas  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  patron,  or  the  children  of  that  patron. 
Si  libertus  tt^ejiato  moritur^  cut  fuus  f>ares  nee  extabit,  pair^ 
nus  familiam  habeto :  eademque  jura  liberi  pafroni  babento  : 
^^  When  a  freedman  dies  inteftate,  and  without  heirs,  if 
*'  his  patron  be  alive,  or  has  left  children,  let  the  effe^  of 
^  the  freedman  go  to  the  family  of  his  patron  ^/' 

•  .        -   ■■ 

*  This  law  had  afterwards  additions*  or  rather  alterations 
made  to  it ;  but  fUll  the  patron  had  a  right  over  part  of  the  goods 
of  the  freedman,  as  has  been  taken  notice  of  in  former  obfer- 
vations. 

EPISTLE      CXV. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 

Nul^'t,  T  T  is  the  cuftom  with  thofe,  who  aflutnc  the  manly 

A.  u.  c  JL  gown,  who  marry,  who  enter  upon  any  ma^ibracy, 

T»^i^A     ^^  ^     dedicate  any  public  work,  to  invite  the  whole 

>.    *  fenate,  and  a  large  number  of  the  plebeians,  and  to 

prefent  one  or  two  denarii  •  to  each  particular  gueft  ; 

9  cuftom,  which  I  b^  to  know,  whether  you  would 

have  continued,  and  how  long  ? 

«  The  denarins  was  die  duef  filter  coin  asMmg  tie  Xnuas, 
midw9sinvaluc^aaltP7/.  |f 

For 
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For  tfsy  own  part,  as  I  ain  of  opinion,  diat  thefe 
kind  of  invitations  oiight  to  be  made  upon  ciertain 
folemn  occafions ;  fb,  on  the  odier  hand,  am  I  appre- 
henfive,  that  when  an  aflembly  conlifts  of  a  thouland 
people  or  more,  the  proper  bounds  arc  exceeded,  and 
it  bears  the  appearance  of  a  fadlion,  rather  than  of  an 
aflembly. 

EPISTLE    CXVI. 

•  -  « 

Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YO  U  very  jufUy  apprehend,  that  fomc  kind  of  From  w 
fa6Hon  may  be  the  confequence  of  invitations,  ^'%lj^^* 
where  the  numbier  k  unUmited,  and  where  prefents  Trajan. 
are  diftributed,  as  it  were,  to  vdiolc  focieties,  and  not      ^* 
confintd  ta  particular  friends,  iummoned  together 
upon  a  icdemn  occafion.    But,  as  I  know  your  pru* 
dence,  1  have  chofen  you  to  moderate  all  the  cxcelfes 
of  the  province,  and  to  eftablilh  fuch  inftitutions,  as 
may  fccure  to  it  a  perpetual  tranquility. 

• 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  fame  kind  of  uneafinefe,  which  we  have  already 
feen  on  account  of  ailemblies  and  large  congregations,  fhews 
itfelf  again  in  the  two  laft  epiftles:  and  therefore  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  give  that  turn  to  the  tranflation.  The 
laft  fentcnce  in  tliny's  cpiftle  runs  thus,  Et  infpeciem  dia^ 
tnaries  tncidere  videantur.    Some  dFthc  comlwcintatofs  ex- 

{)lain  dtammriis  by  the  vmrifai^Oy  **  a  fewftion/'  Others, 
ay,  it  flioidd  be  read  dianomes^  which  fignifies  di/lribuiio-vel 
Jporhday  ^^ gifts  diftributed  upon  public  occafions  :•'  or«  as  we  '  ^ 
may  fay  relatively  to  this  epiftle,  **  bribes."  In  whatever 
fenfe  the  word  is  to  be  accepted,  we  muft  be  convinced,  that 
nothing  more  effeflually  awakens  the  jealoufy  and  apprehen-^ 
ITions  either  of  Trajan  or  of  Pliny,  than  itieetiiigs  of  the 
people,  although  on  occafions  feeminrfy  peaceful. and  inoffen-s 
five.  The  Romans  might  probabfy  be  afraid  of  arts,  tQ 
which  they  owed  their  gwn  rife  j  tpr  Rome  muft  have  ex- 
piree! 
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pired  in  her  infancy,  if  the  Siabihes  had  not  been  treacherouA- 
Iv  deluded  by  an  aflembly  folemnly  convened,  under  the 
'4>€cious  appearance  of  nurd),  piety,  and.&iendibip. 

EPISTLE    CXVII. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 

F^m     T^HE  wrdUcrs,  Sir,  imagine,  that  the  falaries 
1     appointed  b^  you  for  the  games,  'which  are 


^'s57.^*  ifelaftic,'  ought  to  commence  from  the  day,  on  which 
T*AjAN.  the  cortqucrors  receive  their  crowns,  without  any  re- 
*•  gard  to  the  time  when  they  made  their  folemn  fetinft 
into  their  own  country.  They  think  thenifehres  en- 
titled to  their  reward,  as  fix)n  as  they  become  conque-' 
rors ;  becaufe  from  that  moment  they  itu^t  fietuitr 
home  in  a  triumphant  manner.  I  diflent  from  them ; 
and  while  I  am  writing  to  you,  I  cannot  avoid  dwells 
ing  upon  the  name  of  thofe,  wha  are  called  liela* 
flics.  It  is  from  thence  therefore,  that  I  have  my 
doubts,  whether  their  rewards  ought  tq  commence 
at  any  time  before  they  make  their  public  entry. 

The  fame  wreillers  demand  a  prize  in  thofe  games, 
which  have  been  lately  made  by  you,  ifelailic^  al- 
though they  had  conquered  before  the  appointment  of 
that  inftitution.  They  aflert,  that  in  equity  they 
ought  to  receive  rewards  in  games,  which  are  at  prc- 
fent  become  ifelaftic,  after  having  conquered  in  g^me$, 
to  which  the  ifelaftic  honours,  although  lately  fup- 
prei&d,  were  formerly  annexed.  I  hefitate  again  upon 
this  point,  and  am  unwilling  to  allow  any  retrofpe^ 
iince  in  that  cafe,  it  is  ^ofSble  they  miay- receive 
rewards,  to  which  they  had  no  right  when  they  con-f 
quered.  I  entreat  therefore,  that  you  would  deter- 
inine  my  doubts,  or  rather  would  cpndcfcend .  to  ex- 
plain fully  your  own  ads  of  generofity. . 

gPJSTt.R 
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E  P  I  S  T  L  E    eXVIIL 

Trajan   to   Pj-iny, 


.  i 


IA  M  of  opinion,  that  the  payment  of  the  ifelaftic  From  Rom. 
rewards  is  to  be  ajExedi  to  the  time,  when  thcL  ^8?-*.^* 
conqvierpr  makes  his  entry  into  his  own  city.     Prizes  Tb  a  jam. 
afcertained  for  thofe  games,   which  I  have  made  ife-      "^^ .'  - 
laftic,  and  which  were  .not  fo  before  nw  inftitutioni 
ought  not  to  be  liable  to  any  retrofpea .  whatever  ; 
nor  can  it  in  the  leaf):  avail  in  favour  of  the  wrelllers^ 
that  I  have  eftabliihed  new  i&laiiic  games,  or  have 
fupprefied  others  ;  for,  although  the  difierent  cuftoms 
of  thefe  combats  may  be  altered,  the  rewards,  which 
have  been  received,  are  not  rctraded. 

OBSERyATIONS. 

The  epiftle  firom  Puny  is  upon  a  point,  which  bears  fo 
little  a  rdemblance  to  our  cuftoms,  that  we  may  excufe  cet!- 
tain  obfcure  paragraphs  in  the  original,  which  are  not  vefff 
eafily  explained.  Pliny  writes  to  Trajan  to  receive  hw 
orders  Je  ifilajiicis  certaminihua^  '  .... 

The  epithet  ifelaftic  alludes  to  a  particular  honour  and  re«^  • 
ward  attending  the  vi<Stors  in  thofe  games,  which,  although 
originally  Grecian,  were  praAifed  and  encours^ed  by  the 
Romans.  Let  us  recoUe<^  an  explanatory,  conmient  udoii 
this  fubjeft,  in  the  preface  to  the  ninth  chapter  of  vir 
TRUVlus,  NobiUbus  Athletisy  ^ui  Ofympiay' Pytoia^  Ifthnrnt^ 
Nenua^  vicijfent^  Gracorum  majores  iia  magnos  hmoris  c^i^ 
iuirwtty  uti  n$n  ftwdo  in  conventujlantis  cum  p^lma  et  cor$na 
ferant  lauda^  fed  diam  com  r evert  untur  infuas  dvitates  cuj^ 
vidforia^  triurrtphantes  quadrigis  in  mcenioy  //,  in  patrias  inve- 
hantufj  e  reque  publica  perpetuf  vita  conftitutis  veftigalibus 
fruantur :  **  The  noble  wreftlers,  who  conquered  in  the 
**  Olympian,  Pythian,  Iftiimi'an  and  Nemcah  games,  were 
<«  fo  amply  rewarded  by  the  antient  Greeks,  mat  they  not 
**  only  received  a  crown  and  palm-branch,  while  they  ftood 
^*  encircled  by  the  people,  but  when  they  returned  from 
^^  thefe  conquefts  into  dieir  native  cities,  they  were  carried 

**  triumphantly 
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, •..  ;..^c  in  chariots  drawn   by  four  horfcs 

•iV-'w-ii-'*  [a  part  of  which  was  on  thofe  occa- 
C  i*.'n  d^nf  2nd  a  yearly  falary  was  allotted  to 
ly  \he  commonwealth  during  their  lives/' 
^'t  tivn  from  Suetonius  may  ftill  aflift  us  in  a 
of  thefe  games  and  ovations.    Revcrfm  e 

protukraty  albis 
icarum  ejK     Si-^ 

TJ^ltliZn  to  h'apUi  from  Grace,  where  he  had  exhi- 
It  h'te' die  firf  cflays  of  ^'^  ^^>  '"ade  hi3  entry,  drawn 
ft  b  uWfc  hori<^>  ^'^^''  *^^  ^^^  thrown  down  part  of  the 
t  •  •»  as  is  ^'^  cuftom  of  perfons,  who  contend  in  the 
!i  1^  games.  He  went  to  ^»//W,  to  Albanum^  and  to 
•i  )?'«/,&  the  fame  manner/' 

« iiyixo^n  Nero  Claudius  Cafar.  cap.  25. 

£  P.  I  S  T  L  E    CXIX. 

Pliny    to   Trajan. 

I  Have  not  till  now,  Sir,  fupplicd  any  perfon  what- 
gv'cr  witli  paflports,  nor  have  I  employed  a  fingle 
i  I'-  ^  mcflengcr  in  ^^7  Itfrvice,  except  your  own.     A  calc 
«5^  ^    c  jicccflity  has  interrupted  this  ttrid  obfervance  of 
^*'J.^^'^'  my  duty.    My  wife,  having  heard  of  the  death  of 
Lgr  grandfather,    was  defirous  to  make  all  poffiblc 
v^xo  her  aunt.     As  the  merit  of  the  vifit  confifted 
in  the  expedition,  I  thought  it  would  be  unkind  to 
deny  her  a  paflport ;   efpecially  as  I  was  certain,  that 
0  jouipey,  of  which  duty  was  tlie  motive,  could  not 
IJuJ  of  receiving  your  approbation. 

This  letter,  Sir,  is  written  from  a  confcioufncfs, 
that  muft  appear  ungrateful,  even  in  my  own  eye, 
if  I  omitted  to  mention  the  particular  trufl  of  paff- 

f)rts  among  many  other  acts  of  favour  to  mc,  which 
am  fcnfible  arc  all  owing  to  your  indulgence.  In 
confidence  of  that  goodnefs,  I  have  ac^ed  in  the  fame 
nianner,  as  if  1  had  received  your  inllructions ;  fmce 

in 
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in  waiting  for  thofe  inftrudionSy  the  point  of  time 
muft  have  been  elapled» 

EPISTLE    CXX. 

Trajan  /a  Puny. 

« 

YOU  hare  entertained  voy  juft  impreflSons,  my  Fran  jtmm. 
deareft  Sicundus,  of  the  fentiments  erf  my  heart.  ^'  ^-  ^ 
I  am  pcFfuaded,  if  your  wife  had  waited  till  you  had  t«  maw. 
applied  to  me  for  my  licenfe,  thofe  pafiports  would      <• 
not  only  have  been  of  litde  fervice  in  forwarding  her 
journey,  but  my  intendon  in  giving  them,  for  your 
occafional  purpofes,  would  have  been  entirely  loft} 
efpecially  as  the  expedition  of  your  wife's  arrival  muft 
have  endeared  her  to  her  aunt. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Here  ends  the  ferics  of  Trajan's  letters  to  Pliny  :  All 
filled  with  fenfe,  fpirit,  dignity,  and  kindnefs.  In  this  lafL 
we  fee  Trajan  interefting  himfelf  in  the  fpeedy^amval  of 
Calyurnia,  merdy  becaufe  h^  imagines,  that  the  cx*^ 
pedition  of  the  journey  may  more  efie£hially  endear  her  to 
her  aunt  Hispulla,  whole  fituation,  by  the  death  of  Fa-  '  • 

batus,  was  rendered  melancholy,  and  full  of  affli6Uon. 
The  emperor  fympathizes  in  the  grief  of  Pliny's  family. 
He  condefcends  to  confider  the  minuteft  circumftance,  that 
may,  in  fome  meafure,  alleviate  the  forrow  of  Calpur- 
ni  A  and  her  aunt.  Such  inftances  of  tendernels  were  only 
to  he  produced  by  a  heart  fified  with  the  truefl  afFe&ioiu 
Graces  and  honours  from  princes  are  generally  conferred  in  a 
public,  and  in  a  diftant  manner  :  they  are  intended  to  refle£b 
a  greater  luftre  upon  the  prince,  who  gives,  than  upon  the 
fueled,  who  receives  the  benefit.  It  muft  be  a  noble  mind 
indeed,  that  could  lay  aiide  the  pride  of  empire,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  world,  to  fulfil  the  focial,  the  amiable,  and 
the  virtuous  charajftcr  of  a  private  friend. 
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EPISTLE    CXXI. 
Pliny  to  Trajan* 

R«ni     TV^  ^  ^^^  illnefs.   Sir,  laid  me  tmder  fuch  obli* 
Hitmedia.  XyX  gations  to  PosTHUMus  Marinus,  Hiy  phy- 
'^  857.  *  fician^  th^t  I  lliall  never  be  able  to  acquit  ttiyfelf  t6 
TiAjAn*  him,   unlcis  with  your  ufual  goodnefs  you  indulge 
the  petitions^  which  I  now  ofFer  to  you.    I  ihm6xi 
entreat  you,  to  bellow  the  rights  01  a  Romtm  dtwsrn 
upon  bis  relations,  Chrysippus  fbn  of  Mithridates^ 
and  upon  Stratonica  the  daughter  of  Epigo^  and 
^e  wife  of  Chrysippus  :  and  I  entreat  the  iaine  fa- 
vour for  Epigq  and ;  Mithridatbs,    the   children 
of  Chrysippus  :  fo  that  they  may  be  in  the  power 
of  their  father,  and  that  they  may  preferve  the  right 
of  patrons  over  their  freedmen. 

Let  me  alfo  entreat  you  to  indul^  Lucius  Sa* 

TRius  Abascantius,  and  Publius  CiEsius  Pttos* 

.  pHORus,  and  Pancarias  Soterides,  with  the  rights 

of  Roman  citizens.     I  offer  this  petition  to  you,  by 

the  confent  of  their  patrons. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

This  epiftle  is  placed  by  Longolius  verv  early  in  the 
tenth  book  ',  and  follows  a  letter,  in  which  Pliny  retumsi 
thanks  to  the  emperor,  for  having  granted  the  rights  of  % 
citizen  of  Alexandria  to  Harpocras.  '*  Words,  Sir,  fay^ 
*'  Pliny,  cannot  exprefs  the  joy,  with  which  your  letter 
*'  has  affeAed  me,  fince  I  find  by  it,  that  you  have  granted 
**  the  fi-eedom  of  Alexandria  to  my  phyfician  Harpocras.'* 
It  feems  improbable,  (as  I  have  hinted  in  the  prefiure)  that 
Pliny,  as  foon  as  he  had  gained  his  requeft  for  Harpo- 
cras, fhould  be  immediately  fuing  in  6vour  of  another 
phyfician.  As  the  epiftle  is  of  little  importance,  let  us  fup- 
pole,  that  PosTHUMUS  Marinus  was  a  Bithynian^   and 

«  Epiftle  6, 

that 
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that  P£inV,  before  he  left  the  province,  was  refolved^o  ex- 
ert his  gratitude  \fanm  gratiam  referre]  ior  the  flciU  and 
care,  which  Marinus  had  fhewn  to  him,  during  his  ilkiefs 
in  Biihynia.  In  confequence  of  fuch  a  conje&ure  I  hav9 
placed  the  epiftle. 


E  P  I  STL  E    CXXn. 
Pliny  to  Trajan. 


;■>      ;  -rt 


From 
Nicomedia, 


MY  joy.  Sir,  is  almpft  inexpreflible  upon  find- 
ing, that  at  the  intertefliofi  of  iny  mother-in-  'a!vTq. 
law  and  me,  you  have  granted  the  government  of     ^57*^^ 
this  prpyjnce  to  C-^lius  Clei^jji^^  ,  atJ^j^^gj^g^^        *  «. 
of  his  confulfhip.     From  herice  I  may  always  :gue 
at  the  meafure  of  your  goodnefs  to  me,  fince  I  an< 
my  whole  family  experience  lb  great  an  inftance  of 
your  favour.     I  dare  not  attempt  to  offer  you  any  re* 
turn,  although  {  owe  it  in  fo  Jiigh  a  degree.     1  muft 
therefore  have  recourfe  to  prayers,  and  bejeech  the 
gods,  that  I  may  hot  be  deemed  unworthy  of  thofo 
benefits,  which  you  daily  beftpw  upon  me. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Not  any  of  Pliny's  letters  has  been  more  apparendy 
mifplaced  than  this  laft. .  It  is  ^  letter  of  thanks  to  the  em-» 
peror,  for  having  appointed  a  fucceffor  to  Pliny  in  the  go^ 
vcrnment  of  the  provinces  oF  Bithynia  jind  Pontus :  but'  the 
editors  have  generally  fo  placed  it  »,  as  to  give  him  a  fuc^ 
ceflbr,  even  before  he  took  pofTeffion  of  his  government. 

Ut  adfinem  confulatus  Cjelium  Clementem  inhancpro'* 
vinciam  tramferres :  **  I  am  rejoiced  to  find,  that  after  the 
•'  expiration  of  his  prefent  confulfhip,  you  will  deign  to 
**  inveft  C^lius  Clemens  with  the  proccnfular  power 
•*  of  thcfe  provinces."  Caius  Clemens  was  Uonfulfuf^ 
fe€ius\  -*'  a  fubftituted  confu!,"  for  the  months  of  March  and 
April.  The  confuls  of  this  year  were  Tiberius  Julius 
Candidus,  and  Aulus  Julius  Quadratus, 

'  LONGOLII,   Epiftle    12. 

Vol.  n.  F  f  Fwny 
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Pli HY  was  now  upon  tbc  pcaat  of  leaving  Bitiiywi  ht 
hlid  nmalaed  there  about  aghtDCn  montfaj  j  and  as  his  wifie 
CALr.pRNiA  was  already  retutned  to  Xmw»  wd  as  his 
fliceeObr  was  the  pcrTon,  whom  he  bad  not  only  ^nilied, 
but  in  a  nunner  liad  chofen  to  fucceed  him,  we  may  -pn- 
fume,  ,th2t  unlets  he  was  detained  by  contrary  wnds,  he 
airivad  in  Itaif  tu\y  in  the  fumnwr. 
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XXXVIII.  To  Pompiids  Saturninus« 

In  pralfe  of  a  book  written  by  AsiNius  RuFUS.  310 

m 

XXXIX.  To  MusTius* 

Befpeaiing  afiatue  of  the  goddefsQ^'kJLBy  and  four  mariU 
columns  for  her  temple  nfar  Tif(pmuin  Tibqiavm  '^ 
Tufcany.  310 

XL.  To  CpRNELius  Fuscus. 

Pl  I N  y ' J  manner  of  life  in  winter  at  Laurentinuiii.  313 


t   ■ . ' 


BOOK 


hoxyti  X. 


4       t 


t8i6M8HgH8HgHBH8H8H8HBH8HB'8H8H8H8^^  . 

B  o  o  K  X. 

(8H&gH8HBHggH8H8H8HMH8H8H8Hfra^^ 

PLiNY'scpi-  l^txifT'se- 

SdJclfium  The  Subjeft  of  each  Epiftle.  ^l^in^the 

tranflation.  edkloii  pf 

1<0NG0L1U8« 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

L        PLinyV  cmgratuktory  addrefs  upon  Traj an*;  ac-       L 

Page  329.     ceffion  t9  the  empire.    A.  U.  C.  850*  Pagejio; 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
n.       Pliny  returns  his  thanks  to  Trajan  for  having      II. 
33^*        g^^^^d  to  him  the  jus  trium  liberotum.  TlU 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

in.       Defiring  that  VocoNius  Romanus  may  he  made      III. 
331.         afenator.  712. 

,      Pliny  to  Trajan. 

.IV.      Recorammding'Rh.^voQTSiA^^  \?hi^HU  pijyjiciani     IV. 
333-        ^0  he  made  a  citizen  of  Rome.  71 5* 

•  •  •  ■         . 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
V.     Defiring  that  Harpocr  as  may  he  made^  not  only  a  XXII. 
334.        citizen  of  Rome, .  hut  ^Alexandrian  73'» 

« 

Trajan  to  Pliny. 
VI.     T^he  emperor  grants  to  Harfocr  as  the  rights  of  a  XXIII. 
335'         citizen  of  Alexandria,  having  given  orders  be^     733. 
fi^^i  ihat  he  Jhould  be  ,made  a  citizen  of  Rome. 

.  Pliny*s  Reply. 
VII.     Pliny  returns  his  thanks  to  Trajan,  for  the  fa-      V. 
335.  vour  granted  to  Harpocr  as,  and  informs  the  em-    716. 

peror^  that  Hakfoqk  as  was  bom  in  the  province 

of  Memphis. 
Vol.  11.  Gg  Pliny 


Tbc    INDEX.' 

Plint*s  epi«  Fi.xiiT*s  e^ 

SS.'ffi  The  Subjcdt  of  each  Epiftlc  ]g22'«'d. 

tibnflatian,  'itttfan.cf. 

Flint  to  Trajan. 

.  Vm.    Entreating  leave  to' put  up  iVe  Jlatue  of  Trajan,   XXIV. 
Page  339.  .  and feoeral former  emperors^  and  to  if  abfentfar  Fsi^  y^^. 
thirty  days  from  Rome. 

Trajan's  Anlwer. 
'  •  iXi      The  emperor  grants  both  /Ar  re^Ujfis.  3CXV. 

341-  7J6. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

X.       Pliny'x  deferens  to  bis  oxm  digniey^  as  prafe^  to     XX. 

342.         the  treafuty  of  Sati^m;  and  Ins  «Mw^  U  tba     728* 


determination  ofybcfenate.  .He  b9pe$  fer  tb^  emr- 
peror's  approbation  m  both  thefe  in/iances* 


V- .  ..^ 


.  TRAjAN'3Aofwen  ^' 

XI.  The  emperor  approves  of  Ptx  H yV  cmdufl*  XKU 

34^-                         «              .«  730. 

Pliny  to  Tit  ajan. 

XII.  Jl  recommendation  of  Ro$ian96  GbmiNUS,  to  the  XI. 
344,        mperor.  79^ 


Pliny  to  Trajan, 

^^.    Flint  reminds  the  emperor  of  ACf;iV8  So&a,      VII. 
34^.  whom  he  deftres  may  id  madeprator^  i^  thefirft      718, 

vacancy  of  that  employment. 

^^''  Plitny  to  Trajan. 

XIV.  A  congratukuon  to  the  ensperoTy  vpon  his  viSorj       IX. 

346.  o^er  the  Daci.  719. 

'  Pliny  ID  Trajan. 

XV.  Bntreatinj^  Ae  ea^or  U  hfimo  npon  him  the  aotgitr-      VUL 

347.  Jhipj  oftbefcpunmnNiiio.  7i8» 

Pliny  «d  Trajan. 

XVI.  PLiNYV^wTfwi/tfiEphcfui:  the  mothod^  in  vMA  XXyL 

348.  be  intends  to  purjuo  his  joiu^imof6Asy^^  sj^j^ 

m 

Plinv 
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^^  •llifcSubjeatJckhEpaie.  Jjg'i.'i. 

tnMUtioih  edItUiki  of 

LONGOLIUI* 

_  TRAjf  Aj«'s  Aiifwcn 

'  KVn»  ?*«?  ^^^^r  Adfar^j  hiit^eif  JhiiicitQia  tHMfdrtitu-  XXVIL 
34(J*        ii^  rtlatin^  to  ?l  in  y'j  voyage.  Pag*  7 3S. 

Plinv  to  Trajan. 
XVm.   Pliny'x  arri*oai  in  Bithynia  on  th  Jeventeenth  ^/XXVIIL 
^ii  September.     He Jf ops  at  Prixfz^  aftd enquires  irjfo     jjj^* 

the  piMic  accounts.    He  deftres^  that  the  en^eror 
woiildfend  a  furveyor  from  Rome,  to  meofute  the 
}  ti)prks^  which  h€td  been  dvne  at  the  public  expence 
^  the  Pivifsak»v 

Trajan*s  Anfwer. 

XIX.     ExpreJUng  great  Hndnefs  to  fhttfr^  and  great  Con^  XXIX. 
35tl*        jidence  of  his  hehavidur  amofig  the  Bithynians.  y^t* 

T!he  einperor  is  cafrfiitg  on  fi  many  pnhhc  tuorks  in 
.Rome,  and  near  it^  that  he  can$imfend  a  furveyor 
to  Prufa. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

?tXi     The  cafe  of  t'LAvitrs  AaclHif^^us  the  phihfdphir.  L3tVI. 

354b.      Jnepi/HefromDoMtTiAS  /^TJiREMTiUsMAs^i*  jjg* 

JAVS^  in  his  favour.  y5j. 

Jfecond  epifileinKsfavoUrfrom  the  fame  emperor^  jr8i« 

th  L.  Appitrs  Maximus. 

The  edi^  of  tikfiy A.  jBt. 

A  Utter  from  Nerva  to  TuLLiUS  JtJSTUs#  784. 

'^  PLtNY  to  TitAJAN: 

IQJi.    PLIN  Yyifi*  to  Tr  A  JAN  a  petition  fro^  Ft  AVius  LXVII. 

356.  ARCH1FP0S.  784. 

Tra  jAN^s  A^lwer. 

XXII.  TRAjANj^wi  inclined  to f avour  A^cHiPPVs^  uk^  LXVIII. 
*  3S7*         lefsfome  new  crime  may  he  objelfed  dgaitl^  hiki.        ^84, 

..  ,   ?tiNY  to  Trajan. 

1^XIS.  Vii^ifen^tST&AjAS  the  differeM  memorials  of  LXkxV. 
J57.  Dio>i  tf)*^/ EifMoiPUS,  ana  mentions^  thatDi-     8©2. 

on  had  placed  the  emperof' s  ftatue  in^roperly  near 
fbijepulchre  of  his  wife  andfon. 

G  g  2  Trajan's 
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2r2S  The  Subjeft  of  each  Epiftte.  ^j^-j.^^ 

tmiflttMii.  edition,  of 

I«OMGOLlUla 

Trajan's  Anfwcr. 

XXTV.  The  emperw  waves  all  refehimeht  again/1  Jiio^  cm^  LXXX%'I* 
359.         cerning  himfelfy  but  orders  the  caufe^  relating  to      805, 
the  public  J  to  befuUy  examined. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XXV.  J  recommendation  of  Nymphidius  Lupus   the     XIX. 
360.  younger^   whofe  father  accompanied  ^i.i^Y  into     727* 

Bithynia.  '    *\ 

Pliny  to  Trajan.        ,-..... 

XXVI.  Pliny  tranfmits  to  the  emperor  a  petition  from  the  Lxxxvn, 

.  362.         citizens  of  Nicea.  806. . 

.  .. ..  ■    .       ^  ■ 

Trajan's  Anlwer. 

XXVn.  The  emperor  refers  the  merits  of  the  petition  to  Pli-  LXXXvni 
363-         NY,  tn  conjun£tion  with  Virdius  Gemslli^^us,      807* 

a»df£piMACHUS« 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
XXVIII,  Fliuy  fends  to  Trajan  letters  from  Lycormas>     XJIJ-: 
3^4.         and  from  the  king  of  Sarmatia.  722. ' 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XXIX.  A  pajfport  granted  to  the  meffenger^  who  tahies  let^    XTV. 

364.  ters  to  Tr  A  J  AN  from  the  king  of  Sarmatia*  723. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XXX.  An  embaffador  from  the  king  of  Szrmziaz  Jiays  two     XV. 

365.  days  with  Pliny,  in  his  way  to  Rome.  7^4« 
Pliny  intends  to  depart  immediate^  from  Nicea* 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XXXI.  The  arrival  of  a  meffenger  in  Nicomedia,  m  the       X. 

366.  twenty  fourth  of  November.  7x9. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XXXII.  To  know  whether  the  emperor  will  confent^  that  the  LVIII. 
366.         temple  of  Cybele,  /landing  in  the  market  phce  of^  769. 

Nicomedia,  and  not  legally  confecrated^  may  be 
removed. 

Trajan's 


B  O  O  K     X. 

Pi.Ui»'»epl-  PtijiT*«  «- 

Sr^^S^  The  Subjeft  of  each  epiftlc.  gSi^tti 

tranflatiojL  edrtion^tf^^ ., 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 
XXXin.  The  emperor  confenisy  that  the  temple  may  he  removed.       LIX. 
367;  '      ^^i^ifi. 

,  Pliny  to  Trajan, 

XXXIV.  The  annual  vows  offered  hy  Pliny  and  the  ptovln-   XLIV* 
368.         cials^  f^r  the  health  and profperity  of  Trajan.     7^15. 

A.  U.  C  856. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

XXXV.  The  emperor  acknowledges  himfelf  pUafed  with  the    XLV. 

368.  annual  vows  of  the  provincials.  755« 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XXXVI.  The  fruitlefs  expenee  of  two  aquedu^s  begun  in  the   XLVI. 

369.  city  of  Nicomedia.  756. 

Trajan's  Anfwer.  •  aX 

XXXVII.  The  emperor  dire^s  Pliny  to  enquire^  by  whofe  XLVII. 

370.  fault  the  aqueducts  /^Nicomedia  were  mifmanaged*     jrj^ 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XXXVIII.  The  celebration  at  Nicomedia  of  Trajan'x  ac-     LX. 

37 1 .  cejpon  to  the  empire.  .  7.7^, 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

XXXIX.  The  ewiperor  is  pleafed  with  the,  celebration  of  his  ac-    LX^ 

37 1 .  cej/ion  to  the  empire.  772. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
XL.      Difiring  to  know  from  the  emperor^  whether  the  cuf   XXX, 

372.  tody  of  the  prijons  is  to  be  comnutted  to  thejlaves^     7^1. 
or  to  thefoldiers. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

XLI.     That  the  prifonsy  as  ufual^  are  to  be  under  the  e^uflody  XXXL 
373*         of  the  public  Jlaves.  742. 

Puny  to  Trajan. 

XLn.  Relating  to  certain  Jlaves  in  Nicomedia,  who  x/uere     JX. 
373.       employed  in  public  offices^  after  having  been  con-     ij^g^ 
demnedtothelnines^  and  other  puniJbmeHts. 

G53  Trajan's 
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&TO  TheSttbjeaof^ilchEpim^.  ^& 

ttiailatiiln.  eddiq&^* .' 

Trajan's  Anfwe^ 

XUQ-    Dinahns  t9  Pliny,  /;g  'i/iJi^t  mmmfr  xh^^fam    XiW* 

Page  J74«     <yr£  ^^  i/  ^rrtf/^A  -  ,  :  *     Pj^  f^iv 
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Pliny  toTu^jAN, 

SlLIV.    Infarmng  the  emffrory  that  tie  number  of  men  af-  XXXII, 
376.        figned  to  Gabius  Bassus  are  not  thought  fu^ident.      742. 

T|iajan's  Anfwer. 


TflN.  Th^  emperor  diftingu^s  ket^men  aca(e  ofn^ceffatf^^  ip^4  ^ 


^:i:3 


0    m.  >    . 


3?^        tf  point  of  ambition  :  but  inJ^Sy  tb^t  tkt  ffMi^rs      fA3^ 
m(iy  not  bfabfent  frolic  their  (ofotai^ 


y-         N^ 


Pliny  to  Trajan. 

^SI^VI.    Jiefiring  to  know  in  what  manner  he  is  to  diij  as  Jo  XXXVlt 
378.         thf  mnnber  offoifiirs  pt  beaUmedto  lAAXmvi,      ^45. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

XtVTJ.  The  emperor  allows  a  number  of  foldiers  to  attend  XXXVIL 
378.        Maximus  qn  his  r#/«r« yr^«. Paghlagonia.  ^^6. 


•  ■'< 


Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XLVni.  Dejiring  the  emperor^ s  dire^ionsy  (Concerning  twojlaves^  XXXVin, 
379.         who%Mredifeoveredby%EykfBiOiilvsC^hiA\!i\JS      747, 
amtngthereermis. 

Trajan*s  Anfwer. 

XLIX.  The  emperor  orders  an -enquiry  to  be  made^  by  XJbhomj  XXXIX. 
%  ^to.         and  in  what  manner^  thofi  ftaves  %pere  eniified^  74^* 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

L.        Entreating  the  emperor* s  orders^  in^  what  manner  he  LXIV, 
381^  is  to  pumjh  perfons^^  who  had  been  ^xiUd^  but  had     JJ^* 

noffubmitted  to  their  fentence. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

LI.       7i<  iniipiTot  exfreJfH  great  indignation  at  a  particu^    LXV. 
-'*-  i^r cafe mentimBiinVhWy*s Jitter^  but  pt€5  n       778, 

general  Are^hm.  OHiffp^  f^s^ 

Punv 
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Si'^iS  The  Sutgeft  oS  cachEpiftli!,  ^^-^^ 

traflflaCioA.  edhiAnof 

LoMGOLlUt. 

PlllflV  toTRAjAK. 

Ln.      Aft^p^M  t9  thi  mpA^i  Ather  t4  riittce  ^  intertfi:    LZIL 
Pig*  3^     of  the  public  money ^  or  iopUta  h  ttt-ihe  bigieji  Pajp  TjaS. 
tnterejl  among  the  decuriones,  enforcing  them  to 
receive  it  updk  thofe  terms* 

r 

Trajah's  Aafwer.  r. 

Lin.    The  emperor  agrees  to  the  frjfj  and  rejeSts  the  laji    LXlII. 

384,  propofaL  ITS* 

Pliity  to  Trajan,  ^   ' 

LIV.    Jpropofal  to  commmficdte  the  lah  of  >ficpflicdia       t. 

385.  with  the  fea.  y62, 

Trajan *s  Anfwer.  ■     '  *^ 

'  LV.      The  emperor  is  defrrous^  that'a  amtmmnieajlimJhouU  'W. 

^6.          fo  ;«<tA  ietween'the  lake  and  the  fed^  and  Uresis  7^*1^ 
Flisy  to  make  proper  enquiries  apm  the  occajton. 

PtiWT  to  Trajan^  /^  ' 

LVI.    Afore  parficuiars  relating  to  the  lake  of  Nicomcdia,  fiXIX. 

387.  785. 

Tr  AjAN*s  Anfwer.  "  i/' ;  ^ 

LVII.   The  emperor  approves  of  Pliny'j  pfopofalSf  to  com-    hXX. 

388.  municate  the  lake  ^  isTieomedia  %mtb  thefea.  785. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

XrVm.   Dejhring  the  emperor's  injim^ums  in  relation  tafmb     USf* 

389.  patentSj  as  wore  elapfed  in  point  of  time.  ^6. 

Trajan*s  Anfwer. 

LIX.    The  en^eror'i  inftnUiiens  concermng  fucb  patents.  1/V. 

390.  .      767. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

LX.      Deftring  the  emperorh  directions  concerning  expofmg   LXXL 

391.  chilA'en.  787, 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 
LXI.    THe  emperor  declares  Us  opinio  in  what  manner  Pl  i-  LXXII. 
393*         NY  ought  to  a^  towards  thofe  chiUron^  789* 

'       •  Gg4.  Pliny 


The    IND<EX. 

WSS^  The  Subjeft  of  each  Epifflc.  fi^JJ^ 

PtINY   to  TrAJAK. 

LZIL       The  chhm  ami  hirtb-rigbu  rf  pfrfiiu  hm^fru^  to  LX^EVIL 
Rage  393-      h  adjufted  by  the  emperw^  Fs^e  jroji 

Trajan's   Aniwcr, 

LXni.      The  emperor  defers  his  pofitive  direff ions  till  be  has  LXXVUL 
393*  fi^'*  thefenatmal  decree^  adjufting  tbofe  claims  and      794*  ' 

birtb-rigbts. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

LXIV.      That  the  citizens  of  Pmfa  are  d^Rrous^  toitb  the  em-  XXXIV, 
395*  peror^s  permij/ionj   to  rebuild  their  public  bathy      jaa 

. .  .  which  is  oldy  and  in  a  ruinous  condition^ 

r 

Trajan's  Anfwcr. 

LXV.       The  emperor  gives  leavcj  that  the  bath  may  be  re^  XXXV, 
39|;.  builty  if  it  can  be  dme  without  any  bfo^ch  info  the      745. 

public  revenue. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

tXyi-     Pliny  mentions  a  fpot  of  ground  in  the  Uwr^  cfLXXV^ 
39s?  Prufsi  for  the  public  bathy  where  formerly  a  templcy     ygu 

/acred  to  Julius  Cjesar,  had  either  been  builty         ' 
—  --        or  was  intended. 

LXVn.    Defiring  a  farther  explanation  concerning  the  temple  LXXVI. 
296.  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter,  792t 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

LXVUI,  Concerning  an  unfinijhed  theatrcy  and  Gymnafium  XL VIII. 
397.  at  Nicea,  and  a  bath  at  Claudiopolis.    Pliny      758, 

dejtres  the  emperor  to  fend  an  architeSf  from  Rome, 
to  conjider  and  infpe£t  the  fever al  works. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

LXIX.      Trajan  difmclines  to  fend  an  architect  from  Rome,  XJ^JX. 
399.  and  orders  the  buildings  at  Nicea  and  Claudiopolis    761. 

to  be  finijbed  in  fuch  a  manner^  as  FhiKYjhall 
thini  proper,  ^ 

Pliny   "■'■■■ 
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tranflatidii*  tMoniJi 
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Pliny  to  Trajan. 

LXX.       Dejhing  leave  to  c&ver  an  open  aquedu^  in  the  city  ef  XCDL 
P^400.      Amaftria.  nigeSa&' 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

LXXI.     ^he  emperor  gives  leave,  that  the  ajuedu£f  Jhall  be       C. 

401.  covered.  *  827. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

I^XXII,    Water  much  wanted  in  the  city  of  Sinopc.     Pliny  XCI. 

401,  has  ohferved  ajpot  of  ground^  near  the  metropolis,  811. 
'    in  which  he  imagines  there  is  afpring, 

Trajan's  Anfwer.  . 

LXXni.  The  emperor  is  of  opinion,  that  water  ought  to  be    XjCET^  ' 

402.  brought,  at  au  events,  to  Sinope,  8i2, 

Pliny*  to  Trajan. 
LXXIV.  Jn  account  of  a  certain  Jlave  called  Callidjlomvs.     XVI. 

403-  .  7H* 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

LXXV.    Concerning  a  public  fund  belonging  to  the  city  Axnifus.   XCIJI^ 

404.  8125. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

LXXVL  The  public  fund,  if  fettUd  by  the  laws  ^/ Amifus,  to  XCIV. 

405.  be  continued:  but  in  cities,  where  it  is  not  ejla-    .  813. 
blijhed  by  law,  no  fuchfund  to  be  granted. 


'   »      r 


Pliny  to  Trajan. 

LXX Vn.  The  follicitor  of  the  Amifenian  treafury  injifls,  that  CKL 

.405.  Piso  Jhall  refund  a  fum  of  money,  which  he  had  .834. 

formerly  received  from  the  public.     Pliny  waits  '  " 

for  Trajai?*^  orders  on  the  occafion. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

LXXViiL   That  pojfejjion  and  private  property  /hould  not  he  in-    CXII. 
^  fringed :  but,  for  the  future,  that  no  donations  are  to     g  05^ 

be  made  out  of  the  public  treafury. 

Pli^y  to  Trajan.  - 
LXXIX,  Prt^ofng  that  a  centurion  may  be  fent  /^  JuIiopoHs.    LXXXI. 
408^  Trajan's     797* 


The:  INDEX. 
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Trajan's  AaCwft. 

Wjp  409-     ^^w  reafoMs  for  his  nfufal  5  (md  giv0f  ^j^r^fir  ^H^  7rf|i  •' 
^ib^  punijoment  9/  affigndtrsm 

^^^  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

I^SXXI.  7&I/  /^  infpe^ou  of  the  puhUc  r0oenui^  and  ex^    LVF."" 
^fJOf         ^AWtfx  tf  the  Apainean3>  bmnng  ncutr  beenfii^     7^7* 
mitted  to fnrmer procwfiils^  Pliny  is  depmfus  to 
htow wluUmitM bits  to purfue  upon  the- oecajlm. 

Trajan's  Anfwcr.         »     > 

JIjQfijSSl*  Tbi  Apameans  havingfuhmittid  to  the  en^usroi^ji^  pnU   LVH. '  ^ 
4'tl.      "  iPid  pliofurey  hi  £reSls  Flin y  /«  injpc3  mf^ex-      76?. 
amino  tbeir  accoufits,  with  [if  pnfeil  X^fixv^  tjf^tbe 
fever al  privileges  of  tbi  ciif. 


/u;:v  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

IXWtWI.    During  Plin  y*x  abfenco  in  the  provinces^  a  pre  bap-  XLIIw-. 

♦'••           ^^W  in  Nicomedia,  vihicb  occafvans  htmtoajk  75a. 
leave  from  the  emperor  to  ejlablijh  a  corporatum  of 
firemen. 

Trajan's  Anfwer.  ytttt 

LXIPOV-    7J/  emperor^  jealous  of  the  ejiablijhment  of  inctfrpo*  XLIH^ 

^"*            rated  focietiesy  refufes  to  grant  Y-LV^-^^sfetfuejU  754- 

,    ,                         Pliny  to  Trtajan.  ,^^ 

L5tSXV.   A  recommendation  of  Majcimus,  one  of  the  procu-  P" 

-434.          ratores  C^saris,  7*^* 

PtiNY  to  Trajan. 

|.?CXXVI.    Jdjujiing  and   retrenching  fame   of  the  public  ex^  ^j^* 

*'5'            pences  of  the  republic  of  Byzantium,  7^4* 


Trajan's  Anfwer. 

UCXXVIL   In  approbation  of  PlinyV  condu&^  relating  to  the     LIII. 
+i§.         public  ixpewes  of  ByzauxtiujxL  766* 

Pliny 
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XCV. 

423. 

XCVL 

424. 
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The  Sutgeft  of  <;ach  Jlpiftlc. 


editkmof ' 

LOMOOLlUt, 

jPliky  %o  Trajan, 

VHiKX^Ut*  I^/^^ring  tbi  emf^^ror  U,  ifiahUJb  form  certain  rtde^   l^'yjt'f||P^ , 

^^♦'7«         0^  mf^H  fix  the  ^:^&Jym  ^  PW^y  ta  be  paid  by  f^^^^^ 

fufb  hnqlors^  yjba  were  xhojin  in  the  provinces* 

T|laj;an*S'  AnfwGf.  ^^ 

WOPCPC.    Tbat  the  laws  of  each  cify^   relating  ta  their  fena-  UXlVv 
♦*7'  torsy  Jb9^td  be  foU^ed :  and  thaf  thofe  fimttors^    Sjb. 

who  weri  chyen  againft  their  own  inclinations^ 
ficuld  be  tossed  in  a  tefi  proportion  than  others. 

Pliny  to  Trajan, 

The  Pompeian.  law  relating  ta  magifirates  and  Jena- 
tors^    Hut.  idiB^  of  AvousTus.    Pliny  waits 
fhr  Trajam^i  anfwer  vpoia  the  feveral  pmtSy 
that  affeU  the  Bitbynians. 

Tr%AjAN*s  Anfwc^r, 

Tkt^  th  9^*ff  tf  Av<?v^lf us  has  repealed  the  Pom^  I'^^^^xm 
peian  law.     That  perfons^  who  hoot  not  been  ma^     *^^^^ 
gijirates^    muft  not  be  fenators^   unlefs  they  are 
above  thirty  yearf  of  ari, 

PtiNY  ta  Trajan. 
the  Pompeian.  hm  coucermng  (itiz$,ns  of  Bithynia  :    CXV*. 
the  expuyion  of  foreigners  from  t/?e  fenate :   and    837/' ' 
the  prohibition  of  aUms  to  be  elected  fenatvsi  ' 

Trajan's.  Anfwer. 

No  innovations  to  be  made  in  the  fixed  laws  ^Bithynia.  CX^* 

83?:^ 
Pliny  to  Trajan, 
Congratulations  on  the  anniverfary  of  TRAjAN^LXXXnf, 
birth.     A.  U.  C.     856.  " 

Trajan's.  Anfwer. 

Thanks  for  the  celebration  of  his  hirtb-day.  XC. 

808, 

Pliny  to  Traja^t.  *• 

A  recommendatian  j/^Gab^us  Bas^iss,  preeff£ipf  XVlDTt 
Pontica.  72^, 

Pliny    x 
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fegS  T^  Subjca  of  each  epiftle.  SSJi-k. 

tn:$fi$tiio$u  edition  of. 

LONGOLIVS. 

Pliny  tx)  Trajaw. 

XCVII.     Entnating  the  empiror  to  infirm  f^niy  in  wimt  matt*  XCVII..  / 
Fa^426*      ner  he  is  to  aSt  towards  the  Chrijiiansfor  ^  future j  Page  814J 
be  having  already  punijhedfome  of  them  by  torture. 

Tr Aj AK*s  Anfwcn  ^* 

ZCVin.  That  the  Chrijiians  need  not  be  enquired  after  with  a  XCVDL 
428.  dejign  topunift)  them ;  but  if  brought  before  Plin  Y^     822. 

and comn&ed^  they  are  to  be pun't/hed^  unU/i  they  r/^ 
pent.    Anonymous  informations  muft  not  be  recdved, 

Pliny  to  Trajan, 

XCISL'     Defiriug  to  inow^  if  the  provincials  under  bis  govern^  IJCXtlL 
431*  ment  may  be  permitted  to  remove  the  ajbes  of  Mr  au'    ^89. 

cejlors. 

Trajan's  Anfwcr. 

C«     ^^  '  Upon  juftifiabte  reafons  they  may  renufve  the  afiit  ofhXXPf^ 
434,  their  ancejiors*  79^* 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
CI.  A  legacy  left  to  Pliny  by  Julius  Largus,   and\X3QX.K 

433*  '^^  remainder  of  his  fortune  to  Tios  and  Hera-     794« 

clca,  to  be  expended m public  worts.  Pliny /fc- 
Jires  the  emperor* s  dire^ions^  in  what  works  he 
Jhall  employ  the  public  bequefis  ^  -hAKGVS^ 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

CIL-  The  emperor  advifes  Pliny  to  apply  the  hequefls  of  l^yXK^ 

434.  Largus,  fuitably  to  the  cufloms  of  Tios  andHe-     796^ 
raclea. 

Pliny  to  Trajan- 

Cni.         Defiring  infruSiions  from  the  emperor -^  in  what  man^  CIX. 

435.  ner  certain  rights  of  the  cities  in  Bithynia  and  Pon-  832. 
tus  are  to  he  adjujled. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

That  the  law  of  each  city  ought  to  gmde  Pliny'j  CX. 
determination^  ^  833, 

pLINY 
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^'»^S  The  Subjea  of  each  Epiftle.  ^^^ 

tranflation.  edUioAof    . 

I<ONGOLlVt« 

Pliny  to  Trajan» 

CV,  InfaVBur  of  the  daughter  of  a  anturion^  PoNTiUS  CVH. '  ^ 

Page  436.     AqyiLA.  P*g«gji. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

CVI.         T!bi  emperor  compUes  with  Pliny'x  requeji.  CVIII. 

436.  83a.  > . 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
C  VII.       New  annual  vows  offered  up  for  the  emperor.  A.  U.  C.  CI. 
437*  857.    See  epiftle  34.  828. 

Trajan's  Anlwer. 

CVIII.      The  emperor  acknowledges  himfelf  pUafed  with  the  CIL. 

437.  annual  vows,  829*     > 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

CIX.         The  celebration  of  Trajan'x  accejjion  to  the  empire*  CHI, 
438.  A*U.  C.  857.     See  epiftle  38.  829.      > 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

ex.  The  emperor  is  pleafed  to  find  his  inauguration  day  CTV. 

438.  celebrated  with  joy  in  the  provinces  under  Pliny.V  830. 
government. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
CXI.        Defiring  the  jus  trium  liberorumyj^r  Sujstonius  XCV. 

439.  Trancjuillus.  '  812. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 
CXIL       Tl^e  emperor  grants  the  jus  trium  liberorum  to  Sue-  XCVX,  ' 

440.  tonius  Tranquillus.  813.'^ 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

CXni.      Pliny  entreats  the  emperor  to  grant  the  rights  of  Ro-  CV. 

441.  man  citizens  to  particular  perfonsj  whom  he  names.  830. 

Trajan's  Anfwer. 

CXIV.      The  emperor  commends  Pliny,  and  indulges  him  in  CVI,  .\ 
441*  his  reque/l.  831. 
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^  .«  I-oMcoLin* 

Pliny  to  Trajaw. 

CXV.       Menthning  tertain  eu/hmsfy  '^ftHtkaf^  in  P«irv*i  CXVfl. 
P^442.      opinion^  may  be  of  dangerous  confequenet*  Piftfi  S39. 


-      TkAjfAN's  Afaftner       U- 

CXVtb     7]^^  ^^TT^ffiff  ij  of  the  fame  optkim  |  Md  hrUksth 
443.  remedy  to'PhlYHY^sdtfcretionm  841, 

PuKv  to  Trajan* 

CXVIL  .  Of  perfonsy  who  are  trhmpbmii^skepMlit  ^^         

444*  J^^^J  ^tf /««  ;  de firing  the  emperor* s  detenmmttioH    842. 

of  their  rewaras. 

Trajan's  Anfwen 
CXVtn.  The  en^eror  Jpecifies  tfs  determinatiom.  CX^* 

445*  ,  844. 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
CXSX.     Tbe  death  of  Fab  ATVs^CkhPVKniA^sgtandfeabir.  CXXl* 
446  Calpurnia'j  return  to  her  aunt  Hispulla.  Jn    844. 

excufe't^  the  emperor^  for  having  given^  unihout  > 
his  p&ffSJJtony  a  pa^oft  to  CALPVKift A. 

^'        Trajan*s   Anlwer.       '    " 

CXX«      That  Pliny  has  a^td  right  in^antinz  a  paffport  CXXII. 

447.  to  CalpurniA  ;   and  agreeaky  to  the  emperor's      845. 
fentiments  towards  Plihy  ^/re/CALPURNiA* 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 

CXXI.      De  firing  the  rights  of  a  Roman  citizen  may  be  grant-  VI. 

448.  ed  to  certain  relation:  ef  Po5THUMUs  MacrI-  ^  xt. 
NUS,  Pliuy's  phyfiJan.  ., 

Pliny  to  Trajan. 
CXXn*    Pliny  returns  thanks  to  the  emperor  for  having  ap^  XH. 

449.  pointed Cjelivs  ChEff/i^vs  msjuece^  in  iSegO' j2,2*    ■ 
vemment  of  the  provinces. 
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An  Explanation  of  the  Copper  Plates  in  this 

Volume. 

Plate  I.    BOOK   VI. 

Pliny  at  Mifenum  accompanied  by  his  mother,  and 
interrupted  by  one  of  his  uncle's  friends  as  he  was 
reading  Livv,  during  the  dreadful  eruption  of  Vefu^ 
Vfus.    Defcribed  in  the  twentieth  epiftie. 

n.  The  people  of  Mifenum  covering  their  heads 
with  pillows,  and  endeavouring  to  efcape  from  that " 
city.    Epiftie  the  fixtecnth. 

BOOK     VII. 

I.  An  ^.^((^arition  appearing  to  Athenodorus  the 
{jhilofoplier,  at  Athens.    Epiftie  the  twenty  feventh. 

n.  ''^^mbnument  of  Pallas.  Epiftie  the  twenty 

ninth. 

BOOK    VIIL 

I.  The  Clitumnean  fpring,  and  the  temples  of  the 

gpd  Clitumnus.     Epiftie  the  eighth. 

II,  The  floating  iflands  in  the  lake  of  Vadimon. 

Epiftie  the  twentieth. 

BOOK    IX. 

I.  One  of  Pliny's  country-houfes  (clofe  to  the 
Larian  lake)  called  Comedia.    Epiftie  the  feventh. 

IL  The  ftory  of  the  dolphin.    In  the  thirty  third 

epiftie, 

BOOK    X. 

I,  In  the  frontifpicce  two  medals  :  one  of  the  em* 
peror  Trajan,  and  the  other  of  the  emprefs  Plo-^ 
TINA  :  engravai  from  the  originals  in  the  coUedtion 
of  Doftor  Mead. 

II,  The  theatre  of  Ktcea  unfinifhed.    Epiftie  ths 

fixty  eighth. 

m.  Roman  cnfign,. 
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